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2 The Marguir d de Boon 1 been ab- 


ent from London, while his work was: under 
tze preſs, ſeveral errors have crept into the 

- © _ following tranſlation. Thoſe which merely affect 
the ſtyle, and ſome. errors of dates, the indul- 


gence of the reader will excuſe; but there are 
© others which alter the <- and ""_ there- 


fore to be correfed. - 
rege ew I "of the note, fir PERS Regitter » read New 
Annyal_Regilter 


read which compriſes a ſketch of the hiſ⸗ 


tory of France 
13, — 4» from the bottom, for thoſe employed in the 


collection of the public revenue read the 
financiers 


«at Gare wo 


15 &; 3 1 3, for a ſceptre of iron ad a firm and ſevere. 


government 
| Is, — 11, for three to four read four to three 
Br 2324. — 16, after commandant add in chief 
28, — 12. for other people read another nation 
53, — 20, after high rank add a Ly conſideration 


53.— 6, for ſuggeſted by the aſſembly of the notables 


10 read which the aflembling of the notables 
5 - had ſuggeſted _ | 
58, — 16, for thirty read eighty 
| 66, — penult. for eight read eighteen 
84, — 5 of note, for define rehd verify 

, 92. — 17, for the principal 2 of whom read 0. 
> | molt diſtinguiſhed of whom 

130, — 15, for the people read mob 

Pra 5 after infantry add devoted to the . 


6, for without inhabitants read Aa ſew 285 


inhabitants 
22, for the Biſhopricks road Lan Evech&g— 
The ſame correction in other parts 
$31, m4 16; for guards read regiment 4 
291, — 16, for degradation read comparative inferiority 
292, — antepenult, for- national read public 
- 305, — 13, for diſorders read indiſcretions 
* 2, fer Goguelas read N A A * 


2 7. for which compriſes all the hiſtory of France 
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Tr * been my intention not to make 
public what I had written, as well on the 
| French revolution, as on whatever I found 


intereſting under the reigns of the two 
laſt ſovereigns of France, relative to their 
courts; to the manners of the times, and 
the, principal events to which I had been 
witneſs ;. I propoſed leaving it to thoſe 
who. ſhould. come into poſſeſſion. of my 


Memoirs, either to publiſh them or com- 
mit them to the flames according to the 


* have obſerved that N 8 con- 
ſtantly remained faithful to my ſovereign 
and my duty, under circumſtances the 
moſt. extraordinary, the moſt trying, and 
the moſt dangerous, after Yang, like many 


vox. 1, A T 


— a . : N % 5 \ 


fy 
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8 fallen the vidim of my attachment 

to my king and country, and after being 
E 1. at laſt obliged to fly, carrying with me 
= - | nothing but the conſciouſneſs of an ho- 
1 = + nourable conduct, attempts have been made 
Cn to raviſh from me even that wy conſolation 
of my ha fortune. 


"by hd Archi 200 e 1 have 
been Called a traitor,” and branded as in- 
famous; the conſtitutfonaliſts accuſe mie ef 

i 5 having violated the oath 7 had taken to their 
. . conſtitution, a fabric whoſe fandy founda- 
1 tion gfving way of itſelf, it fell, and buried 

thoſe who Rad raiſed it under its is; even 

= :: "+ = royalifts whoſe cauſe I defended, have 

regarded me as an intriguer acting from 

=} no motives but thoſe! of ſelf-intereſt, and 
acknowledging no guide but my ambition. 6 

. ue former T have deſpiſed as miſcreants 
by”. -- 5 madmen'; the latter I have pitted, as 

finder the irritation! of misfortune, which 

often renders men unjuſt ; and 1 ſhould 
hive kept filence if this miſrepreſentation 
of F and conduct had not at 


= Ez : 
| i 2 ; | Ts, ; : 5 6 — 15 * 249 the 
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the ſame time ſpread to foreign: countries. 


Engliſh writers juſtly eſteemed have 


thought proper to inſert in their works, 


calumnies invented againſt me by the moſt 


furiqus Jacobins *, | of eh 


The more marks of elteem 5 good- 


will i & have received from the Engliſn 


The Ariza} Regiſter for the year 1791 „page 97, 
ſpeaking of the affair of Nancy, has the following 


paſſage: © Such an arrangement however did not ſuit _ 
« the views of the perfidious and ſanguinary Bouills. 
c Without waiting the reſult of the deputation from 
% Nancy, he haſtened with a fatal raſhneſs (as was 

« confeſſed. even by his advocates). to enforce. the 


« decree of the 16th. He collected all the troops 


44 that he could aſſemble from every part, and ſuch of 
« the national guard as preferred a patriotic ſubordi- - 
10 nation to the immediate dictates of their feelings | 
« 'and their conſciences, In ſpite of their offers of 
e ſubmiſſion, he fell upon the regiments of chateanx 
40 wieux and. meſire de camp, and after putting an im- 
„ menſe number to the ſword, he completely routed 


40 them and took 400 priſoners.” And again the 
| ſame publication, ſpeaking of the king's flight, page 
112, proceeds thus: The perfidious Bouille, who 3 


„ fo wantonly embrued his hands in the blood of his 


« fellow-ſoldiers in the affair of N ancy, was the prin- 
« cipal agent on this occaſion, &c.” The Monthly 


Magazine likewiſe, for October 1796, page 727, ac- 


Wu author of the king's flight. 
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Bien, the more I think it my 35 to 
refute the attacks made upon my moral 

character, by writings deſtined to ſerve as 
materials for hiſtory. It is then for the pur- 

poſe of vindicating myſelf that I publiſh 


at this time, and in the Engliſh language, 


that part of my Memoirs which compriſes 
all the hiſtory of France, from my return | 
from the colonies in 1 783, to the entry of 
the Pruſſian and Auſtrian armies into 


| Champagne... has Trois ads SF vote hilt 1 


Heeren theſe Sc are dehnt the” 
moſt intereſting circumſtances of my life, 
connected with events of the greateſt im- 
portance. Truth, which has ever directed 
my pen, will clear my conduct to a nation 
whoſe. good opinion I have always endea- 
voured to deſerve, which I eſteemed when 
its enemy, Wbich has afforded me an 
aſylum when baniſhed my country, aſſiſted 5 
me in my misfortunes, and received me 
with kindneſs and 9 1 


MV England Les enjoy che Kulte of 
her . e continue to 
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remain an sere of a wiſe nd mo- 
derate government, equally diſtant from 
deſpotiſm and anarchy. May ſhe, amid 
the riches poured in upon her daily by 

her commerce and the induſtry of her 
ſubjects, may ſhe preſerve that public 
ſpirit to which ſhe is indebted for her 
proſperity, her greatneſs, and the advan- 
tage of being this Gay 175 in the . 5 
of nations 


a a like England, whole ſituation 
renders / her independent, whoſe riches 
enable her to maintain the beſt and moſt 
powerful armies in Europe, and which 
ſupplies the wants of every nation; ſuch 
an empire may become the general ar- 
biter, and ſecure the general tranquillity . 
it would even find an advantage in pre- 
ferving the peace of Europe, I mean the 
improvement of its commerce. But inſtead 
of being uſeful, its power would become 
pernicious, unleſs accompanied by recti- 

tude of conduct and fidelity to its engage- 

ments: theſe virtues: DOE to the power. 
— BS „ 
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ful; "Tg perfidy, and falſehood 
are e the mne of the e 


Bot ſhould anna ever 8 
itſelf into the manners of the Engliſh 


nation, ſhould the veneration for religion be 


diminiſhed, public ſpirit become extinct, 
and private intereſt predominate; ſhould 


the thirſt of riches deſtroy the patriotic 
paſſion, a ſpirit of innovation prevail, and 


ſaerilegious hands be laid upon the fun- 


damental laws of the conſtitution; then 
may the ſpectacle of the diſſolution of one 


of the moſt flouriſhing empires in the 


world offer itſelf to their eyes, and warn 


them of their temerity. I ſee that a general 
error obtains” with reſpect to the cauſes 
hich have deſtroyed France; ; conſequences 
have been taken for principles: it is nei- 
ther the worm that ſlowly. conſumes the 


body, nor the vulture which voraciouſly de- 
vours it, that engenders its corruption: 


it is not the men whom we have ſeen at 
the head of the revolution that were the 
| exuſes OR on the nn che natural 


* ; conſe- 
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conſequence of a revolution was to pro- | 
duce ſuch men. e 5 i 


Frequently an actor in the events which 
have taken place in France within theſe laſt 
thirty years, always an attentive obſerver 

of them, I have perhaps been able better 


than another man to trace the cauſes which 


have brought on this great cataſtrophe. 
May I here be permitted to relate them? 
The picture, though rapidly executed, may 
prove a preſervative to thoſe nations which 
ſtill retain their vigour. The anatomy of 
the dead ſometimes contributes to The ny 
of the living. 


N * 


— * & , 
a. 1 1 NY 
5 1 * Ws 
Z 
* * 0 1 
EC 2 * 
& my 
* N 
* 
1 * 
- P e 
4 
Ka ; his 
* 
* 9321 7 
1 * 
1 
0 W - 4 
; Ka 4 
* 
* 3 
1 4 * + * 
6 5 = 
, 0 * 
+ 44 
* $ 
1 — 1 
Ki 
: 8 — 
% * 
I © 
. * 
a ; | Zo + 
* 
* 
4 
4 ; 4 * 1 


ks 
7 N W 
* 
4 < 
od * y e 
4 
* BY ® * 
W - 
_— * 
— : 
* * 5 


4 See # 


: » 
93 
4 — 
4 — 
+. » 
& 
> 
* — 
N = 
*- . 
« 
” * 
„3 
2 
«+ «a 
* * 
Pn > 
x 0 A 
= 4 * 
7 4 * 
—4 ** 
4 - 
N . 


bs: 


Y * 
{ 
- * 7 
* 8 5 
{ a > 
— : L r 
= 1 | | s £ 
7 
* . 
* 
- d 
L, * 
— * 4 5 FR 1 
* - . : 
— 4 = . » "M * 
% | 
aw 4 — 
* - 85 ; 
* 4 „ g — by 5 ; | 
- ? . 
— bo E ; 
th ++ , — , 4 - . . 
” * s 3 
* oh : 
* 5 7 N ; | Z | 
55 42 q 
, . s — ” s 
0 5 8 
g d 
- M 2 ; 
* : 5 
wx - Z | * £ 1 
* 5 4 x | 
1 
; * 
£ S 
SE: y : , 
= 5 * a : f 
— 0 
3 % oy” 
: + / q P 5 
4 * * =; a D | 
» 4 * : | 
- / ) f 
, * i : | 
r * 4 : % i 4 
3 L — — x ; 
* , ; ; 
ww 7 by J 2 i ; 8: I 
: - 2 4 ? 
* 3 5 | 
* id A ; * 6 { , 
- 2 eg — ; 
; — 
N * 
. * & — Fr f 5 ; 
4 : S * — N 
- * f 


: % * 
© * : 5 ; 
; + * 
. 2 ; 
* * : * | 
* — ' | 
* - g a : ; 
, # : | 
i f - x | 
: 4 * > ; — ; 
4 — 5 | 
4 | ft oF * 5 
*. 8 » 4 ; 
8 2 82 \ 4 
* 8 > i 
= * 8 | 
8 y 4 * . { _= - % * 4 * 4 
: 1 * 8 | 
* 2 n MN, M ; . : : 
W'z 9 = - pq 
. 
- , By : ; % * * . 4 
Z 2, fo 8 8 : a | 
* * bo — ; : 
* is —— : 
My 8 : 4 ö 
N g 5 
g : . % ? 2 
4 


[ 


A 


MEMOIRS . 


S + 4 of 


THE FRENCH 1 . 


0 


KF 3 e ee 
- CHAP. I. 
4 Vie ie E the Cauſes of the F, rench | 


Revolution. h 


\ 


L.. 1s the e having thrown, 


down the feeble - barriers which had 
confined the power of his predeceſſors, 


eſtabliſhed an abſolute monarchy in France 
almoſt at the ſame time that the laſt revo- 


lution in England fixed upon a ſolid baſis 


the liberty of the people and the power 
of the ſovereign. But the French mo- 


narch, though he acknowledged no limit- 


ation to his will, yet regulated his con- 
duct by great maxims of ſtate, and by 


| prin- 
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principles of government which he inva- 
riably obſeryed, during a long and brilliant 


reign, in which he experienced alternately 


the ſmiles and frowns of fortune. The 


laſt thirty years of his life were ſpent in 


repairing, by a conduct the moſt exem- 
plary, the injury he had offered to religion 
and morality during his youth. 


The regent, whom this prince uſed to 
call a braggart. of vice, by his licentious 


g behaviour ſowed the firſt ſeeds of corrup- 


tion. Theſe took deep root, but were 


prevented from coming to maturity by 


the wiſe adminiſtration of Cardinal de 


Fleuri, Who was at the head of affairs N 
during the firſt twenty years of the reign 
of Louis the Fifteenth. On the death of 


77 this miniſter, the ſovereign he had ſerved, - 


a weak and effeminate prince, reſigned his 
perſon /and kingdom into the hands of 
his miſtreſſes, Who abandoned them to 
che guidance of miniſters, frequently in- 


capable, and who always owed their places 


0 Ae Some, like the duke de Choi- 


ſeuil, 


THE FRENCH REVOLUTION: 


ſeuil, by their imprudence, levity, nd au- 


dacity, quickly overturned the whole 15 | 


tem of government, both moral and po- 


| litical, which Louis the Fourteenth, aſſiſted _ 


by the ableſt ſtateſmen of his age, had 


' founded. Thenceforth began to appear that 
revolutionary principle. . threatened © 


the kingdom. 


n way N. de Choiſeuil- who completed 


the corruption of the court by having re- 


courſe to bribery, the ſame means he em- 
ployed to corrupt the nobility of the pro- 
vinces after having drawn them thither: 
he ſoon taught them to prefer intereſt and 
intrigue to honour, . that ſacred charge 
which they had ſo long preſerved. The 
army, likewiſe, he infected with the ſame 
ſpirit, changing its conſtitution, which, 
extraordinary as it was, rendered it one 
of the beſt in Europe. Inſtead of con- 


fining the parliaments within the limits 


- rity as eſtabliſhed by Louis the Fourteenth; 
| he was the firſt miniſter who endeavoured 


to 


" AT 


| 
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to hn their ſpirit, and he ſurcteded: 
the magiſtrates abandoned that ſeverity 


of manners, that gravity which had cha- 
racterized their fathers, and for which 


dhe magiſtracy of France had ever been 


remarkable. The ſame man changed the 
ſpirit and character of the higher orders 
of the clergy, by diſpoſing of the firſt dig- 


nities of the church to the young nobility. 


He ſhook the political ſyſtem of Fratice, | 
by cementing an alliance with its ancient 


enemy, the houſe of Auſtria; he fomented 
the diſturbances which had ariſen among 
the Engliſh colonies" in America: in fine, 


he protected the dangerous ſect of philo- 
ſophers and men of letters; permitting 


them to diſſeminate without control their 


deſtructive principles. Such was the con- | 
duct of this miniſter during 5 twelve 
. that: he. hs er 84002 0 


oY o 3 1 { : ] Ul b 5 
* 51 


1 Lila cis F ifteenth, hs 


[2 tht concluſion of hisreign, ſeemed to ſhake 


off his lethargy, and to open his eyes to 
the * under which his kingdom 


ry 


— 
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| laboured, and the ſtill greater with Thich 


it was threatened. His miſtreſs was at that 
time more engaged in the purſuit of plea- 


ſure than in ſchemes of ambition, and ſhe 
left the government of the kingdom to 
- miniſters more firm and more enlightened: 
theſe endeavoured to ſtop the progreſs of 


the evil, but they did not ſtrike at its root; 


beſides, it had already made too great pro- 
greſs to be eaſily, extirpated. The chan- 
cellor Maupeou, a man of a great cha- 


racter, unable to bring back to a ſenſe of 


their duty the parliaments, who had already 
formed the project of eſtabliſhing an ariſ- 
tocracy in” France by participating in the 
ſovereign. authority, adopted the violent 


but -neceflarys ebſolucion bFoannitulatns. 


chem. The Abbe Terray rectified the 
diſorder of the finances, by laying down a 


ſtrict and vigorous plan; by which he im- 
poſed a check upon the rapacity of thoſe = 


employed in the collection of the public 
revenue. The duke d' Alguillon, educated 


in the han 8 of his great uncle car- 
1215 3 | l : dinal | 


= 


13 


14 
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dinal Richelieu, ſeemed defirous of chang- 
ing: the new ſyſtem of politics. introduced 
» r, e nba dg ? An of re- 


| tutions; os: mailing 1 its oder ſpirit 


Laſtly, the government diſplayed a wiſh 
to repreſs, the lieentiouſneſs of authors, 
and again to inſpire the public with that 
reſpect and rodents. which is Gs: to 


\ ; * "4, 
. ot EY 
IN. Fares oidea 
1 . 1 - „ 


4 


Lad hs prince 5 am ene of: lived 


ſto years longer, and: continued to em 


ploy the ſame miniſters, or had their ſuc- 


ceſſors acted upon the ſame principles, the 


exiſtence. of the monarchy might ſtill have 


been prolonged to a diſtant period; for 


I 'am, of opinion with Monteſquieu, that 
a government can, only be ſupported by 
maxims and means analogous to the prin- 


ciple on Which it is founded; and that an 


abſolute monarchy tends towards its diſ- 


ſolution the moment the authority of the | 


ſovereign FENDI any diminution. 


oy Op Louis 


1 
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Louis the Fifteenth however died, and : 
was ſucceeded by a prince young and in- 


experienced, poſſeſſing / all the virtues 


which are an ornament to private et, 
but none of thoſe qualities which were 
become neceſſary in a ſituation ſo difficult. 


Inſtead of retaining the miniſters of his 
predegeſſor, he diſmiſſed them all without 
exception, choofing for his counſellor and 
guide à man above ſeventy, who! having 


been a miniſter at the age of fifteen, had 
_ retired from his employment in the prime 
and vigour of his life, and was now to 
direct à young monarch and govern a 
kingdom in the infancy of his old age. 
He was a man without reſolution, without 
virtues, without abilities, but at the ſame 
time mild, affable, and complying. He 
employed under him men by no means 


qualified for their -: office, remarkable 


rather fox probity than talents; and ſome - 
of them, among whom may be reckoned 
M. Turgot, extremely een, u 


their fyſtematic + ji 
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The French nation, in the corrupt ſtate 


to which it had arrived, could no longer 


be governed but by a ſceptre of iron, like : 
that of Louis the Fourteenth ; but this was 


too. -weighty for the hands of Louis the 


Sixteenth : his aged counſellor re- 
commended mildneſs inſtead of ſeve- 
rity, and the king was eaſily made to 
believe, that the love of his people ought 


to be preferred to their fear. This man 


forgot, without doubt, to convince his 


— 


ſovereign of the truth of that great maxim, 


chat the beneficence of kings conſiſts in 
their juſtice; and that this, if he had liſ- 


eſtabliſhment of order and regularity in the 


5 different parts of his dominions, and in re- 


liering the moſt numerous and moſt uſeful 
claſs of his ſubjects, the labouring poor: 
theſe. were at chat time haraſſed and rendered 


unhappy by the avarice and rapacity not 


only of the./ courtiers, but likewiſe, of that | 
unmenſe crowd, ſome of whom, by intrigue, 
divided amongſt them the ſpoils of the 


| nation, hilft 1 5 ſheltering themfelves vs 


8 2 i | 5 e 
1 * 25 | | > 
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eee the privileges of their order; 8 = 


— Gtuation, threw the whole weight of the 
A burden _ the. e, 


ä N 85 
3 . ® 


BY 


hs RR 4 himſalf 0 929 Pers | 


3 and his miniſters perſuaded then 


| felves, that the evlightened, but at the 
fame time reſtleſs, jealous, inſatiable, 


| habite® the court, the capital, and he 


great cities; compoſed the maſs of the 


people theſe; however, in reality formed 

a very fall part of the nation, and that the 
raved in its morals, and the moſt = 
dangerous, from the turbulent ſpirit with 


moſt depray 


which it was agitated henceforth the 


opinion of this part of the publie became | 


the uncertain guide of government. The 


king by his goodtieſs, the queen by her : 


Braces, and the miniſtry by condeſcenſion, 
no only ſtudied to pleaſe. and captivate 
5 them. It was this deſire Which led to 


dhe re-eſtabliſhment of the parliaments, 


without nn 
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"abi injuring the lawful authority: in future; 
Without guarding againſt the deſtructive 
plan they had formerly concerted *, and 
which they might reſume and eee 


at pleaſure. For this ſame purpoſe the 


public treaſury was exhauſted, and its 
riches diſtributed among that voracious 
erowd which compoſed or ſurrounded the 
court; thus producing diſorder in the 
finances, though taxes within a very few 
years increaſed in the proportion of three 
to four. - It was for this the king and queen 
diveſted the throne. of that majeſty which 


ſurrounded it, and which. had till then 


| inſpired: the people with ſentiments f 

treſpect and veneration. 1 was to pleaſe 
this public that dectrines were licenſed | 
the. moſt 3 8 morality, wügiag 


© Eb 4 &iaAl 


were nd 4 to rake polſefſion.,of the : 


public opinion, to regulate 11 as wid 2 


ſe erect it into a tri 
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examine at its bar the actions and con · 


duct of the government. It was, for 
this ſame purpoſe that aſſiſtance was given 


to the American .colonies When they re- 
volted from the Britiſh nation; that a 

ruinous war was engaged in to, ſecure "IF 
their independence, and that to divert 
che public mind from the injuſtice of 


the cauſe they had eſpouſed, the 0 
_ © lican; dogma. of the. ſovereignty of the 


people Was tolerated, and ſuffered to dif. | 

fuſe, itſelf through the whole. kingdom; 
in fine, ſo totally was every principle of * 
policy and morality. diſregarded, that the | 

| public mind was already democratical, ThE 
 ahilſt. the monarchy ſtill exiſted, ſo that 


when. the diſordered. ſtate of the finances 


8 compelled the king to aſſemble the natables 
for the purpoſe of applying a remedy, 


this aſſembly could do no ſervice; nor 


could the ſtates general, which were, e ſub- | 
ſtituted to. them, do any thing more ” 
7 fectual. Al the humours of chis vaſt : 
: political body were in a fermentation. The | 


| magiſtracy was ambiglous, i 8 Clergy jealous 


2 2 
| | "0 8 
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of their privileges, a ſpirit of dinitiiog 


: | prevailed among the nobility, whilſt there 


was a total want of ſubordination in the 


army, particularly among the chiefs : Heen- 


tioufneſs and inſolence pervaded the middle 
tanks of fociety, hilft the lower "daſs 
experienced the extreme of miſery, and 


the rich indulged themſelves {nie moſt - 


unbounded haxury. The governmeft was 


Without energy, the © court deſpiſed, and 


the great were ſank into a ftate of 


| dation; irreligion and immorality were | 


| Uffifed among the firſt orders, reſllelſneſs 
and diſcontent among all : the treafury” was 
exhauſted, the public credit ruined, and all 


the ordinary refources were worn out. 
5 The ſtates general, ſoon become a popular . 


aſſembly, brought things to a criſis, but it 
Was not they who were the cauſe of it; 


-- was the natural and unavoidable effet 5 
* of the corruption' of the people, and the 
DE. weakneſs of the monarch. It is difficult to 
imagine that France, like England after 1 
__* revolution which the experienced in 
3 the laſt | century, and from the time of the 
—” ; reſto- 3 


bl 
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reſtoration, will canis wich aw 


gour than ſhe poſſeſſed before. The Engliſh 


' thoſe moral and religious ideas which 


had preſerved their morals and their religion, 
whilſt the French have abandoned both. 
Without theſe neceſſary reſtraints men can 
never live in a ſtate of ſociety, much leſs 

can 2 great nation he. governed or govern f 


I's 


| The firs of 1 conjitied with that. 
of France, and I do not heſitate to give u 

as my opinion, that the only hope which 
remains ie founded upon the return of 


- HOP e reſumetheir — amid | j 
probable, that the . wa of the. 

French nation, inſtructed by the misform. 
| tunes/they have experienced, is again di. 
poſed to receive the ſalutary yoke df a goou | 
government: but if this be only an illuſion, 

if the monſters which France contains 

within her boſom All preferve- or are re- FR 
OY A preponderance, ben e that, 
„ ES; 1 dee Rs un 
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e country preſent a ſcene: er ruin 


and deſolation; its inhabitants will become 


a barbarous and ſavage people, dangerous to 
their neighbours, and will at laſt fall a prey 
to their own fury, But ſhould Italy be 
formed into a republic, what is to become 
of all Europe? Should Spain likewiſe, al- 


ready infected with the poiſon of French 
| Jacobiniſm, which is only prevented 
from breaking forth by the moral 
and religious principles of the people, 


ſhould Spain experience a revolution, what 
muſt be the conſequence? The nations of 
the north, entrenched; behind their natural 


barriersjqought to attach themſelves more 
e eben eee their conſtitution, re- 


gion, laws, and even ancient euſtoms; 
3 ſhould form among themſelves the 
ſtricteſt union cemented by all the power 
of Great Britain. If this does not take 
place, Europe, like part of Aſia and Africa 
formerly, will be plunged into a ſtate of 
barbariſm which will dry up its Ws and 
nan: D „ 
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May England at leaſt, miſtreſs of the 
ocean, by which ſhe is ſeparated from the 
reſt of the world, may ſhe eſcape this de- 
luge of iniquity, and nouriſh in her bo- 
ſom every virtue, that ſhe may afterwards 
diſperſe them to mankind, and render the 
human race happier by making them better 
This i is the laſt wiſh a man without con- 
nection or country can n in favour of 
his fellow creature. e 
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| tforvations/ on the ſituation of theſe. tue 
eduntries af that time. journey into 

| : Pruffia and Bolumia. neee Fre. 
55 eric the Second, _ the emperor Foſeph.— | 
De former wiſhes the king of France to 
enter into the Germanic confederation. — 
Project of France and Holland againſt 
the Engliſh ſettlements in the Eaft Indies. 


ARRIVED in France ſome time in the 
2 1 month of May 1783, after having been 
during the whole of the American war in 
the French Weſt India Iſlands, of which 
his majeſty had made me commandant. 
Loaded with marks of my ſovexeign s favour, 
who had ereated me lieutenant- general, and 
conferred on me the order of the Holy 
_ Ghoſt; in the vigour of life, and poſſeſſed 
of an ample fortune; after having paſſed 

| fix zan of Gl in 9 aten and ar reer 
climate, | 
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: = 
climate, I reviſited! my country, which 1 1 1783. 


found greatiy changed, it is true, in it 


manners and even in its cuſtoms : but at 


Paris I promiſed myſelf the full enjoyment 


of all thoſe charms and pleaſures which 


that capital afforded, till circumſtances which 


I did not deſire might again call me to 5 
ſerve my king and country. Sgon, how- 


ever, diſguſted with ſuck a round of fri- 


volity and diſſipation, and impelled by eu- 


; — I formed the proje& of quitting 


Paris, and travelling i into a rg coune | 


EI. 


; [| 
» 


I was nn curious to ovifh Britain; 3 


the excellence of its marine; the proſperity | 
and extent of its-commerce, the public ſpi- 
rit for which it is remarkable; its inex- 
hauſtible reſources, and the energy of its 


government; all theſe inſpired me with an 


ardent defire of being acquainted with the 
Principal ſprings by which it moved: * 


wanted likewiſe to inform myſelf of the 


cauſes which had for near a century ren- 
_ Gered England the ſucceſsful riyal of France, 
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. to ſee the relies of one of the greateſt men 
tthtat ever flouriſhed upon the theatre of the 
world. I wiſhed at the ſame time to ob- 
tin a knowledge of that Pruſſian army, 
which had contributed ſo much to his 
ſucceſs and glory. Joſeph, too, I was 
| | anxious to ſee, the rival of Frederic in 
power, the greateſt: admirer: of his talents, 
and the imitator of his conduct. Such 
"WIFE the N of 7 firſt OO. 

Þy 7 


1 5 e ator: England in the-beginning 


1784. * the month of February 1784. I re- 
mained there about fire months, during 
which I experienced a very favourable re- 

ception from his Britannĩe majeſty, from 
the principal perſons of the nation, and 
from the public in general. From the 

plwKuanters and Weſt India merchants I re- 1 
| WE a moſt flattering teſtimony of their 

ude. I had acted e en 
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towards the inhabitants of the Engliſh 
colonies which had been under the pro- 


tection of my ſovereign during the war, 
and they were pleaſed to paſs on my con- 


duct encomiums it by no means deſerved, 


2 OY were OP 2 to an 


1 8 Britiſh ſet. 


. tlements, 1 only followed the example of 


many Engliſh commanders, and particularly 


general Melville, who, when governor of 
Grenada, treated the inhabitants of. the 


conquered French Weſt India Iſlands with 


the moſt exemplary bumanity, and they 
in return took every ee of ex- 


| Proſing their n to him. 


Mt to _ approbation of our own 


7 conſcience, that of an enemy we eſteem is 
the moſt pleaſing acknowledgment a worthy 
action can receive, and the only one which 


can be remembered with fatigfaQion at a 
time when the . have 235 their 
285 35 1 
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RC ſaw the Engliſh nation in one of thoſe 


r— moments of agitation which is the natural 
effect of liberty, but which the wiſdom 
of a prudent and enlightened people 
moderates, and à firm and vigorous 


government knows how to repreſs, The 


majority of the Britiſh parliament ſeemed 


to threaten the, royal prerogative, which, 
as one of the principal foundations of the 
conſtitution, was defended by the whole 


nnn enen a we have 


ben of l. ok 2 e 
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la chis nation at Wenge of of a 


ce and foreign war, during which, for 
| ſeveral years, beſides her revolted colonies, 
time had to contend with the united forces 
of France, Spain, and Holland: I ſaw her 


emerge from this extraordinary combat | 


| as' fich, powerful, and formidable as ſhe | 


was before, notwithſtanding the loſs of 


America and three — of ber mo” | 
we fuhjets, 5 f 


ru PRENCH REVOLUTION: 


: tele ſhielded from the attacks of pre- 


: ſumptuous philoſophers. I ſaw morality 
diffuſed through the people, and ſupported 


among the rich and great, by the influence 


of public opinion, I ſaw the wealth of 
individuals made the inſtrument of the 


general happineſs, and employed to pro- 


mote the proſperity of the community. 
7 ſaw luxury indulged | with moderation, 
and made ſubſervient to the public utility, 


without inſulting, as elſewhere, a a ſtate of 
 wreichedneſs. here hardly known. T faw 


| beneficence and philanthropy 1 made a part 


of the national character; and the proudeſt | | 
| people i in the world, at e ſame time the A 


moſt generous and humane. If chere ap- 
peared to me ſome defects in the ſubordi- 
nate parts of che Britiſh government, yet 
1 judged that a nation happy in itſelf and 
powerful abroad muſt undoubtedly have the 


beſt of human inſtitutions, and I offered 


up my belt wiſhes for its maintenance in 


| its is original purity, * that its prin- 
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I faw religion reſpected, and i faered | - 4 


nenne LAT ro | 


i C25 a were not n to \ furounding | 


nations. | ; 1 8 2 5 


On leaving Tata 1 1 PIETY 
Holland in my way to Pruſſia, The 
Dutch I found agitated in a contrary di 


rection. The defects and weakneſs of their 


government had obliged them in a time of | 
imminent danger to increaſe the heredit: 
power of the commander in chief of their 


army, who was become the principal ma- 
giſtrate of that ariſtocratical republic. The | 
danger over, he fill preſerved the ſame 


power: one part of the nation however 


| wiſhed to deprive the houſe of Orange 


TIO OB: 8 


of this enotmous prerogative, and to 


change the form of government for one 


5 more popular. This party was ſupported | ; 


by France, which had given it ſuffi- 
cient. power and influence to engage : 


the  States-general in a war With Eng- 6 
land, in oppoſition to the Stadtholder . 
and the ariſtocratical party. "The United 
; Provingrs i in Se, were then, e on the eve 


5 3 
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of Wie dbg a revolution in cheir go- rg. 


vernment, which, however corrupt or 
vicious, had hitherto been ſufficient to 


| ſecure for them tranquillity, | riches, _— | I 


happineſs: but theſe are bleſſings which 


nations no more than individuals know how 


either to enjoy or to preſerve. Holland 


emperor. Joſeph, whoſe: pretenſions, con- 
trary to every exiſting treaty, were ſup- 

ported by an army already hovering on 
her borders. France, on the preſent occa- 


wards ſhe baſely abandoned the democratic 


party Which W had ae. encouraged, 


and armed. h 5 why tom 


2 thof 


„ 
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© a BE, paths my I 1 5 through Mee 8 
country, fill, preſerved, the, remains of 
| their ancient ſplendour ; 3 plenty and riches | 


every where met the exe . the domeſtic 
virtues were {till praQtiſed, but public ſpirit 


no longer exiſted : their government was 


eorrupts and this. people, formerly ſo ce- 


- nia and 1 induftrious,. ſcarcely. re, 
29 1 1 5 Ks v2 | membered 


' 
\ 


membered; how great it had been. The 
wources of its power and profperity were 
drying up; and Holland would of itfelf 


y events accelejated cy ruin; 


©} * . 7 \ ; Ts F 
" * — 2 ? , 4 2 — | R 
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Ute es We 2 different 


every man was 4 ſoldice. Here am abſo- 
kite authority was lodged in the hands of 
the ſovereign; the whole nation Was al 


„ a wh, ayer on lie, c -nrtues, nd, 
85 of is I eee 


nions. This government refembled that 


TY of the ancient inhabitants of the eountry, ' 
5 the Goths arid Vandals, who, "after they 


had overthrown the Roman empire, Had 
tranſported it front the banks of the Elbe, 


83 offered to the bee of 


| ſpeQtacle; a military government, where 


| have dwindled” into nothing, had .- ov 


army, che court a camp, and the monarch | 


my 
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a traveller, if I except his formidable army, 


who had aſtoniſhed all Europe by his ex- 


ploits, I found only a prince ſolicitous to 
promote the happineſs of his ſubjects, and 


to preſerve that ſuperiority which his army 

| had acquired; to maintain tranquillity in 
his 'own dominions, and to preſerve it 
| throughout Europe by eſtabliſhing it on 


the diſcipline and military {kill of which, 
that great man had carried to a pitch 
till that time unheard of. In the hero 
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a more ſolid baſis than heretofore. At 


the time I am ſpeaking of, his Pruſſian 


majeſty was endeavouring to accompliſh 


that Germanic confederation, which after 


his death was to oppoſe a barrier to the 
ambition of the houſe of Auſtria; a 


power daily increaſing in importance from 
| the military ſyſtem which it had lately | 
adopted, and the immenſe reſources for 7 


war ä 505 its ee 


- Reciived Ra Frederic ina manner which 


ſurpaſſed” my expectations, I had oppor- 


r of approaching a ve ſeeing 


© VOL. I ; = 'D | him 


* ; 
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. un frequently in his retired moments: 
S—>— here, diveſted of his grandeur and ma- 
| jeſty, the hero of his age appeared only 
| a man, as ſuperior to others by the 
3 brillianey of his underſtanding and the 


— — — 2 [ :ñ1 11— — i. Mie wonder 2 ‚agꝛ˙ͤl 
F 1 : * 


ak and ſtatien. His! philoſophy. was 


— —— 2 — — 1 ou — Y 


governing men; and the ſovereign who 

knew; how to make every paſſion con- 

tribute to the ſafety and happineſs of the 

= community over which he preſided, diſ- 
plwKuaped more true wiſdom than thoſe phi- 
loſophers who; pretending. to ſubject them 

to the dominion of teaſon, have over- 

thrown that ſocial order, which. could 
Auone be preſerved by the 1 
ALS vm gap apes the laws. 
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e re ORs of this rince 

. were likewiſe accompanied by the moſt 
aAqmiable qualities. No man who had 
frequented. the. beſt wha in ole 


* 
IF, 
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vigour of his mind, AL: by his elevated | 


7] r — engaging manners. "No philo- | 


| 
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ſopher or man of-lavders/ wes hates in- 1784. 
formed or poſſeſſed more extenſive knows — 


ledge. His converſation, inſtructive and 


intereſting, was enlivened by brilliant 
ſallies, and frequently by pointed raillery. 


Eaſe and freedom added new charms to 
a ſociety in which every one was left at 


_ liberty to contribute to the general enter- : 


tainment. | Thoſe who had for a few 
hours enjoyed the converſation of Fre- 


deric, went away with a much higher 


opinion of their own , underſtanding Sh.” 
they had before; all their intellectual fa- 


culties were unfolded, and they felt them- 
us in 4 manner e e 


This: a; bad ee A faults, 


he is even reproached with vices : but 


where is the man exempt from them, 
particularly if he be deſtined to act a con- 
{plcyous pus upon the theatre of life? 


Fm Prelkz 1 fet but for Bokerata. 
At my departure the king was pleaſed to 
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1584. He communicated this deſire: to me by 
means of the abbé Baſtiani, his intimate 


friend: for this prince had friends, and 


be is perhaps one of the few ſovereigns 


who ever had. This gentleman, who had 


given me many proofs of his confidence, 


imparted to me the project which the king 
had formed of eſtabliſhing a Germanic 


league; he aſſured me that his majeſty 
earneſtly deſired France to take part in it, 
and engaged me to mention the ſubje&t 
to M. de Vergennes, which I promiſed to 
do! Edd los the routes The; 0d 22 Per wa 


Thie emperor Joſeph was now aſſembling 


in camp at Prague; the king of Pruſſia was 
| likewiſe forming ſeveral in different parts 


36 his ee ene * for wo u tithe 


. mal not = a EYES between 
che armies of theſe two monarchs. Such 
Was the perfection of military diſcipline in 
each, that their ſuperiority ſolely depend 

. upon 1 the chief who-led them. 
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On my arrival at Prague I was preſented 1784. 
Go, 


to Joſeph. The virtues, qualities, defects, 
and inconſiſtencies of this monarch are 


well known. At the time I ſaw him he 
was engaged . deſtroying the feodal | 


—— and the old monarchical forms in 


' the greater part of his dominions. Under 


pretext of releaſing his people from ſervi- 


| tude, he ſought to deprive the noblemen 


and great lords of thoſe: prerogatives which 


made them. ſovereigns, and rather his 
vaſſals than his ſubjects. He was altering, 


the ancient conſtitution of thoſe rich pro- 
vinces which ſtill preſerved their repre- 
ſentative aſſemblies; and was attempting 
in all of them to eſtabliſh a military go- 


vernment, like that of Pruſſia. Effectually 


to annihilate ſuperſtition, he attacked the 
eſtabliſhed religion of his dominions, and 


to correct the abuſes of the clergy he 
| ſeized by 8 their os” bs 225 5 7 n 


334 "RR als e time 3 Pn as 


wine of Bavaria, in exchange for the 
8 ö had 


ountri s, rn 
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pda bad been excited by his innovation 


— 


| views even to the frontiers of — 
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8, and 
where he had razed all the Steed He 

ving Holland in a War which 
was Ukely to intereſt all the great powers 
of Europe ; ; and he extended his ambitious 


- CS 4449 
- JI in 


1 


Saerbeck at + Stat in all he failed. 
At his death, which happened a few years 
after, he Jaw his fineſt provinces revolt, 
dre out his troops, and declare cen 
war againſt hir, wHilft che reſt appear 

ready to imitate their example. 
only ching in which he — 2 
feuming an. exceller army and eſtabliſhing 
vt ni le —_— xe; epmh "Sag 


bat Data ae loot 
to France, and took the firſt opportunity 
of repreſenting to M. de Vergennes the 
advantages that might be expected, ſhould 
| France: detach herſelf from her alliance 
with the houſe of Auſtria, yrhich had ever 


b. 
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_ WH- 
into the - grand confederation projected by 1784. 


the king of Pruſſia. He coineided with 9 


me in opinion, but ſaid that it would 
Aways be time enough to make a treaty 
with Pruſſia. I objected to delay, repre- 


ſenting the inconveniences which might 
reſult from it, and particularly that it would 


furniſh an opportunity far the king f 
| England to enter into the league; 1 added, 
that I knew ſteps had already been taken 


for that purpoſe. He was ſtruck with 


this remark, and ſaid with an air of 


conwiction, „Believe me, Sir, it does 
not depend upon me.” This was exactly 


| the” obſervation made to me "whilſt in 
Pruſſia, by the abbe Baſtiani, who feared 
he weakneſs of our government and the 
: ittrigues of our court, I found an op- | 
portunity however of mentioning the 
fame ſubject to the king, and had with - 

him A long converſation upon 3 
= majeſty did not make me the fame anſwer 
as His 3 which he might have 


is diſcourſe was full of prudence, 


| good 2 and knowledge of the ſtate of 
"welt. er, | | pPalnck 


> 
ed 
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CL politics. He ſeemed to me to diſlike the 


aper and 10 fe the king of Pruſſia. 


D109 to 06S Admigo ot: aa. 


The fallowiog. e 1 ſet out on my 


a to Pruſſia, intending afterwards to 


viſit Ruſſia. M. de Vergennes deſired me 
to aſſure che abbe Baſtiani of the fayour- 
able diſpoſition. of che king his maſter, 


which would appear whenever circum- | 
ſtances ſhould require it; but he ſtill ſhewed 
the ſame averſion to engaging himſelf. by a 


treaty. I. found the abbé at Sans Souei, 
where he had paſſed the winter with the 
king. We had a long converſation to- 


gether before a private dinner, to which 


that prince had invited me. The abbs 
told me that the refuſal, or rather, the 
heſitation of the court of France, had 
determined his ſovereign to accede to the 


Ppropoſitions of the court of - London, | 


and that lord Cornwallis, was hourly ex- 
pected with full powers to conclude a de- 
finitive treaty. This was what I might 


have eden, of pun, 1 was not Ck 
rag 7 5 ene 
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However, the king's behaviour towards 1 
me was not in the leaſt altered either at din- 
ner or during the whole time that I paſſed 
at his court: I experienced from him the 
ſame. affability and condeſcenſion as for- 


merly, though he now and then indulged _ 


in pleaſantries on our court, intermixing 
occaſional compliments to the French na» 


l 10 e e 
ts 3 moment es Was Preparing to 
depart for Ruſſia, I received an -order | 
from government immediately to return. 
On my arrival, I was acquainted by the 
miniſters with a project relative to the 
Eaſt Indies. The object of this was, to 
unite the French and Dutch forces in an 
attack upon the Engliſn poſſeſſions, to 
reſtore to the princes of the country the 
provinces conquered from them by the 
Engliſh, and to obtain and ſecure for the 
two nations, factories and commercial 8 
eſtabliſhments which were to be free to 
che whole world. The means employed 
to inſure ſucceſs, to this enterpriſe: were an 


KS RELATING To» 


army of eighteen thouſand men, indepen- 
dent of the garriſons already in that 
| country, twenty millions of Hvres in 
ſpecie, and 2 naval forte able to oppoſe 
chat of the Euglih in che Eaſt Indies. 
Trinceomale in the iſland of ten was 
he place deſtined for the rende s of 
che Göspe aid fle tepefkbefy 4 
tary magazines. One third of the forces 
as well as of the ſums neceſſary, and 
| Rores and "proviſions of every kind were 
ec by the Dutch, who had 
e 1 have the command 
f the on „which Was in conſe- 
< ener e a- T aceepted it on eon 
dition that I ſhould not be under the eon- 
trol of the Dutch commercial companies, 
but that the States General ſhould appeint 
à military committee to regulate and rect 
whatever concerned the wür, which was 
agreed to. This plan; of Which 1 have 
xiven a Kketch; was very extetiſtve in its 
branches; but the time of its execution 
wus yet at ſome diſtance: as I faw ne 
| as war, nor any reaſons to 
5 » declare 


% 


declare it, I therefore remained in France 
expecting | 2 event to take place. | 


In 1787 the neee broke out in 
| Holland, but was quickly ſuppreſſed by 


the entry of a Pruſſian army commandet 


by the duke of Brunſwick. The French 
party was diſheartened, the. ariſtocrats re- 
gained-a ſuperiority, the houſe of Orange 
its ancient influence, and the ſtadtholderate 
its preroga tive and its former power 3 all 
e 26 py ant nited e eee 


abandoning her . and thus the vaſt 
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Bene Buss at the PAL of the 
omen of Louis the: Sixitenth.— M. qe 
-»4iManrepas,. M. de Fergennet, M. de Ca- 
anne. Plant of | the; two latter minifters. 
31:>>>Gotrvocation f the Notables, Steps 
la tghenrohy 1 that "afſembly, and the ' effetts 


Jo tobiab: they Produced. Tbe arcbbiſbop of 
L Boulogſe, afterwards cardinal Lonnie, 


Aa plactiu at tbe brad f > then finances 
0 οuν,,zkBe affembly f > the Notables 
I appointed prime minifler «His error: 
and inconſiſtencies.— ] am appointed com- 
mandant f Metz, and of the province 
des Evichis.— Beginning of the diſturb- 
ances in France. Meaſures ' purſued by 

" the parliaments. — Both they and the 
clergy demand a convocation of the States 
General, which is earneſtly defired by the 
 evhole nation. — Mbat the eſtates of the 
kingdom were formerly. — Obſervations 
LE 1 n 
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- upon the” change in ibe "manners and 


45 


cuſtoms of | the French nation and governs 


ment ſince the year 1614, the period 
- nohen' the ' States. . Were: IN 1 
e ee „ n e e 


in che manners and cuſtoms of the nation, 
began to ſhew itſelf in the government. 
I have already explained the remote cauſes 
8 of that revolution. I ſhall now proceed 
to relate thoſe which more immediately 
conduced to bring it about; together with 
e the event to whinh. it gave birth. 


5 NI. de ans Ae miniſter, had 


governed the kingdom during the former 
part of the reign of Louis the Sixteenth, 
but inſtead of remedying the diſorders of 


the ſtate, he rather augmented them. 1 


have already deſcribed the levity and ne- 
Eligence of his character; he was more 
attentive to the little intrigues of a court, 
than to > the . concerns of a nation; 
. | ROD more 


| P n 18 year, * abs 3 had 1787, 
already taken place in the mind and "YE 


/ 
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1787. more ſtudious of his own. eaſe and. enjoy- 


1 rn. 


ES eee 8 hs 
1 ntable effects of ſuch a character 


dom, and even upon the habits and deci- 
ſions of a young prince, whoſe good ſenſe 
and purity of heart would have ſecured 
the happineſs of his people, had the earlier 
Part of his reign been under the guidance 
of a man of more virtue Were n 
nene N | 
Ae us PROPS eee 
King transferred his confidence to M. de 
_ Vergennes, Who rather” influenced "ny 
* his — MN 
- This a 1 nature OP was . 
ful of giving offence to the court and 
great men: he wanted vigour and genius, 
but was in other reſpects a man 1 
_ gs an qo RY 


Son Alarmed 
- : 1 N 1 
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i. 


_ Alarmed at the critical ſituation in which 1787. 
the kingdom ſtood, he explained its con- 


dition to his majeſty: he obſerved that in 
the preſent- ſtate of affairs, it was abſo- 
lutely neceſſary to have recourſe to ſome 
extraordinary means, and to. eſtabliſh a 
new plan of adtnieiſiration to avoid a vio- 
lent . n e ler 


The EY we l not the 
greateſt of all the calamities with which 
France was afflicted, was the diſorder in 


her finances, occaſioned by a long ads. 


of extravagance, and increaſed by the 
American war, which mvolved her in an 
expence of twelve hundred millions of 
livres tournois. To remedy this evil ſome 
new refource' was neceſſary, the old being 
completely exhauſted, M. de Calonnej 
_ miniſter of the finances, had imagined” a 
vaſt and bold plan which he had propoſed 
to M. de Vergennes; it was now ſub- 
mitted to the king, who gave it his appro- 
bation, and eg to fupport it re 
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5787. / This plan, without attacking the princi- 


ples of the French monarchy, without 
placing any reſtraint upon the authority 
of the ſovereign, changed entirely the 


old ſyſtem of adminiſtration in the 


finafices: it was calculated - radically to 
remove all its defects; the greateſt of 
which proceeded from the abuſe of the 


privileges of the richeſt claſs of contri- | 


butors, including not only the grandees of 
the kingdom and perſons in power, but 
the firſt orders of the ſtate, the provinces 


and the cities, and which threw the great 


weight of taxes upon the moſt numerous, : 
but moſt indigent part of ther _ who | 
ere nnn 1 hem? e 
- The £96 of M. a 6 was con- 
3 with that of the provincial admini- 
ſtrations, which were meant to be ſubſti- 
tuted to the arbitrary eſtabliſhment of the 
intendants. It was to be ſupported by an 
aſſembly of the notables of the kingdom, 
formed with a view to counterbalance the 
e Theſe meaſures were the 
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more acceptable to the king, as they tended 1787. 
to fulfil the deareſt wiſh of his heart, that h 


of relieving the moſt numerous claſs of 
his ſubj 8 er. : 
The. Nashi of the 3 were 
ſummoned for the 29th of January 1787. 
Of this aſſembly I was a member. It had 


not been held ſince the year 1626, under 


Louis the Thirteenth. At that time the 
prime miniſter was cardinal Richelieu, and 


he directed all its movements, making 
them -ſubſervient to his own views and 
projects; this was not the caſe in the pre- 


ſent inſtance. 


The opening of the alembly of the 
Notables had been put off till the 22d of 


February, during which interval M. de 


Vergennes died, and M. de Calonne loſt i 
his coadjutor and ſupport. Another in- | 


convenience attending this delay was, that 


it gave time to the Notables and to the | 


public to recover from their firſt ſurpriſe; : 


it likewiſe afforded intriguers an Oppor- b ü 
„ J 
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8 1787. tunity of putting in practice thoſe ſchemes. 
— which they, had formed. to fruſtrate * 
PR of the many e IVR 


The aſſembly of the Notables x was com- 
poſed of the moſt diſtinguiſhed perſons 
among the clergy, the nobility, the magiſ- 
tracy, and the municipal bodies of the 
principal cities; conſequently it was na- 
tural to ſuppoſe that they would object to 
the abolition of abuſes by which they 
were the gainers. Nothing but the firſt 
impulſe of enthuſiaſm could determine 
them to make the important facrifices ex- 
pected from them. However, the nobles, 
the deputies from che different cities, and 
the magiſtrates who were members of the 
king” s council, conſtituted the majority of 
this aſſembly, and were well diſpoſed to- 
| . wards the intended regulations; they 
would certainly have brought over the 
| * Whole had it not been for the intrigues of 
=: - the clergy artfully conducted by the arch- 
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ally deteſted M. de Calonne, and ſeconded 
by the members of the magiſtracy, he 
found means to alter the good diſpoſition 


of the aſſembly. That body now bent all 
its efforts to the deſtruction of the miniſter 


who had convoked it; and he, finding 
himſelf abandoned by the king, was diſ- 


graced, and forced precipitately to leave 
the country, to avoid the vengeance of 


thoſe whom his projedts v were > calculated 
to o aſfeck. 


8 5 


Cardinal 1 Lomenie was now appoint- 
ed to the ſuperintendence of the finances, 


and ſhortly after he had the temerity to 


accept che reins of government, which the 
king imprudently confided to him, by 
creating him prime miniſter. His firſt 
ſtep was to diſmiſs the. Notables, whom he 
| might uſefully have employed, by means 


of rhe influence that his 8 N had 


kitherto ad over their conduct. 
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5 Notables, and aſpired to the office of prime 1787. 


miniſter. Supported by the chief officers 
af ſtate, and by the queen, who perſon- 
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8 the diſſolution of this aſſembly, 


being appointed commandant of the city 


of Metz and of the province of the biſhop- 


rics, I immediately ſet off to enter on the 


functions of my office. The new miniſter, 


deprived of the ſupport of the Notables, 


was. ſoon at the mercy of the parliaments. 
He collected ſome fragments of the plan 
of M. de Calonne, which contained many 
excellent things, and preſented the means 
of a temporary relief from the preſent 


embarrafſ ments: theſe, however, he was 


prevented from putting in execution by 
an obſtinate reſiſtance on the part of 
the parliaments. To puniſh theſe, ſome 


vigorous meaſures of authority were em- 


ployed, but always followed by acts of 
weakneſs, . . Theſe bodies renewed their 
aſſociation, and eſtabliſhed by their de- 
crees the principles. of a parliamentary 
ariſtocracy to which they conſtantly ad- 
hered. From this period we may date 
the commencement of the troubles in 
France. Bretagne was the place where 


they firſt broke out. To this province 
CL govern- 
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government was obliged to march an 


army, commanded by marechal de Stain- 


ville, which however could not be made 
uſe of, from the ſpirit of dilaffection 


which manifeſted itſelf among the troops, 
and more particularly among the oſſicers. 


At Paris, the diſcontent among the people, 


encouraged and fomented by factious 3 


members of the parliament, ſhewed itſelf 
in acts of inſurrection, which it was 
neceſſary to ſuppreſs with military force. 


This momentary triumph however, on 
the part of government, did not diſcon- 
cert the parliament. It cited to its bar 


both marechal de Biron, commander of 
the French guards, and the commander of 
the guard at Paris, to give an account of 


their conduct. The firſt refuſed to obey 


the ſummons, and eſcaped in conſequence 
of his high rank: the ſecond was removed 


from his employment by a weak conde- 
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many provinces Which before the reign o of 


Gs Louis the Fourteenth had their provincial 


1 
* 


fates, the government had re- eſtabliſned 


thoſe inſtitutions, in others they had cre- 


ated provincial aſſemblies. This meaſure, 


though founded on good principles, yet 
rather; ſerved to inersale than allay the 


fermentation, which. had riſen to a moſt 


alarming height, particularly in Dauphiny. 
To this province, as to Bretagne, troops 
were marched, but the greater part refuſ- 
ing to act againſt the people, inſtead of 
being of any utility they only brought the 
by giving this public! proof of its weak - 
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- Cardinal de leni . gt with | 
the- reſiſtance; Which he experienced from 
we parliaments, perſuaded the king to 


adopt the romantic ,project of a, plegary. 


court, which would have cut off thoſe 


aſſemblies from all hope of obtaining that 


portion of the * rs en 
- they wiſhed tp poll. -. Ct 
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Wich a view of concealing their ambi- 
tious deſigns, and to preſerve their in- 


| fluence over the people, the parliaments 
thinking it would never be granted, de- 
manded à convocation . of the States 


55 


1788, 


General of the kingdom, an idea ſug- 


geſted by the aſſembly of the Notables. 


The clergy, with the ſame perſuaſion, and 
from the ſame motives, joined in the 


requeſt; and government committed the 


ME WO fault of g 5p ene 


Nn two centuries nad now . 


ſince the States General of the kingdom 
had been convoked, and ſuch great changes 


- had taken place in the manner of think- 


ing, in the cuſtoms, character, and go- 


vernment of the French nation, that they 
could not fail of ee a en 9 


dommption. 
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10 the 3 Dana: in 8 ages, 
none of the clergy were admitted but ſuch 


as held benefices of the. nobility but thoſe 


e were proprietors. c of fiefs, and of the 
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1788. chird eſtate but deputies choſen-by great 


cities from among their municipal officers, 
principal notables. They were never 
embled but on extraordinary occaſions, 
ſuch as inteſtine commotions or foreign 
Wars: hardly ever did any good reſult from 
the convocation of them, and once in 
particular they occaſioned great diſorders. 
This happened, it is true, under Charles 
the Sixth, at the time that prince was 
inſane. France was then diſtracted by an 
9 inteſtine and foreign war, and the Engliſh 
\ were maſters of a great part of the king- 
dom. Theſe ſtates were held at Paris. 


The number of repreſentatives Which 
compoſed the States General was never 
iſely fixed; it ſeldom exceeded five 
1 wndred, and ſometimes did not exceed 
two hundred. It was not of importance 
13 that one order ſent more deputies than 

— another ; : for the votes were then taken by 
order, by bailiwick, or even by nation, 
5 which laſt was at that time one of the 
In divitons: * France, as govern- g 
| „ A ment ; 
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ment has been fince. The members of the 
different parliaments fat individually among 
the third eſtate when choſen, In the letters 
of convocation, fhe king announced the ob- 
ject for which the States General were aſ- 


ſembled: he diſſolved them at pleaſure; he 


permitted the different orders, and the pro- 
vinces, which had almoſt all their particular 
aſſemblies, to preſent their grievances called 
doleances, which he redreſſed as he thought 
proper: but at that time the clergy was held 
in great veneration, the nobility Was ex- 
tremely powerful, and the third eſtate, 
deſtitute of force itſelf, obeyed the n 
| of OP two Spider: orders. 7 > 


: 7 the afembly be the States i in 9 0 
their forms and principles had been adopted 
by the parliaments: but except this, every 
veſtige of the old government had diſap- 
peared, nor were even the elementary parts 
of the States General the ſame. In the order 


of the clergy, the biſhops and abbots, for- 
merly elected by the members of that body, 


and zen propoled for the een of 
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| ; the people 3, ah; ;after. the nee e under 


= . 


among men x the mad ala for their 
— morals, their piety, and erudition; were 
held in the, greateſt | veneration by the 
public; but theſe dignities having been 


ſince diſpoſed of to the young nobility of 


the court and provinces, that order had loſt 


much of its conſideration, eſpecially , as 
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Abe nobility had Ai Seca A nn —9— 
changes; it had loſt, not only its ancient 
ſplendour, but even its exiſtence; and was 


entirely decompoſed. There were in France 
nearly thirty thouſand noble families; 
„a number not to be wondered at, ſince 


four thouſand civil offices either gave or 


trauſmitted nobility,” and the king daily 


granted letters of nobleſſe, which had been 
laviſhed to ſuch a degree in the ſucceſſion 
; war, that they were fold at two thouſand 


| etoiyns Re" Out of this great number 
bout a ans whoſe 
ien 
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N The FRENCH REVOLUTION, 27, 
origin was loſt in the remote periods of the 


; French monarchy: of theſe, ſearcely two 


or three hundred had eſcaped indigence and 
misfortune; . There were ſtill to, be met 
With at court names which brought to mind 
the memory of thoſe great characters wha 
had once rendered them illuſtrious, but the 


poſſeſſors ſeldom recalled: the idea of their | 


virtues. In the provinces, likewiſe, there 


exiſted families who Kill maintained their 
conſequence, either by having preſerved 


the poſſeſſions of their anceſtors,. or by. 


having repaired the loſs of fortune by 1 
plebtian alliances. The reſt of this ancient | 


- nobility was languiſhing in poverty. It 
reſembled thoſe venerable oaks which, mu- 
tilated by time, preſent no other relics than 


a naked trunk. No longer ſummored'for 


military ſervice, or convoked either to the 
provincial ſtates, or to thoſe of the nation} | 


the ancient conſtitution of this order was: 


entirely loſt. If honorary titles were borne; 
by ſome old and illuftrious families, they, 


wart likewiſe, ſhared by a multitude de of new 
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the right of aſſuming them arbitrarily, 


The greateſt part of the large landed eſtates 


| was become the property of financiers and 


merchants, or their deſcendants: the fiefs 
were principally in the hands of the bur- 
geſſes of towns. In- ſhort, the nobility 
had nothing to diſtinguiſh them from the 
other claſs of citizens, but ſuch favours as 
the court choſe to confer upon them, and 
exemptions from taxes, leſs advantageous to 
themſelves than burdenſome to the ſtate, 
and offenſive to the people. Nothing of 


their ancient dignity and conſequence re- 


mained, except the hatred Land e to 
the mtu, —SA 22-1 doc 
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of France at the epoch of which I am 
ſpeaking; . 1 muſt, however, except that of 
retagne, which, by means. of its particular 
government, Aill crea its e 
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ance, had been gained by the third eſtate. 1788. 
Since the reign of Henry the Fourth, and 8 


conſequently ſince the laſt aſſembly of the 
States General in 1614, France had formed 


ſettlements in America, had eſtabliſhed a 
maritime commerce, created manufactures, 


and in a manner rendered all Europe and 
other parts of the: world tributary to her 


induſtry. The immenſe riches which by 5 


this means flowed in upon the kingdom 
fell entirely into the hands of the plebeian 


claſs, the prejudices. of the nobility pre- 
venting them either from engaging in trade, 
or practiſing any mechanic or liberal art. 


The introduction of theſe riches, by in- 
creaſing; the quantity of ſpecie, had even 


tended to_impoveriſh the nobles, as well. 


as land-holders in general. Cities, how- 
ever, were conſiderably augmented. Com- 

mercial towns were eſtabliſhed, ſuch as 
5 Lyons, Nantes, Bourdeaux, and Marſeilles, 

which equalled the capitals of many 1 
bouring ſtates. Paris was increaſed to an 
alarming ſize; and whilſt the nobilitz 7 


 quitted their. country ſeats, and Wa 3 
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1781 BD to che berge to diffipat their property, 
the inferior Tanks of the people, by their 
induſtry, found there new ſources of opu- 
lence. All the little provineial towns were 
| come more or leſs'commercial ; - almoſt all 
rere diſtinguiſhed by ſome' particular ma- 
nufacture or commodity, | All were peopled 

With little burgeſſes who, or their fathers 

1 A before them, had found means, 2 

| could not undertake large ſpeculations, to 

| | = enrich themſelves by the management or 

=_ 3 tenantry of the fiefs and eſtates of great 
Y 
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proprietozs or nobles. ' They had in general 

4 received ſome what of an education, which 
=: was to them more neceſſary than to the 
—_ -: nobility, ſome of whom,” by their birth 
| Ws riches, obtained the firſt employments 
| of the ſtate, without merit or talents, whilſt 
others were left to languiſh out their days 
in the ſubordinate ſtations of the army. 
Thus, at Paris, and in all the great towns, 
the commercial part of ſociety was ſuperior | 
to the nobility in wealth, in talents, and 
in perſonal merit: in the provincial towns, 
"AI Oy — the fame advantage; i 
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of this they were perfectly ſenſible, yet 1786. 


were they every where conſidered in a hu- 
miliating light; they ſaw themſelves, by 
the military regulations, excluded from all 
employment in the army; they were like- 
_ wiſe, in ſome meaſure, ſhut out from high 
eccleſiaſtical preferments, the biſhops being 


always choſen from among the firſt claſs of : | 


the nobility, and the grand vicars in general 
from members of that order. The third 
eſtate was likewiſe inadmiſſible to many or - 


the cathedral chapters. 'In the ſame man- 


ner they were excluded from the higher 
claſs of the magiſtracy, the major Part oE: - 
the ſovereign coutts admitting only che 
nobility into their bodies; „ even for the 
_ office of maſter of the Tequeſts, the firſt 
ſtep ir in the council of fate, 7 8 led o 
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cokducted hs Colberts, the Louvois, l 


ſo many other celebrated men, to the ſupe- 8 


rior departments in the miniſtry, in more 
modern times proofs of nobility were re- 
quired, e alter re deprived the | 
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. 38. ancient nobility of thoſe of their: prexoga- 
— tives which were neceſſary i in a monarchy, 

I. " "hos were indulged with privileges which 
| n en to , 0 
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mous voice the convocation of the States 
General was ſo loudly. called for, that the 
government, the weakeſt which had for a 
long time exiſted, found itſelf obliged to 
comply... I ſhall. not. here ſpeak of the 
public opinion, which, in the cities and 
| great towns, but particularly at Paris, and 
even among the inhabitants of the country 
in, many provinces, was inclined to irre- 
| ligion and licentiouſneſs. In all ranks of 
people was remarked an averſion to the 
| eſtabliſhed authorities, and a contempt for 
the perſons of thoſe who exerciſed them. 
From this we may judge what the convo- 
cation of the States General muſt have pro- 
duced, had it been poſſible to aſſemble them 
under the fame form and compoſition | as 
. Re woo 
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| = in the nation, when by its unani- 


formerly; we may likewiſe conceive the 1 788. 
energy and addreſs requiſite on the part . 
government in ſuch circumſtances, not 


only to guide their labours towards uſeful 
obj ects, but even to prevent them Bom: 
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10 the king M. 9 4who ts appointed 
miniſter of the finances. Principles and 
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| +]  proefts of Cardinal Lomenie.— They are 
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 ,_ purſued by M. Nectar. ſecond of- 
' fembly of the Notables. —Their opinion 
concerning the compoſition of the States Ge- 
© neral,—Arret of the Parliament of Paris 
upon the ſame ſubjef#.—Convocation of the 
States General, and their compoſition. —My 
F converſation with M. Neclar.—I am ſent 
0 


to reſume my command at Meta. Mant 
1 of grain.—The ated ane ova 1 this 
1 3 5 


22 6 VARDINAL 1 terrified at . 
ſituation to which: he ſaw France re- 

na. but till more alarmed at his own, 
abandoned the.office of miniſter, which he 
had held during eight months, adding 
error to _ "oy one 8 to 
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another. He adviſed the king to have re- 
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1988. 


non of the public confidence, but not f 


= this unhappy prince; who, how 


entruſted him not only with the 


; dent e er cement 


tis man, Hntadentand 1 9 5 
| e temper and abilities neceſſary | 


to direct a great revolution in the govern» 


ment, now perhaps become inevitable, 
by 293 the 92 95 of a c or 


3 me . by a ee to give 3 


ol the plan which theſe two men. had con- 
ceived, and Which the latter put in execu- 


tion: che errors of ſtateſmen are ſometimes 
of ſervice to thoſe who follow them, by 
pointing out _ JO non WO . 
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* * he had Alben the: Engden on 


| — xo reſigning his employment left the- ſeeds: of 


| ſill greater behind him, - a theſe: came to 
maturity under the adminiſtrat 
2 He not aby d he 

| 3 mind of the public, already much 

| 5 agita 6 by propoſing to the men of letters 
A que on concerning the beſt forms and 
ple Re e eee ther Mes 


deprived of the 
| ſhip,” the ftrongs N 


port of religious wor- 


of ſocial” ties, Was 


- founded upon the fulliciency of dhe light 


of reaſon to inſtruct the people in their 
duty, and * + political baſis of which was 
| TR ot oy ods 07 on 19 
. 7 COD GaoONt 00 JG0ARNITGT] 
2 To. attain the « objet he bad i in view, he 
ſought every opportunity of alienating the 
king's mind from the firſt orders of che 
ſtate, 3 fty was 
5 BY 6 1 . 
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"itt diſpleaſed, and perhaps not Wich 1 178 8. 
out reaſon. He repreſented to him the 8 
inconveniencies which aroſe from the 
enormous prerogati ves of the clergy; the 1 
rapacity of the great, and of his courtiers 
who deyoured the ſubſtance of his people; 
the abuſe which the nobility made of their 
privileges, and that of certain provinces 
which oppoſed him in his deſign of relieving | k 
his ſubjects by a juſt aſſeſſment of the 1 
taxes; and laſtly, he reminded him of the 7 
refractory conduct of his parliaments; 
their exorbitant claims, and the danger 
that might be apprehended from their am- 
bition when ſupported by the public opinion. 
It was not difficult to prove to the king that 
the rights, prerogatives, and even the ſpirit 
of theſe corporations formed an obſtacle to 
the indulgence of his benevolence, which 
was his majeſty's ! prevailing virtue; but it 
ſhould likewiſe have been explained to him, 
that they were the pillars of the monarchy, 
whoſe very exiſtence depended upon theirs; 
and that, however neceſſary it might be to . 
correct the vices and abuſes which had 
5 ſt | 


" 1h 


and privileged bodies, and was at laſt ſa- 


humble, and even annihilate the firſt orders 
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2 inſpired the king, not only while 


he was in place, but after his reſignation, 
having preſerved a great influence by means 


of his credit with the queen, whoſe confi- 
dence he had found means to gain. Thus, 
the moral and religious virtues 0 Leute 
the Sixteenth: were made ſubſervient to 


the relaxed e of @ Spb god 


"ta with 8 © ent By bad = 


| fame political principles, and theſe had been 


ſtrengthened by the experience he had ac- 


| quired under bis former: edeiniſtration. 


hie e 3 
encountter the oppoſition of the parliaments 


then he judged a favourable moment to 
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of the mate He thought, no-doubt, that 2786. 
the middling claſs of the people, humili- — 
1 ated and jealous of the prerogati ves en- 

| joyed by theſe orders, — 

pliſh what the . __ not 
ene | 


bs ps APPOINTS 4 
was neceſſary to ęruſh the power newly 


erected by them was, in the approaching 1 


aſſembly of the States General, to give a 
preponderating influence to the third eſtate, 

and to render theſe meetings periodical. 2 
Becoming then only a popular aſſembly, 
the States General, he imagined, might be 
made the inſtruments of his ambition, and 
the ſupporters e een 
B = OI”. | : 
8 ieee I. of | 
a eitizen of Geneva; and Louis, already | 
prepoſſeſſod, ſaw; it through thoſe | of his? 
miniſter; he readily adopted his fatal ſyſtem, 
and the monarch. placed himſelf -at the 
your of a conſpiracy againſt the monarchy, = 

4 222 . 'F 4 es * 
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ED i ſacrificed in the hope of mak 
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5 8 when 1 refle& on te crimes 
with which a great number of you are 
With what ſavage barbarity did you treat 
the moſt humane, the moſt benevolent of 


princes, and the beſt of men! What ſacri- 


| fices did he not make, if not for your hap- 
1 . at leaſt * W with your minen! 


N $4 l SY 2 5 -- 2 


3 


= A Gre your memory, 


1 will remind you of them. On his acceſ- 
ſion. to the throne, you earneſtly; 8 


the reſtoration of the parliaments which 
Louis the Fifteenth had been obliged to 
aboliſh: this he granted. The miniſters 


he choſe appeared to him to be men of 
the greateſt wiſdom, integrity, and abili- 


ties; and ſuch he always ſought during 


8 2 2 * 1 9 7 F<, + * F. We 5 3 
te whole of his reign: if he ſometimes 
y hy 9 E 2 * 
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ing his ſubjeQs more happy; for never 
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13 | %. - d J 
* 5 ö ETTE 29 


HE FRENCH' REVOLUTION. 


_ erred, it was the public opinion which 1588. 


| miſſed him. He aboliſhed the corte, and 


changed the ancient penal code, which ſtill 
contained too many veſtiges of the igno- 
rance and barbarity of your forefathers. 
He firſt tried the experiment of provincial 
adminiſtrations, which he wiſhed to eſta- 
bliſh over the whole kingdom, for the pur- 
poſe of introducing cxconomy into the 
collection of the public taxes, and to pre- 


vent partiality 3 in levying and aſſeſſing them. | | 


He deſtroyed the abuſe of lettres de. cachet, 
a moderate uſe of which your prejudices 


rendered ſtill neceſſary. He emptied the 


ſtate priſons, which ſoon contained only men 


dangerous to ſociety, confined from motives 


of humanity. Conſtantly ſtudying the eaſe 


and happineſs of his people, he aſſembled | 
the Notables of the kingdom, to prepare 


the means of accompliſhing his purpoſe. 


You have "_ with what ardour he delired > 


i *A Fa by which chi 5 were e to 


; emplay their own labour and cattle in repairing the — 


roads, without ie = e 
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2788. the abolition of the gabelle u, and other 


— nc of a burthenſome nature; if this 
was not eee, 5 fault en not * 


ks cn to him. 


In. the midſt of = moſt. corrupt. court 
— preſerved the pureſt morals, a mild and 


enlightened piety in the midſt of irreligion 
and atheiſm, and perſonal economy in the 
midſt of unbounded luxury. Ever ſteady 

in the principles of goodneſs, and ever 


ready to comply with your requeſts, he 
freely conſented again to aſſemble the 


States General, which the poliay, or rather 


the wiſdom and prudence; of his predeceſ- 


ſors had long diſcontinued. He reſigned 


into the hands of your repreſentatives, 


intoxiested with che fumes of liberty, his 
| | ſovereign. authority, deſiring only to ro- 
ſerve the portion neceſſary to ſeeure your 


they ſtripped him 


. 2 By the PEE every berſon was eompelied i either 
to take a certain quantity of falt, or to buy it at an 


| ere res WARS was rue * oy” * ü 
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vhilſt a licentious and ungovernable mob 1788. 


inſulted him and | threatened his palace... 


Witness the 14th of July, and the 5th of 
O ober, when, ſtill more inſolent and out- 
rageous, they came to tear him from his 
reſidence by force. He was earneſtly ſo- 


* licited to put himſelf at the head of his 


troops, to eſcape from and repreſs their 


fury. He could have done it, and he 


would then have diſconc erted. all the pro- 
Jes of thoſe conſpirators who have in- 


| volved you in guilt ; but from motives of . 
= humanity. he refuſed, He was dragged 
like a_eriminal to your capital, where the 


palace of his anceſtors became his priſon ; 


loaded with injuries and inſults, his life 
and that of his family were continually 


in danger the bittereſt reproaches and 


moſt indecent invectives were heaped upon 


chem. Eluding at laſt the vigilance of 


the villains who meditated his death, he x 
eſcaped from their hands, wiſhing to ſave _ | 


them from the commiſſion of ſtill greater 


crimes, - Far from the walls of Paris he '-— - - 


ſought a place of refuge whence he might 1 
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make you hear the voice of reaſon; and 
explain to you your real intereſt: but, he 


 - was arreſted as a fugitive, reconducted to 
his priſon, and from thence, being firſt 


ſtripped of his ſceptre and his crown, 


_ after a long and ſtrict confinement, he was 


led to the ſeaffold. His auguſt head fell 
under the hands of the executioner, and 
the ſame fate awaited that part of his 
family which remained ſtill expoſed to the 
barbarity of his ſanguinary judges. The 


Athenians, whom you formerly reſembled 
in politeneſs, in the elegance of your 


manners, and in the delicacy and ſuhtilty 
of your wit, but whom you now much 


more reſemble in levity and exuelty, put 
to death Socrates the wiſeſt of men, and 


they repented of it; you have deprived of 
life the moſt” virtuous of kings, and till 


celebrate the anniverſary of a day wich 
fixed upon the French nation a ſtain that 


no time can efface, nor all the laurels of 


pour conquering” chiefs can cover from the 


eyes of aſtoniſhed and "terrified poſterity. 
probt at len 1 your pare that the 
| " Aen. ; i 5 crime 


Tus FRENCH: REVOLUTION. 


crime Gio: -was not- that of all; 5 1988. 


4 


that, enchained by the tyrants who then — 


geance has already puniſhed, the French 


nation has not been the accomplice to their 5 


monſtrous cruelties, but the paſſive inſtru- 


ä ambition! „ * 71 
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36 5 hs: ee of. thoſe 


events Which led to e, . dread- 
ful eonſrephe., Vn and 


af") . i bs 15 12 ere 1 


fs Whether, Neckar . eee to (Son in 5 
execution the plan he had conceived or 
adopted, whether he foreſaw the danger 


of it, or whether he wiſhed. to obtain i in- 


formation. with reſpect to the nature and : 


form. of the States | General, previous to 
elr. convocation, he. called an aſſembly 


of the Notables, compoſed. of the ſame” 
member as. the- preceding, and to their | 
conſideration. he ſubmitted | ſeveral, quel- 5 
tions concerning the manner of their con. — 
W their 895 and eoeppoſitic on. 
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governed, and whoſe erimes Divine ven- 


ment, or rather the b r of their e 
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The Notables, who when aid aſſem- 


> diet) had done eve dee Naſt Sn non 


manded that the States Generäf (ould be 
formed upon the fame principles a8 in 
1614, paſſed, bn the 7th of December, at 
_ tle mand * the breaking up of the 


ar” 


cauſed much miſchief; It is true they 
5 the double repreſentation of the 
third eſtate, which would undoubtedly 
| have been à great evil, 1 | 
_ demanded by the” plebeians. 
bly of the Notables confified” : r i Nen 
diviſions called Bureaum and in one of 
cheſe only was this meaſtire approved of, 
and even in chat by a majority of no mor 
than a ſingle vote. It was the burraw at 
vrhich Monſieur preſided. The demo- 
cratical form for the national repreſent- 
ation was that which the aſſembly adopted 
granting all the members "of" the 
orders, without reſpect to property he 
 Kifions, © the "right of being Ale a8 
electors an members. This opinion of 
_the Notables was ſupported by the parlia- 
"ment of Paris, which having firſt de- 
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aſſembly of the Notables, a dernen 
contained principles entirely oppoſite to 


thoſe they had maintained in the former. 


2 


They demanded the periodical aſſembly 


of the States General; an obligation on 


the part of government to levy no taxes 


without their conſent; and that a connex- 
ion ſhould be eſtabliſhed between the States 
General and the parliaments, who- ſhould 


by them enacted. They demanded the 
abolition of lettres de cachet ;, that mini- 
ters ſhould: be rendered Arne "= 


W Calkbere denn enn a 


ments 3 and laſtly, they demanded the 
liberty of. the preſs. What was ſingular 
parliament did not pretend to paint out 


the form in which the States General 
ſhould be convoked, nor the number; of 


deputies of which It ought to conliſt, - 
leaving theſe to the wiſdom and diſeretion 


of his majeſty; obſerving only that regard 


ought to be paid to the changes which 


Wa, + 
+ 
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Bad taken place in the government, the 
— manners, and even the cuſtoms of the | 
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tte the parliaments, on the preſent occa- 


ſion, purſue a conduct ſo oppoſite to that 
which" they had formerly adopted; but 


theſe aſſemblies were divided into two 


parties: the old members deſired a revo- 


lution in the government, which might 


ſatisfy the ambitious views of their body 


by procuring them admiſſion to a ſhare in 


me legiſlative part of the ſovereignty : the 
younger members, on the contrary, wiſhed 
for à general revolution, which might 


| ſatisfy? their perſonal ambition; The 
mene in the preſent inſtance, gained the 


over the former, and the 


daeeree of the 7th of December was' pre- 
pared at the club knox 
tion of the Enrages, formed this year by 
tze duke of Orleans, and to which he had 
affectited the” aſe" "faEtious: wendete of 


by the appella- 
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Deſpremenil,” e Semon ville, * Ph 
Fargeau, c. che inſtruments ſo ſucceſs. - 
fully made uſe of by Orleans in the forts == 

of his conſpiraey, but diſcarded bß 
him ag uſeleſs and even obſtacles to the 
execution of his projects when they ad- 
vanced towards maturity. I am the more 
confirmed in the opinion, that the above 

decree was dictated by the younger mem 

bers of the parliament of Paris, from a 
converſation which I had with M. d'Or. 

meſſon, firſt preſident of that aſſembly. 
The country ſeat of this gentleman lay 
contiguous to mine. He was a man of 
the moſt diſtinguiſhed virtue, and had 
preſerved that Jan tnt manners which _ | 
prairies AAA a ee of * 5 


41 
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wth eee 15 5 e Wen 5 
eree, I aſked him how the members f 
bis body came to take a ſep ſo incon- 
ſiſtent, ſo; unreaſonable, and fo: m_ nd 
with miſchief. He aſſured . chat LY . 
nd all the ancient magi 
„ 


ers who domineered in their 
eembly»ithar their bady was at preſent 
merely a demoeraey governed by ſtrip- 
lings. This may ſerve as an rü for 
the conduct Which the magiſtrature 
eee * 1; 8 by: 21. 5 ee 
„ de ene ad) 30 
Neckat in the mean time, ſup! | 
the gonſent of his majeſty, the dpinion of 
"the Notables, - of che parliaments, ;apd- the 
public, on the Ayth of December pre- 
tented.to the king's council, his plan for 
W com . 
of May e e for me opkajng of. that 
_ aſſembly. The election was fixed for the 
month of March, and the States General 
were to be convened at Verſailles. Neckar 
bad. propoſed that they ſhould meet at 
Paris, but the miniſters ſaw: many reaſons 
3 —— and this was the 
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blende of Neckar, wortliy and enlightened 1788. 4 
men, endeavoured to/poirit out to him the — 
| inconveniences- of the principles which : 2M 
he had laid down for the formation | | j 
of the States General; they propoſed a 


ſeveral uſeful changes and modifications, 


| J 

which he | conſtantly refuſed to adopt, . q 

| either through blindneſs or obſtinacy. He 'F 
was adviſed to make uſe of his influence q 
in the elections, in order that government | 

7 might have ſome partiſans in the aſſembly 7 

f of the States ; this he rejected from the 

2 immorality of ſuch a ſtep; for the ſame - 

1 reaſon he declined liſtening to a propoſal i 

r made him a ſhort after, of gaining | Ko 

„ over ſome” of che moſt virulent "Hhembers TH? 1 

t #: that aſſembly, ... de Op Bey — 2 

it . 555 fob ab s 1 111119 % 18 d bbs inn I 

e by 1 Neckar was an ambitious man, 1 by 

il ng means. think. him a man of vicious prin DEER 

u ciples.3..but he was -unacquainted:. with — © 

at men, and meaſured them all wwith 4 phitos Ft 

18 e cone *- 3 e | 32 50 . K Ne 

le Ws No nit ie bf int te "I con- 5 f 8 

e a Nelas grand error c eee e 
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| king fromthe States General, inſtead of rendering 
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199. N 3 E had with Wia miniſter 
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in the month January 1789, Which was 
De as L have never ſeen him ſince, 


CCC bedenken 
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i him their arbiter. He FROG N in the nm 
for conyoking them have ſpecified the object fox which 
they were aſſembled; he ſhould {which v was very eaſy) 
| Have foreſeen and prod. againſt the diffeulties likely | 
to occur: the principal of theſe were to define the 
powers of. the deputies, and to determine whether the 
8 three orders ſhould deliberate jointly © or ſeparately. 
| The firſt'&f theſe queſtions ſhould have been ſubmitted 
: to the: (government ; and with reſpeQ! to the ſecond, 
the caſes ſhould have been pointed out, in which, the 

aſſembly ſhould be united, and thoſe in which it 
ſhould ſeparate i into orders. This was perfe&aly con- 
ſormable to the genius and nature of the States General. 
Neckar ſhould, at leaſt have perſuaded the king to make 
at the opening of this aſſembly the concęeſſions impoſed 
upon him by neceſſity; the deputies being uniformly 
iuſtructed by their conſtituents to demand, that reaſon- 
able bounds. ſhould be ſet to the royal authority, and 
that the exiſtin ng. abuſes ſhould .be reformed. Laſtly, 
the king ſhould have publiſhed" on the ath of "May 1789, 
. the declaration which was in # manner” extorted from 
hic on the 236-of June following. The great art of 
government, in ſuch circumſtances, is to grant in 
good time that which can no longer be retained; to 
cede that voluntarily, which wilt ſoon be wreſted by 
force. To ſeiae the proper moment for ſuch ſacrifices 
6 and it is W e lane | 


$43 5 | k in 


* „ — 2 9 — A 


| frered me, raiſing his eyes to heaven, 
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comſirmed my conjectures concerning his 1789. 


with force, and with truth, the danger of 


aſſembling the States General in the mans 


ner he intended. I told him that he was 
arming the people againſt the firſt orders 


of the ſtate, and that when thus delivered 


up unarmed, they would ſoon feel the 
effects of their vengeance, urged on 
by the two moſt active paſſions of the 
human heart, intereſt and ſelf-love. IL 
entered into particulars, but he coldly an- 


it was neceſſary to rely on the moral vir⸗ 
tues of mankind. I replied, that this was 
a fine romance, but he would ſee a horrible 


| and bloody tragedy, of which. I adviſed. 


rs to Wen the e At Wis he: 
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i this reſpea, „ ef 
tions. Theſe may be prevented ; but when once begun, 


it is hard indeed to ſtop their progreſs. May the go- | 
vernment of Dy on EY AO OT IY, 
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£ projects, and the conſequences he expected WY 
to reſult from them. I repreſented to him 


86 8 8 MENTOR AELATING 7o=, 


7 22 friites;: an: Madame Neckar wine: that 
5 e e were Se r 
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= WP Staal, at/the beginning of this year, pro- 
=. poſed to me by the deſire of his ſovereign, 


| 
= . who was at war with” Ruſſia, a command | 
= | 


in the Swediſh ſervice. I accepted this 

offer, provided I Nagl obtain che ng s 

RR: ( 909597. 16. 25 | 
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NMNecekar, Who, as well as his partizans, at | 

the heacef whom were La Fayette and 

the Lameths, feared Probably: I ſhould op- 

Poſe their revolutionary projects, which 1 

had dene in a very open and energetic 

dauer in the laſt aftembly vf che Notable, ll | 

2a initheconverſations which I previouſly Wt 

=_ had with them at the houſe of M* de Staal. 
1 me was with pain they ſa me at the head 
| „ Kuck maſter” of Metz, a welt 

=. * fantified.; don, dns ct the principe! 
e of che kingdom, wn; e 70 
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they ſuggeſted to the Swediſh ambaſſador 


the above method of procuring my abſence. 


On my part, I faw a terrible ſtorm 
ready to burſt over the kingdom, and 


dreaded the conſequence. I was deſirous 
to avoid being engaged in the troubles 


ppeared to me inevitable; particu- 
larly, I Was apprehenſive of a civil war, 
which truck me with horror. Beſides, I 


knew that T had in ſome degree incurred $ 


the diſpleaſure of the king and queen, by 
the attachment. which, in the laſt aſſembly 
of the Notables, I had ſtrongly expreſſed 
to the ancient principles of the monarchy. 


For theſe reaſons then, 1 joyfully ſeized the | 


opportunity of leaving France with honour. 
I hoped. by this means to eſcape * the dif- 
fieulties and anxieties which I then feared, 
and JAE TIE experienced... „ 


= 


« Abdi" a fortnight after this ec we 
been made me by Me de Staal, I received, 
as. well as all the commandants of pro- 


vinges orders to repair on the 1ſt of March 


04 * 


* 
leagues from Paris; and, without doubt, 255 . 


V 5 ens RELATING. TO. - 

1 589. to my government, to preſerve . 
—— during the election of members to the 
| States General. This order I obeyed, and 

| heard no more either of the abailador or 
the King of Sweden. 


ES % Neckar, Faithful to his 8 ſuffered 
—_— . fermentation. to be excited among the 
3 - people, by writings diſperſed through the 
Provinces, calculated to prepare the public 
mind fora revolution. The States General 
„ conſiſted of men very proper for the ex- 
egcution of his purpoſes. The eccleſiaſtical 
members were principally choſen from 

| among the inferior clergy, without livings 
9 property: oppoſed to thoſe of the higher 
order, ho were fewer in number. Ts 
the . repreſentatives of the nobility were 
many of. thoſe ſubtle, daring, 6s | 

men, who had introduced themſelves with 

a view to corrupt and divide that order: | 


laſtly, the third O85, were Allowed a 
double repreſentation, * 4 I, 
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78 This aſſembly was open to chat deſcrip- 52 5 


tion of men, ſo numerous and ſo dangerous 
in France, who lived by their talents, their 
| literary abilities, and their induſtry, de- 
riving their importance from the weakneſs 
and credulity of mankind. Lawyers, prin- 


eipally of the loweſt claſs, phyſicians, 


artiſts, writers of little or no eminence, 


and men without either rank or property; 


ſuch were thoſe who now repreſented, or 


were eligible to repreſent the French na- 
tion*; that nation whoſe paſſions, already 


in a ſtate of mentation, my rr 225 
more to ne | | 


1H 


| Thenee "Wc the den for which | 
the progreſſive depravity of manners your. 


ſo "INE been preparing the 1 5 


* 1 


208 were poſſeſſed of no ecclefiaſtical dignity; of 600 


members who repreſented the tiers etat, 374 were pro- 
feſſors of the law, In this number, there were cer- 
tainly ſome known before the revolution for their merit 


and abilities, of whom were M. Mounier and M. 


. of 3 260; ng which PANE FR the 5 


Malouet, "On ne non we” . wiſdom ank 


9 . 180 1 * 
258 N 5 During 


ts. «Diving the fir part of my re 
. 8 Metz, whilſt the capital and Provinces were 


empty threats: For the firſt tw 


l Thadunder my comman 


. ; * 4 
. LATING TS" 
MEMOIRS Ar 


nce at 


agitated by troubles and- diſorders, I was 
entirely engaged in maintaining tranquillity 


within my own department, where, how- 
ever; all my efforts could not prevent fre- 
quent inſurrections. I likewiſe employed 

myſelf in preſerving diſciplitie among the 
troops, and retaining them in their fidelity 
f Wü a Ne 1 ſucceeded i in E 


any x WL. 1. * * 


\ WILT commanded ot bias Bt ene 


955 property in the 
wa as wl as in the country, remained 


_ Inviolate: not a ſeat was burnt, nor any 


- nobleman; or land-holder, 'expoſed- to the 


fury of the people, which evaporated in | 
of the revolution, I was ſo happy as to 


In the months of April and May 1789, 


a ſcarcity of proviſions was 9 at 


. Wn * * Wa. . 


Ui | / EM. : Paris, : 


preſerve among che twenty thouſand men 


3 


W harveſt had been bad the! preceding year: 


: 4 . 
2 : * 4 
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1 


Paris and in, almoſt all the; provintes. 1589. 
Under che adminiſtration of Cardinal 


Loménie, the exportation of dorn out of 
the kingdom had been permitted, and the 


no doubt, artful means were employed to 
prevent the different provinces from ſup- 


plying each other with corn, and egi op 


the W of proviipnge!r r 1 255 c nd 


4 


'7 


- of _ 1 5 W the 1 


Orleans; others M. Neckar himſelf, which, 


however,” I do. not believe, though this I 


muſt lay,” that having at Metz, and in the 
province under my command, corn ſuffi- 
cient. to ſubſiſt the troops, amounting to 


. twenty | thouſand men, for eighteen months, 
on being preſſed. by the people, whoſe pro- 


viſions were. almoſt totally exhauſted, and 


Kill more by the adminiſtrative bodies, who: 
| could not. poſſibly ſupply them, I propoſed: 
to the government to diſtribute the half of 
this grain; among the towns and villages, 
on condition of again receiving it the en«,- 


lues barvoſt; av wight have been done: 
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os who; . any inconvenienee, yet "Was re- 
— jetcd: notwithſtanding this refuſal of the 
_ miniſtry, I reſolved, however, to execute 
my project, and fos this I was afterwards 

_ thanked by M. Neckar himſelf, though he 
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at refuſed his conſent t to the [Re 


* 5 


me is of corn, which threatened 


| the people with famine, was the reaſon 


given for the inſurrections which took place 
throughout the whole kingdom, from the 
time of the meeting of the States General, 


till the fourteenth of July, and the retreat 
| of the troops aſſembled: under maréchal 
Broglio in the environs of Paris: from that 
time quite different motives were aſſigned; 
the fear of a counter-revolution by the 
ariſtocrats, the principal part of whom had | 
already fled into other countries; appre- 
henfions left foreign armies ſhould enter 
1 France: theſe were the pretexts made uſe 
of to alarm the people and keep them m 
continual agitation; it was from this period 
chat they took arms in every part of France, 
_ Forming themſelves wy Og, bat- 
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cis; and regiments, under the name of = 


national guards; nor did the government 
think it prudent to oppoſe this popular 
torrent, but diſtributed. among the people 
muſquets from the arſenals, and even 
cannon, which they demanded in a manner 


eee 


«Findingi e in & whey: ate ges- 
tion, I'wrote-to the miniſter! for inſtruc- 
tions relative to my future conduct, having 


hitherto conſtantly refuſed 10 diſtribute the 


ere ene 
which were at my diſpoſal. The new 


war miniſter M. de la Tour du Pin (for a 


change had at this time taken place in the 
3 wrote ine the following letter: 5 


. Sin -* 5 87 t Verfalls, Aug. 26, 178g. . 
„ The letter you did me the honour to 


write, I received the 12th of this month; 


4 and conceive myſelf obliged by the par- 
ticular account you give me of the ſtate of 


affairs in the province of Les Eveches; 


15 "I conduct in every reſpect is worthy... 


5 of Fe higheſt commendation; it is caſy to 
FT 5 8 e * perceive 
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1769 1 perceive. that vou have acted in every in. | 

" A ſtance as circumſtances directed, and that 

. HE gs have been guided by the 

L ſtricteſt rules of prudence. I can. only 

Lo beg of you to chutinue the fame care and 
precautions, to preſerve the public tran- 
<. quillity, and maintain harmony between 

4 the military and the citizens.“ Be aſſured, 
fir, chat L carefully lay before his majeſty 

_ *: whatever letters L receive from you; but, 
an the preſent cirounm tears it it impoſ- | 
4% fibleto give you amy poſitive inſtruction 
the king relies entirely on the Wicretion 
aof the commandants'of the different x pro- 

E vinecs, to ac in the beſt manner 
for the benefit of his ſerviee: ne 
is eſſential, and you” awilt'cafity{ feel the 

Senne. of; it, that is, to be extremely 


„ nen 1 the diſtribution of arms. For 


˖ et elſe concerns this ſuhect, or the 
: * rie in general," id is-impoſſible to do 
| 2 better, chan 10 refer, all 10 your zeal and 
Ce. Lam, firs with ſentiments 


Te. Laer ere. P49 12 1 a; "1 | 
5 8 very humble, — — 5 
. LA Tovk DU Pin,” 
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By this letter I was ages to aittri rofl, 
1 arms to the people, but no rules were 


laid down for my conduct in general; I 
reſolved then to be directed by circum- 


ances, and to wait 5 till I had an 
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5 5 of oh birice 10 the ab af October 


1789. Circumſtancet in which I Hund 
myſelf at Metz. Ouertures made me by 

La Fayette. Beginning of my correſpon- 
_ dence with him. —His projets, 


EANTIME, the revolution advanced 
with rapid eps, bearing down every 
obſtacle in its progreſs to ſubvert the mo- 


narchy and diſſolve all ſocial order. The 


ancient feudal ſyſtem was deſtroyed, every 


principle of the eſtabliſhed form of govern- 
ment was attacked: on the fifth of October 


the king, aſſaulted in his palace by the 


people, at the inſtigation of the leading 


members of the national repreſentation; 


after his guards had been. diſperſed and 


maſſacred, was led priſoner to Paris and 


confined in the Thuilleries, where he daily 
5 a the inſults 1 we _—_— All 


„ 2 | Ks oe < / France 


| rr 
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condemn them to death. 'The magiſtrates, 
aſtoniſhed, ſaw - themſelves depoſed from 
their authority, 


the laws overturned and 


their power annihilated; every ſpring of 


| the adminiſtration was broken, and the 
and culottes governed, in the name of the 


nation, the conſtitution and the aſſembly, 5B 


which was daily deſtroying the ancient 
laws and enaQting new ones, dictated by its 
factious members. Laſtly, the doctrine of 


the rights of man * was broached and pub- 


 KES> 


* The dba concerning the rights of. man n being 


| lidly taught. This, by the manner in which 
it was e eand by the e andi in which 0 


taken into conſideration - by the thirty Bureau, into 
which the aſfembly was divided, twenty-eight of them 


rejected it. Deputy Bouche then propoſed, that the 
ſubject ſhould be diſcuſſed by the whole aſſembly. 
united, when it was carried Rooney dough the's inter= . 


ference of the galleries. „„ 
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97 
France was in arms. The nobility, a 1789. 

by their vaſſals, were compelled: to fly, 4 
abandoning their caſtles and property, 
which they ſaw a prey to the flames or to 
plunderers. The clergy, terrified and con- 
founded, awaited the ſentence which ſhould 


SN 


2 = $eancorks: ALA rie 10 


it wab natural tu fuppoſe they would apply 
> is ee ss de of ſocial order; and 


W in every government where effectual 
means are deer to counteract its 


ST 03 een e 
Ander 1 3 mw hai: reins. 
- of goyerumenty was toſſed about, the ſport 
of the different parties. La Fayette, having 
taken advantage of the crimes of the duke 
of Orleans, was become maſter. of the 
King's perſon, and in a manner ſovereign 
Of; Paris, Where he was at the head of a 
N p militia, and might have diſpoſed 
of the aſſembly who were confined within 

the walls of that city, as he pleaſed; his 
authority, likewiſe, was great heoughour 
all the provinces, and even over part of 
the army. Such was the ſituation of France 
in the month of November 1789, ſix 


months « * r r the tonvocation of the States 


" bs 


5 ele anſations 1 reliled. e con- 
da at e hated by: the people, but 
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having the moſt perfect xeliance on my 
army, between which, and the inhabitants 


of! the town maintained a conſtant Jealouſy, 


inſpiring it at the fame time with contempt 
for the lower claſs of the people. I had no 


as may e 


guide for my conduct, th the government 
8 —— too feeble for ſuch circumſtances, and, 


be imagined, giving me 


Reel 


9 75 99 


278g. 


neither. orders nor inſtructions. 1 was ig- 


= norant/ of the king's. intentions, though 
certain they muſt be materially changed 
= after what he had experienced. Having 


adopted no party, having no communication 
with any, an object of apprehenfion and 


 Giſtruſt/to/ all, inſulated in the midſt of 
the revolution, IL was regarded as an enemy 
to What was called the conſtitution, having 


refuſed to take the preſcribed oath, though 


medying the evil which had been occaſioned, 


and deſirous of acting in concert with thoſe 


poſſeſſed of the inclination, power, courage, 


CIT WINS yarns Gy clo). 


IRR TY us \ ſtances; 


Thad by the king's deſire tendered it to tile 
oops; percelving the impoſſibility of re- 


and abilities to re- eſtabliſh àa monarchy on 


32 


f * 4 65 $4458 W2Y © % 2 8 E n | ed. . 
"MEMOIRS RELATING To 


es; I determined, if I could not effect 
chat, to quit France, and go in queſt of 
another country. Such was voy” ſituation 
and intentions at that time. . | © 0d 
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10 was che more hrticuticly amel 
in the reſolution 1 had formed, as I found 
myſelf daily denounced to the aſſembly as 
an ariſtocrat. I was, 'however, ſet at eaſe 

with regard to my conduct by the following 
2 letter from the miniſter, to whom'T' had 


B21 wit x, AOL ORR 
commmunicated 11 Fears : : Wa 5 
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85 1850 Sir, Verſailles; Odd. 29, 1 
4 The A n u which vou honoured 
me came ſafe to hand the 22d of laſt 
. month. The accuſation which has been 
«x againſt; you in the national aſ- 
8 n was a miere effort of your ene- 
t mies; no further notice has been taken of 


25 


& i, and you may reſt perfectly ſecure upon 


that point. The wiſe and prudent con- 
duct you have conſtantly obſerved ſince 
you were appointed commandant of les 
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1 44. taken to preſerve order and tranquility ir in 1789. 
n 


that province, and the juſtice which has 
been done you by the committee of Metz, 
are a ſecurity for your conduct, both to 
the king and the nation, leaving no doubt 


of your attachment to your country, and 


«your zeal for the public welfare. 
1 have the honour to be, Sir, 
++ £5 Your very humble ſervant, - 
. ＋4 Toon DU. Pix.“ 


48 


1 was m. my ine: ok uncertainty, 
when the Marquis du Chaſtelet, a well 
known Perſon, who had long been attached 


Cant 


to, me, and under obligations to me, who 8 8 


was a friend and aid-du-camp to "Mon. la 
Fayette, wrote me the following W f 
This letter i is without date. 3 


* 75 ** 1 23 1 


«x; am charged, my ict; with 2 


e bn to you, for the ſucceſs of 


. which Thave undertaken to anſwer, as it 
1 5 8 ole your fupyorbots * 
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* Pee of all the bee js fe 


memoirs are now in my Ferns ans have been 10 85 


aha. cxcd eee e TALLY 
Wo. hs MG 3 motive 
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1 dete Aare 20" 
1789. motive to which 1s a3 Honourable as con- 
ne Slack to the public good. You certainly 
c have eorreſpondentꝭ ſuffieiently exact, to 


be informed of the events which have 
| taken place; you know that they have 
2 miſed La Fayette to the ſummit of power, 
4 and that by kis bBræneſs he has juſt got 
rid of the duke of Orleans. But not- 
4 „ withſtanding ' this ſucceſs. againſt the 
4 moſt formidable of the factious, he is 

« aware that, we have ſtill much to appre- 
10 bend bath from inteſtine commotions, 
and perhaps foreign attacks. He is of 

: 4 opinion, that at this moment all honeſt 
4 0 ought to unite 53 the defence 


* 44+ 


4 no 0 doubt, that i in | caſe 'of neceſſity, your 
« hearty co- operation may be depefided 
+ upon. He intends ſhortiy to wre to 
* you himſelf, and L bhope his conduct will 
remove any ſuſpicionb you may entertain 
1 of his ſinterity. L anyfelf was not with- 
cout my doubts concerning him, vut 1 
« | have. carefully marked. his conduct. on 
« every occaſion, and have. reaſon. t0. be- 
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« lere him a man of perfect integrity. 1789 
When, ſometime ſince, it was apprehend. "ou 
ed that the enemies of liberty would re- 
= © ceiveſupport from foreign powers, doubts 

4 were raiſed as to the propriety. of intruſt- 
. « ing you: vith the cammhand abe army, | 
4; for the ule Jab far ks of it; my 
« reply was, Once engage his word, andi 
* will anſwer with my life for his obſerv - 
«ance; of it. I now repeat the fame 
* aſſertion to you with reſpe@ to La Fay- 
e ette. I am earneſtly deſirous that my 
opinion ſhould have ſome weight with 
« you, as I conſider the ſafety of the ſtare 
“to depend entirely on an intimate union 
between you and M. de la Fayette; but 
+ whatever'be the reſult of it, vou know : 
% me' ſufficiently I hope, to do juſtice to 
Li * oy enn by Wan 1 am e : 
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This 855 8 aq "FG. 1 * 
* my painful fituation, La Fayette 

was my near relation ; I had known him 
moms his infancy, and had obſerved his 
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coctängr ſince his entrance into life: + 
feared his ſuſpicious, diſſembling diſpoſi- 
tion, more than his ambition, which 1 


| ſhould have been happy to ſee ſatisfied, 


5 ciples ſuited to Fran 
of its inhabitants. I 


had he been deſirous of ſaving the king, 


the monarchy, and his country, by arreſt- 


ing the further progreſs of the revolution, 


and eſtabliſhing the pe upon prin- 

france; and to the genius 
This, la Fayette could 
have done, and at that time he was the 


only man poſſeſſed* of the power and 


means of 'accompliſhing it: but his ambi- 


tion was without genius or energy to 
direct it. His only deſire was to be con- 


8 ſpicuous on the theatre of the world, and 


: not love me, I had often ſpoken to him 
with great freedom ; and a year or two He- 
fore had reproached him with thoſe revb- 


to make himſelf the ſubject of converſa- 


tion; he was neither an unprincipled man, 


nor a man of depraved morals, but he was 
not equal to the important ſituation to 


which he found himſelf raiſed. He did 


* 9 which he eee 
> telling 


* 
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ating him they v 1 1 
him in ruin, after having probably Og. 
_ cala mities en his — 


+ 


ts Ae Wee "Es time. to = 
1 L bent the following anſwer to the letter I 
| had | received from M. du Chaſtelet. 
Though I only. ſpoke in general terms, 
yet the overtures I made were ſufficient 
to let M. de la Fayette ſee, had he been 
| really defirous of acting in concert with 


meß that he might communicate to me his 


plans and the means he mn for 1 
e mes in Execution.” . 


4 N ? 
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\ NO | ' brs + 1 1 0 * 2 N * 8 1 5 3 


57% « « Sir, 1 ! Mo” oa. 30, 
wy 6 1 have to aſk pardon for having Tf 
© * long delayed anſwering. Four letter, but 


0 the importance of the matter it con- 


« tained required time for mature deli- | 
« beration. As I believe you to be a man 
* of integrity and attached to your ſove- | 
« reign, I ſhall therefore ſpeak. to Jeu | 


« without reſerve. NE, 


x ww 
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inevitably involve 


. I 


's 


Pp 


— « Ee e misfortunes with which ny 


WW rapidly. cin towards its deſtruc- 
: _— Frenchmen | poſſeſſed of courage and 


they ought" to make a laſt effort. Such 
. are the principles by Which my cordudt 


| Trial 1 *. F # a e P 5 MS : 5 RS A ; Yigg, 1 will 
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1,1 have long 1 dee 


«ef 

6) county a @edgother, bp. 0 

4 for ſome time foreſeen ; of this you can 
4 have no déubt if you-wall-call to mind 
* ſome of the converſations we had toge- ” 
„ ther laſt. winter. Though equally an ” 
5 b enemy to to flefpotiſm with you or even 
et ih M. de la Fayette himſelf, yet 1 4 
ws * dreaded the diſorder and anarchy Which « 
muſt reſult from the compoſition of the iN « 
States General, in which public ſpirit 60 


could not paſſtbly prevail. My fears 
have been realized ;. the kingdom is 


Lag 
-”. 


«tion: Wa i ſincere union of "af honeſt 


Wh power may yet perhaps ſave it; K leaſt 


hall be guided! in the Preſent ubhappy 
55 Kate of affaire; let then men of | pure and 
* upright intentions, poſſeſſing the Tequi- 
* ſite power and d hE \ come Tor ward, 
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4 1 bade 126 . that: Aint wes 


4 France lay in the hands of the duke of 


Orleans and M. de la Fayette. The for- 
« mer, I thought, by his rank and birth, 


| © muſt be intereſted in her preſervation 


« and happineſs ; hig conduct in the late 


„events has undeceived me, and con- 
| © vinced me that nothing but evil was to 
be expected from him. M. de la Fay- 
EE ette then ftill remains, and in poſſeſſion 


ed with the principles upon which” he ; 
ads, but let him "impart them to me, 


% and if I find them ſuch as you deſcribe; 


„und ſuch as I wiſh them to be, I will 


« moſt ſincerely ſecond his efforts to ſnatch 
our country from ruin: [laying aſide 
ambition, ſelf-intereſt, 'and even ſells | 


de end ey be e har thi 


great object in view, may rely on my 
* courage, my zeal for the public good; - = 
"0 Ny — ; 


1 4 
k : 
: 


- 


' 5, « my engagements. But, * 1 "I 


not wiſh the re-eſtabliſhment of that ar- 
. bitrary power under which I was born, 
and under Which I have lived, yet I am 

4 ſtill a greater enemy to the anarehy and 
„ diſorder which reign at preſent. J wiſh 
to live under a government capable of 


« ſecuring us from foreign attacks, and in- 


4 ſuring domeſtic tranquility; liberty under 


„ ſuch a government muſt :conſequently 
be \confined within reaſonable bounds; 
this might have been effected a ſhort time 


ne 20 _ RP even yet'p poſſible, 


bm 1 $. . 7 * q A * * 8. 92 — 1 
* f 
10 EE 1 itt 4 


4 An Sits * een of 5 


<, you-are-at liberty to communicate it to 
N de la Fayette. If my ſentiments are 


„ conformable to his, and if he will com- 
municate them witle that candour and ſin- 

1 ©cerity' which ought. to charaQeriſe us 
-- "if IG we. n Joan: be united. Tramp! N 
5 oe Fon: ak e us, We will la- 
f . bour to accompliſh the ſame end, and 
3 neee which ought to e exiſt 
8 5 Aa . | | 8 555 280 
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EK between two men equally animated with Prong 
public ſpirit; whoſe only ambition ſhould W 


a be the preſervation of their endanger- 
ed country. My conduct towards M. 
de la Fayette ſhall be regulated then by 
«his; and of this you will —_—_ me n 
#1 e him. I am, Sir, 
Lour very humble nn ad; 
25 „ d L ee DE Boun z. 
3 was o ſeveral, — without ———5 any 

thing of M. de la Fayette. I wrote to 
bim for the Purpoſe of claiming ſome 
deſerters who had enliſted among the 
Pariſian t troops, and to demand reſtitution 
of the arms and accoutrements of the 
regiment of Naſſau, which had been taken 
by the people of Paris, when that regi- 
ment was. ſent to-Verſailles. in the month 
| of July laſt, In this letter I took occaſion. 
to mention to him the means he, by his 
fiuatic „ poſſeſſed of ſaving his country. 
If invited, I. told him numbers would ſtep 
forth. in fuch a. cauſe, and flock to ſupport 
him. Still un he remained ſilent. 


. * 5 ES, 23 9 8 * 55 | | | Ry wrote 
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2252 1 wrote: to his friend expreſſing my * 


priſe, and reproaching him with baving 


picions that the ſtep he had taken was not 
by the deſire of M. de la Fayette. To 
which gives à tolerably good deſeription 
his extreme diſtruſt, which I never was 
able to conquer. It likewiſe contains ſeveral 
eee a _—_ 2 nature. 


| © Parts, Nov. 105 975 
«4 "Your Tetter, my general, obliges me 
: « to give you a particular account of my 


4 


EI I L conduct towards you and towards M. 


64 de la Fayette, and the nature of my 

. connexion with him, which is "as fol- 

hon lows: 1 had known M. de la 5 
. from my infancy, | in America and at 
1 Paris: T was by no means upon intimate 

ha terms with kim, and'from public report 

Gs had formed no very | favourable opinion 

Ac « of the purity. of his principles. | The 
. * conformity" of our ſentiments, pon the 

95 * TRE! of airs. 
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« quently introduced me to him laſt win 
4 ter, and his conduct then ſeemed to me 

4 perfectly honourable. At the time of 

a the revolution, which took place in the 


4 month of July, wiſhing to ſee the ruins 


Hof the Baſtille, I applied to him for per- 
. milfion: he was then at the Hotel de 


Ville, on a ſectet committee; he prop 


e tome to remain there, and to ſay for a 
pretext that I was lis aide · de camp. As 
a return for his politeneſs, I thought my- 
4 ſelf under an obligation to attend him 
on horſeback that and the following day; 
4%; aſter which I told him that as any other 


might be equally ufeful to him as myſelf, 


*. I ſhould decline any longer accompany- 
ing bim; that I was always ready: to 


der; my ſword-in-the cauſe of Liberty, 


but not tediouſly to waſte my Aae Hor 


$-her. I have fince had frequent oppors 


She appears to me a man entirely occus = 
pied with the deſire of placing his name 


hat the head of the revolution and of 


* OP the D of France; but 
be | ne without ; 


K's \ 
4 


1% 
= 1589. « ning ving to unjuſtifial 
means. He a. to rote great pre- 


— 3 | a p 
- 


<.ſence of mind, judgment, and 


4 great activity, thinigh in the choice of 


< his employment he has not diſplayed 
* much diſcernment; he ſhewę, I think, 


N dns addreſs in availing himſelf of cir- 


„ but is deficient in genius to 


| « create ben; — a man of 


| eh, * opinion f M. de la Fayette, J earneſtly 


8 Weh cement an union between | 
88 ee cee ly inſpired 


« you with mutual diſtruſt. Net long after 
«: * had: formed the deſign of attempting 


«1 this object; we were informed that Pruſ- 
* fian troops were entering the country 
of Liege; theſe ſeemed to me deſtined 
to act againſt us, and I mentioned it to 
M. de la Fayette, who likewiſe was of 
che ſame opinion. As his fituation, in 
* eee diſpoſal of the 


es as "_ his hands, I 
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u aſked him what his intentions were upon 
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1789. 


«that ſubject: his anſwer was, that he 


'4 would advance M. de Rochambeau to 
the command of it, though he thought 


« him much leſs proper for that ſtation 
than you; but, added he, 1 think there a 
« would be great danger in entruſting the 


„army to 2 man, whoſe principles are ſo 


widely different from thoſe of the people | 
“ at large, as M. de Bouille's: I am afraid 
e off 


leſt he | ſhould. follow the e 


“ general Monk. Ta this I replied; that | 


your principles were not favourable-to . 


« deſpotiſm, but I was certain that in any * 


| © caſe-you were incapable of abuſing the 
«confidence that might be placed in yuu- 
J aſſured him that I knew yo wẽl 
ond would 


* enough to affirm, that your w 
* eee eee eb * 


* 2 "v8 * RYE * . 4 > 3 


75 | 7 


« 8 concluſion'of this 


* it was agreed that I ſhould! ſet out oe 
10w1ing; whether in as 

S « would cake the — | of ke. Sies > 

Por. ah „ 3 3 . "One 1 


ar 


1 
! 
. 
[i 
: 
1 
: 
k 
| 
) 
5 
. 
o 
— / 


: / 


114 


MEMOIRS RELATING. To 


1789. « that time, M. de la Fayette has 110 


— « quently expreſſed to me a. deſire of 


„ coming to a clear underſtanding with 
vou. When, at the beginning of laſt 


„ month, the people of Paris went to 
fetch the king from Verſailles, where 


* then was, I ſaw the party of the duke 
* of Orleans had ſuch a ſuperiority, that 


1 fully expected both the king and N. 


« de la Fayette would be murdered on 
& the road. I went to Rambouillet, where 


1 were three hundred chaſſeurs of the 
_ © regiment of Lorraine, intending to do 
& all in my power to perſuade them to 


join the party which ſhould oppole the 
Orleans faction. However, the king ar- 


< rived in ſafety at Paris, to which place 


< I likewiſe repaired, and going to ſee M. 


po de la Fayette, he confeſſed to me that 


his enemies were more powerful than 


be was: I adviſed him to diſperſe them 


* © without loſs of time, to eſtabliſh the 
_ 4 dominion of reaſon by force, and to 


4 take charge of the conſtitution as he had 
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01 ject of ſo much importance as this ex- 


= * ceeded his a: ; he told me that he 
TT” —_— __ every method before he 


o ſuch extremities ; that he 


i had ee ho of terrifying or buying 


«. the duke of Orleans: I repreſented to 
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I 789. 
— _——— 


« him that this would be only a temporary 


14 expedient, and neither ſo ſhort nor ſo 


« effectual as the plan I had juſt men- 


© tjoned to him; he ſeemed convinced by | 


% what I ſaid, and immediately adopted it 
6 with ſucceſs, The following day he 


4 ſent to deſire I would call on him; 


you would approve of his conduct; 


= © after having informed me of all that had 
8 © juſt paſſed, he told me that he hoped 


be ſhould avail himſelf, he faid, of the c 
| © preſent conjuncture, to make you ſome 


© propoſals; but requeſted me to write 
« firſt, adding that he himſelf would write 


s jn a few days. On receiving your letter, 


« I ſent it to him as you deſired: I faw 
© him the ſame evening, and he com- 


* municated to me the Particulars: of his 
« ne Being obliged to go into the 


8 12 e cαν | 


— — — 


is 
it 


> DI oy ne —ðÜ'o————— an——— eg 


rr et EE ir tie 1 


n 


116 


\ 


*MEMOIRS RELATING: T_T 


1789. W on my return, which happened 


about four or five days ago, he told me 


that having heard nothing from you, he 
« was apprehenſive his lefter had miſcar- 


« « tied; or rather had-been intercepted, as 
Cy he had reaſon to ſuſpect ſome under- 


hand practices at the poſt- office: he had, 
she ſaid, written to you again, and he 


© ſhewed me a letter which occupied four 


pages. Yeſterday I received that which 
* you did me the honour to write the 
41 Ich of the preſent month: I acquaint- 


ed him with the ſuſpicions which bis 
ſilence had excited in you, he appeared 


to me very uneaſy about the fate of his 


4 letters; I adviſed him to encloſe the ſe- 


eond under cover to your ſon: whether 


E that has met with any better ſucceſs I do 
not know. This, Sir, is an exact ac- 


count of my whole conduct, which 
thinking it by no means merits thoſe 


4 ſuſpicions which you ſeem. to have en- 


4 ſtertained of it, I will take the liberty 


* of adding, that it becomes daily more 
6: Oey that DPI. ſon ſhould take a 
n | — . 52 trip 
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trip to Paris for a ſhott time, in order 1789. 


that you may know in what manner to 
act with reſgect to ſeveral objects of 
importance, particularly the war, for 
« that we ſhall have one I believe more 


= © firmly than ever. I am, Sir, with the 
1 ee eee 5 


At laſt L 0e the following! hier 


' from La Fayette himſelf. I have ſup- 
preſſed two large pages which related only 


to the deſerters, and arms and accoutre- 
ments of the regiment of Naſſau, which 
were the apparent MY 1550 not the ww 
WA of oy letter. 


4 


N 0g 3 Nov. 155 . | 


= Thus 8 my dear couſin, for pri- 


Ih vate affairs; but there is a general con- 


© cern which ought. to intereſt and unite 
* all good. citizens, whatever may have 
© been their political opinions. We both 


were lovers of liberty; a greater doſe 
l of it was neceſſary for me than you, and 


e people, and 


— 
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1789. * wich the people. This revelution then 


oe” reaſonable man "alt" hand i.” vr he | 


ais effected, which ſhould give you the 


& leſs concern as you never ſeemed deſir- 


' 4. ous of taking any part in it. But now 
e e both dread the ſame calamities, 


« anarchy, civil diſſenſion, and the an- 
« nihilation of all government; we deſire 
too the ſame happy events, namely, 


public credit re-eſtabliſhed, conſtitu- 
4 tional liberty fixed upon a firm and ſolid 


&* baſis,” order reftored, and the executive 
power capable of acting with energy 


and effect. A counter-revolution being 


s happily impoſſible; and indeed now cri- 
„ minal, ſince it muſt unavoidably bring 
on a civil war, and, in ſpite of every 
effort to prevent it, would certainly be 


l attended with the maſſacre of the weaker 
oy party; ſuch then being the conſequence, 


every virtuous, every upright citizen is 


<« intereſte( in preſerving the conſtitution 


© in its preſent fate : of this truth the king 
is ſenſible, and 1 mould think every 


« . 
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The national aſſembly, which at ver⸗ I 789. 
4 | failles was conſtantly demoliſhing, at COR. 
4 paris ſeems buſy in erecting a new 
«edifice; and its conduct may be expect- 
ed to be the more moderate, as all pre- 
text for diſtruſt and jealouſy is in a fair 
« way of being removed; and would 
you, my dear couſin, openly avow your 
t attachment to the new conſtitution, 
* you would be enabled more effect- 
* ually to promote the welfare of your 
« e 


x With ata to wyſelf, whom giv | - . 
« cumſtances and the confidence of the 
people have raiſed to a degree of re- 
+ ſponſibility much ſuperior to my abili- 
« ties, I think I have ſhewn that I hate 
faction as much as I love liberty, and 1 
| « wait with impatience the moment When | 
I ſhall be able to give convincing proofs, | 
« that an intereſted motive never entered. 
| my heart; that heart which I have now 1 
| laid open to you, my dear couſin, with n 
= confidence; and eagerly adopts _ 
TE ” * ſentiment in your letter which may 
; mi. 14 e „ more 


MEMOIRS) RELATING f . 
more cloſely connect it with yours, and 


js deſirous. of knowing whether this 


my dear couſin; preſent my affeQtionate 


“ compliments to your ſon. : I wrote you 


© a few lines a ſhort time ſince, which 1 


46 rere eee you never received,” 


"This letter ied, me, with ; no great 


| confidence, and that of M. du Chaſtelet 


with ſtill leſs. oh wrote La Fayette the fol- 
lowing anſwer, which, without laying my- 


ſelf too open, was ſufficient to encourage 


him te impart to me his projects, had they 


been eee * OR. . the 


pubtk OF 


* 


„ ; :- Ss Nov. 20, "0 
97 Ie chats, my dear couſin, for the 


1 explanations you give me relative to our 


4 deſerters, and the arms and accoutre- 


« ments of the regiment of Naſſau. I 
wrote "to you a ſhort time fince upon 


© this ſubject, by an officer who I ſuppoſe 


4 has delivered vou my letter, and I refer 


* 


you to it for what may be N «yd 


Chat _ be ear to do. 


1 


enn e « « With 
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4 With reſpe& to the great political 1789. 
6 « affair which you mention in your letter, 
« I will frankly own that I am as much an 
* enemy to deſpotiſm as you can poſſibly ä 
« be, though perhaps I am not ſo extra- 
« vagantly fond of liberty, and, as you ſay, 
« do not require it in ſo large a doſe as you 
do: Lam firmly of opinion, that what- 
« ever is exaggerated, or exceeds the limits 
«of moderation, can'never be of long du- 
ration, and that, on the contrary, a rea- 
ſonable and moderate liberty may exiſt 
« for ages. However, my dear couſin, 
* ſetting every ſelf· intereſted motive aſide, 
* be affured that you, and every honeſt 
* Frenchman, ſhall find me ready to ſecond 
your views when they tend to the wel 
fare and happineſs of the nation, or the 
* annibllation of arbitrary power, be it of 
* what deſcription it will. Vou ought to 8 4 
© be well acquainted with my principes 
and I hope will be till more ſo hereafter; | 
4 perfect knowledge of them will,! 
«, doubt not, prove me entitled to your | 
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1789. « PEI my dear couſin; may you be 
happy in contributing to the public hap- 
© pineſs, which your fituation enables vou 
* do.” | 


” My only deſire being to ſerve the king 
and ſupport the monarchy, which appeared 
on the eve of diſſolution, I avoided de- 
claring myſelf of any party, at leaſt till I 
mould be affured that they were actuated 
by che ſame intentions: but ĩt was neceſſary 
to temporize with La Fayette, who was at 
dat time the leading man, and the leaſt of 
a villain of any. My object then was to 
bene poſſeſſion of my army and the ſtrong 
under my command; to maintain my 
. at Metz, and there to wait patiently 
the courſe of events, determined to avail 
myſelf of the firſt favourable opportunity 
which ſhould preſent itſelf in the progreſs 
of the revolution; This plan I followed ex- 
aQly, but all my ſchemes were diſconeerted 
by the imprudence of the king, or rather 
of bis counſellors; though certainly the 
| _—_ which ſubſiſted between myſelf and 
n 3 La 
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La Fayette, and the extreme ſecurity of that 


general with reſpect to the Jacobins, not 


. little contributed to the failure of my 


projects. 


I was near three months without hearing 


from La Fayette: on my part, I was equally | 


filent both with reſpect to him and M. du 


Chaſtelet. During this interval, I received 
' 4 private letter from M. de la Tour du Pin, 


miniſter for the war department, in which 
he urged me to take the oath to the conſti- 
tution, which I had hitherto neglected to 


do, and which had excited a great odium 
againſt me amongſt the people. M. de la 
Tour du Pin repreſented to me, that occu- 


pying ſuch a ſituation as I did, and poſſeſſ- 
ing the confidence of the troops, I might 


be of great utility to the king. He told me, 
that T ought to act with extreme caution, 


as the means I had in my power might one 


day give me an opportunity of rendering 
his majeſty eſſential ſervice: adding, that 
be himſelf had no other object in view 
when he accepted his preſent employ. 


He 
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haſt. "fs "BE" been oaks war miniſter ſince the 
* eee and it was extraordinary that 


it ſhould have placed ſo virtuous a man in 
ſo i * a poſt. 


= 


5 The 3 < M. de la Tour du Pin were 
3 perfectly conformable to my own; he had 
˙ñ hens attachment to his ſovereign and 
| the monarchy, and I may venture to ſay, 
| _ - __ theſame moderation in his ſentiments. The 
| -- confidence he placed in me had produced a 
5 ſimilar return on my part, and never had 1 
xkxreaſon to regret it: during the whole time 
that he held the office of miniſter at war, 
our joint efforts were directed towards the 
ſame object with the moſt perfect unani- 925 
mity. At his inſtance I took the oath re- B 
_ quired, and this e me ene ſmall 
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CHAP. VI. e | 
1 e de among the revolutionift 5 i 


Aa Fayette at the head of "thi conſtitu- 

tionaliſts.— The duke of Orleans chief of the 

' Facobins,.or anarchifts.— Charafters of the 
above leaders.—T heir views and projetts. „ 
Their conduct with  refpett to 'the army. 
be bing goes to the national aſſembly 
| February 4, 1790.—Effetts of this fep. 


ens, committed by the _ _—--.. | 
| = w_— OT return to their duty.” RD | 
| Wi now exiſted in Iii two' par- 1789. . | 


ties, which were at firſt united, but e 
afterwards ſeparating, became inveterate 
enemies. The moſt violent and daring of 
the two gained the ſuperiority. Neckar had 
aſſembled together all the materials proper N 
for a revolution: philoſophers, literary / 
aaa. and monted men; theſe were | 
5 bn, | ſeconded 


126 
1789. . and put in motion by the turbu- 


on es 00 


MEMOIRS RELATING TG: 


the intriguing, and the ambitious. _ I 
am not certain whether Neckar himſelf 


projected the plan for overturning the go- 


vernment; but, at leaſt, he ſuffered it to 
be completed, without interfering to pre- 


vent it. He was. himſelf only a philoſo- 


phical hanker, and had ſoon ws party 
nor en 8 

10 F. e in 3 manner eee | 
him, He was firſt one of the chiefs of the 
revolution, then of the. conſtitution, of 


: which he was afterwards only the champion. 


All thoſe who were attached to it, under 
the name of conſtitutionaliſts, formed a 
party which was ſupported by a majority = 


olf the aſſembly, and by the king himſelf, 
at leaft in appearance; it was likewiſe fa- 


voured by a great part of the people, by 
the municipalities, pg. by the nee: 


e » + | Hg 


The echt 8 hs the. leaders 


of this party * was to eftabliſh a democratieal 


| monarchy, 
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monarchy, which they ſtyled a royal de- 1789. 
mocracy. At the head of this was to be 


placed the ſovereign, as on the ſummit. 


of a pyramid, whence they could make 
him deſcend when the French nation, ac- 
cuſtomed to this form of government, 


ſhould no longer haye occaſion for the 


empty name of king, having diveſted itſelf 
of its ancient habits, and of thoſe ſenti- 


ments of veneration for the throne which 
it 1 cheriſhed for ſo WARY ages. N 


nals > Hitt was at the head of this 1 | 


Z which then governed in conſequence of the 


| the duke of Orleans ſince the 5th of Octo- 
ber. But La Fayette was incapable of ex- 


ecuting. what he had undertaken. He was \ 
a romantic hero, who, though principal i in 
a a conſpiracy of the moſt criminal nature, 


wiſhed to preſerve the appearance of pro- 
bity, honour, and difintereſtedneſs; in 


ſhort, he wiſhed to paſs for the mirror of 
chivalry. By a combination of fortunate 


circumſtances, rather than by any talents 


"a 


advantage that general had obtained over 


— on 
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1789. df his own, he had attained a degree of 
—— elevation that might have enabled him to 


dictate laws, to give a government to 


France, and to have raiſed his fortune to 
the higheſt piteh an individual can aſpire 
to: but inſtead of this he ruined himſelf 
like a madman, and in his fall implicated 
the king, the. aan de and "0 whole 


: nation, 


1 


„ 


The FER party was e of that 


deſcription of men ſo numerous in France, 


who, poſſeſſing no property, live by their 


induſtry, and are always ripe for inſurrec- 
tion. With theſe were joined the lower 


order of the people, who are eaſily excited 


to commit diſorders, and ever ey to N 
8 Who pays chem. 85 
The duke! of Sas; witing to make 
ue of this claſs of the community in the 
proſecution of his ambitious and criminal 


views, had in ſome manner organized them 
at Paris under the name of fans culoties; 


REES the 3 had es them 


4 
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4 leaders: men of great abilities, and remark- 1789. 
able for their bold and enterpriſing cha- TIEN 
racter, who directed all their movements, | 

the harmony and regularity of which were 

ſecured by means of patriotic clubs diſ- 
89 over the whale FOES. > 


On the A of Oktober the fans nb 

| in the pay of the duke of Orleans, taking 

| with them the whole populace of Paris, 

proceeded to 'Verſailles for the purpoſe of 
maſſacring the king and royal family, and 
10 * r on the 89% Ee 


4 


c failed- in a ors as the duke 
of Orleans was compelled to leave France. 
His party, however, till ' exiſted; though 
with diminiſhed ſtrength, and incorporating. 
with the Jacobins; deſtroyed the monarchy, 
| overturned the conſtitution, and in the end 
made Robeſpierre, who turned to his own 
advantage the (crimes and projects of the | 
duke of Orleans, the tyrant of France. © 


* 
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The duke of Orleans was the moſt atro- 


| —— cious, and at the ſame time the meaneſt of 


villains; he had all the eunning and ad Hef 
neceſſary to put in motion a great party, 


without courage to employ it for his own 
advantage. Defeated in his hopes of aſ- 


cending the throne by the murder of the 
king, whoſe life, though they deſtroyed his 
power, was protected by La Fayette and 
the conſtitutionaliſts, he formed the project 


of exciting a civil war in France, in which, | 
that he miglit more certainly ſucceed, he 


wiſhed to deſtroy all ſubordination in the 


army, and in ſome degree to diſband it; to 
unite the ſoldiers with the people, having 
firſt perſuaded them to renounce all obedi- 

_ ence to the eſtabliſhed: authorities; and to 
employ both againſt the king and the aſſem- 
bply, for the purpoſe of placing himſelf at 


the head of the nation. In all the garriſons 


he had agents, whoſe object was to ſeduce 


the ſoldiers by ineiting them to licentiouſ- 
neſs and exceſs, and holding out to them 


the 3 of Pillage. 
TI „„ 2 iv F 
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La Fayette wiſhed likewiſe to gain over 1789. 
tlie troops, that he might employ them in e 
ſupport of the conſtitution, ſhould the king 
recede from his engagement, or the ariſto- 
crats/eſtabliſh a party. For this purpoſe, 
he had reeourſe to the municipal officers of 
the different cities, the chiefs of the na- 
tional guards, and the rich citizens, per- 
ſuading them to uſe their influence with the 
ſoldiers, and endeavour' to inſpire them 
with an attachment to the conſtitution. 
The national aſſembly had conſiderably 
e augmented their pay, and they were flat- 
0 Wi tered with the hopes of a diſcipline leſs 
> WE ſevere; indeed, the rigour of it was already 
i much relaxed. The ſeverity of their chiefs 


0 was blamed; and they were repreſented to 

- them as haughty deſpots and enemies to the 

at conſtitution, Which was to produce the 

ns general happineſs of the people and the 

5 eaſe and convenience of the PT: . ” 

if. ot herd? + — ; 

m e were is two 1 baron which Boy” 


I was to ſteer without a compaſs. The will 
| 1 n ne like the beams of the ſun 
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1789. during. tempel was, coneealed from my 


Lies by a dark cloud. The royaliſts and 
ariſtoerats, without ſupport, without a 


head, without power, had been able to 


form no; party, and had preſerved only the 
privilege of ſpeaking, a faculty dangerous 


to themſelves en, . TW to 


= * 1 * 
g e's } iQ Be PL + "+ f 
Ot Taj k # #34 4 +. of 3. 
* * » 
94 2 . * + 


TY 


44 | Taxis had 1850 3 in 
Metz by means of the deputies for that 


city, who were ſtrongly attached to the 
coriſtitution, All the time I was fuppoſed 
to be connected with him, I had no diffi- 
culty in fruſtrating the efforts of the 
Orleam' faction, and the Jacobins; I even 
received afſiftance/from-the partiſans of the 
eonſtitution, by tolerating a little their 
| INI 12150 de 1 178 the 
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It was now almoſt a year + chit I had been 


in this ſituation, when. che king, weary of 


the painful condition to which he faw him- 
felf reduced,” and defirous of reſtoring tran- 


| Nm + & 5a $4 wah 55 a ns illi 
8 | | * 1 ty 


„ avs. +6 r e a A was 


Gd. fol  A4as 
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quillity ts the kingdom, went, on the 4th 
of February, alone to the conſtituent af. 
ſembly. Here he pronounced an affecting 
diſcourſe, in which, to my great ſurpriſe, 


he bound himſelf by the ſtrongeſt ties to | 
the conſtitution, or rather” the revolution, el 
of vhieh he deelared himſelf the head. I 


had remained, and undergone ſo many 


troubles and anxieties, ſolely to preſerve for 


bim a ſmall faithful band which might one 


| day alſiſt him, at leaſt, to recover his rankx 


as” monarch, and enable him to act and 


ſpeak like a ſovereign; now, however, I 


2 without reſerve deliver himſelf 
to the hands of madmen and villains, 


= were bent on his deſtruction: for haw 
could he retract ſuch a ſtep, which he had 
voluntarily taken, without degrading his 


vbich cn befal a king ? I formed the reſo- 


lütion to guit France, and ſeek ſome other 


country. It is probable, 01 mentioned this 
intention to ſome perſon who communicated 
it to M. de la Fayette, "as 1 ſoon = re- 
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Ads from him the following letter, dich 


ſhevs his ar alas and turn aha EXABgr4: 


1790. 


14 0 4 


jon. * E I 
0 1 * 3 5 1 9 * * * r * 14 a * 


i * * * 
: : q 4 8 : 
4 * H. 1 * (8 £4 1 * 8 22 * a vb day 
4 3 % 


I 01 wart Baa! de „e re 9055 
2 e Eirowle, Ty Jean couſins my want of 


- AR 5 De be aſſured, bit, Was With 
«pleaſure I learned that my cenjiů t had 
4 met with your approbation. During 


« the werolatdan there ne: red a. dit: 


4 PAS ee. wire al 


t to rally round our ſovereign, and to eſta- 


. bliſh a conſtitution which you approve 


« leſs than I do: defects it certainly; may 
% have, but it is ſufficient to ſecure «be 
4. public-liberty, which is already ſo deeply 
« rooted in the minds and affections of the 
<- people, that its enemies cannot attack it 


„ without diſſolving the monarchy „n 
Itis ſtate af things, all honeſt men form 


but one party, of which the king has de- 
clared himſelf the chief, and which, de- 


ſtroying tat once antient regrets and 


$; factious hopes, may ſtrengthen the bands 


N of 
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6 of public order, and reſtoring every 279% 


+. where union and tranquillity, may add 


new charms to liberty, The king muſt . 


© reflect, with the moſt delicious fatisfac- 
«tion, on the good which he has done, 


and, particularly, on the evils which he 
„has avoided, and into which an ambi- 
*« tious or an unfeeling monarch! might 


have plunged France. Let us then give 
„him the reward of his virtues, by all 


© uniting to reſtore tranquillity. That of 
Metz has been diſturbed by ſome diſcuſ- 


« ſions, with which it was propoſed to in- 
6 terrupt the proceedings of the national 
* aſſembly, but I think it better to make 
no more mention of them. Let me beg 
*:of you to ſettle that affair to the general 


ſatisfaction. It is eaſy for you to ſa- 


*-tisfy the citizens of Metz, and to com- 
4 municate to them a like diſpoſition, as 
* you may give an example of this cordial 


re- union, without any injury to military 


* diſcipline, whilſt, elſewhere, the one 


| © has only been attained at the expence of 
8 the other, Beſides, I need not repreſent 
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. r «to you, that the beſt. method of Inſuiing 
& to the king the authority he holds under 
« the conftitution; of whi ch we ſo'much 
«ſtand in need, is to convince the friends 
«of liberty, that all the agents of the ex- 
© eeutive power agree in principle with 
© their ſovereign. 1 have learned that 
„you have ſome intention of quitting your 
„ country, as if ſhe had no claim to your 
< talents; you do not ſurely imagine, that 
tt a few private injuries you may have ſuſ- 
< tained can give you a right to rob us of 
< the victories we expect from your hands, 
“ and in which, Lhope, you eee 
* "WE ar 4h under hw Tue” c 


La 
* 


I <> — ,,, = . — — — 


bs. of 


4 6; « I-latter 2 nit you n _ 
4 ou are ſo well acquainted with my cha- 
racter as to render it uſeleſs for me to 
* ſay, that in the-ſame- ſituation in which 
the revolution found me, in that ſhall it 
* leave! me; however extraordinary may 
have been my adventures, to avail myſelf 
of them, for the purpoſe of advancing 
| ee, * would to me appear 
of h * “ ſtill 


h Y-” Ze aa m5 £ 


— . ůwä 
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the appearance of a bargain. I lincerely 


te 
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4 ſtill more extraordinary, and 1 with . 1 — 


66 "OO ſatisfaction make this declaration 


c at a period when it can no longer have 


« wiſh, my dear eduſin, chat you wou 
«take an early opportunity of ſhewing 


your attachment to the conſtitution; © it 


is impoſſible that talents like yours ſhould 


not excite jealouſy, and that yourfuriner 


4 opinions ſhould not furniſh either-occa> 


ſion or pretext for ſuſpiclon; nay, dit 


„would, perhaps, be for the good of the 


nation at large, that you ſhould declare 


«yourſelf in terms the moſt unequivocal 


« upon this point. When it is ſaid, M. de 
* Bouille is a man of the moſt diſtinguiſhed 1 
* abilities, and has the entire confidence of 

the army, I viſh none to have it in their 


power to ſay, but he is an enemy to our 
* principles. Pardon my freedom, dear 


eight days, has been ſaid to me twenty 
times, and it gives me pain to hear this 
reflection paſſed upon you. Adieu, my 
dear couſin, be perſuaded of oy fincere 


11 


1 * attachment.” 


This 


couſin; J only repeat what, within theſe 
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17905 This letter made no alteration either in 


u copies: 1 the major part of mine, J am 
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my principles or projects: but of this I 
made no mention to La Fayette; I wrote 
er the ſame anſwer as before. 


xepeatec, to him the propoſal I had for- 
0 merly made of uniting our efforts to pro- 


mote the public welfare, and to eſtabliſh, 
upon a firm foundation, a monarchical 
eonſtitution capable of ſecuring to the 


people their rights and privileges, and to 
the ſovereign his prerogatives. I added, 


that the ſtep. the king had juſt taken to 


reſtore the general tranquillity deſerved at 
leaſt, the return of ſome — to 


his DEN; 1 J hc 


2 Howen er, our be 3 ſo little 
eſe that they might as well both have 


ed; having Preſerved 


only able ta give the ſubſtance 1 chem. 

Te Sar of dich ee en | 
175 In the mean time my N at b Metz 
became extremely irkſome; I was involved 
in e 7H Wy the: e and the 
1255 ;Patrigtic 
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palriotie club, which were continually 3 ins 
cenſing the people againſt me. It has been 
ſeen, by the letter of La Fayette to what 
a height theſe differences roſe, complaints 
being preferred againſt me. to the national 
Conn (1513 nie USL I 


* 4 l 
s 78888 Fa 
A il Df. 2 41 

*. 
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* that Io oppoſed the fraternization of 
the national guards with the troops of the 


line. This, as 1 have ſaid, was one of the 


grand means employed to corrupt the ſol 
diers. I endeavoured, on the contrary, to 


keep them diſtinct from each other, and to 


maintain a conſtant rivalſhip between 


them. | Beſides I refuſed to deliver to the 


people of the towns and country the 
great quantity of arms {which they daily 
demanded of me. The conſequence of 
the armament was, that the n Are 


ſenals were e n 1 
OG 5 Wie A e "I «XK 212 (Ht A Jenni , 


„ It was proved. by ſince the 14th * N 


July preceding, more chan four hundred 


ane mutkets hah: been thus diltri- 
„„ . 
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buted, and in many places e W 


= cited tem by force, when their un- 


erregt e met wich any. oppo- 


frion- SOT Sontag 14. | 


Eoin e en Haigs berotarg 
This . arming hn was à motive 
to inſurrection and licentiouſneſs ; it fur. 


nmiſhed the lower order of people with the 


means of offering wiolence to vg 
orders, whom they ſtyled Ariſtoorats, an 


appellation which was the anal "for giv- 


ing them up * n - 911 25 Det. 


„ * 


„ * 9 - 
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of It- hes been 2 eee eee 
how names in themſelves ſo little appli- 
cable either to the things, to the perſons, 
ox to the ciraumſtanees of the times, ſhould 


7 yet be ſo generally employed, and even by 


the loweſt of the pebple. The conſtituent 
al ꝛmbly, che members for the third eſtate, 


beſtowed the äppellation of Ariſtoerat on 
all thoſe of the clergy and nobility wha 


refuſed to join em; tlie citizens gave it 
to the Robility it general, Who in return 


called them Mes; and the poor, poſ- 
9H]. 1 5 ſeſſed | 
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+ weind, only obs return 1 8 oY 
the arrangement of ſome affairs to quit 


France, ſeeing no reſource, and retaining 
no longer any hopes. Of all the com- 


mandanis of provinces, I was the only 
one who had remained at his poſt; the 


major part had even already left the king- 


dom. The principal leaders of the army 


had abandoned it, and their places were 


occupied either by general officers who had 
hitherto been neglected, or by thoſe who 
had recognized the new form of gar 
ment. 1 5 


In the month of Math, a ſpirit 5 


mutiny, almoſt general, manifeſted itſelf in 
the garriſon of Metz, which was compoſed 


of twelve battalions and ten ſquadrons; 
this was only the effect of ANtOXIEARQn, to 
which the ſoldiers had been excited, by the | 
inhabitants of the town; W at che voice 91 5 
their 
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ſeſſed of neither lands nor property, ſtyled 1790. 
ages all thoſe who lived i in eaſe and 2 
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ceived a better opinion of them than 1 had 
before entertained. Some idea may be 


formed of the ſpirit which reigned among 
the troops, from the following circum- 


ſtance, which I think it neceſſary to relate. 


: The day after theſe orgies, in which the 
ſoldiers had inſiſted upon being accom- | 
0 modated with liquor without paying for 


it, and had afterwards ſpread themſelves 
drunk over the whole town, I ordered all 


the tegiments to be confined to their bar- 


racks: I then repaired to that part occu- 


pied by the regiment of Picardy ; I ha- 


rangued them; I repreſented to them how 


| diſgraceful it was for the firſt regiment of 
France to have given ſuch an example to 


the army ; and aſked them what they 
imagined the king would fay when it 
ſhould come to his. knowledge ? I told 


them however, that believing their repent- 


ance ſincere, I would revoke the order I 


| had given, and permit them to enjoy their 


Wal " At this they were in the 
| 2 greateſt | 
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| greateſt aſtoniſliment, and cried out almoſt 1790. 
| unanimouſly, that their conduct had de- 
ſerved puniſhment, and that they defired 
| to remain in confinement for eight days. 
| Theſe ſame troops, four months after, | 
were in a ſtate of open inſurrection; they | 
| _ renounced. all obedience to their officers, | 
they inſulted, threatened, and treated them | 
with every indignity. From this we _ | | 
| form ſome notion of the pains that muſt | | 
| have been taken to ſeduce them, and of 5 | | 
| the fubrilty of the poiſon e for | l 
| this Purple. 3 
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The bing, at the abet of Lo e writes 
to me off Bis 0wn hand, "Gefering me to 
come to Paris —1 demand fermi Mon to 
"gia the ling dim. Hs writes me a ſecond 

leiter, to ti ſuade me from that reſolution, 

and 10 engage me to remain in his ſervice. 
$6 Federation of the national guards of 

l the province des Evéchés with the regular 
troops. —The former wiſh to ele me their 


General, which offer 1 decline. Judicious 
refleflions of the war miniſter, M. la 


Tour du Pin, upon that ſubject. 


Y what means I do not exactly know, 
but a coolneſs had lately taken place 


between me and the partiſans of La Fay- 


ette. I knew very well they wiſhed to 
deprive me of my command, which I was 
deſirous of holding till I left France, 
which I intended to do in about two 


6 Ow, months. 


o eee e wa 


> Hoodie.” 


1 
* 
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months. One reaſon to which I attributed 1790, 
this change, » Was a report which had been 
in circulation, that on the 5th of October 
the king had formed the project of retiring 
to Metz to avoid the fury of. the people; 8 
| it was even ſaid, chat he ſtill entertained 


the ſame gelen. I 


— p .. OR TT un 


, "Whether there was any e ee "for 
ſuch a report, I did not know; its greateſt 
; degree. of credit aroſe from a letter written 
by comte d' Eſtaing to the queen, in which 1 6 
ö he endeavoured to point out the bad con- | 1 
ſequences, that might reſult from ſuch a 
5 ſtep, This letter, which is one of the | 
uſual. extravagancies of that man, was 
much talked: of about thaty time,, and has | 
fines been publiſhed. . | 
" Pi hi cireumſiance, 56 Fayette A | 
. occaſion to repreſent to the king the un- 
5 eaſineſs occaſioned. by my reſiding at Metz, 
5 and perſuaded him to write me with his F 
, ow hand Waren letter. 7 18 a | 
= eee dan een 


vol. = %%% 8 


8 { 5 d ö => 


# 


1790. 
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cc Sir, „ Fan April 23, 1790. 


„ ] have received a faithful account of 


* your exertions to retain in obedience 
« the important garriſon of my town of 
« Metz, and of the ſucceſs with which 
your efforts have hitherto been crowned. 


„ Your conduct during the late diſturb- 


e ances at that place has only increaſed 
« the favourable ſentiments J have ever 
« entertained of you; and it is with the 
« greateſt ſatisfaction I take this opportu- 
« nity of acknowledging the important 
« ſervices you have rendered me. M. de 
la Tour du Pin will explain to yon the 


98 reaſons which render for a few days 


« your preſence at Paris neceſſary ; at the 
“ ſame time I leave it entirely to your 


e own diſcretion to choofe the period 
feat when your abſence will be attended with | 
4 the n inconvenience, 


eg LOUIS.” 


Had. I not Som Wi THE ad, it 
would have heen eaſy for me to perceive 
that it was not the king's deſire I ſhould 


11 
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have been invented to prevent my return 
to Metz. But I then gueſſed, and have 
who engaged his majeſty to write me this 
| order, which the king at firſt refuſed, and 
afterwards only conſented to invite me. 
1M. de la Tour du Pin, who gave me notice 


ſome days before that I ſhould receive a 


e letter from the king, and appriſed me of 


: its contents, told me at the ſame time, that 
R though his majeſty deſired me to come to. 
e Paris, he would not be diſpleaſed ſhould I 
F perſiſt in remaining at Metz. 

F In my anſwer to the above letter I ob- 
* ſerved, that having remained in France 


d and continued in the command of the 
hk WM amy which he had intruſted to me with 


no other view than that of ſerving 
5 his majeſty, which I now ſaw to be 
| impoſſible ; I entreated his permiſſion to 
it leave the kingdom inſtead of repairing to 
ve Paris, on my departure from Metz: I at 


d WW the ſms time aſſured his majeſty, that 


ae. ids: e e * 


ſince been aſſured, that it was La Fayette 
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come to Paris, where many pretexts might 1790. 
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15790. Gould ever more favourable circumſtances 

Tov again give me an opportunity of ſhewing 

my. zeal for his ſervice, and my attachment 

to his perſon, I would; obey with the 

_ greateſt: _—_— the firſt ſummons I ſhould 
receive. For 


'4 
1 nr 


2 e was more addreſſed to La 
Fayette, to whom I knew he would ſhew 
it, than to the king; that prince clearly | 
perceived it, and on the 2d of May he 
vrote me a ſecond letter, which was tranſ- 
mitted to me by M. de la Tour du Pin. 


« Sir, _ Paris, May 2, 1790. 
In the letter which you ſent me, I 

_ &- obſerved à paſſage which gives me much 
concern. I can by no means conſent to 

4 your quitting either my perſon or my 
1 Ane - convinced by the ſervices 
you have already rendered, me, that 1 
have ſtill much to expect from your 
„ ahilities-. Be aſſured, that I retain a 
2 grateful ſenſe of the obligations I owe 
be is out Ra —— to the gene- 

2 | Ys * Wü y 


£ * 


* 
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1 roſity and delicacy of your ſentiments, 170. 


“have made for the fourth of this month, 


and it is with pleaſure I fee you par- 


u ticipate in the ſentiments with which 
« the new conſtitution muſt inſpire every 


good eitizen, od ann. 185 n. 
5 ful en Ra 


92 


dnvemined my conduct; I reſolved to 
conquer my ſeruples, and wrote word to 
his majeſty, that his will ſnould ever be to 


me a law; that I would, though with ex- 
treme reluctance, conform to this conſtitu- 


tion, ſince he himſelf had acknowledged 


it, and given it his approbation; that in ſo 
doing I made the greateſt ſacrifice it was 


poſſible for a man to make, that of his 
principles and opinions: and I concluded 
vthe e that his majeſty would 


„ 8 9 90 


9 LOU1S. > 


This nn 0 Jechitatids of the kitig' „ 


d that I do not more fully expreſs the 
« high ſenſe I entertain of your merit. 1 
perfectly approve the diſpoſitions you 
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1790. grant me leave to retire, whenever I ſhould 
— ſee that my ſervices could no _ be of 
my eſſential a to him. 


The _ of May, e in the king's 


letter, was the day appointed for the fede- 
ration of the national guards of Merz, and 
the province under my command, with the 
troops of the line reſident in the town of 


Metz. This, as I have already faid, was 


one of the grand means employed by La 


Fayette and the conſtitutional party to at- 


Mok. ne. ſoldiers to- the confſlitution. | 


, Thad cmmeny of this 8 make 


to have taken place ſome time before, but 
as there was no expreſs decree to that effect 


paſſed in the aſſembly, and as no orders 


had been tranſmitted to me by the king for 
that purpoſe, I had hitherto conſtantly op- 


poſed it, on which aceount new complaints 


had been preferred againſt me to the aſſem- 
blyz the town of Metz had even ſent two 
ee to the ls and the aſſembly, de- 


manding 
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manding my recall; but M. de la Tour du 
Pin diverted them from their intentions, 
and removed their apprehenſions by aſſur- 
ing them, that ſo far from oppoſing any 

further obſtacle to the union of the people 
with the troops, it was my intention to do 
every thing in my power to eſtabliſh the 
moſt perfect harmony between them. 
That gentleman at the ſame time ſignified 
to me his majeſty's wiſh that I ſhould aſſiſt 
at this federation, renew my oath on the 
occaſion, and try by every method to ren- 
der myſelf popular, and gain the confidence 
of the people and the national guards. 
This injunction I faithfully obeyed, and 
ſuch an effect did my conduct produce, 
that all the national guards of the province ; 
offered unanimouſly to ele& me their ge- 
heral, and preſſed me earneſtly to accept 
this place. I refuſed; but I repented, when 
I found, by a letter which I received a few 
days after from M. de la Tour du Pin, that 
it was his majeſty's deſire that I ſhould ac- 
cept the propoſal; and when I had coolly 
calculated all the advantages I * have 
L 4 „ "2 ved 


; © 
bs. MEMOIRS RELATING TO 


1790. derived from it, and the opportunities it 
—— would” have afforded me of ſerving his 
majeſty, In confirmation of this opinion, 
E ſhall here inſert the letter of M. de la Tour 

du Pin. 


> 4 Paris, 8 11 1790, 

« I fre, Sir, "ach the contents of Four 

« letter of the 6th, that you have in the 

& fulleſt manner obtained what was ſo 

6 juſtly due to vou. I ſhould now con- 

yy gratulate myſelf on my kill in pro- 

. © phecy, were there any merit in predict- 
« ing ſucceſs. in affairs committed to your 

« direQtion; and indeed, I was from the 
beginning Jeſs occupied in pointing out- 
to you the line of conduct you ſhould 
purſue, than in reflecting upon what 
might be expected from your abilities. 

_ < Immediately on the receipt of your letter, 
I haſtened to lay it before the king, and 
« the intereſt which you muſt be certain 

e his majeſty takes in whatever concerns 
you, can leave you no room to doubt of 
. 6 OY he ibm he . on the per- 
1 44 | | 5 8 8 uſal 


{ 
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« uſal of it: to repeat tlie proofs of his ſa- 1790. 
6 tisfaction would be uſeleſs, after thoſe he 
« himſelf has been pleaſed to give you. 


Having thus, Sir, moſt ſincerely feli- 
„ citated you on your ſucceſs, 3 in having 
« gained” the public favour, pardon me if 
| © my ſentiments do not perfectly coincide 
« with yours, reſpecting the refufal you 
© have given tothe offer of being appointed 

* general of the federation. This poſt 
E: might have given you great influence 
« over the armed forces of the provinces, 
« and perhaps over many others 3 it would : 
« deſides have formed a counterpoiſe 
* which might have been attended with 
L great nge 
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* As chitgs at proline ſtand, there is no 

© further talk of your coming to Paris: 

that project is entirely laid aſide; not that 

you had any danger to apprehend, I can 

* aſſureyou, but your ſituation being total 
changed, your preſence becomes indiſ- i 
« Ne neceſſary at Meta, and we could | 

«* diQtate 
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1 | MEMOIRS' RELATING TO 
1790. dictate nothing better to you than what 
425 gs 6 you have done, and what you are at pre- 

© ſent doing. I have the honor to be, 
| 6 TOs" &c. 
a. Are od Je I. T. bu Pix. 


After the receipt of the laſt SERIES written 

me by the king and his miniſter, after the 
engagement I had entered into with his 
majeſty, and the ſtep I had juſt taken, I 

ſaw the neceſſity of entirely altering my 

plan of conduct, if I wiſhed to be of any 
eſſential ſervice to my ſovereign ; I now 

found it would be.moſt proper to connect 

myſelf with La. Fayette and the conſtitu- 
tionaliſts, at the ſame time keeping a 
watchful eye on the former. Before I made 

any direct overtures, I endeavoured to dif- 

cover whether the plan he had in view was 

grand and comprehenſive, and whether he 

| had courage and firmneſs to execute it. 
— Had he poſſeſſed a mind equal to great un- 
dertakings, when he brought back the king 
to Paris, and defeated the party of Orleans, 

| move ang; a favourable combination of 

| "Fg; 5 : 25 cxcum- 
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deſtroy it entirely. He ſhould have per- 
ſuaded the king to confer on him ſome im- 
portant poſt, which ſhould have put him at 
the head of the kingdom, by giving him 
the diſpoſal of the whole public force, 
cauſing himſelf, likewiſe, to be appointed 
commander of all the national guards of 


France; he ſhould then have diſbanded the 


army, and afterwards have re- aſſembled 


them upon ſuch a plan, and with ſuch 0 


ficers, as beſt ſuited his purpoſe; he ſhould 


have engaged in his intereſt the moſt power- 


ful and the moſt able members of the aſ⸗ 


ſembly, the majority of which were already 
united to him by principle; he ſhould have 
formed partiſans among the moſt diſtin- 
guiſhed men of every claſs of ſociety ; 


aſſiſted. by able men, he might then have 


eſtabliſhed, upon the moſt ſolid baſis; a a 


monarchical conſtitution, He would eaſily 
have overcome whatever obſtacles he might 


have met with in the execution of his plan, 


155 
circumſtances than any merit of his own, 1 790. 
he would have endeavoured to cruſn ang "YL 
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1790. or rather he would have found none at all, 


— This was the with of the king and a great 
majority of the nation; ſupported by the 


monarch and the aſſembly, he was in poſ- 
ſeſſion of all the power | requiſite: for ſo 


important and uſeful an undertaking. 


But whilſt I am reproaching La Fayette 


with his political conduct, I muſt regret the 


errors I myſelf have committed. Having 


once conſented to conform to the new con- 


ſtitution, and to act under it, which I did 
with a view of ſerving my ſovereign, I 


ſhould have endeavoured to take the lead in 


the new ſtate of affairs, by forming to my- 
ſelf a ſtrong party, which I was able to 
have done, even among the conſtitution- 


aliſts themſelves; I ſhould have ſupported 


La Fayette againſt the Jacobins, and have 
defended the king againſt all patties, re- 


ſerving for him reſources in caſe of an 


emergency. I ought then, on the 4th of 


May, to have accepted the command of the 
confederate national guards of les Eveches 
7⁰ | and 


1 
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and Lorraine; I ſhould ſoon have found 1790, 
myſelf at the head of thoſe of the other 
frontier provinces, which were actually not 
long after ſubmitted to my orders, and 
ſerved in ſome: manner as a check upon the 
| regular troops under my command. Being 
thus in poſſeſhon of a conſiderable force, I 
ſhould have gone to Paris to ſound the in- 
tentions of La Fayette, and endeavour at 
leaſt to inſpire him with confidence. With 
thoſe of the miniſters. who were men of 
talents and integrity, and there were many 
whom I eſteemed ſuch, as M. de la Tour 
du Pin, I ſhould have concerted a plan of 
conduct, procured his majeſty's ſanction to 
it, and an aſſurance, on his part, that he 
would ſtrictly conform to it. This plan 
ſhould have been adapted, not only to the ; 
exiſting circumſtances, but to the character 
of Louis the Sixteenth, who, with all the 
beneficence of Henry the Fourth, poſſeſſed 
none of his warlike virtues. The king 
then ſhould have ſuffered the conſtitutional 
party to proceed 1 in their career, taking care, 
e, to have ſome Partiſans among 
them; 
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1790. W he was to make judicious refleQions 
upon the different decrees which ſhould be 


preſented to him, without rejecting any, 
only expreſſing a conſtant deſire that the 


new laws ſhould be calculated to promote 
the happineſs of his people; as the defects 
in the conſtitution were already perceived 
by a great majority of the aſſembly, it 
would perhaps have fallen of itſelf, or, 


which is more probable, would: have ex- 
perienced ſuch alterations as would have 
| left in the king's hands the whole executive 


power, and. the diſpoſal of the national 
forces. His majeſty's conduct no longer 
inſpiring diſtruſt, the fear entertained of 
the ariſtocrats would have ſubſided, and 
the conftitutional party would not have 


united with the Jacobins, - The king might 


have weakened 'the party of La Fayette, 


and I was in poſſeſſion of a formidable, 


popular, and military force, which he 
might have employed uſefully, had he 
properly choſe the opportunity. The 


enlightened part of my readers will, un- 


doubtedly,, neh me with the errors 
0 > which 


g 5+ 7 F 
: 


THE FRENCH REVOLUTION. 1 59 

which 1 have mentioned: they are the ſub- 1790. 

jects of my regret; but the horror in which ! 
held this revolution diſconcerted the 

| Jes thi prudence prompted me to 
follow. I did too much perhaps for my 

mo wa but 2 too ue to inſure 

de., 
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7 Saen 5 Foy "I Epen With « 


view of co-operating with him if I find 
bis intentions pure and diſintergſted.— Fail 


in my attempts.—General federation at 


Paris of the national guards and the 
troops of the line, — Effects which this 


produced in the army.—General inſurres- 
tion of the troops, — Particulars of that of 


the garriſon of Metz.—T am appointed 
commander in chief of the army of the 


weſt, — My apprebenfions of a civil war, 


4 aud al ee 4 in 8 


1790. 
han aa 


T being no 1 intended that l ſhould 
quit Metz, I'wrote to La Fayette, telling 


him that I had promiſed his majeſty to 
ſerve the conſtitution, which I intended 
faithfully to do whilſt I remained in France; 
but that hitherto I had daily ſeen the old 
government demoliſhed, without perceiving 

| CL Sc 4 ny 
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auler ſubltituted in its place; I doubted 


not, but he and his friends had been care- f 


ful to replace what they had deſtroyed, or 
elſe they were criminal in the higheſt de- 
gree; that by the expreſs deſire of the king. 


I had taken an oath of fidelity to a conſti- 


tution, which was only a chimerical being, 
Jwiſhed, however, to be acquainted with 


| it, as well as with his views; his plans and 


intentions ſhould have my ſupport if, as I 


161 


1790. 
— 


ſuppoſed, they were for the benefit of our 


country. 
to Paris, with full inſtructions; that he 


might rely upon his diſcretion, and open 
himſelf to him with the ſame freedom as 


to myſelf; I deſired him, likewiſe, to de- 
liver to my ſon his anſwer, which was £1 


e in the "Oy terms: 


I added, that I had ſent my ſon 


— SA 66 8 May 20% 1790. 


17 3 8 my dear couſin, the 
te ſatisfaction which the receipt of your 
* letter and the arrival of your ſon afforded 
me. Be aſſured, that if my moſt earneſt 
« deſire is to ſee. liberty and our conſtitu- 
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Nals effeQually: eſtabliſhed, the ſecond 
*.-wiſh- of my heart is for the return of 
& order and tranquillity, and a renovation 


A of the public ſtrength and energy. Un- 


* happily: for us, in the ariſtocratical party 
there are ſtill men who hope to recover 


their former ſtatien, or to revenge them- 


_ * ſelveg dy eneouraging diſorder; and 
among the popular party, there are thoſe 


ho imagine that the conſtitution is to 


effected the revolution, and perhaps their 
4 factious views: may extend ſtill farther, 


A queſtion/ which was lately agitated, 


relative to war or peace, in the moſt 


6. ſtriking manner divided dur party into 


. manharchical and republican. We were 
« victorious, hut this, and many other cir- 


„ cumſtances, have ſhewn me that all well 
„ iſhiers to their country cannot too 


. eloſely -unite- themſelves together; and 
5. fince your ſeruples with reſpect to the 
6. conſtitution/nq longer exiſt, -let . 


. it all the-affRance in our power, by re- 


_« fiſting erery attetapt ro diſturb the hap- 
* 3 oF * | ** 5 * pinch 
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| WH © pineſs and tranquillity of our fellow-titi- 1790. 
fene, whoever be the authors of it. The LO 
„ perſon who will deliver you my letter is 
« M. de T.. ., commiſſioned to negociate 
« with'the German princes, who are pro- 
[ 


8 © prictors in Alſace. He is my moſt inti- 
© mate friend; you may therefore ſpeak to 
| © him with the greateſt confidence on all 
4 public affairs. I expect your ſon this 
* morning, and it is with the moſt lively 
« ſatisfaction I ſee the renewal of our 
5 friendſhip. Adieu, my dear couſin; be 
4 aſſured of a liticers Hagge, Nes _ 


7 " © La Faverrs,” 


ws © My 7 07 . 


In all this there was -nenking poſitive | 

his letter coitained no direct anſwer to my 
queſtions, and was of as little importance 

% as the preceding 'which he had ſent me. 
Thie V. de T. ., his intimate friend, and 

he to whom he tells me 1 may ſpeak without 

er reſerve, was an intfiguing man; who hat | 
© WW acquired'a fortune” by a variety. of means, | 
"= ry whom the tevoluticn furniſhed new 

els Li 1 2 ones 
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1790. ones to raiſe him ſtill higher. I was there. 
fore careful not to enter into any: ew an- 
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You with him. 


Fd 


My FO F 1 five weeks at Paris, 


during which he frequently ſaw La Fayette, 
was treated by him with every mark of 
kindneſs, and had ſeveral long converſations 
with him ; theſe were full of an apparent 


ſincerity on the part of La Fayette, but he 
conſtantly. avoided coming to any explana- 
tion with reſpect to his intentions. Alas 


the fooliſh man had no determined plan of | 


conduct. He told my ſon, and repeated 


it frequently, that he had been offered not 
only the rank of marechal of France, but 
alſo that of generaliſſimo and conſtable of 


the kingdom; and this was true; that he 


had rejected theſe offers; that his only wiſh 
was to eſtabliſi and confirm the conſtitu- 


tion; and that when this great work ſhould 


be effected, he would return to the rank he 
occupied before the revolution, and retire 
to his eſtate, where he would remain till his 


endangered n ſhould have need of 
4s 1 ZN A him. 
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him. He added, that the attachment which 1 208 | 
the king ſhewed to the conſtitution gave 
him great ſatisfaction, but ſaid, he by no 

means approved of the conduct of the! 

queen. My ſon having in vain waited ſix 

weeks for a decree, which M. de la Fayette 

and the military committee had promiſed 

both him and M. de la Tour du Pin, re- 

turned to give me an account of his miſſion. 

This decree related to n e of 


ee 


1 now ee no more laben from La : 

d Fayette, who, it is eaſy to perceive, wiſhed | 
j to act the ſame part in France as Waſhing» 
ton had done in America: but he poſſeſſed 
weicher the character nor abilities of chat 


© great man; the two countries, likewiſe, 
b would admit of no compariſon. However, 


|- it was perhaps not yet too late to fave France 
aud che monarchy. The three orders of the 
e ſtate, though tottering to their foundation, 


s WF rounded: them: and it would have been 


f ezſy, by ſtr engthening them, to render 
* r M 3 them 


\ 


; 1790. them uſeful in the formation of a monar. 
chieal government; but the two parties I 


ſend detachments from every regiment. 
The deputations which eame from the pro- 
| N to aſſiſt at this ceremony, ſhewed 


ee RELATING 9 


have mentioned, though divided between 


themſfelves, were unanimous, in a determi. 
nation to effect the utter deſtruction of theſe 
bodies. The duke of Orleans was returned 


from England, and his faction, Which had 
lain quiet during the abſence af its chief, 
now appeared with greater ſtrength than 
before, and continued t increaſe in power 


till it attained a height equal to that of 


Jacobiniſm, which deſtroyed France and 


-, threatened: all Europe. A propoſal was at 
this time made by La Fayette, that on the 
14th of July, the anniverſary of the de- 
ſtruction of the Baſtille, à ſolemn league 
ſhould be entered into between the national 
| guards and the troops of the line, This 
confederation was to take place at Paris, 


It was to be formed on the part af the 


national guards by detachments from each 


department; the troops of the line were to 


& 2 the 
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the king every mark of reſpect and attach- 1798. 
ment, and many people have thought that 1 
he miglit have availed himſelf of 'theſs fa. 1 
vourable ſentiments, to effect a revolution 55 


nin his favour at Paris. .- This, however, 
N was not his character, nor in his heart did 


be entertain ſuch an idea; I even deubt 
whether, had he aaa 1 he” ' wouls 
nnen 00 ungen 
The eee in the men * 
poiſoned the minds of the troops. On cheit 
return from the capital, they brought with 
them the ſeeds of corruption; theſe they 
inſtilled into their conitades, and in à fort- 
night, or, at "moſt; a momh, the whole! 
army was in a ſtate of the moſt terrible in 
ſurreckon. That the Orleaniſts and Jaco- 
bins firſt infligated the troops to this Vo- 
lenee, Tam very well convinced, having 
Ke obtained ew of n ee 


N che d cis ech fest ek 
place, all being quiet at Metz, I demanded 
leave * abſence for two months, interid- 


4 a 4 | M 4 : a ing 
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x790- ing -o go to Aix-la-chapelle for the pur. 


poſe of drinking the waters, which my 
health rendered abſolutely neceſſary. This 


requeſt was granted, but--whilſt preparing 


for my departure, I received a decree of 


the aſſembly, ordering all the officers and 


generals of the army to give à writing 


under their hand, engaging upon their 
honour, faithfully to conform to the con- 


ſtitution, and to execute no orders which 
ſhould appear contrary. to its principles. 
T This decree. I.cenſured. 2 as reg 
nant with many bad effects 

vor) EY A Mag 

It excited ee of their 8 in 
the minds of the ſoldiers, at a time when 
it was neceſſary that the greateſt harmony 
ſhould ſubſiſt between them; it. greatly 


diminiſhed, the. reſpec due from a ſoldier 


to his officers, which ought on the con- 
trary, 3 rather to be increaſed ; it was calcu- 


lated likewiſe to add to that diſcontent, 


which the latter muſt natunglly experience 
from the recent abolition of all titles of 
obility; and laſtly, it was entirely uſeleſs 


| THE FRENCH REVOLUTION. 
and ſuperfluous, ſince they had already 
ſeveral times taken the oath of ae to 
the! conſtitution. SU | 


Theſe 3 were 1 ſo. fro. 


quently repeated, that they were treated 


by every body with deriſion; and here 1 
maſt expreſs my admiration of the clergy, 
who firmly refuſed to take that which was 
afterwards required of them. This muſt 
have proceeded entirely from a motive of 
conſcience, as they had previouſly, without 
any reſiſtance, ſuffered themſelves to be 


ſtripped of all their poſſeſſions. A me- 


morable inſtance of virtue this, which coſt 


169 


1790. 
— — 


many of them their ves, and brought | 


their whole order under a e proferip- 
tion. e 

+1 imagined this decree to be one of 
thoſe little artifices which La Fayette had 
before frequently employed to divide the 
ſoldiers from their officers, and diſguſt the 


latter, who were permitted to quit the ſer- 


vice, if they were unwilling to enter into 
| Ear | oi 


t- 


R 
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2790. the Propoſed e este I mentioned 
* my diſcontent to ſome of the friends of 


La Fayette, and in conſequence; a few days 
after, received trom him the following 


/%%%ͤ ͤ TT ͤ arte, 
r. — » 3 x Py * 2 1 4 » gp oe” ? 1 A 
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* hom ard. my dear couſin, that 
* ſome perſons have endeavoured to de- 
« prive me of your good opinion: but 
4 with a heart upright like yours, inte- 
« grity cannot, long be miſtaken, and 


« friendſhip is er ſure af it 


= ici wanted 38 7 * 2 1 I 8 10 

2 aud Li * int: Sl 3 22 ale TI: 5 | 
20 forme eu be told many abſurditics 
h regard to my views, my -meaſures, 


« and my wiſhes; it"is natural for ambi- 


* tious men to endeavour to find ſome. 


private motives. for the conduct of a 
man, who, though in poſſeſſion of ex- 
* tenfive power, ſeeks only the advance- 


ment of the public good. Perſonal 
WS... ny they have likewiſe aura 


2 
# i. F 


8 h had 1 no other date, 


66 to 


i 


: 


THB- FRENCH: REVOLUTION. 171 
to ſow between us; this too is natural; 1990, 
for there are many who envy me, and "Yo 
* others: to whom J have given cauſe of 
: « G ion; ; ſo that in gaining the aps 


6. probation of my country, I have drawn 


61 on u myſelf che er dings oem ; 


— — "Te, — — — - . 8 
— 2 th ein "TAS * 4 0 b r — < A 
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r* ——— 


Much cenfure has Bed pallee(upon 
« my actions, fometinies with reafon and 
4 ſometimes” without. The accufations 
preferred againſt me are oontradictory, 

« and would furniſh me with the means 
« of defending myſelf; but whilft J fe- 
1 verely blame my faults, I take credit for 
« my intentions, and though others might 
4 have acted better, no one has followed 

more cloſely the dictates of conſcience. 


q) 
i 
1 
4 


2 


Let me beg of you, my dear couſin, 

* whenever you think you have reaſon to 
* be diſſatisfied with my conduct, to ad- 
% dreſs yourſelf immediately to me: our 
| * diſpoſitions are not alike, and our politi- 
| 4 cal principles differ; but we are both 
| en n, and as ſuch are not al- 


0 ; | * ways | | | 
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1790. « ways to be met with, we ſhall better 
— &. clear up by ourſelves any thing that 


* 


4 may want explaining, than oy ig 
4 drhets to wg rene elf noi 


n 


« 1 will frankly _ that this new 
© engagement required of the officers i is a 

<< very exceptionahle meaſure. It was 
« found neceſlary firſt, to check that ſpirit, 
« of licentiouſneſs which pervaded the 


1 * 7 * 
4 


| whole kingdom, next to reconcile . the 


people to the, encampment of the troops, 
ka © a then to rendeĩ the engagement enter- 
ed into by the officers of the army, com- 
« mon to all public functionaries: when 
„ this was effected, there till remained 
this laſt form of giving a promiſe, Which 


can have nothing in it particularly diſ- 


* agreeable to the army, ſince it extends 
« to all conditions, but it is derogatory to 


et the dignity of the French nation, already 
* weary of the repetition of theſe oaths 
8 of fidelity. _ 5 | 


ix 


As the” n Meter far from 
888 dee to offend the officers. of the 


n army, | 


POW + 
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& army, had no other object in view than 1790. 
„ to furniſh them with the means of ef- te: 
* fectually ſilencing. the voice of Mlander, © 
„ and deſtroying all pretext for mutiny of 

bw diſobedience ; we rely on your patriot- 

« iſm, my dear couſin, to reject any bad 
conſtruction that may be put upon their 

«* conduct, and hope that your example 

« vill be the means of uniting the officers 

in' that diſpoſition towards the conſtitu- 

« tion, which is ardently deſired by all 
good citizens, whilſt the factious and 

* diſcontented of. all parties deſire no- 

„ thing more than to inſpire them with 

« ſentiments of diſaffeQion, 


My friend Emeri writes to. you; he 

«wiſhed me to requeſt a favour of you in 
« his behalf, but I am afraid it is now my 
*. turn to employ an interceſſor; however, 
* I ſhould fear nothing, were you but 
* thoroughly ſenſible of the ety = 
E my attachment eee ay 5 


„ La FAYETTE.” 


1 


* 4 i > : . = * * 6 # * ; 
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2 La Fayette was at this time vigotouſly 
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Pr by the party of the duke of Or- 
leans; he was faſt loſing his popularity at 


Paris, and in the provinces, and his influ- 
ence over the aſſembly was already much 
: diminiſhed. He derived his importance 
rather from the circumſtance of having the 


perſon of the king in his poſſeſſion, than 
from any force of which he himſelf was 


maſter; indeed it had been in fpitation to 
' diſband the army, and aſſemble a new one 
modelled upon the principles of the revo- 
 Hhition. This meaſure was adviſed by 


Mibibeas! and was in itſelf perfectly rea- 
ſonable, for the army of the kings of 
France commanded by the. nobles, could 
not poſſibly be the army of the new con- 


ſtitution which hat deſtroyed nobility. To 
gain over the troops in favour of the new 


eſtabliſhment, it was neceſſary to corrupt 


tbem, to alienate their affections from their 


officers, diffuſe through them a ſpirit of 


diſobedience, and perhaps even prompt 


them to mutiny and licentiouſneſs. This 


| * the with of the duke of Orleans and 
| . ee 
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perceived the moment it was mentioned. 
| I now wrote to La Fayette, repeating my 
diſapprobation of the falſe ſtep recently 


taken, telling him, however, that I would 
ſet the example to the army by mn 8 


to it myſelf. 


' Juſt 15 I was on the point of ſetting out 


for Aix-la-chapelle, the inſurrection which 
broke out almoſt at the ſame time in all the 


garriſons of the kingdom, appeared like- 
wiſe in thoſe under my command, parti- 
cularly in that of Metz, where it was 


attended with circumſtances of the moſt 


alarming nature, threatening nothing leſs 
chan the total diffolution of the army, and 
| theplunder of the cities and provinces, nay, 


even the whole kingdom, the ſoldiers 


having united themſelves with the popu- 


lace. That theſe: conſequences were to be 
feared, the example of Nancy, the terror 
of the king, the aſſembly, and La Fayette, 


are a Aalen proof; the letters I received 


23 | from 


175 
the Jacobins; but the dangers attendant on 1790. 
ſuch a ſtep were ſo evident, that they were 


1 
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1790. from his majeſty, from the preſident, and | 


from the laſt; mentioned perſon, after 1 


bad ſuppreſſed the revolt, are filled with 
apprehenſions of this nature. Every where 
the ſoldiers formed committees, each regi- 
ment having i its own, by which its conduct 


was directed. From theſe they choſe a 


{mall aunber, of deputies, who were ap- 
pointed to wait on their officers, for the 


purpoſe of humbly demanding the ſtoppages 
which had been madefrom their pay; uhder 
che late form of government, by inſpe&ors*. 
As this requeſt was perfectly reaſonable, 
and made with reſpect, it was granted. In 


ſome corps, theſe ſtoppages amounted to a 


. conſiderable ſum: in others, to little or 
nothing. Not contented with this firſt 
ſucceſs, the ſoldiers formed new and unrea- 

ſonable | pretenſions, which being, wege, 


2 


* So far back as the month of May 1789, x had 
propoſed to the miniſter to augment the pay of the 


army, in order to attach it to the king. This he re- 


fuſed, and a meaſure ſo popular was left to the aſſem- 
bly, who, ſhortly after, not only conſiderably increaſed 
the pay of the ſoldiers, but likewiſe ſecured to the 


| ſubaltern officers the promotion they ſo much defired. 
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| they flew to arms, confined their officers to 1790. 
their apartments, carried the colours to their od 


barracks, placed a guard over the treaſurers 
of the regiments, opened the military 
cheſts and: diſtributed the money among 


themſelves; if they were not ſatisfied with 
what they found there, they levied contri- 


butions upon their officers, who, for the 


moſt part, were obliged to borrow of the 


tradeſmen and inhabitants of the towns to 
: ſatisfy [their exorbitant demands. Let, 
notviithſtanding | this, they regularly per- 


formed the military ſervice as uſual, obey- 


Ing their” officers only in this one reſpect. 


They ſeemed animated by the ſame mind, 


and to have but one will, and one leader. 


Wills, ſtationes et fi qua alia preſens 
| «"uſus indixerat, ipſi partiebantur- Id 


« militares animos altius conj jectantibus 
2 præcipuum indicium magni atque im- 


0 placabilis motus quod neque disjecti vel 


” * paucorum inſtinctu ſed pariter ardeſce- 
0 rent, pariter filerent ; tanta æqualitate 


* et 5 ut reg crederes.” fuel. 8 
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Thie is an exact picture of what paſſed 


"—_— Fa the army, and in almoſt all the garriſons 


of the kingdom. In ſome of them, parti- 


cularly that of Nanci, much greater exceſſes 


-with the populace, indulged themſelves in 
AER IIs: 115 0 


1 1 "TY 


n of this inſurrection, I deter- 
mined not to ayail myſelf of the leave of 


my beſt endeavours to ſtop che evil before 
it proceeded any farther. I repaired to the 
firſt regiment which, . ee 
purpoſe of ſeizing the mili 
the colours; I proceeded to harangue the 
ſoldiers, who had ranged themſelves in 


order of battle with loaded arms, and had 


ordered their officers to take their uſual 
ation. in the ranks; but I could obtain 


nothing of them; to all my remonſtrances 
they conſtantly and unanimouſly anſwered 
Eee * would 925 en, e a 
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very conſiderable ſum. The officers joined 1790. 
with me in haranguing them, but in van. 
It was a Gefman regiment which I expected 
would be more reaſonable than the others, 
but I was much miſtaken ; their meaſures 
were marked with more order and method, 
but they were equally obſtinate. The 
ſoldiers having eried out to each other, that 
it was neceſſary to get poſſeſſion of the | 
military cheſt and colours, which were at 4 
che houſe of the commander of the regi- 
ment, at a ſmall diſtance, I called the offi- 
cers to me, and we ran thither, placing | I 
_ ourſelves before the door ſword' in hand; 4 
the grenadiers came and ranged themſelves 1 
before us in good order, whilſt the reſt of | 4 
the regiment remained in the line which | | 
they had formed, before the barracks, | 
having taken the precaution of ſending de- 
tachments to guard the entrance of the 
principal ſtreets, for the purpoſe of depriv- 
ing me of all communication with the tO 
of the town: I had, however, found means 
to ſend orders to a regiment of dragoons, 
whoſe: barracks lay very near, ordering 
1 | N .. — . 
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1790. them to! mount on 'Lorfebhek and arge the 
"S= German'regiment. * This order the officers 


obeyed, but the dragoons refuſed to a man. 


| In the ſame manner, the commanders of 
the different corps Which compoſed the 
| garriſon were unable to prevail on them to 
act in the ſuppreſſion of this revolt; the 
ſoldiers refuſing to take arms, openly de- 


2 ring, that they had promiſed not to 
hem againſt this regiment, whoſe 
demands they ſaid were juſt, and whoſe 
onduct they approved. Thus deprived of 
all aſſiſtance, I remained lin this poſition 


two hours, the grenadiers either not daring 


or not wiſhing to force the door, and pre- 


ſerving the moſt profound ſilence. Some 
of them, inſtigated by the lower order of 


people, who called out to them to have 
either money or blood, le velled at me ſeve- 


ral times, but their atma were conſtantly | 
raiſed by the ſubaltern officers; at Jaſt, the 
municipality, being informed of my ſitua- 


tion, came in a body to my relief. The 


. mayor, a very worthy man, remoriftrated 
with the ſoldiers, — LEERE Aol to 


2 


125 i 6 | f N O N | 0 a their : 


THE: FRENCH- REVOLUTION» 


their barracks. However, the following 
day, they compelled their officers to diſtri- 


bute to them half the ſum they had "we | 


manded the en xvenisg. ofy 


fil 54 17 


guſt, theſe ſcenes were ſucceſſively repeated 
by every regiment of the garriſon, and all 
my efforts to prevent them were in 
vain. The magiſtrates and inhabitants of 
Metz,-alarmed at the conſequences which 
might reſult from the unreſtrained licen- 
tiouſneſs of ten thouſand men, Who no 


longer acknowledged either chiefs, laws, 
| diſcipline, or authority, united themſelves. 


to me, and ſeconded my endeavours to ſup- 


hreſs this diſorder; even the national guards, 


who, ſince the federation which took place 
an the 4th of May, had remained firmly 


attached to me, offered to act againſt theſe 
troops, and with their aſſiſtance we ſuc- 
ceeded in re-eſtabliſhing ſome degree of 


order in the garriſon. The officers and 


| commanders regained part of their former 


4 a hag „ 
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dete but they loſt their 1 importance fn * 
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1790. the eyes of the S ere and that they: never 
a a recoveres.” 8 | 


* \ B . S429 41% * 4 
N % © $2; 3 Sy 3 


Ae eee de daten e len 
place, I received Be ONS tor from 


17 _ 


Ar m ef, rale —— 18, EPS. 

1166. 5 N are 1 acquainted, my 

« dear couſin, with the decree which has 
—— — relative 
inſurrection at Nanci; M. de la 


Tour du Pin is preparing to tranſmit to 


«you che king's orders, and Des Mottes, 
my aid-de-camp, who is charged with 


* them, will give you any information 


. long intrude upon your patience. The 
4 moment is now arrived, my dear couſin, 
« when” the anarchy” attendant on the re- 


volution muſt begin to give place to the 


order eſtabliſhed by the conſtitution. 
The departments are entering on their 
64 functions, and the courts of juſtice, 
a) "Oey me NO: will ſhortly be 
ES + organized. 
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46 AY The fubje& of the national 1790. 
guards will ſoon come before the aſſem- — 


« bly, which, at the moment I am writing, 
«1s determining the plan and amount of 
the regular military eſtabliſhment; al- 
ready has the king been able to. chooſe 
_ hls firſt _—— who is to command the 


« ene ny dear 
0 couſin; but hope, that by uniting in 
4 ſupport of the conſtitution, and by la- 
bouring to ſurmount whatever difficulties 
we may happen to meet with, we ſhalt. 
at laft ſucceed in eſtabliſhing liberty and 
2 Smeg F 


| ai nan e; Mee ley 
* proper, and ought to be fully and rigor- 0 
« ouſly executed; as ſoon as it was paſſed 
the king gave it his ſanction. M. de la 
Tour du Pin then announced to all the 
members of the aſſembly, that M. de 
Malſeigne would | execute it. After 
Mm "REIT declared this choice, which * 


— 
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| 1790. . ith aniverſal approbation, he diſcovered 
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<« /that M. de Malſeigne was at Beſangon. 
TE this evening received a note from his 
5-majeſty, deſiring me to concert meaſures 
„ with you; to wait on M. de la Tour du 
64 Ms; and to write to the 1 onal a4 


£ 1 1 5 pa * 
32 eee a? of GEEK TAKE 3 


nl: pe to me 2 . ſending 
the decree, no other ſtep has been taken. 
A courier has been diſpatched to M. de 


| Wane with orders for him to wait 


« your inſtructions at Luneville. I have 
+ written, not officially, but paternally, to 
< the national guards of the four 


« ments, and ſent my letter. 49.:Epinal by 


&* one of my aides-de-camp, who will re- 

pair likewiſe to Lutxille to receive your 
orders, and give you an account at Metz 

of his miſſion. We have retained the 


deputation of ſoldiers from the king's 


u regiment, and propoſe writing to you 
to- morrow evening by gn. Me 


* is'coming to eren TRY 


„ * 
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It is my opinion, my dear couſin, . that 1790. 
„ ſome blow" ſhould be ſtruck®, which TY 
© may terrify the whole army, thus check- 
ing, by one ſignal example, that ſpirit 
« of revolt which ſo univerſally prevails: 
© ſhould M. de Malſeigne not find the 
« taſk too difficult, the meaſures they are 
taking are fully ſufficient; but in caſe of 
any great reſiſtance on the part of the 
« inſurgents, and particularly ſhould they 
4 be aſſiſted by other garriſons, every effort 
« muſt be uſed to ſave our country, and I 
< beg your permiſſion to march thither 
with the title of your aid-de-camp. It 
is of the greateſt; conſequence that we 
« ſhould not fail in our attempt; and our 
« diſpoſitions ſhould © be made with ſuch 
„judgment, that Ny Sowa be left to 
” chance. | | | 
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1790. you, being. aſſured of your err 
na conſtitution, and being equally 


0  defirous with you of the return of public 
order. Whatever commiſſions you may 
e have at Paris, addreſs them to me. I 
imagine that circumftances may occur, 


„ in which two officers' of the national 


* guard erde ee Ape 


W ne 
n Long ft Le ooh n, Fares.” 


n n the Er were in- 


; deed in a molt terrible ſtate of inſurrec · 
tion : they had ſent deputies to the dif- 


ferent garriſons, inviting the ſoldiers either 
to join them or to follow' their example, 
and engaging them not to obey, ordered 


to march againſt them: they had likewiſe 
ſent deputies to Paris, with orders to pre- 
ſent an addreſs of a very inſolent nature 
to the aſſembly, and they were openly 
ſupported by the Jacobin club at Paris: La 


Fayette however had cauſed” them to be 


an and the 1 had. paſſed a 


1 . decree 


i 7 . 
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decree ordering the ſoldiers to return to 1790. 
their duty, and the inhabitants of Nancz = 


to their obedience to the laws, under pain 


of being treated as rebels. A general oſſi- 


cer, M. de Malſeigne, was charged with 


the execution of this decree, and I was 


ordered to render him every aſſiſtance in 


E in their Os 


The ak aſter ] I had received the decree q 


of the aſſembly, an order was ſent me by 


the king, to take under my command the 
troops of Lorraine, Alſace, Franche-Comte, 
and all Champagne. Theſe united to the 
garriſon of Metz, formed an army, of 
which I was appointed general, conſiſting. 


my power, employing even arms if r 


of a hundred and ten battalions; and a 


hundred and four ſquadrons; it covered 
the whole frontier from Switzerland to the 


Sambre : the reſt of the French army was 


divided into. three parts: M. de Rocham- 


beau commanded that of the North, which 
compriſed all French Flanders, Picardy, and 

| Normandy : that of the South was com- 
wanded 
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manded by Marechal de Mailly; the other, 
which included all the weſtern coaſt ex- 


cept: Normandy, Pieardy, and Flanders, was 
to be commanded. _ e WhO 
was nat yet named. . 1410 14: Wl 2 3 . : 


F $4; . — 
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If ever I 3 to eee my 


command, it was in the preſent inſtance; 


— 


almoſt all the troops had for ſome time 
indulged themſelves in diſorder and licen- 


tiouſneſs, and, in ſhort, the whole of the 


- Freneh infantry was in a ſtate of inſurrec- 


tion: there remained only the foreign. in- 
fantry upon Which any reliance could be 


placed, and even of theſe ſome regiments 


were already corrupted. However, a great 
part ef the cavalry ſtill retained their obe- 


dience to their officers, and their fidelity 
to the king; whether it was that they 


were compoſed of a better deſcription of 


men than the infantry, being generally 


choſen from among the peaſantry and ruſ- 


tics, and were leſs inclined to licentiouſ—- 
neſs; or that being diſtributed in the little 

villages and towns, they were leſs expoſed 
255 Fur rap of $4 | EEE 55 | ” 4 tg ; 
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to ſeduction. Of che hundted and ten 
bättalions then under my command, there 
were no more than twenty which L Was 


certain would obey my orders, and theſe 


were either German or Swiſs; but of the 
hundred and four ſquadrons, there were at 
leaſt ſixty which preſerved their fidelity to 


their ; ſovereign, and of theſe, [ ſeven-and- 


twenty were -Huffars. or Germans. I de- 
manded of M. de la Tour du Pin, who, I 


8 
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have already ſaid, had the ſame principles 


and views as myſelf, an order empowering 
me to march the troops wherever I thought 
proper. This was of the greateſt import- 


ance in the preſent eireumſtances, and 1 


might find it of great utility on ſome 
future occaſion. It was granted me by the 
following letter, which was? accompanied 
by an order to the ne W 2 


. 1 | WET 1 
trop bb Toes Set og dcs geb 


4 i- 


„ I haftened;Sir; he lay beface tho king 
« «your letter of the 15th; His majeſty 
« | 3s perfectly ſenſible of this new ſacrifice 


* you, make him in reliaquiſhing, your 


+34 445 wt 


9 7 1d | e deſign. 


CES | CT, : bee, Aug. 2493799. 
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- 2590. « deſign. | From your zeal for his fervice, 
your attachment to his perſon, he 


1 greateſt moment, the confider 


0 perſuades himfclf+ that you will continue 


M in the ſtation to which he has been 
* pleaſed to appoint you, till it ſhall appear 
- * that there is no longer any poſſibility of 
maintaining you in it. I need not fay 
4 that you may rely on me to ſecond, by 
Ra 2 e Lane your offer, 


AN: + © 


3 n ee . 
e I have 
in you would have led me to ſend you, 


«4: inſtead of orders, che blank which you | 


* ak; my motives for not doing ſo I have 


you will approve of them. With a view 


of facilitating” as far as poſſible your 


4 projects, Thave written to the different 
departments, and, have encloſed you a 
copy of the letter. By this time the 
troops are appriſed by the commandants 
* of "Alface, Lorraine, and even Eainault, 
chat they are now at your diſpoſal; ſo 
23 e will find no obſtacle to 
ot ; me 


* 
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Hut at the ſame time, Sir, that I con- 


« ceive the urgent neceſlity of breaking the 
« ſpirit of inſurreQion, by frequent move- 
ments, other conſiderations, of equal 


* importance, oblige me to recommend to 


you the greateſt circumſpe&ion in the 


4 employment of this means. Be aſſured, 
as far as - poſſible, that your orders 
« will be obeyed, before you venture to 
„ iſſue them; the worſt of conſequences 


+ might refult from ſeeing them diſputed: 


* a ſafe and adviſable method appears to 
me, to eftabliſh a reciprocal confidence 
* betw een yon and the conſtitutional au- 


| 19t 
4 the march of that part of them which 1790. 
you may judge it expedient to put in *— 
« motion; at leaſt, none which Lhave been 


* thorities of the different departments in EH 


which are the troops under your com- 
* mand, and to act in concert with them; 
chis is, indeed, the only method left us, 
« Na mould! it fail, I ſee Rugs I 
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4790. His majeſty, Sir, approves your con- 


s duct in ſending M. de Malſeigne alone 
: K to Nanci; it is his wiſh, that force 
ſhould not be employed till matters come 


* to ſuch an extremity as to _— * 
« departments: io have recourſe to it. 


? 


+ 4 Aut I er Nee r 
- The e e my fon will 
. give vou renders it uſeleſs for me to 


| « « peak more particularly to.the. reſt of 


« your demands. e the honour to 
« be, Sir, & c. An 2 * 7 AN +4 
profes | tir * \LA e * enfin.“ 
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n _ hated 
0 this army, and ſaw the alarming ſtate of 
the troops, and the dangerous condition of 


the kingdom, I had no difficulty in per- 


ceiving that, before long, things would 
come to a criſis, which would probably be 
the forerunner of a civil war. My firſt 


thoughts were to ſecure «Galen which 
might enable me to employ the reſources of 
which I was. maſter, in reſiſting whatever 
might happen, and even in directing events. 


1 1 =" Fi : 1 2 
1 % * \ * % 
d * 1 EW 
% ; | ; , ; 


T FRENCH: REVOLUTION. 1 


Hing at my diſpoſal a numerous cayalry, 1790 
and a ſmall body of infantry, my plan wa 
to collect thoſe troops upon which I could 
rely, and to place them in a ſituation which 
offered the means of reſiſtance, could ſupe: - 
ply their wants, and from . whence they 
might act with freedom and effect upon the 
neighbouring provinces. The poſition I 
choſe then was the banks of the Seille, 
which falls into the Moſelle. In this place 
are: extenſive meadows' proper for the ſup- 
port of a large number of cavalry, parti - 
cularly at that time, when they were 
gathering in the hay. My ſituation Was 
defended by three little places, called 
| Marſal, Vic, and Moyenvic, all without 
inhabitants, and requiring ſmall garriſons. 
The firſt was ſurrounded by a, marſh,, and. 
Was in itſelf very ſtrong, I had before me 
plains upon which my cavalry might ac 
with advantage, and I was placed between | 
Allace, Lorraine, and the Biſhoprics, baying | 
an entrance into Franche-Comté and Bur- 
gundy; I likewiſe ſecured Biſch and Phalſ- 
bourg, two excellent little fortreſſes, which 
| mh done 
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one battalion was ſufficient to defend, 


— Theſe places rendered me maſter of part of 


* 


the mountains of Voſges, which ſeparate 


lower Alſace from Lorraine and the Biſhop- 
 rics; it was my intention, likewiſe, to take 
_ poſſeſſion of ' Montmedi, a fortreſs of the 


fame kind, which would have given me a 
communication with ang and 
* erh e 


eee 


ders to take upon me the command of this 


army, I gave directions for aſſembling all 
the forage on the Seille and the upper 


Moſelle; the proviſions I laid up at Marſal; 
T then commanded a train of artillery to be 


brought here, m in n _ 2 wh wh 
m ene 
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CHAP. IK, 


Hair of Noni. 3 of that event, 
and iti conſequences, —d. make the tour of 
de provinces of which Tam commandant, | 
—Diſfition of the people and troops at 
der time.—My project for reſtoring the 
15 "my to liberty, and — af the head 


— 1790. 
Nanei continued to increaſe, becoming 
daily of a nature. more alarming- The 

garriſon was compoſed of four battalions of 

the king's | regiment, accounted one of the 
beſt in France; of two battalions of Swiſs, 
principally from Geneva, the Pays de Vaud 

and Neuchatel; and of the regiment of 

Meſtre de Camp, which was cavalry: aſ- 

* by five or ſix thouſand men, eicher of 

| O02 | the 
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1792. the town or neighbourhood, who had 
7 — 


joined them in hopes of pillaging, they 
had opened the arſenals, from whence they 
had taken fiye thouſand muſkets; they had 
ſeized upon the powder magazines, and 
loaded eighteen pieces of cannon *. The 
ſoldiers" had plundered the military cheſt, 
and had indulged themſelves in every ſpecies 
of” one and diſorder;” a= i Had 


ig many of e to - print and 
among others,” the general officer who 
commanded them; in conjunction with the 
populace, they had exacted money of the 
conſtituted authorities of the place, threat- 
ening to hang the municipal officers and 
commiſſioners for the department, in caſe 
| they refuſed to comply with their demands. 
They had avowed the moſt ſovereign con- 
tempt for the comet aſſembly, and had 
- burnt its decrees; in ſhort, they had ex- 
 preſſothei ee de plunder and ſack 
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Gs de mes found Nanci. 


W his A ts _ cauſed the 1 


| of the aſſembly to be proclaimed, but the | 


people and ſoldiers treated it with deriſion; 
on his haranguing the latter, for the pur- 
poſe of indueing them, by gentle means, 
to return to their duty, they threatened 
him, and even attempted to ſeize him: but 
having, by his courage and preſence. f 
mind, eſcaped out of their hands, he re- 


tired to Lune ville, where was a body of 


carabineers conſiſting of eight ſquadrons. 
Theſe had hitherto quietly conformed to 
military diſcipline; The garriſon of Nanci, 


and with. them a party of the national 


guards, at that time, ſeeing that general 
Malſeigne had eſcaped from them, obliged | 
their officers. to place themſelves at their 
head, and proceeded in martial order to Lu- 
ba ville, for the purpoſe of compelling t the 
een, who had refuſed a demand to 
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the city, and had marked out the principal 1790. 
ain Such was the ſituation 1 in which 
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As foon as I, was informed of theſe 
events, I determined to aſſemble ſome 
troops and march againſt Nanci; but I 
could neither employ thoſe of the garriſon 


of Metz, nor thoſe of the neighbouring 
towns: the infantry” were deteſtable; and 


I Was, beſides, well aſſured, that the ſoldiers 
Had : promiſed not to act againſt the king's 
| ent, if they Thould be ordered. I had 
ne Wrelga infantry near me, and I was 
afraid of employing the national guards, as 


I could not place much dependence on 
them; the plan I adopted then was to diſ- 


pateh orders for ſome Swiſs and German 
battalions, together with ſome regiments of 
cavalry, to put themſelves in motion, and 


I happily fucceeded in getting out of Metz 
* mall train ef artillery,” of eight pieces of 
"cannon; 1 then quitted that town' myſelf, 


but fecretly, for J Was under ſome appre- 
Banden that the ſoldiers of the garriſon 
o would 
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f would prevent me. I arrived at Toul the 1790. 
| ſame day, and found there à battalion of 9 
Swiſs and a regiment of cavalry. I was 
informed at this place that the carabineers, 
after having . refuſed to deliver up M. de 
Malſeigne, after even a flight engagement 
with the garriſon of Nanci, which they 
had obliged to retire in diſorder to that 
| town, had themſelves proceeded to mutiny 
the following day, arreſted their general, 
ſent him under an eſcort to Nanci, and de- | 
| hvered him into the hands of the ſoldiers 
of the garriſon, who had thrown him into 
priſon. At the ſame time, I was informed — * 
by the general officer who commanded at 
Metz during my abſence, that the troops 
and national guards were much diſſatisfied 
chat I would hot employ them in this expe- 
dition; both had ſent a deputation to him, 
requeſting him to make a tender of heir 
ſervices to: me, and exert his ane 
ne w. to en Wem. | 


Ta eee ak & theſe troops on. Fr a : 
| ben ſo exitical and ſo . OY 
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was apprehenſive the nm: 


* in an affair of) this kind. 


national guards, which, 01 
| Fronard, about a league and a half from 
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e of great hazard. I was afraid left 
the ſoldiers ſhould join the rebels, and I 

ional guards would 
not diſplay that courage and en 0 ne- 


* 


5 W's pen So how — A 


away all cauſe of umbrage from the troops 
and national guards of. Metz, I reſolved to 
accept ſix hundred grenadiers and as many 
the Zoth, at 


Nanci, I united to four battalions of Swiſs 


| latter a were of TYP * uſe to wa, 


or Germans, and fourteen ſquadrons of 
cavalry; but to act againſt the town, the 


be, $395 ow 


2 this 5 * 3 wy the a * 


aſeabled- there, conſiſting of three thou- 
ſand infantry and fourteen hundred cavalry. 
Two thouſand national guards of the neigh- 


bouring departments, which had a few 
days before been collected by the aid-de- 
camp of La Fayette, had yielded to the 
be of the N and garriſon. of 
41 | 1 Nanci, i 
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Nanci and had joined them; ſo that in 1790. 
toon there were now ten thouſand men in 3 
arms: I was not even ſure that the ten 
ſquadrons of carabineers had not gone over 
to them. With means ſo weak then, I 
laid aſide all thoughts of attacking Nanci, 
but I reſolved to try once more what could 
be done by perſuaſion; I wiſhed to intimi- 
date them, and reduce them rather by the 
appearance of force, than by force itſelf; 
if I ſhould: not ſucceed, it was my determi- 
nation to return immediately to Marſal 
with my troops, to aſſemble a much greater 
number, and there wait for orders, or 
rather ee We as Werner 
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means to. introduce into the town a procla- i 
mation, in which L again. commanded the 
people and ſoldiers to conform to the de- 
erees of the aſſembly, to return to their 
duty, and to deliver up the moſt faQtious 

of iner den 4 gave them four-a 
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— At Fronard I learned, that the ** had 


an order, enjoining the troops which I had 


many the commanding officer at Nanci; 
whoin they had conſined in priſon, to ſign 


commanded to march againſt that town to 
retire, and two regiments of _— had 


| _ Os their * 


. aan. —— 


| b from the town of Nanci, in 
anſwer to my proclamation; it was com- 
poſed of members choſen by the people, or 
rather the loweſt claſs of the people, and 


of ſoldiers from the different "regiments; 
among the latter were ſome of _w cara- 


bineers. This deputation was accor 
18 by the principal members of the en 


ment and the municipality, whom they had 


compelled to follow them, threatening to 


maſſacre them if they refuſed. I gave 


them audience in a very large court-yard 
belonging to the houſe which I occupied, 


and having ordered ſome of my ſoldiers to 


„ fone hours pin 


Ar prENOH BVL! 


diers of the garriſon of Metz and the na- 15900 
tional guards of that town, whoſe fury and 
indignation was ſuch, that I with difficulty 


prevented them from offering ſome violence 
to the deputies. To theſe T repeated what 


Thad mentioned in my proclamation; 1 told 
the ſoldiers, that I required the three regi- 
ments to leave the town, and fubmit to the 
decree of the aſſembly, by delivering up 


the ringleaders of the inſurrection: to the 
members choſen by the people 1 faid, that 


firſt inſiſted on their delivering into my 


Hands the two general officers. whom they 


held in confinement ; that they ſhould then 


permit my troops to enter the town, ſhould 
put into their hands the cannon they were 
in poſſeſſion of, and ſhould ſubmit to the 
orders of the conſtituted authorities: I aſ- 


tured them all, at the ſame time, that if 


they did not obey, I would execute the law 
with the greateſt rigour, by e the 
| Hee which T had at ver diſpoſal. | os 


* 


nen 1 kid tices; the- Aae 


oficers obſerved the moſt profound ſilence, 
| De £5 1 n 1 ; and | 
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1790. and appeared terriſied: but the deputies, 


— with the moſt inſolent tone of voice, ex- 
preſſed their contempt of my orders, and 


propoſed conditions themſelves, which 


again ſo excited the indignation of my 
ſoldiers, but particularly the French grena- 


diers, that (forgetting, without doubt, what 


their on conduct had been about a fort- 


night before) they cried out, „Hang chem, 


they are rebels and raſcals; and it was 
with the greateſt difficulty 1 prevented them 
from laying hold of the men, and putting 


them to death on the ſpot; it Was only on 


| condition that I ſhould. directly lead them 


againſt the town and attack it, if the ale 
and Saulen, did not quietly ſubmit. 


* my difwilting * 3 now 


; eee them with my determination, 


and that of the ſoldiers, ſome members of 


the adminiſtrative bodies drew neun me, 


— * % * 


rebels were fo gb oaks e wid chat 


their deſtryQion was inevitable if I ſuffered 


dem t x return 40, o Nangis Ne Meh ne 
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4a aſſured me, that the inſurgents. had 1790. 
, obliged the municipality to ſend a meſſage 
to the carabineers, requiring them to join 
in the revolt, but that the latter had deſired 
a poſitive order from the adminiſtrative 
body of the department, which had been 
refuſed. I then ordered the members of 
the municipality, and of the above aſſem- 
bly who had accompanied the deputation, 
to remain with me: the deputies returned 
to Nanci; and immediately after, at half 
paſt twelve o'clock, 1 began my march 
towards that town, determining to attack 


the rebels 2 nen . or 
eye" 


"However * gerous the + Sul I was abs 
to take, to avoid it was now impoſſible; 
on engaging an enemy ſo much ſuperior in | 
number, I had reaſon to expect the moſt 

diſaſtrous conſequences to myſelf and little 
army; yet, had I refuſed to comply with 
the deſire of my troops, and attempted to 
_ oppoſe that ſpecies of fury with which 
they were inſpired, it is probable that l 
oh Shs » myſelf 
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2999, myſelf, ſhould 3 its tk they 
— would then have conſidered me as a traitor; 
2 light in Which, a ſhort time before, obey 


had regarded all their generals, and me in 


particular. Such being my ſituation then, 
eee ee re e to . for 


. f 2 8 b Fe h = 9 TH. 3 , 
; * T D 8 wb ; . ; 
At nalf paſt two I was at the diſtance of 


here I met another deputation, attended by 


their-officers, whom the ſoldiers had com- 
pelled to accompany them; to the propoſals 
3 made by this deputatior 

anſwer as to the former: 1 repeated to 


n, I gave the ſame 


them, chat, as a preliminary ſtep, L inſiſted 


on the liberation of the two general officers; 


that 1 then required the three regiments to 
leave the town, and await, in a place which 
5 b. ee —————— * Men 
4 heat wa out deliver upto, — 


men from each regiment, hom I would 
ſend, under an eſcort, to be tried by. the 


national aa and- Jak L-enj 
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n ee e fa, 1790. 
mit to the law. The officers, as well a 


deputies, demanded an hour to conſider ©; 


my propoſals, which I granted; this ex- 
piring about four o'clock, I ordered my ad- 


vanced guard to approach the gates of the 
town, which were defended by troops 


and armed inhabitants with ſeveral pieces 


| of cannon, I was now met by a third de- 
putation, accompanied by ſeveral members 
of the adminiſtrative bodies, and ſome of 


the principal officers of the garriſon. Hav- 
ing again deſired the troops to halt, though 
within about thirty paces of one of the 
| | gates, I went to ſpeak to the deputies who 
had quitted the town by another. Theſe 
| * aſſured me, that my orders would be di- 
rectly obeyed; that the regiments, were 


leaving the town, for the purpoſe of 5 
ing to the place I had appointed; that the 


delivered up to me; accordingly, a few 


minutes after, I ſaw the head of the co- 
lumn into which the king's regiment was 
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oon e by generals Malſeigne and De 

— Noue. I had ſuſpended the march of my. 

5 troops, concluding all finiſhed after the af. 
farance-I had received from the deputies, 
bpoth of the town and of the ſoldiers; I had 
even ſent ſome of the national guards of 
Metz into the town, where they were re- 
ceived in a very friendly manner, and 1 
only waited the departure of the garriſon 

to enter myſelf and take poſſeſſion of it. 1 
thought myſelf then in the moſt perfect ſe- 
curity, and applauded myſelf for having 
happily eſcaped from a a o extra- 


ae and ſo Pet eng 
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8 cho was converſing with the two general 
officers, and ſome of the principal inhabit- | 
ants of the town who had accompanied 
them, at a ſhort diſtance from the gate near 
Which was the head of one of iny columns, 
when the people and armed populace, and 
un great number of ſoldiers who had not 
„ followed their colours, began a quarrel 
. with my advance guard, compoſed of 
| | EE Swiss, 8 Nie te fre on them 
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wich ſeveral pieces of heavy ordnance 1 1790, 
loaded with grape · ſhot, which they had NY 


placed in the entrance of the gate. A young 
officer of the king's regiment, named De- 


_  filles, however, prevented them for ſome 


time; he placed himſelf before the mouth 
of a cannon, and when torn from thence, 


| he leaped upon a four-and-twenty pounder, | ; 


and ſeating himſelf upon the touch-hole, 
was in that poſition maſſacred; the match 


was now applied to the cannon, and in an 
inſtant, fifty or ſixty men of my van- 


guard lay dead; the reſt, followed by the 


French grenadiers, advanced with fury to 


ſeize the cannon, took poſſeſſion of the 


gate called Stainville, and entering the town, 
were in an inſtant aſſaulted with a ſhower 
of muſket- balls, proceeding from cellars, 
windows, and the roofs of the houſes, f 


wann any FRY e 
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What was my aſtoniſhment, ben I 
heard the ſignal of a battle which I had 
| | endeavoured to avoid, and which I had 
no longer any reaſon to axpeRt! 1 flew 
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to place myſelf at the head of my troops, 


which were mowed down in heaps, thrown 
into diſorder, and on the point of flying. 


| Rallying them, however, I haſtily made 


my diſpoſitions to penetrate in two columns, 


which advanced very flowly and with-great - 


difficulty” along the principal ſtreets. In 
the mean time, the troops of the garriſon 


thinking themſelves betrayed, and that ad- 


vantage had been taken of their abſence to 


attack the people and their comrades, re- 


entered Nanci with precipitation to aſſiſt 
them; happily, the officers of the king's 
: regiment, who had been compelled by the 


ſoldiers to remain with them, ſucceeded i in 


perſuading their men to retire into the 


court-yard of their barracks, form them- 


ſelves in order of battle, and wait there till 


attacked. This prudent meaſure ſaved all; 


there were now only about 600 men of 


this regiment, in conjunction with the reſt 
of the garriſon and the People, who en- 
gaged our troops. Theſe latter too, think- 


Ing that the troops who were in Nanci had 


ſuffered chem to advance in beeutity, for 
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the purpoſe of drawing them into an am- n. L 


buſh: and fighting them with. advantage; ; 88 


were 11 with TAY and ee | 


Inks was thai paſture of botli parties ; 


when this ſingular engagement began; 


about half paſt four in the afternoon; It 
was half paſt ſeven before I reached the 


principal ſquares, into which opened the 


barracks of the king's regiment and the 


Swiſs guards, which were ſituated at two 
extremities of the town. I had already loſt 
forty officers, and nearly four hundred 


ſoldiers, either killed or wounded. One of 
the German battalions, as well as the na- 


tional guards of Metz, having loſt a great 
number of men, had retired. My cavalry 
was not of any uſe to me. At the begin- 
| ning of the affair, I had imprudently ordered 
two ſquadrons of Huſſars into the town; 

Half of which had been cut to pieces; 1 
Was even obliged to diſpatch a great part of 


my cavalry on the road to Luneé ville, o 
oppoſe the carabineers, by whom I ex- 


Prone BOY moment to ſee myſelf * 
| MR =} 


SY 


7 


MEMOI RSC AELATING 10 


It 10 true, che rebels had likewiſe ſuffered 
conſiderably. We had killed a great many. 
of them, taken twelve pieces of cannon, 
and made upwards of five hundred pri- 


ſoners, including the ſoldiers of the garri- 


ſon, and the people who aſſiſted them. 


The revolted regiments had retired, ranging 
chemſelves before their barracks, and the 
inh abitants had either entere 
or quitted the town; my effective troops, 


their houſes 


however, were now reduced to fifteen 
hundred men, who were divided: into * | 


| Own nen 7 15 
4 Being in hs Place pu. with „ 
hundred French grenadiers, at the diſtance 


of two hundretl paces from the barracks of 


the king's regiment, from whence there | 
| was no (firing, the grenadiers preſſed me 
_ earneſtly to attack that regiment, though 
three times as numerous as themſelves. 


Night approaching, I was undetermined 


what plan to adopt, het one of my aides · 
de- camp, M. de Rhodes, came to tell. me, 


| ER ar 
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„ 
and had held ſome converſation with the 1790, 


ſoldiers, whom he found much alarmed and xd 


diſpoſed to ſubmit; they already, he ſaid, 


began to liſten to their officers, and if I | 
appeared, he had no doubt of their ſubs | 


ee 
at 3 chither that moment . 


At the ſight of me they appeared con- 
founded, and attempted. to lay down their 
arms, but I prevented them, only defiring 


that they would quit the town within a 


quarter of an hour, to which they con- 


ſented. I immediately ſent them orders ta 


80 to a garriſon at the diftance of twenty 


leagues: they obeyed. The officers reſumed 


their authority and command, and in half 


an hour after, this regiment had entirely 


evacuated Nanei, and was in full march 


towards the place of its e What 


was very extraordinary, the ſoldiers de- 
manded of me an eſcort, though each of 


them had thirty rounds of cartridge, which 


bad not thought ir adviſable to take fm 
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2300. their departure, at that time the NIE of 


— 


* 1 0a 


{'x gave tank thitty Hides; who con- 
ducted them to their garriſon. I now an- 
nounced to the Swiſs regiment the departure 
of that of the king, ſending them, at the 
fame time, orders to leave Nanci likewiſe, 
and proceed to a diſtant town which I had | 
Pointed out to them. This order they 
obeyed, and their example was followed by 
the cavalry: by nine o'clock at night, the 
whole garriſon had left the town, and were 
on their march: the people of Nanci were 
| Giperſed, or had retired to their houſes; 
the ſtrangers had e and er ſvg 
was COR” Ne eee 


The n 49 I mes in e 
 Funtions and authority the.department and 
the beg and order was 1 
e e £ 

Wn all this affair it was very "OSU nd, | 
2 the ſame time, oy fortunate,” that not 
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005 houſe · was either pillaged or burnt, nor 1790. 

was one of the inhabitants either killed or 

wounded, except thoſe who had taken 
arms, the number of whom was very con- | 


ſiderable, though I never received apy exact | 1 
8 n of 2 
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; Swiſa battalions demanded my permiſſion _ i 
to aſſemble a council of war, for the Pur= 
poſe of trying about eighty ſoldiers of the 
regiment of Chateau Vieux, who had been 


taken the Preceding, evening with arms in 
their TOA 755 


\ 
% s 
£ * 


The Swiſs pep in . ſervice of 

| as it was ſtipulated by the treaty en- 

_ tered into between the two countries, „„ 
ſhould preſerve | their own form of admi- 
niſtering juſtice: this council condemned 

3 twenty ſoldiers to death, and between fifty 
and fixty to the galleys; which ſentence 

Was put in execution without my having a 
right to prevent it. About one hundred 

* eighty ſoldiers of 5 tings: s rey or . 
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90. and about three hundred of the common 


people, were likewiſe taken in arms; I could 
not have them tried, and they were all 
afterwards ac not one mode pu- 
niſhed *, BN 855 


This | is what 1 fled the eve of: 2 
Nanci. It will eaſily be ſeen, that I was 
unayoidably hurried into circumſtances 
which I both dreaded and had endeavoured 
to avoid; Fortune ſnatched me, as it were 
by the hair, out of the danger into which 
| ſhe had plunged me, and this was the uk 
your. I e „ 


Can it be faid then, W ont conduct 
merited the A ERC: . have been 


5 * 1 may hn * 3 that I on hoon too 
minute in my account of the inſurrection at Nanci; 


but when it is recollected that my object in publiſhing 
theſe Memoirs, is to exonerate myſelf from thoſe un- 


| or _ * 


founded aſperſions which have been thrown on my 
conduct in that affair, and to clear my reputation in 
the eyes of a people who T think entitled to ſuch an 
explanation, I hope it will be found that I have dwelt 
no longer on this e chan was abſo] 325 N 
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caſion, that of M. de la Fayette himſelf, and 


of the preſident of the aſſembly, all filled 
with exaggerated eulogiums, will ſhew that 
F ated in the name of the law, and ac- 


cording to the law; and the account which 
I have given of my conduct will evidently 
demonſtrate, that I was hurried on by im- 
perious / peared which 1 was con- 
nt to peat | : | 


« 


| The e W I hall SOT as _ 
Ho the decree of the national convention; 


and in the courſe of theſe Memoirs it will 


be ſeen, that the aſſembly, at the inſtiga- 


| 217 
: laviſhed on it, or was even'in any reſpect 1790 
reprehenſible? The king's letter on the oo-W — 


tion of the Orleaniſts, ordered a ſecond 


examination into my conduct, the report 


of which was made by Sillery, one of the 


moſt zealous partiſans of the duke of Or- . 
leans, when it received * the TROY. | 


| e 


1 think it ety to add, that, r 


| from m. motives of humanity, Lon this occa- 
8 | ſion 
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1790. 800 deviated from the political en 
— which I ought to have purſued, to ſave 


France from the great calamities with which 


ſhe was threatened, and which ſhe has ſince 
experienced. In whatever horror I might 
hold a civil war, J at that time thought it 
neceſſary, for the preſervation of the king, 
the monarchy, and France; the duke of 
Orleans“ had lighted. up the firſt ſparks of 


it, which I extinguiſhed againſt, my o.]en 


inclination, as I was very well prepared for 
ſuch an event. I would have aſſembled an 
army compoſed entirely of royaliſts, which, 


being ſooneſt formed and ſooneſt in motion, 
would undoubtedly have had the firſt ſuc- 


ceſſes, and this would have ſerved to in- 
creaſe my forces. The king, in the different 


Parts of his kingdom, could command | 
about forty battalions of Swiſs, German, 
or other foreign troops, and about one 


hundred ſquadrons, which ſtill remained 


de 1 him. Be void nee bes 


| * It has been ita, that the: troops 1 were ingited 
to 2 by the agents of this prince, in cxpjunic 
with the Jacobins and other faQtions, 4 oi 
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5 Joined the the nobility, and a part of the 1790. 
land-holders. The remainder of the army 8 
would have been divided between the con- 
ſtitutional party and the duke of Orleans, 
who was at the head of the Jacobins and 
the loweſt claſs of the people, known at 

| that time by the name of fans culottes, It 
was impoſſible but that the conſtitutional 
party would have ſought to ſtrengthen it- 

ſelf by uniting: with the monarch, who, in. 
that caſe, would have had the ſupport- of a 

party which, ſince the beginning of the 

revolution, had never appeared to favour 
his cauſe. Thus aſſiſted by the ſovereign, 
the conſtitutional party, there is reaſon to 
believe, would have cruſhed the Jacobins, 

by whom the monarchy was deſtroyed: 

for, again I repeat it, the misfortunes of 

8 France are to be attributed to the union 

formed between the Jacobins and the con- 
ſtitutionaliſts, though La Fayette and the 
duke of Orleans, who were the apparent 

leaders of theſe parties, mutually: deteſted 
 .. each other. Nothing then but a civil war, 
CEL th the 2 with the aſſiſtance of 


. the 
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the friends of the conſtitution their real 
intereſt, and convince them of the neceſſity | 


255 an union eee ee, 


The 1 Was thn . ri the 
degraded ſituation to which he had been re- 
duced; be was regaining ſome degree of con- 


ſideration, which, had he been well adviſed, 
former power; his. miniſters, at that time, | 


were men of abilities, who ſaw things in 


Bourdeaux, keeper. of the ſeals, was a man 


of great ſenſe, and of that kind of ſenſe 
which was wanted in thoſe (circumſtances. 


'- Nh de St. Prieſt, miniſter for the home de- 


partment, was poſſeſſed: of a vigorous and 


enlightened mind. M. de la Tour du Pin, 


| miniſter at war, was a virtuous man, and 
abſolutely at my diſpoſal. As for Neckar, 


aſhamed, abaſhed, and confounded by his 
errors, he had loſt the eſteem of the nation, 


and the confidence both af che aſſembly 
eee eee er 
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5 foreign affairs, had loſt the — opi- 1790. 
nion of his ſovereign. His majeſty thought, WOOL 
mat in ſuppreſſing the inſurrection at Nanci, | 
land it was with the greateſt reluctance I 
dich it,) I had rendered him an” effential 
ſervice; whereas, by ſo doing, I deprived 
him of almoſt the only opportunity of re- 
| aſcending his throne that had occurred 
knee the ae of the revolution. 
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1 10 third a Steder, the 17 
wrote me the following letter with his own 
hand, which I received at my return to 
Metz. It ſtrongly paints the goodneſs and il 
A ſenſibility of his heart, Unhappy prince! - 
formed to govern a virtuous people, not — 

che moſt vicious and corrupt nation upon 
a the face of the earth, | 


\ 
„ Cloud, hs 4, 17966 
I hope, Sir, you are ſufficiently e- 
„ quainted with my ſentiments, to be "2 
* aſſured that your conduct at Nanci has = : 
by: 8 barks me. the THEM Ggnal pad 8 I | 
„ PE eel * On | 
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On the 31ſt of Auguſt you. ſaved 


France, and your behaviour on that day 


ought to be an object of imitation for 
all well-wiſhers to their country: indeed, 
the manner in which you have con- 


ducted yourſelf for this year paſt is 


entitled to the higheſt commendation. 
and particularly ſo when we reflect on 
the oppoſition you have experienced. 


Continue, Sir, to be guided by the ſame 


maxims, and preſerve your popularity, 
which may be of the greateſt utility. both 
to myſelf and the nation. It may be 


the means of leading to the re-eſtabliſh- 


ment of order and tranquillity. The 
dangers to which. you were expoſed gave 
me great uneaſineſs till I heard from M. 
de Gouvernet, and I feel the moſt ſincere 
concern for thoſe brave men who pe- 


riſfied in that diſtreſſing but unavoidable 
affair. 1 requeſt of you to point out to 


me thoſe with whoſe conduct you have 
reaſon to be particularly ſatisſied; at the 
ſame time, you will expreſs to the na- 
Roger: e and to the officers and | 
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4 ſoldiers in general, who have ſo bravely 
« ſeconded your efforts, how ſenſibly I am 
* rouched wy their aca and OI | 


: 3 


* 


« © With reſpect. to you; Sie, you hire | 
« nadie) a laſting claim to = even | 


eee e 
1 * eee © © LOUIS: 


„ P. 8. I am informed, that one of 


“ your favourite horſes was killed under 


M. de Gouvernet. I have ſent you one 
« of my own, which I. have mounted, 


* and ih of tes to 85 of him for "wy 
& ſake.” 5 


12 


1 


72 lkewiſe received lem om I. Fayette 5 
Wande preſident of the aſſembly, which I 


ſhall here inſert, as well as 87 auler to 
the latter. | 


— 


* 
\ 


n „ "Friday. 
CE W are . ſaviour of che common- 
< wealth, my dear couſin, and your ſueceſs 


*: allord>-me a double ſatisfaction, both as 


1 * N l ce A Cl 


—— —ÜwwͤG — ETIC 


— 
. f 
1 
0 
* 


1790. 


/ 


rens RELATING 0 


eden and as your friend · My. con 
oY 6. cern at the frightful ſituation in which 
+ we ſtood was equal to yours, and I re- 


« carded the execution of the decree of 
„ Nanci as the -crifis of public order. 


With reſpect to that affair, many attempts 


& have been made to miſlead the people, 


e put this does not at all ſurpriſe me, as it 


has diſconcerted the ſchemes of thoſe who 


love confuſion; you have, however, 


6 acted on that occaſion with ſuch prudence 


mſpection, that malignity finds 
« nothing at all to lay hold of, and every 


« doubt raifed to your prejudice produces 
an explanation to your advantage. 1 
have ſent you a copy of a decree which 


as paſled to-day | almoſt unanimouſly, 


not thirty members oppoſing it. You wi ill 
receive commiſſioners, . the bearers of 2 


„ proclamation, one part of which is become 


entirely uſeleſs. Their names are, M. du 
„ Veyrier, a lawyer, and ſecretary. to the 
electoral aſſembly laſt year; M. Cayer de 
Gerville, aſſiſtant to the procureur Syndic, 
2 < of: ihe commune Ws they are both 


i} 


e ; v7 a 2 5 % : 6% men 
— - 3 N ; 3 | a 
8 7 | 


— 
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men of worth, and I hope you will be. 1790. 
« ſatisfied with them. I ſhall write more 
particularly to-morrow, after having had 
« ſome converſation with Gouvernet, and 
„ will then anſwer your obſervations 
„ Concerning the ſtate of our frontiers, 
« With reſpe& to the internal part of the 
„ kingdom, all is by no means yet quiet; 
at Paris, within theſe few days, the fer- 
“mentation has much increaſed: however, 
1% we muſt abſolutely conquer theſe diffi- 
% culties which now alone obſtrut the 
* eſtabliſhment of the conſtitutional order. 


Our union, my dear couſin, is a 
means of ſerving our country, extremely 
dear to me, as by that I have received 
* proofs of your friendſhip and confidence, 
in the higheſt ru gratifying to my 
5 ane 


. Adieu, my dear couſin, I ſhall write 
« again to-morrow. The commiſſioners 
“ will be with you ory after this comes 
« to hand. 


* 
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The third letter which I received was 


from the preſident of the aſſembly, and is 


as follows: 


The national . Sir, has paſſed 
« the higheſt encomiums on the courage 


„ and. patriotiſm you diſplayed in com- 


“ pelling to return to their duty the garri- 
«fon of Nanci, and thoſe who had joined 


e in their revolt. Your ſucceſs as a war- 


„ rior can never aſtoniſh the aſſembly, 


but they are thoroughly ſenſible of the 
„grief you muſt have felt, on being ob- 
« liged to exerciſe your talents againſt | 


“ ſoldiers accuſtomed to conquer under 


« your orders; and they ſympathiſe with 
% cou on that occaſion. The glory of 
having avenged the laws, and ſuppreſſed 


the ſedition which threatened to ſubvert 


e them, is ſuperior to that of having 
e gained repeated victories over the ene- 
„ mies of France, and it was reſerved for 
& you to atchieve both. The national aſ- 


'« ſembly, Sir, commiſſions me to aſſure 
* you of their approbation and eſteem, an 


6 office 


THE FRENCH 'REVOLUTYTON. © 


EN 


227 


« office which I execute with moſt ſingular 1790. 


« ſatisfaction; and am, Sir, &c. 
| „ HENRI JESSE, Preſident. 


« P. 8. I have, Sir, tranſmitted to you 
« the orders of the aſſembly, under the 
form of a decree; and requeſt the favour 
of you to forward to the national guards 
and ſoldiers who, under your direction, 


« were inſtrumental in reſtoring tranquil- 


4 lity, the incloſed letters, which I am 
* charged by the aſſembly to addreſs to 
« them. You will pleaſe to take care, Sir, 


« that m1 are communicated to all of 


66 them.“ 


* DECREE of the NATIONAL ASSEMBLY, | 


<« Sept. 3, 1790. 
. The National Aſſembly has decreed, 
and decrees, 


„That the directory of the 8 | 


6 of La Meurthe, and the municipalities of 
“ Nanci and Luneville, receive the thanks 
© of this aſſembly for their zeal, 


fe 
o 


Q2 That 


5 


* 


(c 
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That the national guards, who 


marched under the orders of M. de 
Bouille, be thanked for the patriotiſm 
and civic courage which they diſplayed 
in ro-ellabliſhing order at Nanci. 


& That M. Deſilles hy thanked for his 


heroic conduct, in devoting himſelf to 


ſpare the effuſion of the blood of his 
fellow-c citizens “*. 


& That the nation takes pod itſelf to 


provide for the wives and children of 


ſuch of the national guards as were 


killed. 


«© That the general, and troops af the 
line, are approved for having gloriouſly 
performed their duty. 


That the commitiianers, whoſe depar- 


e 


4 
as 


=. 


ture has been decreed, ſhall immediately 


repair to Nanci, to take the neceſſary 
4 f 


meaſures for the preſervation of tranquil- 
lity, and to receive an exact o 


* 1 was not yet dead, of his . 
1 e 6 of 


* 
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te of facts, in order that the guilty may be 


4 puniſhed without regard to rank or con- 


te dition. 


% Compared with the original, by us, the 
| « preſident and ſecretaries of the na- 
tional aſſembly, at Paris, this fourth 
& of September one thouſand ſeven 
* hundred and ninety, | 


4 Henri eſſe, preſident, 
e Dauchy, ſec. | 


* Frangois Paul Nicolas Anthoine, ſee, | 


* Charles de la Cour, ſec, 
% Dinochau, ſec,” 


| The following 1s my anſwer to the pied 
dent's letter ; 


« Sir, | . Nangi, Sept. 10, 1790, 
& The approbation which the national 


& aſſembly is pleaſed to beſtow on my con- 


„duct, is one of the greateſt conſolations 
* I can receive, after having been obliged, 
e for the preſervation of the laws, to em- 
8 ploy French forces againſt their rebellious 


. 2 brethren | 
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brethren, and turn againſt them thoſe 
arms which ought only to have- been 
directed againſt a foreign enemy. The 
Juſtice done me. by the aſſembly will 


no longer leave any doubt concerning 


the motives upon which I acted; and 
ſhould any ftill exiſt concerning my ſen- 
timents, my honour and the dignity of 


my ſtation are to the aſſembly, and to 


all Europe, the beſt ſecurities for my 
reſpect and ſubmiſſion to the laws, as 
well as for my obſervance of the oaths ! 
have taken, and. ay zeal _ the —_ 


welfare . 


The organ of the will of the national 
aſſembly, let me beg of you, Sir, to be 
reciprocally the interpreter of my ſenti- 
ments, and to aſſure them, that no 
Frenchman is a more faithful obſerver of 
the laws, or a more zealous defender of 
his country. | 


“J am, Sir, &c. 


„ BoviLLE. 


« Þ, 8. 
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« P. 8. I have communicated to the 
4 troops, and the national guards, the let- 


ters you did me the honour of Gm . 
to me for them.” 


When I left Nanci all was perfectly 
quiet; but the two commiſſioners, ſent by 
the aſſembly to inquire into the cauſes of 
the inſurrection, did great miſchief by their 


231 
1790. 


— 


extreme lenity; and the ſteps they took to 
revive that patriotic ſpirit which, after what 


had paſſed in that town, was almoſt extin- 


guiſhed. One extraordinary cireumſtance 


was, that the people of Nanci, after this 
affair, would no longer perform the duty of 
national guards, but laid down their arms, 
refuſing to acknowledge any other military 
authority than that proceeding from the 
king. The ſame ſpirit had ſeized the con- 
ſtituted authorities. It was with difficulty 
I perſuaded the members of the department 
and municipality to reſume their func- 
tions, and conform to the laws eſtabliſhed 
by the new conſtitution. Nanci then had 
W the royal cauſe; but to encourage 


a N che 


MEMOIRS RELATING TO | 


the e in theſe principles, I knew 
could be attended with no good conſe- 
quences ; I perceived it was only a moment- 
ary impulſe, and had no reaſon to think 
their example would be followed by other 
towns. It was ſome time, however, before 
the commiſſioners could again kindle in 
their minds the love of liberty. 


By the letters which I received from the 
king and the preſident of the aſſembly, 
ſome idea may be formed of the important 
light in which the inſurrection at Nanci 
was viewed; eulogiums were laviſhed on 
my conduct, as though I had been the ſa- 
viour of my country, whilſt I was, in fact, 
only the blind inſtrument of fortune and 
deſtiny, in preventing, for a ſhort time, its 
deſtruction. La Fayette, that Quixote of 
the conſtitution, ſaw no danger it had to 
apprehend but that to which it had juſt 
been expoſed,” and had eſcaped; he was 
not acquainted with the ſtrength and re- 
ſources of the enemy by which it was at- 
tacked, and by which it was one day to fall; 

| k.S 5 25 he 
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he was more ſolicitous to guard againſt the 


royaliſts, who had no longer any power, 
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than to cruſh the Jacobins, his real and 


moſt formidable enemies. 


The town of Metz, as well as the pro- 
vince, were in ecſtaſies at the reſult of the 
affair at Nanci; the troops followed the 
example of the people, and I found myſelf 
raiſed to the higheſt pitch of popularity. 


A few days after my return to Metz, I 


reſolved to make the tour of the diſtrict 
under my command, with a view of in- 
forming myſelf of the diſpoſition of the 


people and army, and to ſee what could 
ſtill be done in favour of my ſovereign. 


The evening before my departure, I re- 


ceived the following letter from La Fayette, 
by the hands of one of his aides-de-camp, 
the ſame perſon whom he had ſent to me 
at the time of the affair of Nanci; a man 
of great cunning and addreſs, whom I 

looked upon in the light of a (py ſent by 
5 ee his 


234 


.” MEMOIRS RELATING TO 


1790. bis general, and in whom I neither had 
nor could have any confidence; however, 


he propoſed ſerving under me, and I could 
not refuſe him, 


&c 


et 


1 


40 © Paris, Sept. 15, 1790, 
5 Toms by che hand of M. de Gouvion, 
I have received, my dear couſin, and you 
may depend upon my executing your 
commiſſions to the beſt of my abilities. 
I had already written to the commiſ- 
ſioners, and to-day I have again recom- 
mended to them what you deſired. Des 
Mottes, my aide-de-camp, comes to you 


with an addreſs to the national guards 
'who ſerved under your orders, and we 


requeſt the favour of you, my dear 
couſin, to communicate it to them. 


With reſpect to what is going forward 
here, I refer you to M. des Mottes: keep 
him with you ſome time; he may be of 


ſervice to you; We are ſurrounded on 


every fide by ambition, intrigue, and 


ſelf-intereſt, I have been endeavouring 
to unite the different parties upon ſome 
1 1 certain 
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exactly where we are, and what object we 


are purſuing, and might haſten the re- 


eſtabliſhment of order; but their animo- 
ſity againſt each other is much greater 


than their zeal for the public good. Your 


expreſſions of friendſhip, my dear cou- 
ſin, are extremely grateful to me; at this 
time, nothing is ſo neceſſary to our mu- 


« certain principles, Which might ſhew us 1790. 


tual ſafety as unanimity and confidence; 


and I am the more convinced of the ne- 
ceſſity of a ſtrict union between us, by 
obſerving daily how difficult it is to find 
men of integrity. Adieu, my dear 


couſin; be aſſured of the ſincerity of my 
attachment to you. 


* Ti FAYETTE.” 


The commiſſion which I had given La 


Fayette was to engage the aſſembly to in- 
flict puniſhment on ſome of the principal 
rebels who were taken with arms in their 
hands at Nanci, for the purpoſe of ſtriking 


terror into the people and army: this; how- 


ever, I could not obtain. 


The 
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- The complaints he makes of the diviſion 


mocratical part of the aſſembly, allude to 
the circumſtance of the Lameths and their 
friends having quitted his party, and united 


themſelves to the Jacobins. Their view in 


doing this, was to oblige La Fayette to re- 


ſign his office of commander in chief of 


the national guards, intending after wards 
to ſubſtitute one of their own partiſans, 
Des Mottes, aide-de-camp to La Fayette, 
was charged with circular letters to the 
municipalities, the leaders of the national 


guards, and the preſidents of the clubs: 


the latter, in the major part of the pro- 


vinces, had not yet openly profeſſed the 
deſtructive principles of Jacobiniſm: they 


were compoſed partly of conſtitutionaliſts, 


and partly of /ans culottes; the ſams cu- 


lottes, however, were moſt powerful. The 
conduct of theſe laſt was marked with as 
much art and boldneſs as that of the conſti- 
tutionaliſts was with imbecility and incapa- 
city; and in all public commotions, the 
moſt daring and ada are ſure finally 


to gain the aſcendancy. 
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The hydra of Jacobiniſm had for the 


preſent concealed its head; its partiſans 
were ſtill weak in the aſſembly, and made 
little figure there; but in Paris they openly 
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attacked La Fayette, who relying with con- 


fidence on his Pariſian army, and proud of 
his temporary advantage over the duke of 
Orleans, chief of that faction, treated their 


efforts with contempt, and this falſe n 
was his ruin. | 


In my late excurſion to the frontier 


provinces, I remarked that the departments, 


compoſed principally of nobility and land- 
holders, - were well affected to the royal 
cauſe, but afraid to declare their ſentiments. 
This was the caſe in Alſace, Lorraine, and 
Franche-Comté; and I was aſſured in con- 


hdence, by the principal members of the 


departments, that they would give every 


aſſiſtance in their power to the re-eſtabliſh. 


ment of the lawful government. Out of 


nine departments compriſed within the 


frontiers I commanded, ſix adopted the: 


lame principles as myſelf, and were entirely 
. at 
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1790. at my diſpoſal ; but their offices being only 
— miniſterial, and having no connection with 


the police, they had very little influence 


over the people, who were guided by the 
elubs and municipalities, the conſtant rivals 


of the departments, who were regarded as 


compoſed entirely of ariſtocrats. In the 


country places of Alſace, and that part of 


Lorraine diſtinguiſhed by the name of 
German, there were many who were 


royaliſts from a principle of religion. The 
firſt of theſe provinces was divided between 


Catholics and Lutherans, who mortally 


hated each other; and though the latter 


vere the leaſt numerous; yet they were the 


moſt powerful, being more turbulent than 


the catholics, and having the ſupport of the 
conſtitutional party and the Jacobins. This 


rendered the catholies for the moſt part 
royaliſts, and partiſans of the old govern- 


The troops throughout all the provinces 
had returned to their duty, and ſubmitted 
to the eſtabliſhed military diſcipline; but 
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the whole of the French infantry was 1590. 
attached to the conſtitution, and the obedi W.. 
ence they paid the king was only in quality 
ol its chief; they were leſs at the diſpoſal 
of their officers than of the municipalities 
and leaders of the different clubs, who, 
however, at preſent did not attempt to cor- 
rupt them, waiting, no doubt, a more fa- 
vourable opportunity. The ſoldiers in 
moſt of the corps kept up a correſpondence 
with the principal members of the aſſembly, 
who had their ſecret agents among them, 
for the purpoſe of rendering them ſubſer- 
vient to their own views. The greater part | 
of the cavalry and foreign troops, as I have 
before obſerved, acknowledged no autho- 4 
rity but that of the king. The body of FF 
the people ſupported the conſtitution, but = 

the lower orders were Jacobins; very few 
were royaliſts, except the nobility, the 
clergy, the ancient magiſtrates, and the 
greater part of the officers of the army, 

who had loſt their importance in the eyes of 

the ſoldiers, and were no longer — 
ſion of their confidence, 

5 During 
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During my tour through the provinces, 

I received the following letter from La 
Fayette 1 


tc Paris, Oct. 3, 
66 J ſhall give you no account of your 
commiſſions, my dear couſin, as you will 
receive every information concerning 
them. There is but one thing which ad- 
% vances ſlowly, and that is the organiza- 
4 tion of the national guards; the aſſembly 
« perceives the neceſſity of immediately 
< ſetting about it, but they find it an affair 
of ſo delicate a nature, that it is daily 
called for without any great inclination 
to enter upon it; thus, other objects are 
« previoully taken into conſideration, eſpe- 
. * cially the ſubject of the public taxes, 
« with which the aſſembly is going to be 
*- inceſſantly occupied. I ſhall, however, 
«do all in my power to accelerate the or- 
« ganization of the national guards. 


Aae 1 are alcquainted mich the pro- 
36 « ceedings, the report, and the decree of 
RIES . f 5 0 . ; 5 the 
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* 5. 40utiog to involve me, and even ventures, 


4 to attack me; they are drawing up a 


“ memorial, paying agents and libelliſts, 


« and the prince is exerciſing himſelf in 


this, however, I do not apprehend any 
thing very dangerous, particularly if 


the king remains longer at Paris to diſ- 


concert the intrigues occaſioned by the 


«abſurd report of his departure. It is my 
“opinion, that all this diſcuſſion concern- 


“ ing the 6th of October IEEE : 


2 * e e eee —_— 


1 k. 
= 1 5 : 


WW” « Diſpatih b in ew panel: he 3 


* bly is now more neceſſary than ever. 


regarded the union of the popular party 
* as the ſpeedieſt means of bringing things 


to a concluſion; provided they could 


once agree upon ſome certain points par- 


* ticularly» on the adininifiration;/and all 
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er the aſſembly, relative to the affair of the I 790- 


* 
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« the functions of the executive power; 


but to this, private enmity and ſelf- in- 


tereſt oppoſe an inſurmountable bar. 
ein my converſations with the leaders of 
the two clubs; I perceived that their ideas 
« much more nearly reſembled: than their 
«< ſentiments: at preſent, I frequent neither 
of them; I remain with my friends, re- 


1 ceive all that: come, and ſupport thoſe 
ho are friends to liberty, the conſtitu- 
tion, and publie order. A committee of 
© reviſion Has been appointed, Whoſe la- 


* bours will go near to digeſt and reduce 
to order the conſtitution. It is of great 
tt importance that they ſhould make a 

clear diſtinction between thoſe principles 
“ and articles which are the elementary 


E parts of the eonſtitution, and the occa- 
„ önal derress ef the aſſembly, which 


* onght again to be ſubmitted to the con- 


6. mittee ſhould be actuated by an uniform 


« ſpirit, it ——— Om by ſo = 
an more rms 
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ec into which the popular party is divided; 1790. 
« and will thence paſs more quickly to te 
6 e | 


2:66 Adieu; my dear couſin; communicate 
to me your orders reſpeQing whatever 
+. commiſſions you may have for putting 
us in a ſtate to defend ourſelves from all 
« our enemies. I have the ſatisfaction to 
4 inform you, that ſince, by your conduct 
at Nanci, you ſaved your country, you 
have been no longer troubled with the 

* friendſhip of the ariſtocrats. Once 
more adieu, my dear couſin; be aſſured 
* N : 
3 4+ Ja FAYSTTE.” | 


The Jacobins, furious that their projects 

had failed, particularly at Nanci, inflamed 

the rabble of: Paris againſt me, La Fayette, 

and the miniſter at war. They demanded 
our heads, and it was with great difficulty 
ods la Tour dn. Pls ſaved his, 
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The aſſembly, whether through the in- 


= trigues of the duke of Orleans, or through 


fear of the multitude, who were guided by 
the partiſans of that prince, ordered an 


inquiry into my conduct, and that of the 


miniſter at war, with reſpect to the affair 
at Nanci; though both had before received 


their approbation. The perſons appointed 
to make this examination were choſen 
from among the party of Orleans, and the 


report was made a few months after by 


Sillery; we were again cleared from any 


imputation, it appearing that we had 


acted in ſtrict conformity to the laws, and 
e, Fo the n of the * | 


A 
We 7 


* 6 a oh 


50 wiſhed to procure a decree for the pur- 
poſe of eſtabliſhing a more rigid diſeipline 


force the old ordinances relative to that 


ſubject, or by enacting new laws; I was 
deſirous, likewiſe, of effecting a change in 

a penal code-which had been recently com- 

poſed for the army by the military com- 
B63 Hi e mee 
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mittee of the aſſembly. Theſe laws oppoſed 1790. 
the greateſt obſtacle to the maintenance f 
© diſcipline in the army, by eſtabliſhing, a 
jury which was to take cognizance of all 
military offences, thus depriving the chiefs 
of their authority, and the laws of their 
effect. I likewiſe recommended it to che. 
aſſembly to puniſh the ringleaders of the g 
inſurrection at Nanci, both among the 
ſoldiers and people; to paſs a decree for the 
organization of the national guards, deter- 
mining the principles upon which they 
were to be eſtabliſhed, fixing their number, 
and pointing out their ſervice and functions; 1 
at the ſame time, diſarming the reſt of the 1 
people wha threatened and even diſturbed f 
the public tranquillity, Theſe were the ſub- 
jects of the laſt letter I wrote La Fayette, 
and many. others which I had ſent him be- 


| 

fore; however, my repreſentations Pro. | 
N not che leak effect. 6 : f 
1 La Fayerte's amel to my letter it | 


: may be ſeen, that the party of the duke of 3 
Orleans and the Jacobins were beginning to 
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1790. _ give him ſome uneaſineſs; among the chief 
Looms of his enemies were Mirabeau, the Lameths, 
| ſeveral of the principal demoerats of the 
aſſembly, and many others, dangerous 

Ham their boldneſs, aſs * nd 


as the federation, on 3 = o July 
1 1790, La Fayette's credit had been gradu- 
ally declining; his jealouſy and ſuſpicion 
of me had increaſed; our correſpondence 
N was afterwards much. leſs intimate; and ! 
wall inſert only two more of his letters. 
VI have ſometimes . imagined that Des 
© - | Mottes, his, aide-de-camp, who accompa- 
2 pied me in my excurſion, had found means 
to diſcover my real 5 and had 
communicated them to him. 


8 From the fi tuation of che provinces | 
| had viſited, from the diſpoſition of the 
people, of. the conſtituted authorities and 
the army, and from the unhappy condition 
of the king and his family, the little autho- 
rity which was left them being daily re- 
trenched; | from all . Ercunllances, I 
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hy, I concluded that there remained but one 
way, not to re-eſtabliſh the old monarchy, 
- (that was now totally impoſlible,) but to 
_ preſerve ſome remnant of it; to reſtore to 


the king his liberty, part of his dignity, 


and a few fragments of his former power, 
This was, to engage the emperor to march 
| ſome troops to the frontiers, which he 
might very eaſily have done, as he had 


juſt effectually reſtored the ſubmiſſion of 


the Low Countries, where at that time he 


had an army. He might have reclaimed 


the rights of the German princes who had 


| poſſeſſions in Alſace, which had been vio» - 


hated by the decrees of the national aſſem- 
bly; and to obtain ſatisfaction for this, 
might have been urged as the object of his 


hoſtile movements. In this caſe, I ſhould 


have had an excuſe for collecting an army 


compoſed of the beſt regiments of France, 
| being well perſuaded, that on this oecaſion 
they would not have dared to entruſt the 
command of it to any other than myſelf, 
as at that time'l enjoyed the confidence of 


| ic W of the line, the national guards, | 


1 and 
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1790, and the inhabitants of the frontiers. I 


9 would then have perſuaded the departments 


of theſe provinces to preſent an addreſs to 


che aſſembly, requeſting that the king might 
come to place himſelf at the head of his 


army, for the purpoſe of quelling, by his 


| Preſence, that ſpirit of mutiny and licen- 


tiouſneſs which reigned among the ſoldiers ; 
I myſelf, and the troops at my inſtigation, 


5 would have demanded the ſame thing: and 


to have refuſed theſe united petitions would 


have been difficult, as they would have been 


ſupported by the left ſide of the aſſembly, 


and by Mirabeau himſelf; who had already 


offered the king his ſervices on certain con- 
ditions 95 they were at that time rejected, 
but afterwards, when too late, as will be 


ſeen by thats: 5 2 00 were ac- 
Wy Es. T 


US 
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The Kites dee at + head of bs. army, 
| 1 would have been an eafy thing for him 


do engage the affections of the ſoldiers; all 
the - officers were already devoted to his 


n and in the. eyes of the nation, he 
„„ 7 owl. would 


- 
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would have appeared as the preſerver of - 1700, 
peace, the emperor being as averſe to war 
as himſelf, It would have been by no 
means difficult again to awaken the diſcon- 
tent excited in a great part of the. people, 
by the rigour with which the clergy were 
| treated, and particularly by the perſecution 
commenced againſt the miniſters of pariſhes; 
a diſcontent greater on the frontiers than in 
any other part of France. But if (which I | 
could not believe) the king ſhould not be 
permitted to repair to the army, although 
declared chief of it by the conſtitution, ſtill 
his ſituation was not changed for the 
| worſe, and his conduQ was not nee 
into queſtion. ch | 


0 1 was 3 project in my mind. = 
and had already communicated it to the ; 
principal members of the departments, 
who had approved of it, aſſured me of 
their attachment to their ſovereign, and 
promiſed me their aſſiſtance, when I was 
waited upon by a perſon of eminence from 

the e who, by way © of erntete de- 
Sf  livered 1 


} 
in 
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| 1 790. Rxered to me the following letter, vrinen | 
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6 6 hs 0 oa. 23, 1790. 


424 1 Lund you are ſtill ſatisfied with your 
_ * ſituation, with reſpec to the troops. 1 
<4 ſeize with pleaſure every opportunity 


« of renewing to you the ee of my 
« eſteem bre meter CRETE 
Aha; as 8 
* is in London, gave me an account of 
the unhappy ſituation” of that prince and 


his family, with which I was already but 


too well acquainted; and he informed me, 


that it was rendered daily more inſupport- 
able by the rigour and inflexibility of La 
Fayette, who was become their Jailor; he 
aſſured - me, that the king had an entire 
confidenee in me, of which his majeſty was 
0 to . me a as proof, "= com- 


3 


20 Ie will eafly by OW has the "ſe was pre- 
vented by circumſtances from expreſing himſelf more 
fully i in * lerer, or even naming the bearer of it. 


Sk munieating 
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; municating to me a deſign he had formed 1790. 
of quitting Paris, where he was in a ſtate 


of confinement, and retiring to one of the 


frontier towns under my command, leaving | 


it to me to fix the place: there he meant to 


collect round him the troops, and ſuch of 


his ſubjeQs as ftill retained their fidelity; 
to attempt to bring back to a ſenſe of their 
duty the reſt of his people, miſled by fac- 
tious men; and in caſe other means ſhould 


fail, to call in the aſſiſtance of his allies for 


the reſtoration of order and tranquillity to 


- his kingdom. I begged this gentleman to 
aſſure his majeſty of my fidelity, and per- 


fed attachment to his perſon, which had 


| hitherto led me, notwithſtanding my ex- 


treme reluctance, to remain in France amid 
che troubles, diſorder, and anarchy with 


' which it was overwhelmed; I, however, 


obſerved, that this ſtep was a meafure of 


great danger and hazard; that ſhould it 


fail, (and its ſucceſs was very doubtful,) it 
would inevitably be attended with the ruin 
both of the ſovereign and monatehy, and 
even ee his * 8 life: I repre- 
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1790. ſented to him, that I had lately acquired a 
degree of popularity, even in the army, 


which enabled me to render my ſovereign 


eſſential ſervice, without having recourſe 


to means uncertain in their effect: in fine, 
1 am to him the plan which I had 


formed, and which I have already ſtated. 


| He then affured me, that-the emperor, and 


all the other allies of the king, had inſiſted 


on his majeſty's. leaving Paris, and being at 
before they took any ſteps 


in his 1 51 *. now. e to * 
but to . FAT 


x4 ; 5 : 2 
re * 
* 1 5 "1230 * 


Tint this, ams was ; not to 5 * into 


an tilt the approaching ſpring, the 
king left me all the intermediate time to 


make the neceſſary diſpoſitions, with which 
he deſired to be acquainted. It was ſettled, 
| that. from this time I ſhould maintain a 
correſpondence with him in \cypher, by 
means of a third perſon on whom-we could 
rely. This correſpondence was very cloſely 


 _ carried on for eight months; not one letter 


miſcartied, or was ME nor, was the 


tat 15 ' 7 * 5 7 AN leaſt 
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leaſt ſuſpicion" entertained. It would un- 
doubtedly be very intereſting, could I here 
inſert that epiſtolary correſpondence, which: 
was very. extenſive, but the importance of 
it obliged me, for the king's ſafety,” to burn 
every letter as faſt as I received it, truſting 
to my memory to retain the moſt eſſentiall . | 
objects they contained. In them, the king 
unboſomed himſelf to me, without reſerve, 
upon his ſituation, misfortunes,. and future 
project, Which all breathed an ardent dee... 
ſire for the re- eſtabliſnment of peace and : 
tranquillity ; which he would have; pur- | 
chaſed with the ſacrifice of all his perſonal 
advantages, unwilling to have retourle to 
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ain till all other means ſhould have been = 
d and found ate. og | 
| | | / | 


hy cg time br mk this: W 
tion on the part of his majeſty, I had at 
my diſpoſal a very conſiderable force. The 
national guards and troops of the line, not 
only at Metz, but in all the different pro- 

vinces under my command, had given me 
. m_ of their. attachment, and con- 
e J | if fidence; . 
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fiderice$ I was, beſides, on very good terms 
with the "conſtituted authorities. I re- 
marked too a great change in the public 


opinion for the better; this, however, was 


Hition of the three exiſting orders, the civil 


but of ſhort duration. It proceeded from 
ſeveral cauſes, among which were the abo- 


conſtitution im poſed upon the clergy, and 


the oath exacted of the prieſts, which had 


driven many of them from their pariſhes, 
where W were replaced by the vileſt 


5 members of their order; to theſe we may 


add, the little confidence which the people 
began to have in the national aſſembly, 


whoſe labours were found to produce 
nothing but anarchy and diſorder, a cir- 
eumſtance extremely alarming to all perſons 
of prpperty, and eee to none bat the 
Kee vie eh ay ä 


N br 28 
ET 
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| dr was now” on the decline; his 


eredit decreaſed daily. Th gd | 
Paris, guided and directed at that time by 
2 and ben, ſeemed Wholly 

e . occupied 


:zobins of 
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geupied in effecting his deſtrution-z and 1790. 
fon that purpoſe they joined the duke of 
Orleans, from whoſe vengeance: he had 
every thing to apprehend. The former 
were only influenced by ambition; they 

wiſhed. to oblige: La Fayette to reſign the 
command of the national guards of Paris, 

that they might diſpoſe of it in favour of 
themſelves or their friends. The Jacobins 

laid aſide for a ſhort time their plan of 
univerſal, anarchy and diſorder, to bend all 

their: ſtrength againſt the hero of the re- 
volution. Robeſpierre, Danton, Briſſot, = 
Marat, and Camille Deſmoulins acted | il 
then 1 in ſubordinate ſtations'; the firſt © ; 
alone was member of the aſſembly, where: 
he poſſeſſed neither credit nor influence, 
but where; from the firſt moment of his 
introduction, he announced his republican 
ſyſtem which he afterwards ſucceeded in 
eſtabliſhing, and of which he became the 


7 — 


chief and tyrant: the others wrote for 
both parties; ſome of em even * | 
ne been a | 
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5 2. | The king having dn 
I allotted! for his civil liſt to La Fayette, 
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who flattered him with the promiſe of 
procuring: him with it ſome partiſans, 
that general diſtributed it among the pub= 
lic writers, rather with a view of engaging 


them. to ſupport his own cauſe than that 
of his ſovereign. Inſtead of endeavour- 
ing to increaſe his majeſty's power and 


euthority by means conformable to the 
conſtitution, as that prince moſt earneſtly 


deſired, he ſeemed wholly engaged in de- 
priving him of that ſhadow of ſovereignty 


which he ſtill retained, and in adding to 
thoſe -indignities which he daily expe- 


rienced. He narrowed the limits of his 
confinement, and ſtrove to render it yet 
more irkſome and inſupportable; far from 
quired a great increaſe of authority 
though but for à time, his jealouſy and 
fuſpicion increaſed; he not only ceaſed to 


co-dperate.. with; me, but even tried by 


every method to effect my ruin, in which 
he was but too ſucceſsful, as will be ſeen 
9 here reafter. 5 f . 
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In the beginning of November, I wrote 1790, 
e in cypher ud the king; it 


was on the ſubject of his project to retire 
to ſome frontier town. I took the hberty 
of repreſei 
ſuch a ſtep, which ſhould be the reſult of 
mature reflection; I aſſured him at the 

ame time, zuat on every occaſion he 


1 n 


8 


Atm anions 3 1 8 PR — 


Wut his retreat, were Montmedi, " 
-angon, or Valenciennes; the latter, it 

true, was not within my juriſdiction, but 1 
knew that the municipality there was at- 


diſtance of forty leagues from Paris; on 
che road there were no conſiderable towns; 
and a8 this was the way by which: the 
"AO and — other foreigners entered 


. . France, 


* 


ting to him the conſequence of 


might 05 on 59 entire en, * 


nuched to che royal cauſe, that the inha- 

biante were well, diſpoſed; and that the 
garriſon being principally” compoſed of 
foreign / troops, might therefore be relied 
on. Valenciennes was only about the 
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90. 1 Frame} the: people were here! leſs ſuſ. 


picious, and the clubs and municipalitics 
leſs watchful, from the HE of. cars 
eee were continually paſſing and 

g. At this place I could have 
joined We king there if he had thought 
proper. Beſangon was ſeventy leagues 
diſtaft frem Paris: the people there were 


at that time not ill-diſpoſed, and 1 ima- 
- - gined that the garriſon might likewiſe be 
depended upon; I could beſides have ren- 


dered this place much more ſecure, by 
placing there nnen troops, particu- 
i Swiſs, = Franche-Comté, in which 
this town ſtood, had recently been added 
te m comb Beſangon had likewiſe 
the advantage of lying near Switzerland, 
the cantons of Which country, by their 
laſt ee e es were to [furniſh 
on the firſt requiſition four- and- twenty 
thouſand men. Montmedi was eighty 
leagues from Paris; on che fartheſt part of 
the French frontier, about one mile from 
this territory of che Auſtrians, and ſixteen 
n Lux t which might afford 
"Ts per EI . eſſential 
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there was a camp extremely convenient for 
a ſmall. body of troops. The place fixed 


upon by the king was Montmedi, of 


| which he gave me notice, ordering me in | 
de counſe of the winter to make all the 


prepatations neceſſary for aſſembling there 
in the ſpring a military force, and what- 


ever elſe ſhould be requiſite; he beſides 3 


repeated to me, that the execution of his 
project being ſtill diſtant, I had time ſuß⸗ 


| hejent to make the proper Spins and 


en bim ** them. 
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In the . of this Eee > Nö 


vember, La Fayette, the leaders of the 
Jacobins,' and even the Ariſtocrats of the 


aſſembly, waited | in a deſign to procure. the 
diſmiſſion. of the king's miniſters, \ The 


former had recourſe” to their uſual means; 
they. inflamed the minds of the people 
. N51 27 and made motion aſter mo- 

„%% Rs & i tion 


„ 
| ik Alan. Under protection * 1790. 
as fortreſs, which though not large was 

very ſtrong and contained few inhabitants, 
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tion in the aſſembly, which were ſupported | 


by the galleries; even the orators on the 


right ſide of the aſſembly were loud in 


their invectives againſt them, thinking, 


without doubt, their attachment to royalty 
not ſincere, though they were men ex- 
tremely proper for their ſtation, and very 


capable of ſerving his majeſty in his pre- 
ſent unhappy circumſtances: however, the 


beſt proof of attachment "they thought 


they could give their ſovereign, was to 


reſign their employments, which'they did 


all, with the exception of M. de Mont- 


morin, miniſter for foreign affairs, who 
was a friend of La Fayette 5 and the tool 


; of all partes 5 


"To. the old hy [IR men 
with whom I was unacquainted, choſen 
principally by the Jacobins and conſtitu- 
tionaliſts. The miniſter at war was re- 
commended by La Fayette; 5 his name 


was Du Portail, an old officer of engineers 


mo had ſerved with that general in the 
. American 
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PEER war; was much attached to him, 1 790. : 
and ſeems to have been entirely at his diſ - 
poſal. With this perſon I never had had 
the leaſt connection, nor did I even know 
him. Neckar, aſhamed and mortified, had 
already quitted both his office and France, 
having loſt the eſteem and boklence f ö 
all an 5 | 


The . of M. de * Thar: au 
Pin, as may eaſily be imagined, gave me 5 
great concern; with him every thing 1 
ſeemed ee but with none elſe Who 1 

Vas not poſſeſſed of the ſame principles, 1 
and between whom and myſelf there did 5 ö 
not exiſt the ſame confidence. My regret EPS | 
was ſtill more increaſed, when I perceived, | 
by the conduct of his ſucceſſor, with what 
ſort of a man I had to deal: he ſeemed to 1 
me to ſerve the conſtitutionaliſts from f 
principle, to temporize with the Jacobins, : 
and to act on every occaſion as the intereſt 
_ of La Fayette and his own required. La 
Fayoue, at that time ENTITY attacked by 
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1 1790. the Jacobins, was endeavouring to keep on 
good terms with theſe formidable enemies, 


who ſeemed bent on his deſtruction; for 
this purpoſe he directed all his efforts 
_ againſt the king and royaliſts, who had no 
longer any power to hurt ow but might 

| have rendered him ſe 
tion which I held, I . likewiſe have 
given him aſſiſtance, and it was my inten- 
tien to have done ſo, had he acted pro- 
perly; but no ſooner had he at his diſpoſal 
te office of miniſter at war, than he 


®. 
2 


In che ſitua- 


ſeemed wholly occupied i in weakening and 


reducing my power. In conſequence, a 


few days after theſe changes had taken 
Place, J received a private letter from the 


king, informing me-that on the-repreſenta- 


| - Hons made by La Fayette and the leading 


„ 


tien on the left fide of the aſſembly, they 


* going to abridge the power with 
which T had been entruſted, and to deprive 


ine of che liberty of putting in motion by 
ot Y own authority, without any orders 


"government, the whole of the ti 


| within the diſtrict 1 commanded. 
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nportance. as ee me, eee of any 
great eren, the diſpoſal of the troops, and 
the power of aſſembling an army if 1 
thought Proper. The king writing to me J 
to know, if I conſidered. this liberty as Aa 
thing of much conſequence, I, in my 
anſwer, pointed out to him its utility, and 
| begged him to uſe his utmoſt efforts to 
continue to me one of the greateſt means 
I could poſſibly have of ſerving him; but 
in a few days I received another letter 
| from him, in which he told me, that all 
his endeavours had been fruſtrated by the 
obſtinacy of his miniſter and La Fayette: 
I was in conſequence forbid, in the name 
of the king, to remove the regiments, or 
diſpoſe of them in other garriſons, without 
an en order from the goverament. 


| | „eee this, I ſtill bee 
„ my popularity with the people and the 


WW troops, the moſt perfect tranquillity reign- 
E ing at Metz, and in all the provinces: under 
5 e 
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my command: the municipalit 
to have the ſame inffuence over the 
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The gn wks . to me to Peg 5 a 
bir departure from Paris, intending to re- 
tire to one of the frontier towns under my 
command. My obſervations on the danger 
1 uf ſuch a flep.—T aſſure his majeſty of my . 
- fidelity and zeal for bis ſervice —Means 
 aobich I propeſe for - the execution of the 
\ king's projet.—1 become the object of jea- 
louſy and diſtruſi.— Give in my reſignation 
e . the command of Alſace. — Propoſals 
made me by Mirabeau.—His plan for 
ſaving the king and monarchy. —Uneafineſs 
3 of La Fayette upon that ſubjee. — Death 
Mirabeau. bange in the opinion and 
_. d;ſpoſition of the People. —The 8 £2 
this NY. 


Aro the latter me of Mi 170 1591. 
I received notice from the king, that 
he hoped to be able to accompliſh his 
departure from Paris in the month of 

4 VVV 


ny 


| 


wy N 


: RELATING IN 


1791. March « or deals; he deſired me to inform 
N. him what route he muſt purſue to arrive 
at Montmedi, and what plan I had adopted | 


to ſecure his retreat to that place. I wrote 
him word, that there were two roads 


which led from Faris to that f fortreſs; one 
through Rheims and Stenay, upon which 


: there were very few towns which it was 
e ſſential to avoid ; the other through Cha- 


lons, Saint Menchoud, and either Va- 


rennes, or Verdun, a fortified town the 
more dangerous, as its garriſon, inhabitants, 


and munieipalities were deteſtable. To 
avoid this inconvenience then, it was neceſ- 
ſary to take the road of Varennes, in which 
town however no poſt- horſes were to be 
procured; another diſagreeable circum- 


ſtance which il be ſubmitted to. 1 next 


urged his majeſty to engage the emperor to 
march a body of troops to the frontier of 
5 Luxembourg near Montmedi, in order that 


9 might have a pretext for aſſembling an 


army on my ſide, and for making all the 
Preparations neceſſary for the camp I had 


P Wal; this would emily, I Served, 


* 
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| be an additional ſecurity to his majeſty, 


— 
« \ : 1 . 
* 3 i * N — 


* . * 2s, 


5 10 * avs I received an anſwer to 
this from his majeſty, in which he informed 


me, that he preferred the road to Varennes, 
wiſhing to avoid Rheims, where he had 
been crowned, and where he was more 
known to the people; he at the ſame time 
told me, that he had received a formal 
promiſe from the emperor to march a body 
of twelve or fifteen thouſand men to the 
* on is ſhorteſt fangs | 
What his maj Seſty 8 RE were on his 
—_ at Montmedi, or what conduct he 


intended to adopt towards the aſſembly, 1 


| quainted with the religious character of 
the king can entertain no doubt, that when 


his majeſty ſolemnly engaged to ſupport 


the conſtitution, it was his intention ſcru- 
puloully to obſerve his oath; ſuch was 
| 195 4 | 0 15 likewiſe 
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Wie x my intention when, facrificing my 
reluctance, by the king's expreſs deſire I 
entered into the ſame engagement. But 
this conſtitution was in itſelf ſo defective, 
fo incomplete, and diſcovered daily ſo 
many errors in its formation, that to main- 
tain and execute it was impoſſible, as events 
have ſince proved; beſides, the conſtitu 
tionaliſts being all men of intriguing, tur- 
bulent characters, it was impoſſible to be 
faithful to their conſtitution without being 
continually on your guard againſt their 
ſehemes and machinations, and this again 
expoſed you to their jealouſy and hatred. 
Reſpect and attachment to the king, 
though ordered hy the theory of the con- 
ſtitution, were conſidered by them as cri- 
minal. If then the ſituation of the king 
was painful and trying, mine was likewiſe 
irkſome in the extreme. What muſt be 
the feelings of a man of honour com- 
pelled, by conſcience and his duty, to act 
1 conſtantly in oppoſition to his principles, 
and 9 to TOE: ina 2 25 character 
. | TA. Pekare 
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before the different factions, who. ien 
perfidy whatever tended to oppoſe their 
maine and OP 1 


56 e then that his 9 watt 


15 been guided in his. conduct by the 


1791. | 


— 


diſpoſition of the people and army, and 


that he would not have employed force, 
unleſs he found it impoſſible to make any 


reaſonable arrangement with the aſſembly, - 


which, however, was earneſtly deſired by 
ſeveral of its principal members, at the head 
of whom were Mirabeau, Duport, and 
even the Lameths. Theſe clearly perceived 
the defects of cheir conſtitution; they ſaw 

that it naturally paved the way to a repub- 
lie, which they did not deſire, and, perhaps, 
to an anarchy, which they dreaded; the 
greater part of them confeſſed that they 
bad followed no plan in the fabrication of 
their government, and had been unavoid- 
ably: carried farther than they intended: 


but at this time the Jacobins were - moſt - 


Om in the * they had now 
75 regained 
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. F798. regained their aſcendaney, and the duke of 
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Orleans, their chief, ſtill purſuing his diſ- 


organizing ſchemes, attacked with greater 


violence than ever La Fayette, who found 


«vigorouſly! preſſed by that prince's 


partiſans at Paris. Alarmed at the danger of 


ſituation, many of the conſtitution- 


alliſts were anxious to diſengage themſelves 


from it; Mirabeau himſelf had been 


bought over by the king, who,” had he 


once arrived on the frontier, placed himſelf 


_ at the head of one part of his troops, and 

have forced the aſſembly to come to reaſon- 
able terms of accommodation; > Thus, had 
his majeſty executed his project at that 

 tricating himſelf and his kingdom from 


that frightful ſituation into which they were 


Aalen; it ſtill was poſſible to eſtabliſh ſome 


kind of order: but we ſhall ſhortly ſee 


that things ſoon took an unfavourable turn, 
and continued changine 
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Fes what was poſſible in che e 1791. 
Denn as ee the month of — 


ö 20 e K dar 
eee ne time 000 4 Itch fonts 
the king, in which he told me, that violent 


ſuſpicions were entertained of me by all 
parties; that La Fayette, in te 


garded me with a jealous eye { he ir 
withdraw Alſace from my command, and 
confer panning ner. 
circumſtance fee 
eaſineſs. In the anſwer” lich T his 
majeſty I obſerved, that coriceiving! it im- 
poſlible to preſerve the governmht of this 
| province, I would anticipate the intentions 
of the aſſembly by refigning it my fel; ; 
but that he ought to inſiſt upòn my being 
ſucceeded. by ſome perſon whom I could 
depend upon; and I pointed out to him 
M. de Gelb, loutenant-general, a native of 
Alſace, where he I 


5 


| 1 Iris: 


that it Was in agitation o 


; Wick | 


„„ 
- Independently of his m military talents, 


enn though never known at court, one 


of our beſt general officers,) M. de Gelb 
was a man of the ſtricteſt probity, much 
attached to the king and monarchy, and a 
perſon who. repoſed the moſt unlimited 

confidence i in me. I beſought his majeſty 

chen to inſiſt on the government of Alſace 

being given to no other perſon than him; 
chis he promiſed. to do, and ſeemed to be 
entirely of my opinion... I wrote, Pkewiſe, 
to the miniſter :for. the war department, 
informing him, that the extent of territory 
under my command prevented me from 
fulfilling the duties attached, to my office; 
that at the time I accepted a charge of ſuch 
magnitude and importance, the ſituation of 
the army, in ſome meaſure, impoſed it on 
me as an obligation, a ſpirit of mutiny 
and Iinfurecion having RS itſelf 


kingdom, 15 more particularly e on the 
frontiers: I obſerved. to him, that now the 
ſtate of things being — and the ſame 


neceſſity 
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tranquillity in the provinces, it was my 
wiſh to reſign the command of Alface and 


Franche-Comts, to the affairs of which pro- 


vinces, from their great diſtance, it was 
impoſſible: for me to pay that attention 
_ 1 nagen, e 


to his tinker I e an e cn 


taining many eulogiums on my diſintereſt- 


8 


edneſs; and informing me, that my reſig- 


be propoſed to him, but it was with great 


nation with reſpe& to Alſace was accepted, 
but deſiring me ill to retain the command 
of Franche-Comté. I now informed M. de 
Gelb, that the command of Alſace would 


difficulty I conquered his reluctance to ac- 


cept of this office; it was only on condi- 
tion that 1 ſhould” aſſiſt him with my 
inſtruckions, and ſhould diſpoſe of him, 
bis troops and reſources, in the manner I 


thought moſt 2 for my excluſive ſervice”. 
of his areal 3 6 2197, 
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neceſſity no longer exiſting, order being 1791. 
happily re- eſtabliſhed in the army, and 
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1 1791. As ſoon as my reſignation of Alſace was 
__— Cn; known, the king was earneſtly ſolicited by 
dhe miniſter Du Portail, and by La Fayette, 
| ' to. confer the command of that province 
| upon general Luckner, ' which, however, 

be conſtantly refuſed, informing them with | 
4 a determined tone of voice, that he intended 
3 to beſtow it on M. de Gelb, to whom it 
= „ accordingly given. Thus then, though 
| 100 longer commanded in Alſace,! I till 
preſerved the lame influence there I ill, 

HM io che of . preſſing neceſiey, _ 
: had, beſides, for a ſhort time, 8 oa 
pn A e c _—_ ſitu- 

„ l r l cs avi 03 þ ub | 

hat in e month. of Fe- 

. bruary; Loractincd: a letter from the king, 

the purport of which wðas, to inform me 

that a propoſition, on the part of Mirabeau 

and M. de Montmerin, would be made me 

by the count de * * *, a foreign nobleman 
in much credit at court, and the friend of 

n the above ee ; and chat he 


. 
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ſhould give the count a letter under his 
own hand, which he had requeſted ns 
| pirgols of e pee him Ne me. 


* 47 * 1 ' thi 


aig 4 king's letter was the Eibslsg | 
paſſage: Though theſe men” (ſpeaking 


of Mirabeau and ſome others of the fame 
deſeription,) * are by” no means eſtimable 

© characters, and though I have bought 
of the former at an enormous | 
« price, yet I am of opinion that they 


sean be of ſome utility to me. Certain 


3 of their pro) jet appear to me worth | 
« ;dopting; you will, however, Hear all 
© they have to ſay without! being too * 8 


»ich chem yourfelf, and you will com 


% municate to me 11. temärks on the 


. fubjeck. “ AB -Þ n ba Ie N N BEVEL 


191911 14 42 ; J. $5 S336 bY ih Lib 2e „ 325 


"In conſequence, on the following tay, 
the count d- * * arrived at Metz, and 


waited, on me with a letter from his ma- 


ielty, couched. in baby followings terms: 


Je 
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cf 2 Fs ; 6c: Paris, Feb. 4s 1791. 
At * ad rms Sir, that IL avail 
« « myſelf. of. the op | offered by the 


journey of the count de * * * to Metz, 

8 vou of my entire ſatiſ- 

4. faction with the manner in which. Jou 
« have conducted yourlſelf. in a ſitfation ſo 
full of difficulties. I can only beg of 
6, vou to continue ſtill to act as you have 
« hitherto, done, and to aſſure you of hwy 


« LOUIS.” 9 


Io the count de — ITO 
ignorance of the object of his miſſion... He 


began by telling, me; of the great eſteem 


which Mirabeau had for me, and the con- 


fidenee he placed in me i; aſſuring me; that 
he was now entirely devoted to the intereſt 


of the king, and would have been ſo, long 
before, . it not been {or the en | 


7 1 bad * aos yet 2 this 33 i nor 


had the leaſt communication with him Ty or in- 
Grey.” 33 
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he had met with from Neckar: he took 
care to inform me, that Mirabeau had 

within à ſhort time received from the king 
fix hundred thouſand livres, beſides a 
monthly allowance of fifty thouſand livres, 


and that promiſes to a great extent had 


been made him, in caſe he ſhould render 
his majeſty any fignal ſervices: he added, 


that Mirabeau was under ſome te | 
ſions from my connection with La Fayette, 


| whom he regarded, and with reaſon, as 
| the greateſt obſtacle to che execution of his 


projects. Laſſured the count de * * 4, that 
this connection exiſted more in appearance 


than reality ; chat I had'greatreaſon'to com- en 


we of his conduct towards me; that my 
only reaſon for uniting with him was, the 


opinion J entertained that he poſſeſſed both 
the means and inelination to check the evil 
at leaſt, if not to do any acti ye good; but 
that; For ſome time, I had reaſon to believe 
that he was deficient in both. I told him 
that, on the contrary,” I had always been 
of opinion that the genius, talents, and 
firmneſs of nene were equal to this 
e * 03 
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nnn that if any man could 


2 ſave the king hack the monarchy, it was he; 
ada nd as this was the only object I had in 


view, he might depend on my exertions 
to ſecond his endeavours; I only requeſted 


tobe: mods IG _ 4d 


7. 


2 * ats count ah * * * 10/4 me, 
chat the intention of Mirabeau was to pro- 


cure the diſſolution of the aſſembly, and 


the liberty of the king, by the force and 
will of the nation itſelf; eſtabliſhing this 
principle, that the repreſentatives of the 
people, at this aſſembly, were not poſ- 


ſeſſed of the powers neceſſary to make a 
change in the ancient conſtitution; ſuch a 
meaſure being contrary to the inſtructions 


given by all the provinces to the deputics 


ſent by them to the States General, which 
8 inſtructions had neither been altered nor 


revoked and that the king, being deprived 


of his perſonal liberty, could not inveſt 


with his authority the new laws they had 
enacted. The validity of this ohjection 


being admitted, he then intended to procure 5 


- 


5 „ addreſſes 
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praying that the preſent aſſembly might be 
diſſolved, a new one convoked, with the 
powers requiſite for making ſuch alterations 
in the conſtitution as ſhould appear neceſſary; 


and that the king ſhould be reſtored to his 


liberty, and the enjoyment of a reaſonable 
authority. Theſe addreſſes were to be ſup- 
ported by the people of Paris, whom Mira- 


beau ſeemed to think at his diſpoſal, when 
he ſhould have removed ſome of the lead- 


ing men of the Jacobin faction, whom he 
bad 05 ene to the ne 


The count 8 * * * likewiſe informed 


me, that Mirabeau reckoned fix-and-thirty 


departments whoſe conduct he could direct, 
and I myſelf could depend upon fix ; be- 


ſides, as T have already obſerved, there was 


hardly a departinent in the kingdom which 
was not well affected to the royal cauſe: 
Mirabeau 'was further to deliver to me the 
or” A Ponſa 4 where I ſhould have 
ſurtSinged chem with my beſt troops. 
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addreſſes from the different departments, nc -aN | 
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When he had ned Ltold the count f 


"Pf 4 * * * that I perfectly approved of the 


i; 


plan he had communicated to me, and pro- 
miſed to give it every 
deſiring him to aſſure Mirabeau that he 


ſupport in my power, 


might depend on my concurrence; I like- 


wiſe wrote to the king, and acquainted him 


with my opinion of this project, Which 1 
preferred to that of his retiring to Mont- 
medi; I adviſed him to conſent to its exe- 
cution, to load Mirabeau with gold, to give 
and promiſe whatever he demanded; als 
ſuring him, that it was no longer people of 


honour and i integrity who could ſave him, 
and re-eſtabliſh the monarchy: ſuch cauld 


only, in , circumſtances, like the . preſent, 
form vain. and; uſeleſs wiſhes, whilſt thoſe 


ſame unprincipled villains, whoſe boldneſs 


and addreſs had been equal to cauſing the 
miſchief, knew likewiſe. the cure. for ity 
and, perhaps, pode ihe means. 


* Ex? 19h 5 


MX 9 8 
* 


e ien 4.95 41 n 

uk will appear aſtgniſhing, without Joubt 
has I ſhould act with ſo much confidence 
towards Mirabeau, Mhe my, gonduct 


„ e : towards 


©, + F 
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mike La Fayette was marked with ſuch 1797. 
diſtruſt. The reaſon is obvious; avarice W 
and ambition were the reigning paſſions of 
the former, and theſe the king could amply 
gratify when re-ſeated on his throne: now, 
J very well knew that Mirabeau poſſeſſed . 
too much diſcernment” not to perceive that = 
the gratitude and favours of a prince; | 1 
whom he ſhould have contributed to reſtore # 
to his power and authority, were much to | * 
be preferred to popular favour, and the” - 
temporary ſituation of leader of a party: 1 
La Fayette, on the contrary, was an en- | 
thuſiaſt; and intoxicated. with ſelf-love, ; 
whoſe price could neither be known nor j 
reached; a deſeription of men at all times | ö 
dangerous, but nnen ſo er a re- 
volution! 3 
1 is 6 probable, a La e bad BY 
tained a knowledge of the advances fade 
me by Mirabeau, for on the ſeventh of 
| 1 wrote me the Tg 
er l 1071 NN 7 $a 
* 1 


. 


ko 
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tout: dier bodrem gs Pais, Feb. 7. 1791. 
sim, ſince I:wrote:to you; and, indeed, 
ſince my laſt converſation with your ſon, 
Lhave hardly learned any thing worth 
relating. Paris has been torn by con- 
+ tending factions, and the whole kingdom 
has been a prey to anarchy. The moſt 
violent of the ariſtocrats dream of a 
+, counter- revolution, in which opinion the 


more moderate members of that party 


have not courage fuſſicient to act follies, 
but they make themſelves amends by 
* talking: the advocates for monarchy, 


and all thoſe who rank themſelves on 


the right Gde; of the aſſembly; are only 
ͤdeſirous of performing ſome part, but 


have neither the means nor talents ne- 


Araber ſorahar purpoſe, and Ibould they 
become any thing, will be, like wiſe aril- 


1 5 toerats: on the left fide, e have a con- 


4. ſiderable number of well-meaning men 
« who are waiting for events; a cluh, ſuch 
eas that of 1789, es urſelf 1 in m_ 
7 ? Wo by ; * 
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& phical ſpeculations; likewiſe, a' ib: of 


' 6. Jacobins, the body of which mean well, 


but whoſe leading mn diſor- 


der every where, which is ir by 
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the aſſociations formed in the capita | 


« and provinces; theſe, unhappily, aim 
4 more at number than ſelection, and are 


« With reſpect to the miniſters, they are 


« in. a revolutionary ſtate, and have no 


other rule than to comply with the po- 


4 pular party, left they ſhould fall victims 
to its vengeance. - The courtiers are as 
* tical, © The queen is reſigned to the re- 


« yolution, hoping that the public opinion | 


will change a little, but dreading a War. 


The king is only ſolicitous for the ge- 


0 neral erde ef e ng oy . 


« own. | eee oft £1 wv 


"ELL 4 11 ' . 1 oF * ers 8 


8 


0 4 Gn 3 e benunt 
25 « « of myſelk. I am violently attacked by 

* the leaders of all the parties, who re- 
10 * ook: me as an inſurmountable obſtacle 


Wet S ; 225 . 1 wy to 
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179. to their views, having found that they 
8 can neither corrupt nor intimidate me: 
4*:-the firſt meaſure im any bad ꝓroject is to 
dattempt my overthrow: I have likewiſe, 
and for very good reaſons, drawn on me 
eee _ 3 that of the 


been n a. Lameth 

whom I formerly was connected, and 
„ Mirabe dau, who aceuſes me of contempt 
*..for Ds ate my enemies; and if to the 
above I add thoſe who are inſtigated to 
attack me by bribes, thoſe Who make 
me the ſubject of their libels, and thoſe 
cho are enraged againſt me for pre- 
E, V venting tem from plundering Paris, I 

believe I ſhall have given you a com- 


. pleite liſt of all my adver Aries: however, 


with the exception of a few conſpicuous 
characters who are miſled, I have on my 
+. fide all uptight men, fromthe loweſt claſs 
of the people to the higheſt, with the ex- 
«:ception of thoſe eee ariſto- 


*-efats. I am on good terms with the 
0 * = EL; £7 9 national 


<ndtional guard, unleſs it be a few Ja- 
Hcobins, and thoſe the refuſe of that 
party, for all well-meaning: Jacobins are 
attached to me, notwithſtanding b:Rilt 


«, which- zh; found 0 anſwer 10 good pur- 
A poſe; and my only object is to be hf 


ſervice to iny country: I am af,jH ; 
however chat advantage may have been 


+ taken, of my neg 1 


igende to engage in 
«: ſome intrigues; nay: L am welb aſſured, 
Achat they were on the point of com- 
« mitting ſome great imprudence, but 
* happily ſtopped ſhort on the brink of 
the precipite The queen has ſuch bad 
vadvilers, andthe little heads at the Thuil- 


deries ate ſo ſanguine in their hopes; and 


ſo little calculate obſtarles chat it is to 
De feared leſt the king thats invaluable 
ſecurity for public order; ſhould be 


made the inſtrument of piivate ambi- 


tion This is an accountoÞ the ſtate of 
things in generalz 1 ſhalb;riow aa my 
| Obſervations. | [ 


| Cen — ANGIE 
«theſe two months I have had leſs eom- 
munication than ever with the court, 


ow Soine | 


= — — — LESS x3 thn tongs . 2 iy pe" > 4 3 " 
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* 1 : as W 
4 1 


4 Some of my friends, and n 


Ady. are labouring with me to lay 


8 mee of conduct which may fix 
conſtitution on @ ſolid baſis, and 
” restore tranquillity to the nation. The 
moſſ diſtinguiſhed members of the aſ- 
«.ſembly; and even Mirabeau himſelf, 
will be obliged to ſupport this aſſocia- 
tion, and for that he is particularly well 
adapted. The courts of juſtice are now 
©. allembly for ſettling che police of the 
* kingdom; and appointing juries: this is 
A ating with u. ee ee el 
ae ed bie 46593 ee ws 
lo 1 4113, Wis + © 6-75 W 1 2 By hae er! | 
Fr. eee mich, me, 
which my heart and the love I bear my 
one of my friends you ſaid che other 
day, Did L Fayette ul * rightiy 
underſtand each other, we might firmly 
W eſtabliſh che conſlitution. 11 ſet too 
A. value on you; n and 
5 WT. —— 


. 


ry 
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« opinion, | not to communicate to you 1791. 
freely my ideas, and requeſt yours,” Rn 
6-gnfde days I will _ e more 
© eircumſintially. Cot COD AH e 30 
5 22171209: 1190+ ot 2gviany”" 
% The, moſt earneſt. with of my heart 
& 5 is. to. fee, the. revolution Tpeedily and 
« ' happily concluded, and the conſtitution 
« eſtabliſhed ſo that it cannot be ſhaken ; 
55 o effect theſe objects, I will employ. 
« both, my intereſt and efforts, and when 
8 « * they are accompliſhed, I deſire to be 
nothing more in France than an active 
een. and when. a war breaks out, 
your aid-de- camp without Siber, ook 
E- «or Jeg 1 835 In -9me} =; 
'Þ> tg 825 2 N 2712 Rf Het : Is Faxzrrs. 
0 Ne P. 8. Tete are many 1 now Wooly 
in forming great projects, but which 
« Wen from little - ambition; in Pro- 1 
* portion ; as they come to my knowledge, 5 
L. will give yo m opinion of tl Ta | 
* belongs to honeſt people like our- | 
2 1 to proceed directiy to ſome 


FP. | | | * known i 
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70 
1991. © known and uſeful end. All theſe myſ. 
“ teries and intrigues are only ſerviceable 


| &, to knaves, as all the chimeras of men 


had usted both partie 
prevailed. ib bach Mo" r ee 
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4 of weak underſtandings only give ad- 
4 vantage to their enemies.“ 


The poſtleript of La Fayettc' s letter 1 was 
the only object of it. . He had by ſome 


#3 #4 


TING and wiſhed to we me know he 
Was acquainted with it. The contents of , 
this letter, moreover, ' ſhew the abſurdity 
and extravagance” of La Fe ayette, and his 

extreme ſecurity with reſpect to the Jaco- 
bins, his enemies; and his conſtitution was 
a phantom which he ever purſued with 
the ſame ardour and the ſame blindneſs. 
It is true that at Paris a club was formed 
by the partiſans of the conſtitution, and 


Was firſt held at the Hotel de la Rochefou- | 


cult ; ; this dub ub "afterwards i increaſed, and | 
but it kad 16K all its power and le 
= whilſt in the Provinces cke clubs 

Ss, alid the Facobins 


meond RY | The 


. 1 * 


„ 
„ . 
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The paſſage in La Fayette's letter which 1 79 3 
ſpeaks of ſome errors into which attempts I" 


had been made to lead the king, alludes to 
a plan which had been formed to bring 
about a counter- revolution at Lyons; it 
was to have been effected by the emigrants 
who had taken refuge at Turin; theſe 


were to have been ſupported by me nobi- 


lity of the neighbouring provinces, and 
even by the inhabitants of Lyons itſelf, 
who in their turn, it was thought, would 
be aſſiſted by the troops, their chiefs hav- 
ing been, already gained over to the cauſe. 
This dangerous project, which was to have 


taken place in the month of January, was 


put a ſtop to by the Fine : he himſelf 
wrote me word, that it was contrary to 
his inclination and conſent, and that he had 
| endeavoured by every method in his N 
to a VC | 


YN ſo 3 Wen by 8 
Fayette as his friend, was a lawyer of 
Metz, one of the moſt diſtinguiſhed and 
a 08. eſteemed members of. the national 
| r aſſembly; 


1 
1 
| 

| 

| 
1 
3 
] 

| 

1 
1 
| 

. 
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| Aſerably x he was a man ef good ſenſe 


_ and abilities, and though a ftrong par- 


tifan of the revolution, yet poſſeſſed of the 
fridteſt integrity. About à month before 


I received this letter, he had paſſed-# a few 


days at Metz; during Which we had a 


| Soo deal of converſation about La Fay- 


ette, though I was always extremely guard- 


end in What THaid. I told him that] thought 


La Fayette blameable, if not for having 


neglected to do good, at HKaſt for net hay 


ing prevented evil. He owned himſelf of 


my opinion, both With refpe& to La Fay- 


ette and the defects in the conſtitution, | 
He aſſured me that the aſſembly had been 
led away by its factious members, and had 


Only thought of demoliſhing the old eſta- 


bliſhment without fubflitating any other in 
its place; he dbſerved however that they 
would certainly repair the miſchief which 
had been done. I adviſed him and his 


friends, if not ert too 18 eee to 


fer SON! it. 


EE 3 one he; thels- 3 with | 
2 Ecery; he 10 to me, © But what pt do 
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. yon act, Sir, in this drama, for nobody 1791. 
is acquainted with your opinion?” 1 
| made anſwer, < I am neither ariſtocrat nor 

« democrat; I am a royaliſt, and conform 

* to your conſtitution, which I think de- 

£ teſtable; becauſe my ſoyereign has ac- 

* cepted it; but ſhould he refuſe any longer 

« to acknowledge it, I bkewiſe wilt with- 

© draw. my obedience from it.” He re- 

plied, < « You are right—were I by birth 

ka noble, I. Wen think and act as 8 do; : 

« mrofeliinn of the Fay muſt een 

1 defire a reyolution, and cheriſh a conſti- 
13 tution which raiſes him and his equals 
5 from. 2 fate of Hegragation.” 


1 wrote = Fayette the follouing anſwer : 
0 Nn ae of in 1 eee a copy: 


; 
4 
N 
N 
A 
A 
j 
} 
7 


—— 


| | 5 « Metz, Feb. 11, 1791. 
3 — 3 indeed, my dear couſin, been 
long deprived of the pleaſure of hearing | 
from you, but J attributed it to your 
3 occupations, which. f ſuppoſe- prevented | 
| CCC « you 


& wn tb Roe CD 


—— —s es 
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vou fro m writing. The account which 
you give me of the ſtate of the aſſembly, 
of Paris, of the different factions and 
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parties with which that capital is diſ- 
tracted, and of the ſpirit which prevail 


among them, I know to be very true, 


at the ſame time that it is in the higheſt 
degree alarming: ſeveral perſons upon 
whom I can rely, and among others 


Mr. Emery, have given me the ſame de- 
ſeription; all agree in the greatneſs of 


the evil, but none know of any remedy 
for it. You would give ſome conſola- 


tion, and revive my drooping hopes, 


by informing me that you, in conjunc- 


+ tion with Mr. Emery, and ſome others 


who poſſeſs the abilities neceſſary, were 


purſuing a plan which might give ſtabi- 


lity to the conſtitution; but let me re- 


mind you, that it is now a twelvemonth 
ſince you expreſſed the ſame deſire. 
Have you not ſo long aſſured me, that it 


was. intended to eſtabliſh. A national force, 


— 


without which, the beſt laws are of no 


effect; and was it not then much eaſier 


| 3 2 ; 3 | cc * for 
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for you to do this than at preſent? Yet, 
4 ſince that time, what has happened? 
Many parties have been formed in oppo- 
© ſition to yours; the Jacobins have ac- 
« quired ſuch extenſive influence, and ſuch 
a decided ſuperiority, that it is next to 
an impoſſibility to cruſh them, and be- 
yond the reach of calculation to eſtimate 
the evils which they will bring upon 
France; diſorders have increaſed at Paris 
t and in the provinces; the troops, whom 
* they then endeavoured to ſeduce rather 
6 by ſpecious reaſoning than by corruption, 
« have been ſince brought over, and have | 
* broke through every reſtraint of diſci- 
„ pline;z ſuch a ſpirit of venality pervades 
„the army, that the ſoldiers in general 
are at the diſpoſal of him Who will pay 
„ them beſt, whilſt their officers and 
« leaders, perſecuted and diſguſted, with- 
cout either power or importance, ſee no 
4 poſſibility; of bringing them back to their 
duty. A fermentation has ariſen among 
the people, and ſpreads daily; the cities 
2 Ade great towns, with the exception of 
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© ſome few, as yet reſtrained by the pru- 


* dence of the adminiſtrative bodies, are 


« entirely guided by the revolurionary 


elubs; the people in many of them begin 


to ſhew ſymptoms of diſcontent, Which 
4 are ſtill mote prevalent in the country 
places, where the removal of the barriers, 


4 and the oath exacted of the prieſts, have 
4 qiſguſted the people, who refuſed obedi- 


* ence to the decrees of the aſſembly in 


8 theſe points, till compelled by the ap- 


& pearance of a military force. Already 


evxen do we heat it faid and propagated, 


that the aſſembly has no conſtituent 
ec power, the tacit conf ent of the people 
e being not ſufficient, as they can with- 


ie draw that conſent at pleaſure; that the 
* Ling is not free, nor even the aſſembly; 
= 4 chat public opinion may change, and that 


* it even ought ro change; and ſhould this 
e actually be the caſe,” what would be the 


**confequence ? Should a fareign army 
„ likewife preſent itſelf upon the frontiets, 


* (and i it is in the Uſt of poſſibilities,) and 
4 n a ſpirit of diſcontent till it 
2 ff; IM increaſcd 
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« encaſed to. an inſurreQion, . at 


© leaſt; if not general; I aſk. you, whe- 
£K ther. the edifice you have been build- 


+ ing would not be overthrown from the 
« foundation, and you buried in its ruins? 
« Yet, all this 1 foreſee; and 1 am con- 


« Tinea that every reaſonable man, who + 


„* £4 


« nor . by intereſt or ambition, will | 


6 be of my opinion. What 1s to be done 


« to prevent theſe misfortunes? Convene 


6 


—_ 


a national aſſembly, inyeſted with powers 
« « which can neither be revoked nor called 


= power ſufficient to enforce obedience 
| to the laws, at the ſame time reſtoring 

to him ſuch a degree of liberty, that his 
conſent cannot be compelled; by this 
means you will remove all pretext for 
| Proteſts: and remonſtrances, Which ſooner 
5....Of later will be attended with a bad effect. 


laws, and to the monarch who prefides 
% over them his entire liberty, and power 


. * ſufficient to enforce the obſervance of 
5 


WEE | „them, 


Thus, then, giving to the aſſembly 
legal and ſufficient power for. making 5 


in queſtion; put the king in poſſeſſion 1 


— 
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them, you will fix a free conſtitution on 
4e a ſolid baſis, and avoid a ſeries of anar- 
| chy which muſt neceſſarily terminate in 


"> utter ruin, But it may be faid, is all 


e this poſſible? That J am ignorant of, 
Can I, or ought I even to attempt it? 


_ | * Unable, myſelf, to accompliſh ſo defir- 


able an object, all that remains for me is 
to communicate my ideas to ſome who, 
like you, are by their fituation provided 
with the means of contributing towards 
it, obſerving ſilence with reſpe& to 


cc 


others: I ſhall pay deference to the pub- 


cc 


lic opinion, be obedient to the laws 
enacted by the exiſting authorities, and 


«confine myſelf ſolely to the performance 


« of my duty, without exceeding the limits 


« which it preſcribes me. Such is the line 
*: "of conduct which I have laid down for 
4 myſelf, and which I ſhall uniformly pur- 


ſue, while I live under the French go- 
vernment and continue in its ſervice. 
Adieu, my dear couſin; be aſſured of 
my * and attachment. 


„ Bovurz. 
5 Yes > By 
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By this letter I made a laſt effort to open 
La Fayette's eyes to the danger of his ſitu- 
ation. I told him my ſentiments with 
freedom and fincerity; I pointed out to 
him the road he muſt purſue to diſentangle 
himſelf from the difficulties with which he 


was ſurrounded, to releaſe the king from his 
preſent degraded condition, and avert from 
France the ſtill * calamities with hin | 


| ſhe was ated, 
- 


Being appriſed, chat the day after the de- 


parture of the count de x * # for Metz, La 


Fayette, by his own defire, had had a confer- 12 
ence of three hours with Mirabeau, at the 


houſe of Emery in Paris, I was in great hopes, 


that either ſuſpecting or being informed of 
his project, he was deſirous of giving it 
his ſupport and aſſiſtance, from a conviction 


that there was no other way left to eſcape ; 
from the labyrinth in which he found him- 


ſelf bewildered; and, indeed, had it been 


poſſible for an union to take place between 


| Perſons of principles and characters ſo op- 


polite as myſelf, Mirabeau, 'and La F ayette, 
we might have been the means of ſaving 


— Ht 
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11791. che nation.” Mirabeau had, in ſome man- 
ner, at his diſpoſal the majority of the aſ- 


ſembly, beſides having great influence over 


the Jacobins; La Fayette, though his power 
was declining, had ſtill many partiſans at 
Paris, and likewiſe in the provinces; I had 


regained much of my credit among the 


troops, and even part of my former autho- 
rity: I was too, as I have ſaid, in favour 
with the national guards, and the conſtituted 
authorities of the frontier provinces; the 
aſſiſtance of theſe two men would then 
have increaſed my ſtrength, and I, in my 


turn, could have given them ſupport. But 


all theſe' projects quickly vaniſhed; Mira- 


beau, a few days after, was attacked with a 


violent diſorder and died, not without ſtrong : 
ſuſpicion of having been poiſoned by the 


chiefs of the faction of Orleans. La Fayette 


Again reſigned himſelf to little intrigues; 
and as for myſelf, my eredit and popularity 


2 to _ ground, and. my e to 
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| Whilſt La Fayette was directing all his 
anger and vengeance againſt the royaliſts 
and ariſtocrats, and was expoſing thg royal 


| family to the daily inſults of the people, 


whom he ſeemed in ſome manner to join 


| for the purpoſe of ſtill further degrading 
his ſovereign, and eradicating every ſenti- | 
ment of reſpe& or affection for him from 

the minds of part of his ſubjects, he himſelf 


was openly attacked by the duke of Orleans. 


Towards the latter end of February, he was 


obliged at Vincennes to engage the ſans 


tulottes, commanded by Santerre; one of 


the chief partiſans of that prince. Theſe 
be diſſipated for the time, without depriv- 


ing them of the power of again aſſembling 


in greater force, andi in a manner ſtill more 


nn 


3 Theiduke of Orleans had. 1 and 


| ſecret agents diſperſed over every part of 


| France. The Jacobin club at Paris, whoſe : 


operations he directed, kept up a corre- 
ſpondence with all the reſt in the kingdom; 


dene was not a town in France, however 


De ſmall, 


ES o 
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1791. ſmall, Wick did not contain theſe e 


preſided over or led by men of the boldeſt 
and mot enterpriſing characters, conſum- 
mate in crime and villany. Jacobiniſm 
was a monſter whoſe head was at Paris, 


and whoſe arms extended over all France; 


the means its partiſans made uſe of to effect 
their deſtructive purpoſes were alternately 
force and artifice. They pretended favour- 


able diſpoſitions towards the conſtitution- 


aliſts, whilſt meditating the ruin of La 
Fayette, their chief, whom they purſued 
rather to gratify the perſonal vengeance of 

the duke of Orleans, than from any appre- 
henſions of his power; they aſſociated 
themſelves with the friends of the conſti- 
tution, made the conſtitution itſelf ſubſer- 


vient to their views, and at the ſame time 


waited only till the royal authority ſhould 


be completely annihilated, to deſtroy it. 


If ever there was a conſpiracy of greater 
extent than. this, none was ever conducted 


with more method and ability, nor ever 


diſplayed more Land and r ww its 
e © 


Tir „ , | About 
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About the beginning of March, I re- 
en a letter from La n which was 
the laſt he wrote me. 


* 


1 3 w# 4 7% ; 


: 7 3 p TO Paris, March 75 1791. | 


? er 1 congratulate you, my dear couſin, 
0 on the marriage of Madame de Con- 
« tades, and I hope you will not doubt of 
« the intereſt I feel in it. Within theſe 
« few days we have been very diſagree- 
« 1 ſituated, particularly on the 28th 


Uf February ; ; the different affairs, how- 


« ever, of Vincennes and the Thuilleries, 


have releaſed us at leaſt for a few days 


s from the attacks of our enemies. 'Your 


. correſpondence with Emery muſt have 


made you acquainted” with what has 


« paſt, ſo that in this I ſhall confine my- 


4 ſelf to ſpeaking of the nomination of 
M. de Gelb to the departments of the 
Rhine. This choice of the king's, I 
„know, is much more agreeable to you 
than any other he could have made; 
«and the talents, virtues, and patriotiſm 
« of M. de Gelb render him a very 
« proper perſon tc to fall that poſt. I have, 


7 ; [ 6c my 


— 


"i 
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1791. my. FR couſin, a favour to beg of; you 


in reſpect to him; that you would en. 
“ gage him to take for one of his aides-du 
e camp, Deſmottes, who by the decrees 
« of the aſſembly is made eligible to that 


&« employ ; and his courage, underſtand. 


“ ing, intereſt with the national guard, 


6 « and attachment to us both, make me 4 


00 anxiouſly ſolicitous to ſee him placed in 
« a ſituation where he may be uſeful, and 


<4 make known his talents, This kindnef 
« on the part of M. de Gelb I ſhould 


« conſider as a Gngular obligation, but do 
« not think myſelf entitled to the liberty 
of requeſting it; as you are on terms 


of intimacy with him, you will be able 


< to render me that ſervice. Adieu, my 


« ee, my beſt wiſhes attend you. 


rr a tab , 


1 The object of this er] it appears, was 


to procure for Deſmottes, who was already 
aide · de- camp to La Fayette, the ſame of- 
_fice under general Gelb, commandant of 


n This Deſmottes, as I have 3 


obſerv 


* 
bo 
. 
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| rd; Was the confidential | friend of 1791. 
- I Fayette, and acted as his ſpy; he had = 
attended me in my tour on the frontiers, 
had narrowly watched my conduct, and 
had given an account of it to his em- 
ployer: as he was to act the fame part 
with M. de Gelb, I cautioned that gentle» 
man againſt him; in conſequence. he re- 
faſed to accept his ſervices, and I found 
means to elude the tequeſt of La Fayette, 
The 28th of February, which he mentions 
in his letter, and is the only political ſub- 
_ ſeit contains, was the day on which the 
affair took place between him and Santerre 
at enen 


x 


8 I returned was merely com: * 
plimentary; I avoided. entering io the 
cäcuſſion of any thing of importance; 1 
das now more than ever convinced that 
nothing was to be expected from him 
indeed his political exiſtence Was faft 
drawing to a concluſion, and great appre- 
henſions were to be entertained from the , 
efforts of his deſpair, which would rather 


W be 
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** directed againſt the royaliſts and ariſ- 
tocrats, the leaſt dangerous of his enemies, 


than IE the Jacobins 15 more * 


10 fin 1 3 I ed a ” 
ter from the king in cypher; which in- 
formed me, that he had fixed on the latter 


end of April or the beginning of May 
for the time of his departure from Paris. 


Having determined to take the road of 


Voarennes for Montmedi, he deſired me to 


eſtabliſh a chain of poſts from Chalons to 


that place. He informed me that he pro- 


poſed travelling with his whole family in 
a ſingle coach, which he had ordered to be 


conſtructed expreſsly for that purpoſe. In 
the anſwer which I returned his majeſty, 
1 took the liberty of repreſenting to him, 
-_ ..that the road he had choſen would be 


attended with great inconvenience, from 
the circumſtance of being obliged to place 
relays of horſes to ſupply the defect of 
poſt-houſes; this I obſerved would either 

me to arte the ſecret to ſome 


, | | perſon, 
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perſon, or would be the means of excit- 


ing ſuſpicions; and the more particularly —— 


ſo, as at that time myſelf and all the chiefs 
of the army were more than ever objects 
of diſtruſt, on account of the conſpiracy 
of Lyons diſcovered a few months before, 


in which they were all known to have 


been engaged: the reſidence of the emis 


grants likewiſe on the frontier was an- 
other reaſon why we were watched with 
a a jealous eye; | theſe frequently entered 


France, and advanced up to the gates f 


Metz, committing diſorders which were 
| hid to my aceount, though I had not the 

leaſt correſpondence with them. I endea- 
voured then to perſuade his majeſty to go 


to Montmedi by the way of Rheims or 5 


| crofling the Ardennes: I repreſented to 
him the impropriety of travelling with the 


queen and his children in a carriage of 


peculiar eonſtruction, which could not 
fail of attracting general obſervation; I 


adviſed him, on the contrary, to make uſe 
wo, two ro Engliſh diligences for "himſelf and 


" "Df - 1 "Ps 
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family, taking ello him ſome 8 of 
approved fidelity, who might if neceſſary 
ſhew himſelf, and at the fame time. ſerve 
as a guide, neither the queen nor himſelf 


being | acquainted with the road. I pro- 
poſed for this purpoſe, the marquis 


d Agoult, major of the French guards, a man 


of good ſenſe, courage, and firmneſs, and 


extremely proper for ſuch an undertaking, 
I likewiſe objected to his majeſty, the great 


inconvenience which might reſult from 


placing a chain of poſts upon the road: if 
they were weak, they would anſwer no 
other purpoſe than exciting diſtruſt 1 in the 


minds of the people, who already began to 
| entertain ſentiments. of that kind, the Jaco- 


bins labouring with all their might to 


alienate their affections as much as. poſlible 


from the king; if, on the contrary, theſe 


7 detachments were conſiderable, they would 


give cauſe to the moſt violent ſuſpicions, 


and even, in ſome manner, make known 


the project of his majeſty: beſides, it was 


not in my power to put in motion complete 


5 pee but by: an order from the king, 


„ counter- 
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counterſigned by, the miniſter! at war, a 2206. 
perſon. not to be confided in, but, on the wn 


contrary, an object of diſtruſt. I inſiſted 
on the neceſſity of a movement on the part 


of the Auſtrian troops, in the environs T 
Luxembourg and Montmedi; I wiſhe 


them to encamp at Arlon, between theſe 
two places, obſerving to his majeſty, that 
ſhould he decline making uſe of them, fill 
they would ſerve to keep the aſſembly i in 
awe, by ſhewing them That, he was not 


without reſources. . bo AN 


nr \ 
"NB &' $ 
* 1 


' His 1 in hi anſwer, informed 


me, that he was firmly reſolved to go by | 
the way of Varennes, having, for the rea- 


ſons I have aſſigned, a particular objeRion 


to ſhewing himſelf at. Rheims, and a ſtill 
greater averſion to croſſing the territory of 
the emperor, in his ay to Montmedi, 
being determined not to go beyond the 
| confines of his dominions. He would not 
diſpenſe with my plaeing detachments on 
Y the road, nor would. he conſent to. diſpoſe 
ef his family in two different carriages; he 


jy 


YE. 'X 2 165 promiſed, 


5 where 1 W a 5 wad movement on 


Men Keating 10 


Preted; however, to take with him M. 
d' Agoult, and to wait till the emperor had 
marehed a body of troops to che frontier, 


near Luxembourg, wien he er his * 
* 10 ” | 


Nigg 1 nde informed of his ys 


ad determination, I began to make the 


proper diſpoſitions for putting it in execu- 


tion, I demanded of him the ſums neceſ- 
- fary to defray the expences, and he tranſ- 


mitted to me a million of livres in affignats; 
ſeven hundred thouſand of which, after 
the melancholy concluſion of this affair, 1 


delivered to Monſieur, the king's brother; 


the reſt was either employed in the ſecret 
- Purchaſe of forage, ammunition, and pro- 
viſions, or was diſtributed to the colonels 


of my belt regiments, for the purpoſe of 
g being converted into gold, in order to make 
oecaſional advances to the foldiers; they 


never, "However, In the leaſt Fulpetted my 
real Object in confiding theſe ſums to them. 
* next raifed an alarm on the frontier, 


* 
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bi part of the Auſtrians, which did not 1791, 
exiſt; but it gained ſo much credit, that — 


M. de Montmorin, miniſter for foreign af 
fairs, wrote to me to aſſure me of 3 
which aſſurance, however, did not prevent 
the patriotic club, and the municipality of 


Metz, from ſending a deputation to the aſ- 


ſembly, complaining that their frontier was 
not ſecure, and that the neceſſary precau- 


tions for their ſafety were not taken. This | 


| ſep facilitated my deſign, by enabling me 
to eollect at Montmedi, proviſions, warlike 


ſtores, artillery, and the materials neceſſary 
to form an encampment; and furniſhing 


me with a pretext for placing ſome good 


regiments in the neighbourhood of that 


The diſtruſt, howerer, of the aſſembly, 
of La Fayette-and his partiſans, of the town 


of Metz, and almoſt all thoſe within the 
diſtrict 1 commanded, daily augmented. 


The miniſter at war took from me my beſt 
regiments, particularly the foreigners, and 
om in return the worſt in the whole 


75 |. 0 


tis 


1.8 


* 


ems abr ro 


I 791. army; if 1 ſtill retained ſome "TOM regi- 


3 ments upon which 1 knew I could rely, it 


the" affair of Nanci, the enraged Jacobins t 
had put in practice every artifice to torment 
me; they united with the eonſtitutionaliſts, 
ſolely in the perſecution 'of the Toyaliſts; 
and the king, more than ever, became the 


royal family were in a ſtate of confinement, 


Was only” becauſe T in ſome' manner refuſed 


to give them up, and engageg the intereſt 
of the departments in my behalf. Since 


obje ect of their inſults. La Fayette wiſhing to 
deſtroy the opinion, that his majeſty and the 


perſuaded them to paſs ſome days at 8 


# Cloud: but juſt as they were on the point 
of departing, the populace, inſtigated by 


the Jacobins, ſurrounded the carriages, and, 


notwithſtanding the efforts of La Fayette 
; and the national guard, eee 8 to 


return to the Thulllertes. 


1! ; es * 8 ** 3 


The Jacobi dag l it nene diffi- 
5 eult again to infuſe a ſpirit of mutiny into the 
Ss troops, and perſuade them to renounce their 
obedlenee — n 
> VE: ; directed 
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directed againſt me, and the general officers 1791. 
under my command, who almoſt all poſſeſſed FD. 


the confidence of the ſoldiers,) endeavoured 


to draw them to their clubs by ſending them 


ground on which I iſſued this proclamation, 
was a decree of the aſſembly, by which it 
was enacted, that no troops ſhould be ad- 


mitted to theſe ſocieties: the members, 
likewiſe, were enjoined 1 not to receive them. | 


This decree, had been paſſed in the begin- 


ning of the September preceding, immedi- 


ately after the general inſurrection which 


took place in the army; but the miniſter at 
War, M. du Portail, who was influenced i in 

all his actions by La Fayette, now. wrote to 
the aſſembly demanding its repeal; this was 
granted, and I was compelled | to abandon 
the ſoldiers to all the arts employed to ſe⸗ 
duce them; ſo rapid was their effect, that 
in a very few months afterwards, almoſt, all 

the French infantry expelled their officers, 

choſe others from among themſelves, and | 


in #007 time were entirely under the 
W e 4 Ml direction | 


1 


— 


invitations, Which, however, I forbid: the 
ſoldiers to accept, and they obeyed. The 


K 


— . K Miao eaoe rhe 
\ 5 ” 


"” 


* MEMOIRS RELATING To 


1791. direction of Jacobin leaders, having for- 
— faken ] La ſe FRYER to n ee 


0 1. katie of 3 Ser of 


theſe, and his party, ſome idea may be 
formed, on recollecting the apprehenſions 


expreſſed both by him and the aſſembly, at 


the time of the inſurrection of Nanci; and 


comparing the opinions contained in the 
letters he wrote me on that occafion, and 


in thoſe" which he had before written me, 
with his preſent conduct. Such a compari- 


ſon muſt produce a full conviction of the 


= weakneſs of his character, the verſatility of 


his principles, and the mediocrity of his un- 


derftanding; and will prove, that ſo far from 
5 being a proper perſon to direct 2 revolution 


like that of France, he was not even capa- 
ble of conducting one in a wann n 


. 


| ſtate, ſuch as: Len or Modena. 


3 2235 1 


way had 1 now made all the Kfpofitions and 


i” preparations neceſſary for the king s de- 


parture, which, as I have obſerved, was to 


| take PI in the . of May; every 


* 


: thing 


- 
- 
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munition/and proviſions of every kind were 


arrived, and nothing further remained to 


be done, when the troops again became ſo 
vitiated, that out of all thoſe which were 
in Lorraine, les E veches, and Cham- 
pagne, there were not more than. eight or 


ten battalions, and the Swiſs or Germans, 


upon which I could depend; the whole of 
the French infantry were ſo corrupted, that 
there was not one regiment which I could 


venture to place near the king. They had 
carefully withdrawn the beſt troops from 
my command, and I could not now reckon 


more than thirty ſquadrons which retained, 


or which I ſuppoſed to retain, their fidelity 


to their ſovereign; the corps of artillery 
was ſo bad, that I could not have found 


cannoneers ſufficient to ſerve a bosle 


piece. 
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| thing at Montmedi was in a ſtate of RE 1791. 

neſs to receive him, and meaſures were 
taken to collect a ſmall body of troops under 

the cannon of the fortreſs, one mile from : 

the territory of Luxembourg. The am- 


1 


and particularly on the frontier, as I have 
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The ſentiments of the i were not 
much more favourable. In the provinces, 


already ſaid, they appeared for a ſhort time 


_ diſſatisfied with the aſſembly and the conſti- 
tuation, but they were now become more 


2 TY than ever attached to ow 


This Wange 1s \principally obo attributed 
to the artifice of the Jacobins, who induſ- 


triouſſy circulated reports that the emigrants 


were entering France, followed by an army 


of foreign troops, which was to be joined 


by all the ariſtocrats of the kingdom: plots 
were ſaid to have been formed by the latter, 
and all the chiefs of the army were accuſed 


of having traitorouſly held a correſpond- 


ence with foreign powers, and engaged in 
a deſign to betray the ſtrong places, and 


8 even the _— itſelf,” into the Wan of . | 
99 5 Facmy: | . j 


tion, ſeemed now more particularly entitled 


Reports like theſe, e are always 
eredited by the people in time of a revoiu- 


to 
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to belief; the royaliſts WhO remained in 1791. 
France were conſtantly breathing out their 


juſt vengeance in threats, which in ſome 
manner juſtified the alarm ſo aſſiduouſſy 


propagated by the revolutioniſts, whilſt the 
emigrated royaliſts, by their imprudence, 
appeared ſtill more to confirm it. The po- 


pulace in all the principal :owns, led on by 


factious men, indulged themſelves in all the 
licentiouſneſs of Jacobiniſm; the nobility, 
the prieſts; and even all ſober citizens who 
were not clamorous and violent in ſupport 
of the conſtitution, were daily expoſed to 


the threats and inſults of the mob, and the 
perſecutions of the Jacobins. The officers 
of the army, abuſed and ill- treated by their 
| ſoldiers, over whom they retained hardly * 
the ſhadow of authority, were only re- 


ſtrained by my intreaties from quitting an 
employ which afforded them neither honour 


nor reſpect; nay, which could not even be 


held without perſonal danger. Contempt, 
indignity, threats, and even the proſpect of 


an ignominious death, were the bitter fruits 
el heir: * in the diſcharge of their 
ans e N . LE | 


4 


31 6 | 


1791. 


Meins RELATING- ro 
duty and their attachment to their ſove- 


— reign; yet very few apoſtates were found 


conduct. 


among them, though both art and violence 
were put in practice to ſeduce them; un- 


moved by menaces, inſults, and perſecu- 


tion, they remained faithful to that princi- 
ple of honour e had ever age their 


ok 8 his 0 ns the ſituation 
and diſpoſitions of the people and army, 


and urged him more ſtrenuouſly than ever 
(if he ſtill perſiſted in his project) to ſolicit 
the ſupport of a body of Auſtrians; I fore- 
ſaw, that even ſhould the king reach Mont- 


medi, {till there would be a terrible move- 


ment excited by the Jacobins, even though 


the aſſembly and the conſtitutional party 


ſhould purſue maderate meaſures, which 


75 ſince the death of Mirabeau, as the king 


had no longer any partiſan of note on the 
left ſide of the houſe, was hardly to be ex- 


pected: I conſidered it as much more pro- 


bable, that in ſuch a conjuncture the two | 


Parties would form an union; in which 


„„ ee ſes 
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_ eaſe, from the weakneſs of my reſources, 1 


could not have maintained myſelf at Mont- 


medi; and the king, which next to a civil 


war was what he moſt feared, would have 
been obliged to quit the kingdom. How- 


ever, to one of theſe he now inevitably 


expoſed himſelf; for in the preſent ſtate of 
things, it was next to an impoſhbility, 
though nothing could be more deſirable, 


that any amicable arrangement could take 


place, men's minds . in uch a late of 


. fermentation. 


1 The ae | ſubject of my apprehen- 


ions were the nobility who had left the 
kingdom, and were now moſtly upon the 


3¹ 


kr ontier, expecting a counter-revolution to 5 
be effected by force, with the aſſiſtance of 


foreign powers: totally ignorant of the 
ſituation of France, they took the revolu- 


tion for a momentary infurrection, and 
relied on an internal party which no longer 


exiſted, and on reſources which were merely 


imaginary, I was afraid of again ſeeing - 


the king ſurrounded with cdurtiers, and 


4 


N dreaded 


— 
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x 90 1. Mtootled: left the wrecks of | thoſe great 

bodies, the clergy; nobility, and magiſtracy, 

juſtly enraged at the barbarous treatment 
they had experienced, and animated by the 

ſpirit of revenge, ſhould be able to lead his 

majeſty into dangerous meaſures, contrary 

to that wiſdom, prudence, and firmneſs 
which ought to regulate his conduct on the 

preſent occaſion. In ſhort, whichever way 

I looked, nothing but difficulties preſented 

themſelves, and every thing announced ſtill 


greater misfortunes than choſe we had al- 


ready undergone: I ſaw the king and mo- 
narchy drawn with irreſiſtible force towards 


their deftruQion, and was myſelf obliged, 


„ in ſpite of my repugnance, to be an inſtru- 


ment in the dreadful cataſtrophe ; ; for, un- 


54 | bappily, the king had by experience | learned 


the baſeneſs, treachery, and perfidy of men, 


8 which had rendered him diſtruſtful and 


{uſpicious: had. I then. ventured to expreſs 


my difappr obation of his majeſty's s ſcheme, 


had, I. repreſented to him, i in too ſtrong 


. terms, the dangers to which he was going to 


Expoſe himſelf, } 1 ce have excited | in his 


: e Si 5 * : D mind 
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* 
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mind doubts of my zeal and eee to 


A 1 Fr ey any ae that his 
enterpriſe would ſucceed; and all my truſt 


was, that his majeſty, terrified at the dan- 


gers and diffieulties attendant on it, would 


abandon his project at the moment of exe- 


_ before DA had hs: Bimſelf. 


is FO mean time, Ih Siri preſſed bir 
' the chiefs of the Jacobins, thought himſelf 
obliged to give in the reſignation of his 


office, as commander of the national guards 
of Paris; but being earneſtly ſolicited to 


retain it, by the municipality, the national 


: guards themſelves, and the general voice of 


the Pariſians, excepting the lower orders, 
and the factious leaders who directed them, 
he conſented to reſume it, and held it a 
little while longer, after having loſt his 


power, importance, and even his credit with 
the people; but his weakneſs had for ſome 
time being apparent, and his part was now 
drawing to a concluſion. Since the begin- 
ning of January, the king had reduced the 
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1791. ſums of money which he had till then given 
S—— La Fayette, for the purpoſe of preſerving 
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him a few partiſans, and paying ſome pub- 
lie writers, who, however, ſerved the cauſe 
of La Fayette himſelf rather than that of 
his ſovereign; this reduction conſiderably 


diminiſhed both the credit of the former 
and his influence over the public. I now 


received no more letters from him, and our 
correſpondence had in a manner entirely 


ceaſed. The Lameths, his enemies, made 
me ſome propoſals, inviting me to an union 
with them; theſe 1 nt in wow, * 
vagus! terms. 
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0 H A r. xt. 
e i the duke de — 
| wies I make to ſecure the king's ſafe re- 
"treat to Montmedi.— He is arrefied at 
' Parennes.—T march to his majeſty s affift- 


_ "once, but find him fet out on his return to 
Paris. An order is iſſued for my arr ah. 
arrive at Litxembourg.—Decree of the 
© national aſſembly againſt all concerned in 
_ the king's * Lerter 7 M. Beau- 


- Barnots. . 
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de Biron. This nobleman was a member 


af the conſtituent aſſembly, and an inti- 
mate friend to the duke of Orleans, whoſe 


party he conſtantly ſupported, though, 1 


believe, he never was either the accomplice 


"ceived a itt at Metz from the duke 


or the confidant of that eue $ erimes. : 


1791. 


| 

| 

| 
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1791. eeived a great friendſhip for him; not only 
— 


on account of his amiable qualities, but his 
probity, ſincerity, and chivalrous ſpirit, 
In our converſations, he exprefled himſelf 


with great juſtneſs on the ſituation of the 
kingdom, with feeling for that of the king, 
and with contempt of the aſſembly and the 
parties by which it was divided; he ſeemed 
earneſtly defirous that che king ſhould be 
reſtored to his liberty, dignity, and autho- 
rity, and that the old conſtitution: ſhould | 
be again eſtabliſhed, either in its entire 
form, or with ſuch alterations as circum- 
: W * unavoidable, | 85 pil 


* 


1 . not help teftifying oy ſurpriſe, 


to hear language like this from the friend 
of duke d' Orleans, who had; deſtroyed, 
every veſtige of the old government, and 


for two years unceaſingly perſecuted the 


king, keeping the nation in a continual 
ferment. I told him, that I did not ſup- 
poſe him concerned in the criminal condud 
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he ill continued attached to him 4 his 


1 


He A the duke of 10 by af 


' furing me, that he was at firſt actuated by 


1791. 
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motives. of perſonal animoſity to the king 


and queen, but more particulatly the 
latter -; and had by artful and wicked men 
been carried further than he intended: that i 


he had wiſhed to ſtop, and had applied to 


| the king for pardon, purpoſing to throw 
| himſelf at his majeſty's feet; but that being 
| rafael. he had become deſperate, and ſee- 


| ing he had nothing to expect from his 


ſovereign* 8 clemency, he had no longer kept : 


| any meaſures, The duke de Biron added, 
| that, for himſelf, he did not e ſuch 15S 


4 The Gules of the difference which exiſted between 
the duke of Orleans and the court were three: 1. The 


| refuſal of his requeſt, during the American war, of the 
| reverſion of the office of high admiral of France, then 
| filled by his father-in-law, the duke de Penthievre, 2. 


His baniſhment in 1598, on account of his conduct at 
the royal fitting held in the parliament at Paris. 3. The 
ſtop wah the inſtigatlon of the queen, was put 


r ee eee An- 
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1791. refolution ; but as the friend of that Sites 


and engaged in his party, he thought he 


could not conſiſtently with 1275 Honour * 
forlake W. | | 


But how does © Wr GH l 
* . that you, a man of good ſenſe and pure 
4 principles, have not gained fuch an af. 


cendaney over your friend, as ſhould 
enable you to re his Weyl to the 
"0 20 poor”. : 


ny The duke of Hifi anfheered he 


& is weak, and I am ſtill more ſo: but 


though want of reſolution has laid him 
« at the diſpoſal of dangerous men, who 


4 have milled him, yet of this be aſſured, 
© that, it is our party which will fave both 
| K the king and wiel 


8 8 20 * V- ; 8 4 2. 4 


wy "ity [0G following, Bed rate 6 on me, 


: pad . me in tex the ſubſtance 


$a * How do men addon this Ane . which 
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of what he had ſaid the preceding evening, 1791, 
which was the profeſſion of faith of a de. -W 


termined ariſtocrat. In giving it me, he 
fad, „ Keep this writing, which I have 
4 ſigned with my name, and if I and my 
«. party do not fulfil all that J have pro- 
e miſed you, make what uſe of it Tu 
a threes proper,” oP T 


This paper I le by: me for ſome time, 


but have ſince burned it; I ſaw that his 
profeſſions were "ſincere, but he was de- 


luded; and J pitied him. Soon after he 


returned to Paris, and with him general 


Heyman our common friend, who com- 
manded under me at Metz. This gentle- 5 


man demanded of the queen an audience, 


which was granted: its object was to pro- 


poſe a plan which he had concerted with 
the duke de Biron, for the eſcape of the 
king and his. family from Paris, and for 
ſecuring their retreat, either to one of the 
places under my command, or into Alface. 
The queen replied that ſhe ſhould refer it 


mM his majeſty ; ; e M. Heyman N 


TY 3 | received 
[ | 
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Eoitved the king 8 thanks, with the aſſur. : 
ance that he was determined not to quit 
Paris, and that, beſides, he was not ſuffi- 


eiently aſſured of my cen, to Place 


_ confidence in me. 


An this I was. 1 of - the 15g | 
himſelf, who wrote me an account of this 
affair; neither of them having ever ſpoken 
to me on che ſubject. + This anecdote ap- 
peared: to me ſo extraordinary „ that ] 
thought it incumbent on me to inſert! it: 
we may from this circumſtance conclude, 


that many men have been engaged in the 


revolution, and the horrors which it has 


produced, rather through the facility of 


their diſpaſitions, or through the deſire of 


ameliorating the lot of the people, and 
contributing to the general welfare, than 


from yiews of private ambition. This may 
: particularly be aſſerted of the conftitu- 


| Ws © of ths POS: 


tional party, almoſt all of whom ſtopped 
ſhort at ſight of the crimes to which the 


revolution gave birth, and having been 


firſt the dupes, were afterwards made the 


a. 


Some 
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Some time in this month, which was 1791. 


the king, and having communicated to 


him the diſpoſitions I had made, I deſired 
him to explain them to his majeſty, to 
receive his orders, and to return about 
the latter end of the month, or the begin- 


ning of May, bringing with him his ma- 


jeſty's final inſtructions. His regiment, at 
that time in the neighbourhood of Nanci, 


was one of thoſe which I deſtined for 


firſt relay of horſes, which it was intended 


to place at Varennes, and I was to furniſn 
_ the ſecond, which was to be ſtationed be- 


tween that town and Montmedi. I had 
acquainted the king, that as yet I ſaw no 


movement of the Auſtrians upon the fron- 
| tier, and I conjured him to wait till that 
circumſtance took place, before be deter 


mined o on n his heated 3; e Vos 5 


ea the bim of May, Mg Bs Go 


B "_ returneg. He W mas a letter 


Lu OY from 


Montmedi: he himſelf was to provide the 


April, I diſpatched for Paris, M. de Go- — 
guilas. I gave him a letter in eypher 8 
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from the king, in which his majeſty in- 


. formed me that he had reaſon to believe 


the Auſtrian troops would be at Arlon 


before the middle of June, and that he 
propoſed leaving Paris on the fifteenth of 


de would acquaint me more particularly 


with the exact day, deſiring me in the 
mean time to complete my diſpoſitions, 
and make every preparation neceſſary. In 


my anſwer to his majeſty, I told him that 
by the beginning of June every arrange- 


ment would be made, when I would 
tranſmit an account of them for bis ma- 
jeſty's approbation, by the hands of M. 
« a dl; Mi fl tue, | 


- The Sita was hey On which I 


| had formed, I had given orders for aſ- 


ſembling a ſmall body of troops to cover 


Ho Montmedi, and ſecure the: king's route 
from Chilons to that place. I had dil- 


poſed of eight foreign battalions, the only 


infantry I could collect, at the diſtance of 
one, two, and three days journey from 
7 Ei LA e 4 : $744 : . the ; 
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die later place, and theſe, with thirty: 1591. 
ſquadrons, compoſed the whole of my * 


force. At Montmedi I had a train of 


attillery, conſiſting of ſixteen pieces, in- 
the fortreſs, which might be made uſe of 
at a moment's warning; and whatever was 
neceſſary for the ſupport and ſervice of an 


army of this force was already depoſited 


in the town. | The regiment of Royal Al- 


mand was poſted at Stenay, a ſquadron. 
of huſſars at Dun, and another at Va» 
to be at Clermont the day the king ſhould 
paſs; theſe were commanded by count 


Charles de Damas, in whom I had the 
greateſt confidence; he was to place a 
detachment at St. Menehoud, and fifty 


huſſars were in the ſame manner to be 


ſtationed at Pont de Somvele, between 
Chalons and St. Menehoud. The pretext 


of which I intended to make uſe for : 
placing theſe two laſt detachments, was, 


that they were intended ö 2 [eſcort a ſum 


3 8 5 ment 
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ment of the troops. Thus, "TA 


— to een wiſh expreſſed by his majeſty, the 


1 


whole road from Pont de Somvele to 


Montmedi was occupied by troops def. 
tined to ſecure. * n * retreat. 


98 Ws the. as of FO the: 505 wrote 


me word that he propoſed ſetting out the 


x9th--of the following month, between 


twelve at night and one in the morning; 


that he ſhould proceed in a common coach 
as far as Bondi, which was one poſt from 
Paris, and there take his own. carriage; 


at this place likewiſe was to be ſtationed 
one of his gardes di corps, intended to 


ſerve as a courier; with inſtructions, in 
cafe the king did not reach Bondi by 
two o'clock, (a certain proof that he had 


not been able to effect his eſcape, ) to pro- 


ceed directly to Pont de Somvele to an- 


nounce the circumſtance, in order that! 


might be informed of it, and have time 
to provide both for my oπ]ͤn ſafety, and 


that of all thoſe concerned with me. The 


"Oy ms he ſhould not” be re- 


as oy ; 
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no movement among the people, then he 


would paſs incognito, and make no uſe of 


the eſcort, which might follow him a few 
hours after. He deſired me to ſend him 
MM. de N= * * or M. de Goguilas, for 
the purpoſe of giving ſuch information as 
Vould be neceſſary on the road. The day 
after the receipt of this letter I diſpatched 


thoſe two gentlemen from Metz: the for- 


mer I ordered to repair to Paris, there to 
wait the king's commands. I deſired him 


to quit that capital about twelve hours 
before his majeſty, and to give orders to 
His people to be at Varennes on the 18th 


with his horſes, having pointed out to 


them the place where they were to remain 


till wanted. On his return from Paris he 


was to ſtop at Pont de Somvele, take the 


command of the detachment of huſſars he 


ſhould find ſtationed there, and conduct 


the king as far as St. Menehoud; on his 
arrival at this place, he was there to leave 
the fifty huſſars who had eſcorted the 
king, having given them 


331 
vogniſed on the road, and there ſhould be 1 2791 I. 


rders to guard 
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rygr. the road leading from Paris to Varennes 
9 and Verdun during four-and-twenty hours, 
and to ſuffer none to pals or.repaſs. I de- 
livered into his hands orders ſigned by the 
king, which enjoined him and the officers 
=. under his command, as they ſhould anſwer | 
1 for their neglect, to employ the force at 
| | their diſpoſal in defence and for the pro- 
tection of his majeſty and che royal fa- 
mily. I likewiſe gave him in charge, that 
nd 
1 hae ſhould unite all the troops he could 
collect from Varennes, Clermont, and St. 
Mienehoud, and uſe his utmoſt efforts to 
berate his majeſty, aſſuring him that 1 
would march to his nee with all the 
On I made edle. RO. hy 


4 


ge to alfi to 1 bg ſoldiers at the 
1 moment the King ſhould appear. With 
775 5 instructions be 55 out for Faris. | 


Toô count Chiles ae Duda I gave the 
order For the any © of: his "regiment, 
855 be! N MP. 5 . which 
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29th, and to remain there the 2oth, on 
f which day the king was to paſs through 
that town, I likewiſe put into his hands 
an order from the king, mentioning the 
conduct to be purſued by the two {quadrons 


| under his command, who were to ſerve as 


an eſcort to his majeſty. I repeated to him 


the inſtructions which I had before given 
to M. de N * * *, in caſe the king ſhould 
| 10 2 at b dar i or op le ; : [> - 


N hays Barbie; Tiparched! M.de - 


Goguilas to the king, at Paris, with the 


particulars of whatever could contribute to 


ſecure his retreat; J ordered this gentleman 
to make Stenay, Dun, Varennes, and St. 


Menchoud i in his way, for the purpoſe of 


again examining that road, in order that no 
precaution might be neglected; and I di- 


rected him to join me either at Longwy, 


Montmedi, or Stenay, a few days before 
the king's departure, to CONE to 
me his 8 final EINER * 411 


a. 4 2. 15 FHF N F v * © K > 3 4 0 12 * CVF $ Rp Nr x 
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| which was to be at St, Menehoud on the 179 1. 
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179. On the 13th of June; I took my depar- 
— ture from Metz, under pretext of viſiting 
de.ee frontier places towards Euxembourg, 
| =: I had fo thoroughly perſuaded the people, 
S _ _. that the Auſtrians were aſſembling a body 
of troops in that part, (though, in fact, 
| they had made no movement whatſoever, 
$Z that I was enabled to march into the envi- 
rons of Montmedi the few good regiments 
which ſtill remained to me. I could only 
employ two. Swils battalions: of the garriſon 
of Metz, and ſome ſquadrons drawn from 
the towns of Thionville, Longwy, Mezieres, - 
- and Sedan, which all lay near Montmedi: 
the whole of the French infantry, as 1 
* er pblcrved, + was e wo. | 


e On the I 1 I received; at N 
A Tater from the king, in which. he informed 
+ mm; that his departure was put off till the 

goth, at the hour before mentioned; he 
told me, that he could not have the marquis 
_  Agoult in the ſame carriage with himſelf, 
| - | the governels of the royal children, who 

4 . Ti was to 3 * having refuſed to 

3 + ons 8 i abandon 
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abandon her Privilege of conſtantly remain- 1 791 1. 


ing with her charge. This delay in the 
king's departure greatly diſconcerted my 
meaſures. I had already given orders for 


the departure of many of the troops, and 
| particularly the two ſquadrons who were to 
be at Clermont the day the king intended 


to paſs through that town: as I was obliged 


to double the time of their ſtay in the 


place, ſuſpicions began to ariſe, which were 


ſtill heightened by the negligence of M. de 


N' à, in not appriſing the officer 
charged to place the relay at e of 
che circumſtance, B 


* 


cumſtance of his route, was perfectly ſa- 
tisfied with the. diſpoſitions made, and 


would conform to n thing agreed _ 


. iS, d * 2 


. the. non; of © Boaz I 3 to 
. On the 21ſt, I aſſembled the ge- 
neral officers under my e who were 


| near 
0 


N. de Cats was now returned 3 
Paris; he told me that the king, to whom 
he had explained the moſt minute cir- 
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yt; near this place; I acquainted. them, that? it 


' was probable the king would, in the night, 


paſs through the gate of Stenay, and that 
by break of day he would arrive at Mont. 


. medi; I charged general Klinglin to prepare | 


a camp under the cannon of the laſt- men- 


tioned town, for eight battalions and thirty 


_ ſquadrons, pointing out the ſpot where 
__ would have it placed. I ordered him, like- 


wiſe, to get every thing in readineſs for the 
reception of his majeſty, for whoſe reſi- 


dence, and that of the royal family, I deſ- 
iined a caſtle ſituated behind the camp; this 
was alſo to ſerve as head- - quarters, as I did 
not wiſh to ſhut the king up in a town, ald 
| thought him ſafer with his army. J ſent 
general Heyman to fetch two regiments of 


huſſars who were on the Sarre, fearing leſt 


they ſhould be prevented from reaching 
Miontmedi, by the movement which 1 fore- 
ſawy this event would occafion both among 
the troops of the different garriſons and 
8 among the people. * pointed out to him a 
eroſs road, by Which he might avoid Metz, 
wee _ Longys NO which . 
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horſes of that regiment ſaddled at the be 
ginning of the night, and to hold himſelf 
in readineſs to march at break of day; I 
| likewiſe ordered him to detach fifty men, 


Sto: take their ſtation at a place between 
Stenay' and Dun by ten o'clock in the 
morning, there to await the arrival of his 


* C * | e 
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<a common. road lay. I left 3 1791. 

d' Hoffelize at Stenay, with the regiment of 
royal Allemand, ordering him to have the 


Tov M. 4s de 1 gave ey ant $ 


addreſſed by the king to the commanders of 


the different detachments, OH HPO | 


to: eDAL the ſame day, June the a0th, ak | 


fifty /huſſars, drawn from the — 


Varennes, to Pont du Somvele; to remain 


there the 21ſt; and as ſoon as the courier 
ede the king ſhould arrive, 

to quit that place for the purpoſe of diſtri- 

buting to the different commanders of the 5 


who was to rec 


troops ſtationed on the road, who as yet 


n ee of the real- object for Which 


| 
| 
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199t. The * at Varennes he was ordered to 
place without the town, on that ſide where 
8 the king was. expected to approach, I de- 
ſired him to give me notice of his majeſty's 
was to ſend him, one of whom was my 
ſecond ſon, whoſe inſtructions were to re- 
main quiet at the inn where the horſes in- 
4 _ tended for the king were, not to ſtir * 
nor — ——_— de Gogui 


Wich . to _ Jas to on my 
| Ao between Dun and Stenay, there to 
Wuait for the king wih a relay; af my own 

Hhuorſes, and a detachment from the regi- 

ment of royal Alle! which was to 

ae Montmedi: the reſt of 
the regiment was intended td follow after. 
I: likewiſe gave it in charge to M. de Go- 
Aullas, ta inform the commandere of the 
different. — that if his majeſty 
tho de recogniſed, and there ſhould 
be no movement among the people, that 
| abend ſaſleschita mae | 


* 


* 


THE FRENCH REVOLUTION. 


— after, to follow him to Montmedi; 


1791. 


but on the contrary, ſhould the king be 


ſtopped, they were directed immediately 
to apprize me of the event, to unite their 
ſeveral forces, and under the command of 


M. de NN * *, uſe their utmoſt efforts to : 
HOO CONES. Ox 


F x 
A. * 


A1 theſe Aiſpolitions, to aol . minute 


3 had been agreed upon with his 


majeſty; he was likewiſe informed of che 
place where Þ was to take my ſtation, in 


order, with ec to aſſemble my troops, 
and march | to his aſſiſtance if circumſtan. tances 


ſhould. require it. — avery ar 


ent being completed, and happily, 


1 any ſuſpicion in the minds 


of the of the neighbouring towns 


and villages, at nine o'dlock in tlie evening 
I ſet out from Stenay. On my arrival at 


Dun, knowing the diſaffection of the in- 


— Kablitanits, 1 would not enter the town, but 
remained on horſeback near the gate; I 
| imagined that the 22 would reach this 


—— — — — — — 


r . . ꝗ ] 2 a nd 
R wy 5 * 
* t 
* 
. 
: 
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1 79 1. and that the courier would arrive before him 
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at leaſt r near two hours. : 


* 


4; _ F 5 0 waited till it was four 
_ o'clock, when day-light beginning to ap- 


pear, without having heard any news of 
the king, J haſted back to Stenay, that I 
might give my orders to general Klinglin 
and the regiment of royal Allemand, in 
caſe any accident had happened to the king 


which it was in my power to remedy. In 
about half an hour I arrived at Stenay, 
-when juſt as I reached the gate, the two 
| officers whom I had ſent to Varennes, and 
to my great aſtoniſhment) the commander 
of che ſquadron of huſſars ſtationed in that 


town, came to inform me, that about half 
paſt eleven the king had been arreſted there. 


If I was ſurpriſed to ſee the commander of 
the huſſars come to announce this news, 


I was not leſs ſo that it was brought ſo 


late. On queſtioning them relative to the 
| | cauſes: which had led to this event, all I 
| could learn was, that the troops, employed 
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*fiblig received this TP IRR I re- 


ſolved to put myſelf at the head of the re- 


. giment of royal Allemand, which conſti- 


tuted my principal force, and march to the - 
king's deliverance, purpoſing to attend him 
to Montmedi, in order to protect him from 
the town of Stenay, which was diſaffected,. 


and that of Sedan, which was ſtill more dan- 
gerqus on account of the diſpoſition of its 


numerous inhabitants and its garriſon. Ac- 


cordingly, I ordered the above regiment 
quickly to mount theirhorſes; generalKling- 


lin was directed to march to Stenay with 


two ſquadrons, and to remain there; to ſend 
abattalion of the Germanregiment of Naſſau, 


which was at Montmedi, to Dun, for the pur- 


Poſe of guarding the paſſage of the Meuſe, 
which was an object of great importance : : 
and to direct towards Stenay the Swiſs 
my of C Caſtella, n its march to 

„% 1 * 115 Montmedi: 


duty they told me, that the people on 295 * 
hearing the alarm had flown to arms, and 
that the national guards were e Hocking from 
all 22 5 to Varennes, 


| 
| 
| 
1 
| 
k 
| 
| 
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— Montmedi: laſtly, I commanded part of 
a ſquadron of huſſars which were at Dun, 


and the detachment from the regiment of 


royal Allemand poſted between that town 
and Stenay, to march with all ſpeed to Va- 


rennes, imagining that they might at leaſt 


prevent tlie national guards of the en- 
virons from forming a junction with thoſe 
of the town. The commander of this 


8 ſquadron. of huſſars, however, had not 


waited my orders, for he ſet <Fthe mo- 
ment he heard of the ORE" 8 pn 


Having! his TY my arrangements, 1 
aa waited for the regiment of royal Al. 


lemand, which was a long while in leaving 
the town, though the preceding evening I 
bad ordered them to be ready to mount 


before break of day. In vain did I ſend 


f ; my ſon five or ſix ſeveral times to haſten 


the commander: I could undertake no- 


thing without this regiment, and I confeſs 


I confided in none but myſelf to lead it. 


As ſoon as it Was clear of the town, I 
Ts bc the e king was ar- 
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read them his majeſty's orders which en- 
joined the military to eſcort him, and to 


| uſe their utmoſt exertions for the protec- 
tiofi .of himſelf and the royal family. 4: 
found them all-in. the beſt diſpoſition ima- 


ginable, and having diſtributed among 


34 
| reſted by the people at Varennes, and how 1791. 
—— 


them four hundred louis d'ors, I placed + ? | 


_ myſelf, at their head, and began my 


march. From Stenay to Varennes'is about 
five-ind-twenty miles, through a moun- 


tainous country where the roads are ex- 
tremely bad. I now regretted having been 
ſo late informed of the king's detention. 
I might have been appriſed of the event 
two hours ſooner, had a meſſenger been 
ſent the inſtant of his arrival at Varennes, 


J actually began my march. I Was in 
deſpair at the time lyſt, not that I was 
a raid of no longer finding the royal family 
at Varennes; I did not conceive. it poſſible 


that the municipality of that town would 


dare to compel bbs king to return to Paris; 


conſequently might have ſet, off at three | 
o clock inſtead of five, the hour at Which 
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and I ſuppoſed regard had at leaſt been 


which directed after the king ſhould have 


paſſed, that no couriers ſhould be per- 


mitted to go the road of Clermont or Va- 


: rennes, conſequently that no orders could 


from the obſtacles. which, from the delay 
in the arrival of the aſſiſtance I was bring- 
ing, might ariſe either to his majeſty's de- 


liverance, or to his ſafety in purſuing his | 
rout ; difficulties and. dangers which 1. 
knew were every moment increaſing, and 


in e uſed wu SAGA mm. 


they had been ſtopped at the entrance of 
a wood by the natipnal guards, who were 


: ia a Gr diſtance. "VIP ae; | 
5 onda the detachment from the royal 


Allemand which I had ſent on before ; 


| firing on them. Having' diſperſed theſe, 


reſt of the regiment, arrived about a quar- 


S a . 
2h * 


have been tranſmitted from the national 
aſſembly. All my uneaſineſs proceeded 


I placed myſelf at the head of the detach- 
ment, and being cloſely followed by the 


- 
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ter paſt nine near Varennes, | I was pro- 1 79%, 


ceeding. to 'reconnoitre the place with a 
view of attacking it, when without the 


town I perceived a troop of huſſars, which 
proved to be part of the ſquadron poſted 
at Dun; they had marched to the king's 
aſiſtance, but had not been able to gain 
admittance into the town. M. Deſlongs, 
who commanded them, came to me, and 
acquainted me, that the king had been 
gone from Varennes full an hour and a 


half. It was then half paſt nine: he told 
me that he had been into the town, and 


had ſpoken to the king : that he had de- 


manded his majeſty's orders, and had in- 
formed him, that I was on the way with 
ſome troops, requeſting him to wait my 
arrival: his majeſty's reply was, I am a 
+ priſoner, I can now give no orders; 

* only tell M. de Bouille, that I am afraid 
it is out of his power to render me any 


* eſſential aſſiſtance, but that I hope he 
ill do all he can.” M. Deſlongs told : 


me, that the people and municipality, on 
the ea of one of M. de la Fayette's 


«oF: 


\ 4 


Ci 5 5 aides- 
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1791. aides-de-camp, had compelled. the kivg to 
— re- enter the carriage in which he had 


\ 


travelled, and return to Paris; and that 
already he muſt be at 4 great diſtance, 
He added, that when be reached Va- 


rennes with his detachment, he found 


£5 the. bridge broken down, and ſought 


ſome place where the river was ford- 
able, but unſueceſfully; upon which 
be had addreſſed himſelf to the national - 


guards poſted behind the bridge, requeſt, 


ing that his detachment might be ſuffered 
5 to enter the town: this Was refuſed, and 


all he could obtain was permiſſion to enter 


alone, for the purpoſe of ſpeaking to bis 
: majeſty, having firſt received an aſſurance 


from them, that they would ſuffer him to 
return when he deſired it, M. Deſlongs 


confirmed what. I had before been told, 
that the huſſars ſtationed in Varennes had 
been corrupted, that the dragoons at Cler- 
mont had refuſed to march, and that the 
bing had been arreſted about half paſt 


eleven, whilſt ſeeking the relay which he 


. not been able to find. All che er. 
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\ 


THE FRENCH REVOLUTION. | 


eumſtances of this affair appeared to me a yk. 
, myſtery, nor could I form any idea of the 33 


cauſes which had led to them. I aſked 
him if he bad ſeen M. de Na+ * 
M. de Goguilas, and count Charles de 
Damas. He told me that all three of 
them had been put under arreſt; that the 
- two former had arrived with their detach» 
ments about- half an hour after the king, 


but that the huſſars they. commanded. had 
joined thoſe at Varennes ; he faid that M. 
de Damas came ſoon afterwards, accom- 
panied only by two or three commiſſioned 
and a few non-commiſſioned officers, his 
dragoons having refuſed to follow him. 
It now appeared to me, that the diſpoſi- 
tions agreed upon had not been obſerved, 


and that my orders had not been exe- 
euted; though I could ben no ee Ft 


_ me ae of this of deg HS gen 


tx 
{ #4 


eee the Re of Fatal Alle 
mand arrived, and I propoſed to general 


d' Hoffelize and the other officers to croſs 
* river, and follow the king's carrtage 


= three 
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three or four leagues, to he if we could 


nm . overtake it. 1 ſent. ſome light horſe both 


% 


above and below the town, to examine 


where the river was fordable, and though 


there certainly were places where it might 
be paſſed, yet they could not be found, 
TI faw many national guards under arms. 
in Varennes, and we were now informed 
that the garriſons. of Metz and Verdun 
were in full march towards that town 
with their cannon: the troops which 
compoſed the latter, indeed, were already 
at no great diſtance; the national guards 
| throughout the whole country were in 
motion, and now. all ſeemed loſt: even 


the cavalry under my command expreſſed 
4 reluctance to proceed any farther, F 


determined then to lead the ręgiment of 
royal Allemand back to Stenay, and hav- 
ing diſpoſed of it in the town, the muni- 
cipality being aſſembled for the purpoſe 
of iſſuing an order for my arreſt, 1 ſet 
out for eee carats phage Ll all 


da 
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| had already been given to prevent us 1791. 
from paſſing; we however forced our 3 


way, er ſaluted with ſome muſket 
not. 


The particulars of this event are fully 


detailed in a proces verbal which I cauſed 
to. be drawn. up 'by the _ officers of the 
huſſars Who were at Varennes, when the 
king was diſcovered: M. Bertrand de 
Moleville likewiſe, to whom I have com- 
| municated it, has inſerted this proces ver- 
bal in his Private Memoirs lately publiſhed, 
ſo that to repeat it here . 1 think, be 

uſeleſs. . 55 „ 


*. 


"an! my ; departure fas. Bp” _ 


have learned from M. de Damas and other. 
perſons. worthy of credit, that che king 


left the Thuilleries about midnight in a 


common coach; that madame Elizabeth 
and madame Royale, who arrived firſt, 
ſaw La Fayette paſs acroſs the  Carouzel, 
where the carriage. deſtined for the king 
Was waiting; P that at the moment the 
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1791. queen and dauphin, who followed the 
| ” King, arrived, La Fayette was ſeen to paſs 
a ſecond time; he ſeems. to have had ful. 
picions, but not to have known any thing 
certain. I could never diſcover the rea- 
fon why no couriers preceded the king's | 
carriage, as he had three gardes du corps 
 Uſguiled' as domeſtics, two of whom were 
conſtantly ſeated on the coach-box. The 
harneſs of his majeſty's coach breaking 
neut Montmirel, occafioned a delay of 
4 Hours, At ſeveral places” on the 
road his majeſty ſhewed himſelf,” particu- 
| hrly at Chalons, where he was recogniſed 
by the poſt- maſter, who being an honeſt 
man kept ſilence. On his arrival at Pont 
du Somvele, the King found no detach- 
| ment there, M. de N * * and” M. de 
 Goguilas having withdrawn' it about half 
an hour before; the reaſon alſigned for 
this condutt bv che former (for 1 have 
never fince ſeen M. de Gopuilas) was, 
that as there had a few days before been 
-4-7 inſurrection of the people in this. place, 
1 the preſence of the buffarg had given them 
VCC . uncaſineſs; 
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elapſed at which the king ſhould pals, 
they had thought i it prudent to retire and 
return to Varennes. But he never ex- 
plained to me his motives for informing 
the detach 


Place till after the king's arrival there. 


might be paſſing that way ? Why, on his 
_ antival at Varennes, did he ſuffer himſelf 


to be known by the national guards, 
aud deliver his detachment into their 
hands, inſtead of attacking and ae 5 


both them and the people who 


Lay, why did he not 
w the event? e 


4 3 to "what, 3 | 
erns the king. At St. Menehoud he X- 
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unneaſineſs; and further, thinking the time 17014 
—— 


nents at Clermont and St. Mea 
nehoud, that the king was no longer to be 
expected, or for taking an indirect road 


1 was the occaſion of his not reaching that 


Why did he not leave part of his troops 
upon the road to ſtop any couriers wha 


the king, at that time few in number? 
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” recogniſed : by the poſt- maſter, who 


dared not take any meaſures then to 


ſtop him, the horſes being already put to 


che carriage andd juſt ſetting off; but he 


diſpatched his ſon to Varennes for the 


purpoſe of informing the municipality 
that the king was coming that way: at 


St. Menchoud he was known too by the 


commander of the detachment placed 
. there, who, gave orders to his troop to 
mount their horſes; but the national 
guards Arwen likewiſe learned what was 
going forward, placed a detachment be- 
fore the door of the ſtables, from whence 
they would. not ſuffer them to take their 
N horſes. . The g perſon who gained 
poſſeſſion of his horſe and eſcaped, was 
a mardchal. de. gie, who: diſcovering the 
1 1 poſt-maſter's:ſon, the too famous Drouet, 25 
5 as he was ſetting off for Varennes, fol- 
loved him ſome hours with the intention 
either to ſtop or kill him; but loſt ſight of 
him in a wood, and did not reach Va- 
| rennes N r Him BALLS, 2s 
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At Clermont, count: Charles de: Damas 1792. 

| knowing the king, ordered his two ſqua -- 
drons to mount; but this order was coun- | 
termanded by one from the municipality, 
which the ſoldiers obeyed, and M. de 


Damas with three others ſet off for Vas - 


rennes, where they arrived after the king's 


L- arreſt, His majeſty reached the laſt- men- 


tioned town about half paſt eleven at 
night? - aſtoniſhed at having never ſeen 
either M. de N. + „ or M. de Gogullas, 
and at not finding the "horſes" 6f the for- 


mer, which were to ſerve him as à relay, 
he ſtopped at the entrance of the town. 


The gardes as corps who were upon the 


bott of the carriage, went from gate to 


gate inquiring after the relay, which M. 


de Goguilas had Placed: at the other ex-· 
tremity of the town: the queen herſelf 


alighted to gain information concerning 
it: at laſt, after many promiſes and in- 


treaties, the poſtillion was perſuaded to go 


onwards. The carriage was firſt ſtopped 


under an arch only by eight or nine ruf- 


7 whom. the gardes du corps were ; i 


"TOMS bart 
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1791. ring to oppoſe, but were forbid by the 


© MEMOIRS; nELATING 0 


nia: his majeſty was then conducted 


into a neighbouring houſe, where he was 


immediately known; the municipal offi- 
cers came to the ſpot, the tocſin was 
founded, che national guards collected, as 


well from the place, as from the whole 
country round. The king converſed with 
the mayor and municipal officers with 
, great condeſcenſion and ſome firmneſs: 


he aſſured them that he had no intention 


to leave the rien: but only to go to 


Montmedi, there to be with his troops in 
hopes of view quiet and liberty; and 


concluded by requeſting they would per- 
mit him to continue his journey: this 


they declined, though in a reſpectful 


5 manner; telling him they were obliged to 


wait the orders of the aſſembly. The 


major part of them expreſſed regard for 


him, and ſome even eee e real 
or wen . 


. "WY meantime: couriers were et. | 
mae to 0 . * all the 
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urge garriſon towns, announcing the event 179 "I 
ol his majeſty's flight, and informing. them OL 


that I was marching with troops to his 
reſcue. The commander of the ſquadron 


of huſſars at Varennes, a young man, being 


not yet acquainted by M. de Goguilas with 
che object for which he was ſtationed there, 
thought he was only intended to eſcort a 


ſum of money; in conſequence, he had not 
aſſembled his troop : his huſfars were 
mingled with the people, and When he 
ordered them to form themſelves, they re.. 
fuſed to obey. The two officers: whom SE 


| had ſent to Varennes had, according to or- 
ders, remained cloſe within the inn where 


the'king's horſes were, waiting for M. de 


Goguilas, and i or OG 
"one 


88 85 8 


'Þ 


the king 8 arreſt, M. de Goguilas and M. 


— Re aan 


- 


de NY reached Varennes, and were 


recogniſed by the national gũards, who ob- 


liged their detachment to diſmount, before 
they would permit them to enter the toten. 
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They now demanded to be Ad 0 Me 


TER ” King, which was granted. His majeſty 


told them to remain quiet,” and make 1 no at- 

tempt to reſcue” him from” "His tuation dy 
force; + He obſerved, that Ffhieuld have time 
to come to his affiſtance; belides,” added he, 
from che manner im which the principal 


members of the municipality have ſpoken 


to me, I have reaſon to believe that T ſhall 
be füffered to continue my Journey. in- 
deed, for a few moments, 'theſ& men 
ſeemed undeter and the king eil! 


* | tf 
1 5-4 9; 


had his doubts, ether they would walt 


for inſtruckions from Paris. M. de Goguilas 
then went out, and addreſſing himfelf to 


ce huſfars, "aſked chem, ham" they 


„ 


& were for?” upon which; they eried out 
unanimoufly, The nation; for that we 


Dare, and ever will be.“ Immediately, 
zue of tlie national guards placed hiruſelf 
| at'Uſe Hou of "theſe huſſats, and the com- 


inder ef them having joined the two of- 
ficers whom T had ſent to Varennes, ea 


S 


to eme near the Perſon of the king, hav- 1791, 
ing been fired on in the attempt. About 
ſeven in che morning, an aide-de-camp ar- 
tived from M. de la Fayette, bringing an 
order 'to-the municipality, by whichithey , 
were enjoined to ſend the king back to 
e M. Deſlong's again demanding 
huis majeſty's orders, he a ſecond time re- 

plied, I am a priſoner, W e 
Ades aeg I N ono 


3 
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uh dre; the en J have Sidi 
able to collect of this melancholy affair, of 
the ſucceſs of which, as may have been 
ſeen, I never entertained the leaſt hopes. 
Ithink it neceſſary to add, that at the time 
it was undertaken both people and troops 
were enraged even to madueſs againſt the 
ſovereign; » at Metz, and Verdun in parti- 
cular, this diſpoſition was evident. A 
matching from the former of theſe places 

for Varennes, the cannoneers told their of. 
ficers, hom they had compelled to follow _ 
| them, that tlie 1 W eat 
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1791. the Ae 8 carriage, and the ſecond at them, 
Mey if 7 8 0 80 did not e elt . : 


© Þ O my doh at 1 
: _ kindly received. Here I remained ſome 
time, but was ſurpriſed to find that the 
emperor had ordered no troops into this 
quarter. In eee itſelf, though a 
place of ſuch importance, there were not 
more than three at men, and thoſe 
"recruits and invalids, nor were there any 
other troops in the neighbourhood. I was, 
indeed, informed, that the government of 
wm the Low Countries had received an order 
3 from the emperor, to ſupply the king with 
| — "whatever forces he ſhould require, and to 
furniſh him with ſuch ſums as he 8 


Nerd e the Ee 1 r aut 


en, 


„ 


1 now de ah MonGeur, the king” $ 
beate and Madame, were arrived at 
Bruſſels. This circumſtance affſorded me 
great ſatisfaction, as I had been much 
ne on Rag account. Os were to 
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leave the Thuilleries an hour after the king, 
and propoſed taking the route of Flanders, 


without having adopted any extraordinary 
1 to n their 28 00 on the road. 


When I. . e loony forcibly 


truck with the perilous ſituation of the king 


and royal family, and even apprehenſive 


for their lives, I thought it my duty to 


write a letter to the national aſſembly, in 


which I accuſed myſelf as the perſon who 


\ * 2 


had perſuaded his majeſty into the meaſures 


he had adopted, telling them it was in com- 


pliance with my earneſt ſolicitation that he 


had 3 to quit Paris, and retire to 


his faithful troops upon the frontiers. 1 
thought it right at the ſame time to add, 


359 
1791. 


that ſhould they offer any violence to his 


. majeſty's. perſon or liberty, or even fail in 
their duty and reſpect to him, they had 
every thing to fear from the vengeance of | 


all the e in Aan, with him. 
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791. igtended for no other purpoſe than to turn 
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5 = upon myſelf that torrent of popular fury, 


which I feared might prove fatal to the 
ag and royal family. -I wiſhed, likewiſe, 
to intimidate the numerous enemies of that 
Prince and the monarehy. For this ſtep, 
however, T have' been ſeverely cenſured by 
all Parties, who have imputed it to a ſpirit 
of thodomontade, whilft I was under the 
iiifloence of the emotions of fury, and ven- 
geance: but how was it poſfible my motives 
could be ſo miſeonſtrued? Had I not been 
actuated by a defire to ſave the king, and 
had not that been my only object, ſhould 
I have been ſo abſurd as to announce that 
Foreign armies were upon the point of en- 
_ tering! France, when I faw no diſpoſitions 
. for ficki@>jpirpaſe? ſhould I have uttered 
chreats, which I Knew at that time it was 
bee dle to put in prafitice? mould I have 
_ Upoled” myſelf - not only to proſeription 
and perſecution, which I knew would ex- 
tend to all that belonged to me, but likewiſe 
do che fury of my enemies; thole' enemies 


Pho, L was certain, would r | 
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- rage, and who! did, devs 10 1791. 
_ bug mw fix a Hg n 5 15 0 r 


* 


But to return to 0  ubjeR. "aut the | 
beginning of July I learned with great fa- 
tisfaction, that no apprehenſions need; be 

the royal family; and that the duke f 
Orleans, at the head of the Jacobins, had 

been unable either to engage the aſſembly | 
to pronounce. the king's depoſition, or to 
perſuade them to bring him to a trial. 
Indeed, if they adhered to the Principles 
al their conſtitution, they could ne neither do 
one nor the other. The king, it is true, 
was reſtricted by che laws from going more 
chan twenty leagues from Paris, but in caſe 
he exceeded thoſe limits, it was enncted, 
chat he ſhould be firſt cited to return within 
the preſcribed bounds, and it was only on 
his refuſal that he could be declared ta have 
forfeited the throne. However, he had in 
th pierre inſtance been "arreſted - and 
brought priſoner to Paris, which Wis a 
wat * of their” own” ſtatutes; 
| | | but ; 


— 
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1791. but Abel Conde nad hee been one 
— tiſſue of inconſiſtencies, being guided in 


| my ard 54 a 11 e = | dei 
1 n hy pda u at e en I 
| , bende the decree pronounced by the aſ- 
| | | ſembly againſt me, and all thoſe who were 
. 


| OD thought to have any way aſſiſted in the 

= Fing's flight. I ſhall inſert it here, as it 
= tends to prove that the aſſembly entered into 
| e my views, and that the leading members 
| | 


| of it, ſuch as the Lameths, Barnave, Du- 
| port, Beauharnois, at that time preſident, 
| by no means wiſhed for the total abolition 
. of the monarchy, but, touched with com- 
| paſſion for their ſovereign, reſolved to ſhield 


wum from the fury of the Jacobins, by ac- 
1 W me as ENG 888 0 oft _ —_ 
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4 of the conſtitution, of reſearch, of re- 1791. 
4 ports, of reviſion, and of criminal ju-— 
e xiſprudence, and found the reſult of | 
their inquiries to be, that the Sieur 
Bouillé, general of the French army 
upon the Meuſe, the Sarre, and the Mo- 
“ ſelle, has formed the deſign of over- 
turning the conſtitution; that with this 
„view, he has endeavoured to form to 
* himſelf a party in the kingdom, and has 
« ſolicited and executed orders not counter- 
* ſigned as directed by law; that he has in- 
« vited the king-and royal family to one 
« of the towns under his command, has 
14 diſpoſed of detachments, and marched 
4 troops towards Montmedi, near which 
town he had prepared a camp; has tried 
to corrupt the ſoldiers, enticed them to 
«deſert in order to join him, and has ſo- | 
«© jicited foreign powers to invade the 
Las dan territories: Ae | 


— 


+=. 2 8 ” = * 


„ 


Om « xt; Thar POP is n of accuſa- 
. een the Sieur Bouillé, his accom- 
BF *f{ plices and adherents, and that his trial 
« hal take place before the high national 


t. e a 
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— court, ſitting at Orleans; 
' &, that for this purpoſe, the evidence pro- 


duced to the national aſſembly ſball be 


L ttanſmitted do the — 448 


6, accuſer: to that trĩbunal. 
Ne DAG dunn a Ale * n 


nh; 2d, That.h it likewiſe . 


; e eee dense that the Sieurs 


22 - and; d: Hoffelize, 
amp 8 of M. | 
eee adiutant-general; 
5 « Boy uille,, „Junior, es huſſars; "oa 


of the a agen "RY, Valory, de 
2 Malden, and des 1 utter, | 


Ligardet du corps; are accuſed; af ch being 


5 f ground for; ac 4 


1 


« prixy t the plot, and having. favoured 
he defigns, of the Sieur Bouillé; the 

national aſſembly decrees, that there, is 
ton-againſtithem, and 
£, that. they ſhall be arraigned mc 
"Wi high national provi onar. cdurt. ö 
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: fame town, the tribunal of which is 
4 alone charged with Wl n of 
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n zd, The national aſſembly orders, that 225 
« the perſons mentioned in the preceding 

” articles, who are or may be hereafter 

& atteſted,” be conveyed under a good and 
te ſecure guard to the prifons of Orleans; | 
#" and that the proceedings begun before 
e the tribunal” of the firſt arrondi emen of 
« Paris, or before any other tribunal, be 
14 ſent, together with the” accuſed, to the 


* this on." 1 98 


1 : * , » * 8 4 
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* ah; The national | aſſembly Ani 
that the Sieurs Damas, Dandouin, Val- 


« court,” Moraſfin, Talon, Floxiac, and 


105 Rémy; the Sieurs Larour, Heutenant in 


 ® the firſt regiment of dragoons; Pahoudy, 


e ſub-lieutenant in the Swiſs regiment of ; 


« Caſtella; Brige, equerry to the king; and | 
„ madame Tourzel; remain in a ſtate of 
<« arreſt till the informations be taken, i 
' Sen.” which e lot is to W 1 
„ 3 8 Sol Ns 
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| 5 . e with this 3 I e A 
: how from M. le V* de Beauharnois. It 
was without any ſignature: but I have ſince 

W received unequivocal proofs. that it was 
= written by that gentleman, who was a mem- 
 ' ber of the national aſſembly, and preſident 
| at the time of the king's arreſt, and who 

| afterwards, in 1793, commanded the French 
army on the Upper Rhine, againſt the 
4 duke of Brunſwick, This letter, which 1 
wiak it incumbent on me to inſert, will 
ſhew chat he clearly entered into the mo- 
tives which led me to write to the aflembly; 

£5 ped, whilſt it ſerves to juſtify my conduct 
in that affair, it affords information of ſome 
. very intereſting particulars, which diſplay 
| 5 ks the opinion entertained by the principal 
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4 1 enter on the ſubject of this letter, 1 will 1791. 


« frankly tell you what I think of you, A 


that you may ſee what kind of a man 
6 you have to deal with, W 18 all "ou 
. en know of me. 


I have ever cine you; Ut your 


to poſſeſs great talents, great courage, 
and, whatever your enemies may ſay to 
the contrary, great rectitude and inte- 
* grity. Lou were no friend to a revolu- 
tion ſo extenſive. I am of a different 
„ manner of thinking, and with the ex- 


which you may gueſs, I love mr part 
= of our r conſtitution. 


— 


Fw ws king as you 8 that from a 
« greater or leſs degree of connection be- 
teen the king and aſſembly, ſome ſettled 


ception of three or four great changes, 


conduct in a recent. affair has made no. 5 
change in my ſentiments. I know you 


— 


order of things might reſult, you ſerved | 


the conſtitution, though you did not ad- 


* mire 4, but when IM tought you oy 
„ EO, An 8 the 


oy 8 i 
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bans. Hin aſſembly. unde 


- MEMOIRS AELATING 10 | 
- the "dominion of 2 


* _— “faction, and hurried beyond the limits of 


« « the people*; HLſtly,, when La Fayette 


the conſtitution itſelf had made; when 


dhe very partiſans of the aſſembly refuſed 


* to acknowledge the authorities it had 


8 e and the king and royal family 


e were inſulted, and treated as priſoners by 


was obliged to give in his reſignation, 
« becauſe at the peril of his life he had en- 


« . deavoured, without  ſuccels,. to enforce 


6 * obedience. to the laws: when you were 


1 « witneſs to theſe enormities, you imagined 


„that we were operating our own ruin; 


chat France was on the brink of deſtruc- 
2 . tion, and chat ſome ſignal blow muſt be 


« ſtruck to ſave her. Lou made the at- 
« tempt, and have failed; and now, after 


„ having taken a ſtep with reſpect to the 


« aſſembly, which Iam far from approv- 


ing, but which you thought neceſſary 
noche perſonal ſafety of che king and 


$6; rg you are eee Kam to 
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it vivrlelf a party, for the purpoſe of mak- 1791. | 


u ing ſome attempt upon France, which; 


 * ſhould. you. ſucceed, might rally round 


« you a ſtill greater number of malcontents; 


& and with theſe, aſſiſted perhaps by ſome 

5 foreign powers, you. propoſe to effect by 
'& force great and n bange 1 in 
0 a duft. 8 


« 8 
6D 198 


4 0 f 1 weak to A * your conſideration 
_ © a few reflegions on the means to which 


. eit have recourſe for the attainment of 
« an object which you conſider laudable : 
« « Jet me beg of you to give them atten- 


+ tion; they may, perhaps, be found not 
0 unworthy of it. I will firſt remind you 

0 of our paſt condition, and thall then 
| « e to ſpeak of what we now are. 


0 . « The national aſſerably, 1 in- 
0 « uenced 3 in its conduct by factious men, 
0 whoſe names will ever be held in abhor- 


* rerice. by all good Frenchmen, has for 


+ two years been labouring to form the 


wanne which is now nearly com- 
„ obs * 
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1791. © pleted. Theſe factions men had conſtant. 
ly a great number of followers com- 
.* poſed of the ignorant and che cowardly: 
* the ill conducted oppoſition which they 

4 met with from the tight ſide of the af- 
* ſembly only irritated the public mind, 
& conſequently had no other effect than to 
1 4 ſerve their infamous projects: the reſt of 
1 4 the patriotic fide of the aſſembly might 
* be divided into two claſſes of men, thoſe 
« who, acting without energy or any fixed 
5 . « principle, were ever ready to adopt the 
8 | "4 opinion of him who was moſt clamor- 

| «ous; and thoſe enlightened men who, 

9 difintereſted i in their views, and ſtedfaſt 
5 « in their principles, beheld with grief the 
« "moſt courageous and unremitted efforts 

„ ſometimes uſeleſs ; yet, cheriſhing li- 
berty as much as they deteſted faction, 
ſteadily purſued their object, the conſti- 
tution, notwithſtanding the [obſtacles 
they met with from their deſigning ene- 
„ mies. No one fo much as Mirabeau 
Vi "ER: to ſtrip theſe factions of their 
Oy. "Wis death, which I conſider 
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t ag a great national misfortune, and. 


« 


46 


0 


(e 


be 


6 


EO 


reaſon to lament, ſerved however to 
© haſten their diſgrace. - _ Their infernal 


« machinations, though they fixed an eter- 
nal ſtain upon the revolution, and hal 
nearly involved France in ruin, yet were 


attended with no advantage to themſelves; 


their deteſtable intrigues were conſtantly 
counteracted, particularly on the 5th. of 
October 1789, and they ſaw nothing 
before them but death and ignominy. 
Having long ſeen that the nation was 


verging towards deſtruction, they con- 


371 
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* which you more than any other have 


cluded that they ſhould be involved in : 


its ruin; this led them to change their 
plan of conduct; the anarchy and diſ- 
1 10 which they had excited to diſtract | 
their unhappy country, had long been 


+ prepared by men of whom they had con- 
ſtantly been conſidered the leaders; theſe 


. they now abandoned, and accuſed them 


as the authors of the misfortunes which 


« 


had happened to France. The king's 


.* ae from Paris followed: for the 1 
"1 WY 2 3 « purpoſe 
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1791. Sarge of re-eſtabliſhing their wed at 


that time annihilated, they availed them- 


e ſelves of that diſpoſition to union which 


L is ever produced in a party by the appre- 
Rod * henfion of any common danger; and 


« now they are reckoned in the number of 
4 thoſe whomoſt ardently deſire to ſee order 


& reſtored, and the executive power rein- 


« ſtated. This does not render them more 
& eftimable characters, but to ſave our 


* country every expedient muſt" be tried; 
- © true patriots do not refuſe their aſſiſtance, 


though at the ſame time they deteſt and 
" e the modi may —_ 


ae ni adn, 


6) Liked: examine the conduct which the 
4 national affembly purſues, and will 


purfae. Within fix weeks of the termi- 
« nation of its labours, it has unanimonſly 


- © reſolved, (with the exception of five or 


« fix extravagant members,) at the reviſion | 
« of the conſtitution, to make ſuch further 


6 * changes as are wiſhed for by all good 


* citizens; ; its then t to be propoſes for 
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40 1 . to * with perfect ur 


1 4 A 8 for the month of Auguſt 


« was propoſed, and the object of it was 


to excite in the king's favour a move- 


% ment which might again attach him to 
the conſtitution. There is reaſon to be- 
$;ieve that this meaſure will ſtill be put in 


execution. This conduct, adopted by 
2 the aſſembly towards both the king and 


0 the nation, (their intereſt being J believe 


« the ſame,) is in my opinion extremely 


prudent, particularly at this juncture, 


« when they muſt carefully avoid too Men- 


« ly thyarting the ſpirit of the provinces, 


« Which are yet much enraged againſt the 
4 king, though there is no doubt but his 


preſence hen he viſits them e 
neee + 0 l 


* 


4 „ once 3 Fs 8 L 
#. cho king can then viſit the different 


* TO 4 France, reinſtate himſelf in the 


GWàäàUlUL uy on 


= 86; aha; king's acceptance, after having de- 155 
„ ſired him to repair to what place he > 
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1 791. 46: affeftions of his people, and at his ! res 

wx « turn'to Verſailles or Paris he may re- 

ſume that liberty and ſplendour of 

„ which he n never to have been di- 
© veſted, . 115 ver?! wy f 92582 A 


2 N 153 


„ From this new and 8 eee 
45 « wil reſult the return of all our fugitive 
. countrymen, the mutual oblivion of 
« what is paſt, and that ſincere and cordial 
el reconciliation which the ſenſibility of the 
« French nation (by no means extinguiſhed 
* as ſome may imagine) impatiently looks | 
«for. In ſhort, diſorder, cruelty, and 
5 4 ee will give place to harmony, 
< happineſs, and peace. With what rap- 


ture do I Wey the proſpect! Who are 
6c: the enemies we {hall 1 Wh to fear? 


p 8 
* 
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2 4 . eas ane dex to lake 

| yet greater changes, but we will leave 
1 * them to time and the conſtitution itſelf; 

| e we ſhall not fail ſoon to perceive what 

4 is till deficient. No perſon is ignorant 

| 11 chat _ a woe has burſt aſunder its 

|! 3 „5 N „ (0 * chains, | 
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66 chaink and formed for itſelf a conſtitu- 


. tion, ſtill terrified at the deſpotiſm from 


«which it has juſt eſcaped, it leaves the 
t object of its apprehenſions deſtitute of 
4 every ſpecies of authority; but ſoon diſ- 
* guſted with anarchy, it has reſtored to 
4 the executive power that degree of au- 
* thority which enables it to ſecure the li- 
1 berty and happineſs of the community. 
The recent inſtance of America is a 
= nar of the Wee of ng ona 1 


1:4) ug not examine tha means L ima- 
„ gine you intend to adopt for the purpoſe 
« of re-eſtabliſhing in this country the or- 
der of things whi ch wo Ws - Theſe 
« means are force. . 


. 
— 


* = 
* 


ee Rite! dbſerrca in a W part. of | 
« this letter, that the aſſembly, when no 
longer led by faction, wWas divided into 
« two claſſes, one conſiſting of men pru- 
„ dent, brave, and enlightened, the other 
* of the fanatic or ill-intentioned, who aim 

* at” the ruin of the ſtate: the latter, 
„W 9. 4 fo OM though 


1791. 
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* — much ſuperior to the former in 
number, yet in time of danger are ſilent, 


and ſuffer themſelves to be guided by 
2 them. Jou know that thoſe who are 


©*/ moſt inſolent in proſperity are almoſt al- 


„ ways the moſt abje& in adverſity. The 
_ © aſſembly tlien, at leaſt in affairs of import- 


anee, is well directed; the appearance 
« of danger has called back to the helm 
60 thoſe brave and virtuous citizens who 
* ought. never to have quitted it; in this 


c 'reſpe& then your menaces have been of 


ſervice to us: but ſhould. you. perſiſt in 


putting thoſe, menaces in execution, they 
would produce an effe& exactly the re- 
1 verſe of what you deſire, which I believe 


© to be the happineſs of the king, on whom 
« at this time I am firmly perſuaded de- 

em. that of the nation. It will not be 
a to convince you of the truth of 

what 1 here * e CS 
E ein 16208 © $50 
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In 


«attempt at this time be made from with- 320% 


out upon France; it would be the means 
6. of rallying the people throughout every 
4 part of the kingdom, of throwing more 
„ power than ever into the hands of the 
national afſembly, and augmenting the 
e reſentment | againſt the king. Thoſe 
© brave and well-intentioned men, who at 
s tlus time direct the aſſembly, would then 
„ think themſelves bound in honour to 
* ſupport” the exiſting conſtitution, and 
« would be afraid to attempt thoſe changes 
* which they deſire, leſt they ſhould” be 
«accuſed of weakneſs and puſillanimity: 
*. you would thus compel them to quit the 


ecirele in which they wiſh to move, and 
. unite themſelves to a ſet of factious 5 


. men, whom they deteſt equally with 
8 yourſelf,” and whom they are now on 
20 We yu of cruſhing. e irs 


« y 1 will fuppoſe, thin notwithſtand- 
ing this union vou ſhould finally be 


„ conqueror; {till you are certain that 
2 "Ry muſt de Purchaſed with 1 55 = 
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1791. & of FOE! i in the interim their 
kr majeſties may be expoſed to the greateſt 
danger; perhaps even fall by the hand 
60 Lan ſome aſſaſſins in the pay of thoſe | 
foreign powers who r ate had 15 85 
l bene N us. 
— 1 mill, again. Cs Fey — 
* 8 think, though Jam of a different 
opinion) that this unanimity * | 
_ 5: appears; to prevail throughout 
ee is only the effect of a mo- 
. — and not nadel 
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: _ on Perf uadec Et BY n be 
. for. your intereſt to defer the attempts 
. L imagine vou ta be meditating. againſt 
5 * France, till the approaching ſpring; 
e when, the preſent effetveſeence of the 
public mind being once paſſed, it will 
de more eaſy to execute your projects ; 
„chile in the meantime vou will. ſee 

« what turn our affairs take; and, that 
. * vl will act prudently i in n 

5% * upon N till * period. 5 
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A ſtep like this from a man who con- 


no ſmall ſurpriſe, and you will endea- 
« your to find out the motive which led 
to it. In times like theſe, I can eaſily 
conceive that diſtruſt is your prevailing 
ſentiment, conſequently that this letter 


will exeite ſuſpicions in ycur mind but 


. to remove theſe I appeal to yourſelf. 
E Reflect well, and ſee if it be poſſible . 


can be actuated by other motives than 


„Heaven to witneſs IL have ever endea- 
„ voured to promote; my attachment to 
my ſovereign, whoſe, misfortunes none 
more ſincerely compaſſionate thai 

4 ſelf; and the perſonal eſteem Which I 


ROT 3 vou; be aſſured that per- | 


+ ſonal fear has no part in what Lam 


£, now doing; ſuch a ſentiment never. 


entered my mind, and ſhould you at 


* much as 11. eſteem you, I ſhould be 


* one of the an and moſt anden 15 


h PP: vou b Has 
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-my- 


the head of an army enter France, 


& ceals his name will doubtleſs cauſe you 


PP 1291. May the conſiderations which I have 
now laid before you prove conform. 
| able to your on manner of. ee 
* n is he moſt fervent ie, 
0 * 271 fy 
. « P.8,-:What 1 hee dd is oy the 
. P « eat of ay wn actes bu as 
my ſituation enables me to become 
-| $-acquainted with he Ane of thoſe 
*..eftimable characters Who at this time 
* govern" the aſſembly, I can venture to 
aſſure you that theſe are exactly con- 
„s formable to my own; This letter 1 
have encloſed under cover, addreſſed 
. L to perſons Who, I hope, will carefully 
i deliver it. BY have likewiſe ſent a du- 
„ plicate of it by a different rout, in 
order to be perfectly aſſured it comes 
+, ſafe to hand. If you wiſh me to con- 
tinue to inform you from time to time 
„ of What is going forward among us, 
and of the ſtate of publie opinion 
« which has at preſent che greateſt fway, 
„ this information I will give you with 
< "ith and nnen . ſhould 
e 1 what 0 
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« what you learn from me have any 1791. 
« influence over the conduct you may 


« purſue, I ſhall. believe I have rendered 
« a great ſervice botli to my country and 


6 yourſelf ; this is the only reward ex- 


pect, and I ſhall think it a Seger 


&; 1 ee i 


a; 8 may naw the following: manner 
4% mene that my letter is received, 


„ and that you wiſh again to hear from 


me; write to the editors of the Fournal 


de la Cour et de la Ville, which is en- 


« tirely devoted to your party, Informing 


6 them that you wiſh. as ſoon as poſſible - 


ave inſerted in their publication the 


| « following article: M. de BH * has 
received the letter addreſſed to him on 
[the 10th of July 1791, and wiſhes the 


« continuance of that correſpondence : : 


coming from you, ſuch-a requeſt will | 


5 ' be een I with,” © 


' wit 4 carefully followed the ———— - 
given me, but never received a ſecond 
letter from M. Beauharnois. | 16 
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* e aer ny ſervices 
the empreſs of Ruſſia. — Letter of the 
king of Sweden.—1 viſit that monarch at 

Alix la Chapelle. — His projet in favour 
of the king of France. —Interview of the 
2 and the hang of Pruſſia —Decla- 
ration f Pilnits.—Plans of the emperor 
go king — ee * 
fairs wo France. 


FU R the king's 3 at 8 the 

emigration, which had hitherto been 
eee among the members of the 
firſt orders of the ſtate, became now gene- 


ral; it even extended to the reſpectable 


part of the citizens, who were. alarmed at 


the licentious conduct of the people. With- 


in the ſpace of a few months after I had left 


the kingdom, almoſt all the officers of the 


. Wien their 


ours, TOI eme 1g 
ie join 
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join the French princes at Coblentz, to 1791. 
which place they had retired; The no 
bility of the provinces, the major part 
followed by their wives and children, 
ſought in foreign lands an aſylum, aban- 
doning a country where the cry of pro- 
feription daily reſounded in their ears. 
The clergy almoſt in a maſs, and with 
them the chief members of the magiſtracy 
of France, ſought abroad for à refuge 
from perſecution. The grandees of the - 
kingdom had for the moſt part long ſince 
quitted it. Nobility, riches, even virtue 
itſelf was a crime in the eyes of the 
people. Every road in France was cover- 
ed with men, women, and children, who, 
| fearing to be buried under the ruins of 
the tottering monarchy, were abandoning 
a country which was: ſoon to  aiford een 
t but a tomb. Rn TTL 


"Hers let me be hangs to cite a | 
paſſage from Tacitus, which preſents. a — 
faithful picture of that horrible ſcene 
of crimes, . and FOOT 
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1791. his: long diſgraced France in the eyes 
— of all Europe. Corrupti in abominos fervi, 
m patronor liberti: et quibus detrat inimicus 
vpFeͤr amicoc oppreſi. Children in France 
were ſeen to become the accuſers of their 
fathers; and wives, having firſt betrayed 
their huſbands, flew to the arms of their 
| | enemies: friend denounced friend, and 
|  - ' tha domeſtic, grown grey in the ſervice 
- ' of his maſter, delivered him into the 


| | hands of the executioner. Yet, amid this 


general depravity, inſtances of virtue were 
not wanting 2. Mothers accompanied 
their children into exile; and wives their 
huſbands; children reſolved to follow the 
lot of their fathers; and the generous 
kinſman, the ſincere friend, the faithful 
ant now nen a OP? which 


— ——————— Ox. RHO — 
. ; - 
— * 


; LY ce "i tamen * Wu en dere 3 ut 
, non et bona exempla prodiderit. Comitatæ pro- 

| | : it fugos liberos matres; ſecutz maritos in exilia con- 
= 4 juges, propinqui audentes, conſtantes generi, con- 
=: 4 tumax etiam adyerſus tormenta ſervorum fides- 
„ Suptemz clatorum virorum necefſitates, ipfa neceſ- 
* fitas fortiter tolerata, et laudatis ee 
: ane exitus.“ Tacit. Aunal. 75 Te A 
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ſmewed that perſecution did but add to 751. 
their attachment. Characters the moſt — 4 
illuſtrious were ſeen ſtruggling with 
extfeme want, and ſupporting misfortune 
with dignity and courage; whilſt men 
diſtinguiſhed for their rank and talents, 
nay even their wives, bravely encountered 
. and met it with calinneſs n 


4 ende 1 FR nothing: which HTO 
any hoſtile preparations againſt France by 
foreign powers: the emperor | had not 
even yet concluded 4 peace with the 
Turks; hoſtilities, it is true, had ceaſed, 
but it was then impoſſible to foreſee that 
union which afterwards - took place be- 
tween the courts of Vienna and Berlin, 
for the purpoſe of terminating the diſ- 
orders by which France was diſtracted; an 
union as extraordinary as their diſunion 
= _w_ we NO. | | 
We 8 
-olaizks EY of kb add I 1 had 7.5 2 
 tequeſted permiſſion of the king to enten Þ} 
| into the ſervice of Ruſſia, in caſe > 
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of quitting 


— Paris, and retiring to one of the towns 


under my command. This I obtained, 


and I now ſent the young Sombreuil 


(bnee unfortunately killed at Quiberon) 
Vith my propoſals to the empreſs; being 
determined to return no more to my 


country, where I could expect to find 
nothing but that confuſion and anarchy 


with which. for two years and upwards | 


Whatever change 


a oder, 1 


doubted not, would ſurvive . me; for I 
concluded, that even ſhould foreign armies 


| ſucceed in reſtoring to the king his liberty 
and power, after having ſeized one part 
of che frontier, (a dreadful expedient, but 
which I then thought neceſſary, ) ſtill there 


would remain inſurmountable. . obſtacles to 


he re-eſtabliſhment and maintenance of 
public order: the principal of theſe were 
the opinions which prevailed both among 
the! people and ſoldiers; the firength of 
the parties Which were ſpread over all 
France the weakneſs; of the . 
„„ Within 
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within the kingdom, and the extrava- 


957 
1791. 


garices of thoſe without; and the diffi- —— 


culty of giving the king a ſufficient force 


to ſupport his authority. In the begin- 


ning of July, the king of Sweden, then 


at Aix-la-Chapelle, wrote me the follow- 
ing letter: I had previouſly ſent him that 
Spa of 1 n Wo the ee . | 


Mo 0 hh 70 | « « Aiz-la-Chapelle, July 3, 1791 | 


«. Monſieur le marquis de Bouillé, I 


« « return you many thanks for the proof 
« +, of confidence which you have given 


in favouring me with your letter to 


* + the national aſſembly. I find it filled 
with thoſe” ſentiments: of attachment 
« to your fovereign, and deteſtation of | 
$anarchy, which are worthy a ſoldier 
like you. In civil commotions, as in 5 
© war; fortune is blind; but the prin- 


aaa 


eiples of honour and fidelity ever re- 
4 main the ſame; and glory is attached 


to chem, rather than to ſucceſs. Your. 


reputation, which has long been eſta⸗ 


"Th 3 26 4 Warrior, is enhanced by 


oil: EO — "i Re 
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your ſtedfaſt and inviolable attachment 


to your virtuous, but unhappy ſove- 


- © reign. Accept my compliments on the 


« occaſion, There is no king in Europe 
* who would not place a high value on 


© the acquiſition. of a man like you for 


« 4 ſubject, and fei oice to ſee him at the 
© head of his armies. Perhaps the oldeſt 


and moſt faithful ally of your country 


oh may have a preferable claim to all 
4 others, eſpecially as by entering into 


| « his ſervice, you would not abandon 


«that of your real country; but what- 
ever your ſituation, be aſſured that you _ 


4 will ever have _ —_— and IT: ſhall 


14 Adieu, M. de Bouille; 1 — Al- : 


4 n wy Ou under his oe _ 


Mgr CCC. Nav a3. 
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("0M un : „letter e 5 prince, \ opt wetion: 1 
| enitetainedthe higheſt eſteem,” determined 
me to viſit” him at Aix-la- Chapelle. In 


| me Wes ew which 'I'had chere vali him, 
„„ % IT 3 99 ao he- 
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he explained to me the reaſons which had 


prevented him from taking me into his 
ſervice at the beginning of the year 1789; 


I think it my duty to ſuppreſs them. He 
aſſured me, that his principal object in 
quitting his dominions, and approaching 


the French territory, was to ſee if he 


could be of uſe to his majeſty; and that 
he had been led to take this ſtep by the 


perſuaſion of the empreſs of Ruſſia, who 


had repreſented to him, that as he was 
acquainted with the nature of revolutions, 


having happily terminated that which | 
was begun in his own kingdom, he might | 
afford the king of France ſome aſſiſtance 


in his embarraſſed ſituation, might point 


out to him the means of emerging from 


it, and thus ſave the monarchy from total 


deſtruction. His Swediſh. majeſty added, 


that he had been appriſed of the intention f | 
of Louis the Sixtèenth to retire: to Monte-. 


hte and tee to y_ him at that OR 


. 


wh kad no difficulty: in . to this 


| gee the ſtate of France, and in prov- 
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ing to him, that it was e the 


eyes of all the parties by the paſſions 


Which agitated them, and principally in 
thoſe of the royaliſts, who were blinded 


by the deſire of revenge. I told him, 
and endeavoured to convince him of - the. 


juſtneſs of my opinion, that, conſidering 


the number and ſtrength of the enemies 
to royalty, (the Jacobins bidding fair to 


be quickly maſters of France,) no reſource 
remained but in the intervention of the 


powers in alliance with the king of 


France, ſupported by powerful armies, 


who might either bring about an accom- 


nn, by ſuſtaining the moderate and 


ht effect a new revolution 
in ee of the king by entering France, 
only, however, in the character of media» 


ſonable party. 1 ſhewed him that invaſion, 


dt all times a meaſure of great danger, 


from the conſequences with which it may 
tended Fe Was rendered leſs: difficult 
at the Oey e when the army, 


x * 8 | © y, : ; abandoned 
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hoſe alone who obſerved any order or 
military regulations; and when the major 


part of the frontier towns were in a very _ 
ruinous ſtate, it appearing from a ſurvey _ 
Which by his majeſty's order I had re- 


_ cently (cauſed to be made of them, that 


the ſixteen places on the firſt line from 


Switzerland to the Sambre required eight 


-months, and an expence of eleven mil- 
ons of livres, to put them in a condition 


to maintain a ſiege. I added, that if we 
had not à party, we had at leaſt partiſans, 


and even powerful ones, in the provinces, 


particularly thoſe which lay on the fron- 


tier; that we kept up a correſpondenes 
With thoſe generals, engineers, and offi- 


cers of artillery who ſtill remained in the 


ſtrong towns, whilſt thoſe who had ei 


| 996" 
| phandoned by i its leaders, and engaged in 1791. 

every ſpecies of licentiouſneſs and viola. 
tion of diſcipline, was totally diſorganiſed, | 

and the foreign troops in the ſervice of 
the king, and great part of the cavalry 
who fill remained faithful to him, were 
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1 ey PO TOR a was 8 to be 
—— known. Certain it is, that at the end of 


the year 1791, and even during the whole 


of 1792, it was by no means difficult to 


invade France; one part of the frontier 


Was in a manner open and unprotected, 
and independently of the particular cauſes 
by which a ſtop was put to the progreſs 
of the combined armies when they en- 
tered Champagne, it required all the 


energy, artifice, and fanaticiſm of the 


Jacobins, as well as the extraordinary | 
abilities of the general choſen by that 


faction on the breaking gut of the war, 


even to aſſemble, model, and employ the 


army, though it afterwards. _ ſuch 
ſurpriſing REP" e 


— 


„ 


wich reſ FG to. .the. Sine: of the 
enterptiſe to. which I have juſt, alluded, 1 


_ muſt: ſay. nothing; and 1 muſt equally | 


. obſerve. ſilence upon. the political, errors 
committed by the cabinets of the. allied 
powers. in the courſe: of the war, which 

> how ver; I; r al kale 
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by the falſe meaſures their generals purſued, 
Theſe events are of too recent a date, to ad- 
mit of an ruth Peng e in its full 
| | extent. £4 


: 18 to return to the king of Sweden. 
That monarch invited me to enter into his 


ſervice, but I repreſented to him that I had 
already made overtures to the empreſs of 


RNuſſia, whoſe anſwer 1 daily expected. 
Upon this he opened to me the project 


agreed upon between himſelf, the laſt- men- 


tioned ſovereign, and the king of Spain; 
this was to invade France with. ſix- and- 


| thirty thouſand Swedes or Ruſſians, who 
were to be landed as near as/ poſſible to Pa- 


xis, either with a view of marching ſtraight 


to that capital, and creating a diverſion, 
whilſt the combined armies ſhould penetrate 


in a different direction, or for the purpoſe 


of ſecuring a reſpectable poſition by ſeizing, 


one of the ſea- port Towns, where it was 
Propoſed to wait the iſſue of a negotiation 


with the new government of F rance, Which 


Vue to be {et on foot I in the names of the 
7 | empreſs, N 
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French king: this negotiation he thought 
the more likely to be attended with 
ſucceſs, as he could not poſſibly be ſup- 


or conqueſt. He appeared to me certain 
that the kings of Spain and Sardinia 


the French frontier, but ſeemed to rely 
very little on the king of Pruſſia, and till 
leſs on the emperor, knowing the pacific 
diſpoſition of Leopold, whom nothing 


— tis" 1 _ cpa 0 7 
His Swedith ck seed me 8 
| 0 this combined army of the Swedes and 


| 5 Ruſſians was to be commanded by himſelf 
in perſon, and that the court of Spain had 


„ pedition, for which every thing Was al- 
* -, ready prepared; he then offered me the 
| eee a. the e * undder him. 
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bat. empreſs, himſelf; and the other allies of the 


poſed to entertain any views of ambition 


would ſupport him by marching armies to 


| could engage in a war you 1 e e nf 


== 5 engaged to furniſh fifteen millions of livres 
cdaournois to defray the expences of the ex- 
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Preſſed by this monarch, who had im- 1791. 
— 


8 to me all his projects and deſigns, 


ſeduced too by the flattering encomiums 


with which he loaded me, (for who can be 


inſenſible to praiſe when conferred by a 
| hero?) I conſented; to wave my ſeruples 

with reſpect to the empreſs, and to accept 
his propoſal. I engaged myſelf then in the 


ſervice of his Swediſh majeſty, but ſolely. 


with the view of being employed in the 
projected expedition, which promiſed me 


an opportunity of again ſerving my un- 
happy ſovereign, by uniting myſelf to one 


of his allies, leaſt obnoxious to che ga 
eion al e 1 | 


4 


1 1 50 n a fortnight with the; 


king of Sweden at Aix-la-Chapelle, where 
it was agreed that I ſhould collect whatever 
information might contribute to the ſucceſs 


of the undertaking, and at the beginning | 


"IA 


of winter ſhould ſend him an exact account 
of what I had learned: this he was to com- 


municate ta the empreſs, and their plan 
was tt be concerted aa and to be 


_ | A+ 1 N Gt put 
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* 1. put in execution in the approaching ſpring, 
0 when the _ ſhould oy open. 


| Within a 8 W e our ie 


: he king of Sweden propoſed returning to 
his dominions, for the purpoſe of holding 


a diet, and making the neceſſary Prepara- 


tions for embarking his troops. During the 


Mort time I was with this prince, he gave 


me marks of high confidence; he ſpoke 
to me with great candour and modeſty of 
his war with the Ruſſians, communicating 


to me the plans he had then conceived and 
executed: theſe were all bold, vaſt, and 


noble, but failed through the: means em- 
| ployed for their execution; the fate of all 
great projects when they are not regulated 
byextenſive military experience, co combining 8 


all thoſe minute circumſtances, the leaſt of 


Which neglected may fruſtrate the whole | 
oy ene 8 11 2 | 


= n 
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These ae] 4 0 to les and 


he agreed with me in opinion confeſling 


that at that time he was little verſed in the 


8 
1 
t 


td eſtèem me.“ 
daeed given him a great mark of her con- 
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me to poſſeſs a ſtrong underſtanding, and 
much acquired knowledge; and in cha- 
racter, cloſely to reſemble the great Fre- 


air of gaiety, I am on very indifferent 
terms with all my royal brethren, ex- 
„ cept the king of England; but I have 


6; compelled! the . of Ruſſia at leaſt 
This princeſs had in- 


fidence,” in promiſing to furniſh him with 
a conſiderable body of bo for the” in- 
tended invaſion of France. eee 
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98 He n müch zttienkd to Loi the 


Sixteenth 3 no one entered with fo. much 


intereſt” into his unhappy circumſtances; ; 


though he ſeemed much to doubt whether 
the great powers of Europe would a& with 


energy and ſincerity in his favour: he ap- 


peared to have great reliance on the influence, 
as well as actual aſſiſtance of the empreſs 


of bias Onur) events have ſhewn' thar 
. | | 7 ju 1 he 
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2 He was miſtaken, On my return to Lux- 


embourg, I had the momentary fatisfaQtion 
of learning, by means of the correſpondents 


which I ſtill/preſervedin;France, { that the | 


king's ſituation was exactly the ſame as 
before his arreſt at Varennes; that his recent 
misfortunes had even gained him ſome 


| partiſans among the leading men of the 
aſſembly, and had excited the ſympathy 


of that part of the people who were leaſt 
corrupt: theſe, however, were the leaſt 


numerous, while- the cireumſtance of his 


flight had increaſed the rage and the power 


of che Jacobins, and had given the duke of 


Orleans wer credit and TW NCe 


| 11 e VE this time. A letter from 


one of my friends attached to the conſtitu- 


tional party, and intimately connected with 


its chiefs. He confirmed me in the opi- 
nion I before entertained; that the aſſembly, 
or rather the moſt prudent and enlightened 
part of it, wiſhed. ſineerely for an accom- 
modation, and only waited for an opportu- 


nity to enter into N * his majeſty, 


of - 5 "3. : > . and 
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and. in ſome meaſure to recall a great part 


of what had been done; in order to come/ 2 

_ to ſame ſettled eſtabliſhment, ſome reaſon- 
able form of government. He informed 

me likewiſe; which I had learned by an- 


other channel, that the majority of the 


revolutioniſt members of the aſſembly had 6 
ſees with eoncern the arreſt of the king at 

Varennes, imagining - that had his majeſty 
reached  Montmedi, his - reſidence _ 


might have led to an arrangement. 


letter: difplayed before me the dangers 1 1 88 
foreign, war, of which I was riot! enough 


convinced; but which, however, I re- 


garded ag a violent meaſure, the laſt ta be 
employed, and never without being accom- 
7 85 * 7 arne 
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1 2 1. vo of my unalterable attachment, 1 


— 


have waited for an opportunity of writ« 
& * ing with ſafety. Having obtained it, 
_ © ſhall not take up your time with long 
« and uſeleſs details, but, though the re- 
« gital, may add to your concern, I will tell 


CI Jou, that from the obſervations which I 
& made during the king! 8 abſence, and 
'«; from all that I have been able to learn 


in my converſation with the deputies, I 
Jam perſuaded, that had the king once 


reached Montmedi, the preſent great po- 
& Jitical criſis had, within a month, iflued 


<.in!a good-'conflitution;} and that too 
without the 1 of one gd = 


e bleed. oni een n 
9 5 4) Fa F644 2 5 3 * 1 

Mm. What 1 were his N 8 intentions it 

4 was ignorant, but I knew your mode- 


L* 


« ration, and-it was upon that 1 founded - 
my hopes of a certain accommodation. | 
Lam now far from finding things in ſo 
2 fayourable a ſituation. If we are rightly 
« informed, nothing can equal t the extra- 
N of; all that ſurround * me 
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* extravagance will give birth to projects, 1791, 
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0 Which will meet with a due reſiſtance, — 


« « and, more obſtacles than are imagined, 1 
got from arms, at leaſt from other cauſes 


en 


* But, ſuppoſing it. ' poſſible to reduce a. 

Country ſo extenſive as e I it 
* e » den tim, +; 

m on AI br 

At belongs 3 * wy a. 

7 7405 to your probity,, i in the midſt of the 

violent agitation... that. a man can 

4 pits Dag remember chat yu are, a 

7 8 No, vou will neyer employ. 

t your courage and abilities in eder 

© ing or enſlaving your native country. 

« This formed no part of your project 

« when you were conduQting the ing to 


0 Montmedi; on the contrary, I am per- 


« ſyaded, you wiſhed to ſave the nation, 
* from the ſhame of a foreign yokez, and 
| « can It be ſuppoſed, chat vou would now 

8 contribute to impoſe one upon it? Yau, 


« my. general, know. what true glory is: 


« vou know i it is not to be obtained j in that 


* Reeollect, that amid their — 
wy bd. Bs he. "+ 


. 135 


| 


with. 


1 


donne BELATING ro 
hi. « exceſſes, theſe repreſentatives granted 
you, what they ſeldom granted any, 
© their praiſe, their confidence; in you 
« were centered all their hopes; ; to " 
1 they looked to ſave their country. 
not ignorant that their extravagance IF 
< rendered every good impracticable. I 
know that they involved us in every 


* kind of calamity, and I cannot be ſuſ- 


7 « petted'i in pronouncing their eulogium; 
«yet 1 dare remind vou, that you are 
the perſon in the empire who has leaſt 


198 en of the any” of we af- 


- 2 1 88 05 | 
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2 Reflect, my . chat che brd 
4 muſket fired in the north, may, in the 
„ ſouth, occaſion the "maſſacre of all the 

« prieſts and nobles. Of what advantage 
4 Will it be to avenge them afterwards? 
4 This will only be adding to the misfor- 
« tune. If T thus expreſs my ſolicitude, it 
Et) "becauſe 1 vet am of opinion that 
« things may be adjuſted; it is yet time to 

« 3 aal ws | is certainly. the beſt 
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* 4 Should you be inclined to 1791. 
make any moderate propoſals, recollec . . 


% me; I do not heſitate to offer my. ſer= 
vices, and I believe you would find them: 
t age uſcleſs, 

"25% Alien, my * 1 hh you will 
find in my letter, a confirmation of thoſe 
« ſentiments of eſteem and reſpect which 
I ſhall ever entertain for you: requeſting, 
in return, the continuance of that friend- 


„ ſhip with * "_ have ee ho- 


ä e me.“ 


| 


1 it is, ths the NOT AY of "4 44 


ſembly were now partly convinced of their 
errors: but this change of opinion was ren- 


dered entirely. uſeleſs by ſubſequent events, 


of which I was appriſed 8 another of my 
ne | 


24 ſhall Cn — 8 his 1 * is 1 


che 26th of Auguſt 1791, and is the oply 
one a bim which 1 I have EATS Y Ze 
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MEMOIRS RELATING: To 
4. Jn a former letter, I gave you hopes 


_—v— © which I no longer entertain. This fatal 


« conſtitution, which was to have been 


© reviſed and amended, will remain un- 
touched: it will continue what it is, a 


« code of anarchy, a ſource of calamities: 


s cour unlucky planet fo orders it, that at 
t the time the democrats. themſelves ſeem 


“to feel ſome compunction for their 
«<- crimes, the ariſtocrats, by refuſing them 


_ <4. reparation they are willing to make. To 
| | «© explain this more clearly, and to: juſtify 
2 myſelf in your eyes for having perhaps 
« raiſed in you Falſe expectations, it is ne- 
_ 4 ceſlary-to take things a little farther back, 


and to tell you all that has paſſed; this 1 
do, as I have to-day an opportunity 


5 * of N wo . by a ge 5 


\ 


« The hes! of hs king? 8 3 WE! 


4 the following day, both ſides of the aſ- 
4 fembly remained watching/cath other's. 
„ motions. The popular party was con- 
« Os” while the 2 . 


„ - 


& x ha 2 * 
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| 6 great uneaſineſs; the leaſt act of impru- 1791. 
« dence might have awakened the fury . 
* the people; all the members of the right 
i fide preſerved ſilence; and thoſe on the - - 

« oppoſite, left it to their leaders to propoſe 
* what they called meaſures of ſafety, 
60 2 met with no ho, e 1 8 


. 12 The Bog is of the king's abſence, 
4 the Jacobins began to throw out threats, 

6 while the conſtitutionaliſts were modes» 

6 rate; che latter were then, and ſtill are, 
„ much more numerous than the former, 
* and they now talked of an accommoda- 
tion, and a deputation to the king: two 
of their party propoſed to M. Malouet * 
* 4 conference, which was to have been 
opened the following day, had not the 
news of the king's arreſt put a ſtop to 
* it, However, this diſpoſition being now 


* In my Memoirs I avoid naming any perſon to 
whom it can in the leaſt be offenſive ; but as the greater 
part of theſe particulars: are to be met with in the 
tetters of M. Malouet, which were printed at 528 in 
17935 1 do not heſitate to sive his name. AN 
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manifeſt, they ſaw themſelves ſeparated 


farther than ever from the enrages, 
Barnave at this time returned; the re- 
ſpect he had ſhewn the king and queen, 
while the brutal Petion did but inſult 
their misfortune, had procured him 


many marks of gratitude from their ma- 


6 jeſties, which ſeemed to have changed 


ce 
vc 


cc 


the heart of that young man, till then 


apparently devoid of ſenſibility, . Bar- 


nave, as you know, poſſeſſes the greateſt 


abilities, and the moſt extenſive influ- 


ence of any of his party, and he gained 


over -four-fifths of the left ſide of the 
e afſembly, not only to protect the king 
* from the fury of the Jacobins, but to 


reſtore to him part of his authority, at 


the ſame time furniſhing him with the 


means of defending himſelf for the fu- 


„ture, without exceeding the bounds pre- 
{4 


"ee 


4. 


ſeribed by the conſtitution. The latter 
part of Barnave's plan was only imparted 


« to the chiefs of the conſtitutionaliſts, the 


Lameths, Duport, &c; the great body 


N PO that party was ſtill to unmanageable, 
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« | that thoſe who favoured. this project 1797: 


6 
3 
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could not depend on having a majority 
in the aſſembly, unleſs they were aſliſted 


by the members on the right ſide: the 


ſupport of theſe, however, they ima- 


gined themſelves certain of ſecuring, 


when they ſhould, in the reviſion of the 


conſtitution, give a greater extent to the 
8 W 


Bagh Such was the ftate of Sor when I 
laſt wrote to you; but convinced, as I 


was, of the blunders of the ariſtocrats, 


and of their continual miſtakes, I never 
imagined they could go ſo far as they 


have ſince done, As ſoon as. the news 


reached Paris that the king was topped 


at Varennes, the members of the right 


* fide who were in the ſecret committees | 
refuſed ay longer to vote, or to take 
any part in the deliberations and diſcuſ- 


ſions of the aſſembly : Malouet was not 


— 


of this opinion; he repreſented to them, 

that whilſt the ſeſſion laſted, and they aſj- 

FI « liſted at it, they were under an obligation. | 
| Ry DD4 "2 TOM 


A 


\ 


i; 


Horks Bure 10 
« aAively to oppoſe any 'nikafies that 
, tended to affect the public order, or che 


6 fundamental principles of the monarchy. | 
« All his arguments were vain; they per- 


e ſiſted in their. reſolution, ind Teetetly 


« drew up a proteſt againſt all that -was 

* done: : he, however, declared that he 
W would continue to proteſt to the tribune, 
and would openly uſe his beſt endeavours 


* to preyent any miſchief; he afterwards 
&. told me, that he could gain over to his 


& opinion not more than from thirty to 


3 1 forty of the members of the right fide, 


6 1 9 I very much fear that this falſe bey 

* of the moſt zealous patt of the royaliſts 
« « may be attended with dangerous conſe- 
4 ꝗaences. At that time, the diſpoſition 


« of the aſſembly was in general fo fayour- | 


1 able to the king, that while he was on 


. his return to Paris, Thouret having 


« aſcended the tribune, to propoſe | the 


att decree. Which Was to determine the | 
4 1 männer In which che kin ng ſhould , 


wh be kept, the moſt” profound Ate ence 


* 6 kei ane in the hall, „ ud in the ganerles; 


. * LO. 
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& almoſt all the members, even on the left 15991, 
* hand, appeared confounded on hearing ROI 


„. this fatal decree read: nobody, however, 
«  oppoling i it, the preſident was going to 


put the motion, when M. Malouet role, 
te and with an air of indignation,” ex- 
claimed, What, gentlemen, are you 


4 going to do? After having arreſted tlie 
king, it is propoſed to you to declare 


hes him a priſoner: do you ſee the conſe- 


0 Kh a of ſuch a ſtep? Reflect; will 


you make your ſovereign a priſoner ? 
„ No, No,” cried out ſeveral members on 


the left fide, riſing tumultuoully, * we do 
e not mean that the king ſhould be made 
* 4 priſoner;” and the decree was on the 
* point of being rejected almoſt unani- 
| * 1 pins 3 When Thouret haſtily reg, 


terms ao the object »f the derte Fe we 5 
* have no more intention than himſelf to 
« impriſon the king; the preſent meaſure 
hut propoſed for the ſafety of his majeſty 
* and the royal family:“ and it was not till 
* alter this. Lu that the decree 

bis, „ 


N 
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e though the impriſo ament was not 
« the leſs real, and is Pall e e gon- 
%: tinued. i 
; « Towards he latter — of July, the 
« « conflitutionalifts,. who ſuſpected, but 


3 


« were not certain, that the members of 
« « the right ſide had drawn up a proteſt, 


< purſued at leiſure their plan- of reviſion, 


« more afraid than ever of the J acobins 


« and, ariſtocrats, Malouet, repairing to 
« the committee of reviſion, ſpoke to them 
« at firſt, as.to men fully acquainted with 


« the vices and dangers of their conſtitu- 


« tion ; but he found them leſs diſpoſed to 
5 make any conſiderable changes in it, 
« being fearful they ſhould by that means 


| | « * loſe their popularity: Target and Du- 


« port eren undertook to. defend their 
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4 « The following _ | rg met . 


« and Barnave, who at firſt diſdainfully 


00 refuſed to make any reply to his chal- 


* ces z. at Al. rl, they conſented 
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to a plan of attack, of which all the | 
« riſk was to fall on himſelf: his propoſal &——— 


was, to diſcuſs in the fitting of the 
eighth the principal points of the con- 
ſtitutional act, and to demonſtrate all its 


vices and defects: You, gentlemen,” 
ſaid he to them, anſwer me: give full 


ſcope to your indignation againſt me, 


refute my attacks upon, thoſe articles 
which are leaſt dangerous, nay, even 


upon the majority of thaſe points which 


I ſhall pronounce exceptionable; and 
with reſpect to thoſe which I ſhall ſig- | 
matize as antimonarchical, as tending to 


obſtruct the operations of government, 


tell me, that neither the aſſemoly nor 


the committee ſtood in need of my ob- 


 ſervations ; that it was your intention to 
propoſe ſeveral alterations in them, and 
immediately make 4 motion to that effect: 


this is, perhaps, our only way to pre- 


ſerve the monarchy, and in time to give 


it that ſupport of which it ſtands in need.” | 


The above plan was agreed upon ; but 
+08 proteſt of the members of the right - 
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mar. “ ſide beds Known, and their teſolu- 


« tion to vote no more depriving the 
« © conftitutionalifts of all hopes of ſucceſs 
* in their propoſed reviſion, which the 
40 "Jacobins oppoled with. all their might, 
« they dropped, the idea of it. Malouet, 
« however, who had no regular communi- 8 
f cation with the members of this party, 
« proceeded to. the concerted attack; he 
6 folemnly denounced the conſtitutional 
« act as antimonarchical, and not reducible 
e to practice. Already had the. reaſons 
« « with which he ſupported his opinion on 
4 ſeveral. points made a great impreſſion, 
6 when Chapelier, who imagined that no- 
. thing was to be expected from their pro- 
ject, interrupted his ſpeech, and crying 
out, Blaſphemy!' demanded that the 


e orator ſhould be compelled to leave the 


e tribune, which was ordered. The fol- 
«lowing day, Chapelier acknowledged that 
& he had acted wrong, but he ſuid, that all 
* his hopes of ſucceſs vaniſhed the moment 
he heard no aſſiſtance was to be expected 
4 from the right Tue of the aſſembly. 
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It was abſolutely neceſſary to give 1791. 
0 vou this long account, leſt you ſhould "RD 


& loſe. all confidence .in my prognoſtics, 
„ which - are at preſent, of the moſt 
6, gloomy ſort: the evil is extreme, and 

* J fee neither within nor without the 
4 only remedy which can be rte to 

TIRE that! 18, N and e te 


. 
11 


1 This . Te” IE . which | 


b” learned at the ſame time, ſhewed me 
plainly the fituation of France, dangerous 


in the extreme, if not deſperate. Ariſto- 


crats, Conſtitutionaliſts, and Jacobins, all 
agreed upon one point, which completed 
the miſeries of the kingdom: | equally 
weary and diſheartened, and enraged 


againſt each other, they © unanimouſly 
conſented to diflolve themſelves after the 


acceptance of the conſtitution, that mon- 
ſtrous compoſition, whoſe vices the ma- 
jority of the aſſembly well knew, yet, 


like the poiſoned robe of Neſſus, . 155 
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0 litle hopes chen remained, chat 


— reaſon would be ſufficient to bring back 


the French to a good government; on 


the contrary, it required no great diſcern- 


ment to foreſee that the reign of anarchy 


and Jacobiniſm was faſt approaching; and 


that force alone could avert from the 
kingdom, calamities ſtill greater than 
thoſe it had already experienced. This 
opinion of mine has been but too well 


verified by the events which ſucceeded 


till the death of Robeſpierre; but though 


from pacific meaſures little was to be 


expected, yet à door to negotiation, 1 
thought, ſhould always be left open, at 
the ſame time ſeriouſly preparing for war. 


This was the principle which I adopted, 


and ſo did many other Frenchmen, who 


_ embraced it as their natural defence; it 


likewiſe afforded all thoſe who loved their 


the OS of what I mt. 


country an opportunity of ſtill ſerving | 
it. F The 1oth of Auguſt 1792, the 2d 


and zd of September in the ſame year, 


and the tyranny of Robeſpierre, _— To 
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A few days after my return to Luxem- 1791. 
bourg, I quitted that place and went to 9 


Coblentz, to viſit the princes, brothers to 


the king. I told them my real ſentiments 


of the ſituatiot of France, and of he 


diſpoſition of the people and army. I 


afterwards reduced my reflections to writ- 
ing, and then preſented them to their 
Royal Highneſſes. I repreſented, that if 
one part of the people (meaning the 
land-holders) were inimical to the new 
conſtitution, Jet there Was a very conſi- 
derable majority in favbür 6f it, from 
motives of intereſt, vanity, or ambition; 


hat the revolutionary clubs, eſtabliſhed 


in every town, had the direction of the 
lower order of people, and thus kept in 
awe thoſe ho were well affected; that 
the country people were no otherwiſe 
attached to the new order of things, than 
as it was the means of lightening their 
burdens; and if once aſſured that the 
old ſyſtem of taxation would not be again 


eſtabliſhed, and that they ſhould expes 1 


rience Mga lame relief by an 5 
e $ diſtribu- 
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1791, diſtribution of the, public. impoſts,. they 
would probably be. detached from the new 


eonftitution: . th 
and the reſtoration. of their xeſigious wore 


So 


Fountain-head of the revolution) were leſs 
' favourably. diſpoſed. towards:.the. preſent - 
eder of things, than the ſmaller, becauſe 

they had ſuſſered more by the abſence of 


dcin RELATING 10 


dhe return of their prieſts, 


thip, J conſidered. as ane, means of re- 
daiming them 40 che ancient form of 


government. I remarked, that the great 


towns (with the exception of Paris, the 


the rich ar, bythe; annibilation, of their 
Wealth. In ſine, I aſſured them that, at 
this: moment, all France: was againſt che 


old government, . except; ſame, few indi- 


viduals: intereſted in the re-eſtabliſhment | 


tit, ſuch as the clergy, nobility, the 


| members. of the different parliaments, and 
thoſe. employed i in the department of the 
finances: that by nothing but force could | 


things. be replaced on the former footing 3 


and, that ſhould they aſſemble. an army 


47 powerful enough to reduce the pecple, it 
Gy would not be ee to retain them in 


* 
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 bjeRion'; ; the only way. I obſerved to E 


ſecure the obedience of a whole nation, 
was by eſtabliſhing an order of Ai 


agreeable to the wiſties of the multitude, 
and ſalted to their wants; I admitted that 


to effect a bunter zevclütlon, or rather a 
favorable change in the ſituation of the 
kingdom, om, the "preſence of foreign armies 
upon the frontier was undoubtedly ne- 


P either as the means of leading to 5 
negotiation, the ſucceſs of which I 


Fe extremely probable, or for the 


| ſubjugation of the people, which was a 


more difficult taſk: but to eſtabliſh and 
maintain order, and to give permaneney 
and ! ſtability" to the royal power, there 
was no way left but to ameliorate the 
condition of the people, and redreſs their 
old grievances. This, faid I, is a period 
when ſacrifices muſt be made, they are 
become indiſpenſable it is mere deluſion 
to imagine that the nobility can be rein- 
ſtated in all their privileges, the parlia- 


ments recover their ancient importance, 
the mat its riches and prerogatives, 
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che nos 8 me unlimited abſolute 


Oe fans it . rp gigs $197 
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* 


7 mill be Wa the. nds hs. in 
which 1 erred was in | calculating the 


reſiſtance the foreign armies, would, meet 


with from the French; a: matter Which 


will ever be the ſubject of my aſtoniſſi- | 


ment. My obſervations; however, did not 
coincide with the opinion of the generality 
of thoſe who like myſelf had quitted the 


kingdom, particularly; that part who were 


in the confidence of the princes z-the only 
point upon which we were unanimous, 


was the facility with which the coaqueſt | 


of: Bages S ene and its 


whilſt this was the only thing in which 1 
dias miſtaken: my remarks then, as may 
Th be ſuppoſed, produced no rare or 


Av KY 1 / 
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about che beginning of Auguſt, I went 
to reſide» at Mayence; to which place I 
Vas invited by the elector, * 


4 


fenſe- ae, extremely: "Ry 
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d 
3 * 


manners z the Prüſſian miniſter had like 1791. 
wiſe engaged ine to meet him there: 2 


| the: part of his maſter,” he expreſſed the 


deepeſt: concern for the ſituation of the 
king of France, intimating a deſire in 
conjunction with the emperor to effec 


bis deliverance by force. This monarch 5 
| likewiſe made me an offer of a command 


in en t er then unable to 
_ 4s #8 2 S318 ita 8 1 


: 


2 * * . ee 5 6 
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| During my Se at e Mayente, 1 


was engaged in collecting ſome p. 


tory information relative to the project of 
che king of Sweden: I conſulted ſeveral 
2 our Sn + diſtinguiſhed naval officers; 
them to reconnoitre - 
part of he French coaſt which I pointed 


out to them, deſiring them 'to pain every 


intelligence in their power, and to eſta- 
bliſh if poſſible a ſafe correſpondence 
there; chis was to be executed before 
Winter, which it actually was, and with 

much ſuceeſs. I now wrote to the king 


enen Propoſing to him to e 


n ; EE 2 ſom 


* 
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dome ſea-port, | where his veſſels. might 


rendezvous in caſe of : ſeparation, and 


pers might depoſit his military ſtores. 
The place I pointed out to him as pecu- 
ed him to demand of 
emperor: 1 028 56k „„ 


> 18 5 : . 
1. abt bas 14 2 40 1 . * a a * 1 
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2 Same time in "a 4 . of 


Pruſſia, through the medium of his mi- 
niſter at Mayence, deſired me to be at 
Pilnitz on the aõth or 27th of that month, 


requeſting that I would bring with, me a 


plan for che diſpoſition and operations of 
the foreign armies upon che different parts 
of the French frontier. 


time completed, and repairing to Coblentz, 
ſubmitted it to the council of the princes, 


by whom it Was approved: at this 
Council afſiſted marſhals, Broglio and Caſ- 
tries. The king of Pruſſia appeared to 
| me diſpoſed to: ſuccour the French king, 


and I had no doubt that his interview with 


the emperor had for its object a confede- 
£ ration. 3 thoſe, two powerful ſove- 


i FS: 8 ; * F 7 rei 8 
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accede ; and that a declaration of war 
would be the reſult. 1 ſet out therefore 


for Pilnitz, having previouſly appriſed the, 


king of. Sweden of the approaching con- 


ference, and 5 communicated to him my 


conjectures; it was to take place on 8 


27th or 28th of Auguſt. The count d Ar- 


tois: came likewiſe to Filnitz, but not through 


442 #4 


; an invitation from the two fovereigns; ;. his 
& was. to, ſolicit. their aſhſtance 1 in fax 
rour ol the king his brother, and the 
French monarchy... p ſhall not ſpea 


at this meeting, between two. great. ſove- 
reigns, who! ſeemed to forget the animoſity 


which had ſubſiſted between their prede- 8 : 
ceſſors, and entered into a treaty Which 
was the aſtoniſhment of all Europe, but 
which was of no long duration. After ma- 


ny difficulties, the count d Artois obtained 


from them the following declaration, Which 


having been in part publiſhed at the. time, 


| wy, 2 inſerted: here with e Jin . 


Fe qt 
* 


w_ 
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of 
FI 
the principal topics Which were diſcuſſed 


reigns, to which others would Wortly 199 I. 


e do conjointly, 
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"es His majelty the cnperor, and us n mas 
5 0 the king of Pruffia, having Heard 5 


| 4 che wiſhes and rep preſentations f Mon- 


. 


8 eur, and his hi ebook the coony d *Artois, | 
Clare, "that they regard 
« the fituation' of his majeſty t the "king of 


— 8 "France" as an obſect of common intereſt 


& Xo. all the ſovercigns. of Europe; Þ they 
4 4 p Je that this intereſt cannot fail of being 


« rekogulled by thoſe powers angle aſſt 


"Inch 1s demantled; th y prbfels their 
rendineſs, gelt with ſuch powers, to 
« employ the ' moſt efficacidus means rela- 


« tivelyto their. abilities, for enabling the 


« Eing of France, in the moſt perfect U- 


„ berty, to lay che foundation of a monar- 
Bo... KHical government, ealeulated alike to 
| Guſecrives the tights ef the ſovereign and 


nh Welfare of the French nation. Then 


aid in chat caſe- their majeſties the em- 
peror and king · of Pruſſia are reſolved 
95 to a. promptiy, and by mutual accord, 
0 with the. forges; meceffar y 00 attain the 


common object propoſed : in the mean 
£58 AIINT > 1 
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dime they will give ſuitable orders to 1791, 
their troops, that they may be prepared 


| b Went enter on immediate action. 
Given at Pilnitz, Aug. 29, , 


4 | (Signed)" rer 
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"rite declara F tion amounted | to Ae 


The t two. expreſſions, then and n in that caſe, ; 
| poſuively ſhewed, that the intervention of 


all the. other powers, Was neceſſary before 


11 10 


| the emperor or the king of Pruſſia wauld 
take. LY offenſive and active meaſures. 

: The Views of the emperor were, paci- 

| fic, while thoſe. of, the king of Pruſſia, on 


the contrary, were entirely hoſtile. . Of 


this I am well fared from ſome e ciroum- | 


ſtances which 1 have collected that paſſed 
at their! interview; and i it has been confirm- 
edt to me '4 perſons wt | were 10 their e con- 


3 
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; Inox perceived that the king of 1 IR 5 


had laid nothing N thin, the ruth, when 
he told me t 
)) os 
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179 1. 1 his crowned brethren: the two. 3 
8 reigns gave me the moſt unequivocal 


proofs of their prepoſſeſſion againſt his 
Swediſh majeſty, which ſeemed . to xebound 
upon me. They expreſſed a diſappro obation 
of his Projects, and had theſe not received 
ſome weight from the countenance of the 


empreſs of Ruſſia, they would baue, op- 


poſed their execution. "I: am not willing 
10 believe with ſome perſons, that the em- 
peror, and, king of Pruſſia wiſhed to take 


advantage of the misfortunes of France; 3 
but that ſuch were not the intentions of the 


of 


| king of Sweden and the empreſs of Rulha, 
is at leaſt L very certain; both of them, 'but 
particularly the latter, being extremely i in- 
| tereſted to prevent the difſylution bf. the 
5 French empire, ” 5 


J FT 7 -F 
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x was to have rel with merle de | 
Lalei and prince Hokientoe, general to his 
Pruſſian majeſty, upon the plan which 1 
had been ordered to draw up for the diſpo- 
Y Btion' of the armies: the former, however, 
informed us that he had received no "gin 
I to that effe@t Hoa the” * . 


. 
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This: prince appriſed both me and the 1791. 


Pruſtan general, of his deſire that we 


ſhould follow him to Prague, whither he 
was going to be crowned. I went thither 
in the beginning of September, but was 


eight or ten days without receiving any or- 
ders from the emperor. Intthe mean time 


learned that the diſpoſitions of the cabinet 
of Vienna were by no means of a warlike 
nature; and in juſtice to marſhal de Laſci, 


J muſt ſay that he ſeveral times repeated to 


me his opinion that a war was not to be 
haſtily entered into with France, the re- 
5 ſources of which country Were immenſe, 
and their frontier impenetrable ; and that 


chis war might be attended with conſe- 


quences extremely dangerous both to the 


emperor and the empire. This was like 


wiſe, I muſt own, the opinion of all the 


imperial miniſters. Leopold then wiſhed 

to terminate the affairs of France by means 
of negotiation. His plan was to form a 
league between all the powers of Europe, 

to ſurround France on every ſide with their 5 


_ andthen to. = a { manifeſto x 


e —  quiring 


; 226 
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17901. dau isg che French government to Ware 


by great political views ;- and that the king 
of Pruſſia was deſirous of engaging ihe em- 
peror in a long, dangerous, and expenſive 


the * and royal family to Muir berty 
to reinſtate his: majeſty 1 in his-dignity, and 

to/'receſtablis the monarchy upon a ſolid 
baſis, and upon reaſonable principles; 


threats of an invaſion; and an attack upon 


all points were to be held out, and to be 
executed in oaſe of a refuſal. The king o. 


Fruſſia, on the contrary, was for immediately 


deularing war againſt France; the manifeſts, 
wllich he conſidered as a ſort of ſummons, 
till the moment when the combined we 4 


_ Gould: enter the\French 1-46” of 
36} bas M & 4 C 24799 ky 45 | 15 7231 If FJ & 3 be BY + bo 


7 It will doubtleſs be things that the ca- 


binet of Berlin was guided in its conduct 


war, from which he might afterwards 


diſengage himſelf, and throw all the bur- 
den upon his rival: x plan he) has ſince 

Put in practice. On the contraryq it would 
W. a matter DE pes RR known | 


ends ; how 
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| how trifling were the means employed to 
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1791. 


determine this monarch to unite with the f 


rival of his power, and the natural enemy 
of his country, againſt the ſubverters of 
thrones and monarchies—an union which 
the habitual politics of the two cabinets 
ſhortiy after broke, to the detriment of theſe 
powers, and their vows essen rs 
WF o | i $3255 

I. e-. the king of 
Sweden what I had diſcovered, reſpecting 
the poligeal views of the courts of Wera 


and E I informed him of my uncer- 


tainty with regard to the manner in which 


they would act offenſively,” and of their 
diſlike both to his projects and thoſe of the 
empreſs; I adviſed him, with the money 
he ſhould" receive from Spain, to levy an 
army in Germany, either for the purpoſe 
of incorporating it with” his own," or f 
acting in concert with it; 1 again urged 
him to procure ſome ſtrong place, ſuch as 
Oſtend, and likewiſe a fmall extent of! ter- 
ritory near the French frontier, Were 9 


might aſſemble his forces: ah Wen 
wy 14 
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| Hey _ PR lag 0% e 15 
i morn? tale an unfavourable turn. a- 
n conduct of the empe ron. eſcent me- 
alitated on the coaft of France. Death of 

» the er l. French declare awar. 
ScuDe g 19 1 ole 0 FE x 
Ar. laſt on N WY of: ar... 

A received an order from the emperor to 
Wait upon him, and bring with me the 
plan which he had deſtred me to draw up. 

1 accordingly. went, and was introduced 
into that prince's eloſet.. His imperial ma- 
 Jeſty told me; that he had not been able to 
ſpeak to me ſooner of the object for which 
he had ſent for meg as he waited for an- 

wers from the courts of Ruſſia, Spain, 
England, and the, principal, ſovereigns. of 
Italy; theſe he had now received, and they 
were conformable to his own views and 
e, he e was aſſured of che at e 


3 and 
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and co-operation of all the above powers, 1791. 
except England, which had expreſſed. its 9 

determination to obſerve the moſt ſerupu- | 

lous neutrality. He informed'me,” that he 
propoſed aſſembling a congreſs, to treat 

with the repreſentatives of the French na- 

tion, not only for the purpoſe of procuring 

a redreſs of the grievances of the Germanic 

body, whoſe rights in Alſace and other 
frontier provinces had been violated by the 

new French government, but likewiſe to 
conſult upon the means of reſtoring order 

in France, the anarchy of which country 

diſturbed the repoſe of all Europe; he 

added, that this negotiation would be ſup- 

ported by powerful armies, by which . 
France would be ſurrounded; and he hoped, 

that this method would prevent a bloody 


* 5 laſt ene to be enen 


&- $i 
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1 e ad 5 jy W this emperor, h 
if. he was informed of the real intentions 
of the king of France; he ſaid he was, 
and that he knew nothing could be more 
contrary to the wiſhes of that prince, than | 
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1791.  te0mploy-vitlead means: he told me, like- 


Nice, that the new conſtitution, he was af. 


ſured, would in a few days be preſented to 


the king, who, he ſuppoſed, muſt unavoid- 


ably:accede to it without the leaſt reſtriction, 


ag any objection or heſitation, however 
flight, might endanger the life of himſelf 


and family; but a ſanction thus extorted 
was of no validity; and would permit his 


| majeſty to retract all he had done, and be- 


ſtow on France a government which ſhould 


be agreeable to the people, and yet leave 


to the ſovereign the power neceſſary to 
preſerve er at 8 ane Munde 
n eee, Et ee e 

+ tis wes a me 05 . plats bad 
3 up, afſuring ny he would at his 
leiſure examine it; he added, that I 
might return to SEAT -where count de 


but who was then in the Low Countries, 
would give me notice, as well as prince 
Hohenloe, who was going into Fra 
0 the ö a conference. 
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f On ſceing the emperor, after the inter- 
+ view at Pilnitz, adopt meaſures fo pacific ——— 
and reaſonable, I concluded it was in con- 
ſequetice' of having conſulted Louis the 
teenthyiwhoſe - conſtant with! was to We 
an accommodation; and to ee, 
ue 4 en n . 

2 har; ae: a certainty, thati it ind n never 
been in agitation to ſtation fifteen thouſand: 
Auſtrians on the frontier near Luxem- 
bourg, to protect the king on his arrival at 
Montmedi; his majeſty, I have reaſon to 
believe, only gave me that aſſurance to re- 


OR: ET. ex 95500 e | [- 
3 ” On anti return w Ss 1 found * 1 
following letter from the king of Sweden. 7 
L ſhall not burden my Memoirs with thoſe 1 
Thad ſent him, as they treated entirely of g 


military and ee N none LO 
nan haz namat 
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5 ce Dortningholm, Sept. 24, 1791. | 
ee renten marquis de Bouills,”T have 


uſt fecetved, and almoſt” at the fame 
ang ah 6 66 time, 


1791 
1 | — of Auguſt, and of the ſixteenth. I am i 
they contain. The interview at Pilnitz 
will determine many things, and, indeed, 
tit is time to come to ſome reſolution, as 


nene arrarme ro 
* your two letters, of the elevefiti 


« winter is approaching; and for myſelf, I 
* know but one inſurmountable obſtacle to 


the 1 Jjects of life that "preſented by 


4 nature. This; however, unleſs they 


make a ſpeedy deciſion; will become the 


moſt ſervicable ally of the national aſſem- 


* bly. - As intend again writing to you 
„ by the courier whom I ſhall diſpatch 
“ from hence as ſoon as I am acquainted 


* with the final determination of the em- 


85 1 preſs, I ſhall reſerve for that letter my 
4 "remarks on. the memorial - mentioned in 
“ yours of the ſixteenth; in the mean time 


: 4 I'muſt inform you, that according to all 


<1 have been able to collect from the 
« ſeamen and the ſea charts here, it appears 
« that the port of Oftend i is not capable of | 


3 * receiving a fleet; and it is, beſides to be 


he Saeed. d 8 to enter chis port is im- 
| 2 + . i 8 
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This, however, will not prevent the ex- 


' Wedetition” of che project, provided a ſafe 


place can be found to winter at; but you 
« "muſt likewiſe perceive, that this requires 
* 1 combined operation which cannot take 
plate; and that when once the fleet leaves 
the port of Oſtend, it muſt proceed im- 
“ mediately to execute its object; a cir- 


4 cumſtance which fuits me very well, as 


all great complicated plans are almoſt 
ſure to fail. On this ſubject, however, 


I fall write to you more particularly in 


® a few days. It gives me great ſatisfaction 
« to fee ſuch harmony reign between you 
Ane che princes. The count d Artois i is _ 
« of a diſpoſition to do juſtice to your 
4 merit, and ſet à proper value on 1 
«Zeal; On this critical occaſion you will, 


* an perſuaded, ſee him diſplay the vir 


4 tues of a deſcendant of Henry the 


| 4 Fourth; I know him polelied of the 


af frarikneſs and Seneroſity of that prince, 
of and of the germ of all thoſe qualities 


0 r . „Which 


434 | .«- MEMOIRS RELATING To. 


1791. « which excite enthuſiaſm, and chus add 
— « ſtrength to that intereſt which musfor- 
5 5 tunes alone have the en, of in- 
| 2 6, ng: es h brave ig 


NP... The. 3 155 a. Which 

you mention to me, would be a great 

point. With reſpect to Holland, I queſ- 

tion whether much reliance can be placed 

upon its troops. To put ſuch a maſs in 

WE. motion is too complicated an affair. As 

4: for myſelf, I am ready whenever, pro- 

« vided with che proper means, and in 

three weeks after I. ſhall have received 

_  *. the order, the army will be at the place 

TT of embarkation. I am curious to know 

ho will command the combined armies 
of the Empire, Auſtria, and Pruſſia; the 

6 nomination will be attended with, much 

ps « difficulty, but on the opinion conceived 

« of the abilities of the perſon choſen will 

25 « depend the ſucceſs of the enterpriſe, 

But ſecreſy reſpecting the expedition 

Ns entruſted to N cok is ted n 
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44 tial; at all events, I depend on having 1791. 
yon with me, and that will . 48 N e 
«as ten n thouſand men. 


T a, * 2, £7 py AG. 3 


8 e la "ny 3 the moſt perfect 


4 tranquillity reigns, and we have juſt 

< finiſhed a moſt abundant harveſt. All 
“this is favourable to my views, but the 
« ſeaſon is far advancing, and that is 
e the ſole inconvenience I fear. I hope 
you will continue to let me frequently 
hear from you, and that you are per- 
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+. May the . Bouills, 
th Eos you, under his "holy protection 


2 A eee, 


536: Fay nents; * GUSTAVUS: n 


2 will 1 1 chat at chat d time the 
9 of Sweden firmly believed the emperor 
and king of Pruſſia would declare war 
againſt France, and invade it in the ſpring; 
whereas, on the contrary, the French na- 


| "Goh declared war againſt all Europe. 
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MEMOIRS RELATING ro 
Fe placed much dependence on the Ait. 


ace of the empreſs of Ruſſia, and the reſolu- 


tion ſhe had expreſſedto ſupportacauſe which 


 wasbecomethat of all ſovereigns; he likewiſe 


counted on her influence in the great cabi- 


nets of Europe: but we have ſeen, that her 


Imperial majeſty took a very indirect part 
in this great affair. Policy was more power- 
ful than that ſenſe of glory which had 
3 guided Catherine, and which it 
Was ſuppoſed would fall 8 
Preſent occaſion. | fig (27 


On my return to 3 I wad the 
| favourable reception which my propoſals 
to enter into the ſervice of the empreſs had 
met with. In addition to my demands, 
me had added an honorary and pecuniary 
appointment, much beyond my pretenſions. 
The letter containing her anfwer had been 
received fix weeks before at Paris, by baron 
_ Grimm, the intimate confidant of the 
empreſs; but he had not been able to tranſ- 


mit it to me ſooner, not knowing where I 


2 * 5 
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Nearly at the ſame time, I learned that I 1791. 
had incurred the empreſs's diſpleaſure, by —v—= 


engaging myſeif with the king of Sweden 


at the moment when I was in treaty with 


her. This was contrary to what he had 
affured me. IJ now began; however, to 
perceive that I had acted in a very incon- 


ſiſtent manner. I hoped to repair my 
fault, not önly by informing the empreſs 


of the motives (certainly | diſintereſted) 


which had induced me to accept the offers 


of the king of Sweden, and expreſſing my 


gratitude for thoſe which ſhe had made me 
with ſo much nobleneſs and -generofity ; _ 


but at the ſame. time by repreſenting to her, 
that her war with the Turks being termi- 


. nated, I thought ſhe had no occaſion for 


my ſervices; in conſequence of which 1 


had conſidered it my duty to engage with 
a prince who, ſeconding the efforts of her 


imperial majeſty, in a manner devoted him- 


ſelf, for the ſafety of my ſovereign, and . 


mme use h of oy French . 


1 * 144 IJ +3 


IOW a} 


patched one to the king of Sweden, ac- 


OBEY _  quainting 


4386 
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1797. quainting him with my embarraſſment, 


and reminding him of the terms of my en- 


gagement, which I conceived to be that I 


\ 


ſhould only be employed on ſuch occaſions 


as furniſhed me with an opportunity of 


ſerving my king and country. I told him 


| likewiſe how neceſſary it was for the Swe- 
diſh and Ruſſian troops to leave the Baltic 


before winter, that they might be i in a con- 
ROE to 4 the ps _—_" he 
. he 4 inherent; 8 my eg to 
the king of Sweden and receiving his an- 
fwer, events occurred in France which I 
had not foreſeen, and which occaſioned 
me no ſmall ſurpriſe and uneaſineſs. The 
conſtituent aſſembly having completed the 


new conſtitution, preſented it to the king, 
vrho accepted it without the leaſt alteration ; 


Having) only made ſome flight obſervations 
upon the defects i it ſeemed to him to con- 
tain; I learned likewiſe,. that this aſſembly, 
_ WR had loſt all its importance, as well 
as the eſteem and confidence of the nation, 
then under the dominion of the Orleaniſts 
__ — ure had ſeparated after 
e SE , 


17 75 
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ee appointed an election of new depu- 
ties, who were to form a permanent na- 
tional aſſembly, deſtined for the future to 
repreſent the French nation, to retain in 


/ their” own hands the whole legiſlative | 
power, and tranſmit it ſucceſſively to other 


aſſemblies, which were to be renewed at 
periods ſtated in the conſtitution. The 


Jacobins, | I underſtood, had made them- 


ſelves maſters -of the UeRicis:' ſo that 


the majority of the new aſſembly conſiſted 
of men of the moſt abandoned characters, 
but at the ſame time bold and daring in 


1791. 
— 


the extreme, It was much to be appre- 


hended then, that they would complete 
the work their predeceſſors had begun, 
and deſtroy every veſtige of the monar- 


chy, ſuppreſſing even the name of a king. 
The conſtituent aſſembly, it appeared, 
previous to diſſolving itſelf, had, at the 


inſtance of La Fayette, revoked the decree 


it had paſſed for arreſting and bringing 


to trial all perſons accuſed of having 
been concerned in the departure of 25 


lang from Paris on the 21ſt of June; it 


. 


dla FF 4 ; had 


* 


\ 


: aw; | had ikewile aboliſned all proceedings. re- 
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S—— lative/-to./the. events of the revolution; 


© laſtly, I was informed that La Fayette 


had reſigned the command of the national 
guard of Paris, that he was appointed 


to ſucceed me as commander of the armies 
of the Meuſe and ee mes hat 
Was e len 


* . 


. 


oF 


Thane, on. any. jon 1 ig axed 


| NE blame the proceedings of La Fa- 


| : yette, not only towards myſelf, but like- 


wiſe towards the king, whom. he treated, 
particularty after his arreſt at Varennes, 
with an inſolence and harſhneſs unexampled, 
but which perhaps he thought: negeſſary to 
ſecure bimſelf from he fury of the Jaco- 
binsz though at the ſame time his Political 


condud Was very reprehenſible; yet I muſt 


- ackp owledge, that; his, ;debaviour, with yo 
_ ol: $9, me was certainly generous, and 


it was the more meritorious as, had the 
es not been. arreſted at Varennes, there 
is every reaſon to. believe La Fayette would 
eee waſſacred wy * e Wh 
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| bel him reſponſible for the king's eſcape. 


1791. 


In the letter which I ſent from Luxem- — 


S bourg to the aſſembly, 1 likewiſe warmly 
attacked him. His conduct then, on the 


preſent occafion, is a ſufficient proof of his 
moderation. He never Was, I repeat it, 
a man of a bad heart; but that enthuſiaſtic 


love of liberty which he acquired in Ame- 
| rica, joined to an immoderate thirſt for 
glory, and ſentiments of philanthropy, in- 


flamed his boſom, raiſed in him exalted 


| notions, and diverted his qualities towards 
81 dangerous point, making one of the 
chiefs of the revolution, a young man who, 


when experience ſhould have calmed the | 


deceitful ardour of youth, might perhaps 


have become one of.the beſt ſervants to his 
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| ſovereign, and a ſtrenuous ſupport to the 5 
monarchy. Here then I muſt expreſs my 
ſincere wiſhes for his reſtoration to liberty 

and tranquillity, hoping at the ſame time, 
that che events he has witneſſed, and the 
misfortunes he has gone through, may 


have mee him 88885 his W 
; Os "OF N "ITS F 2 Aer 7: 
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imagine that the king was in hopes, by his 
acceptance of the new conſtitution, to quiet 
the public mind, arid procure a return of 


| had prevailed on the emperor and the other 


"exons RELATING To 


Many months in the mean time had 
elapſed, without any appearance of the em- 
peror's projects being carried 1 into execution: 


Iſaw no armies afſembled on the French 
frontier, nor did 1 hear of any congreſs 
formed to treat with the exiſting govern- 


ment in France; ; I began, therefore, to 


his own tranquillity ; conſequently that he 


allied powers to take no ſtep which might 


lead to hoſtilities, that being what he ſtu- 


diouſſy endeavoured to avoid. In this 
opinion I was confirmed by the heſitation 
of the court of Spain to furniſh the king 


of Sweden with the fifteen millions of li- 
vres which it had promiſed him, to defray 


the expences of his expedition. His Swe- 
diſh majeſty had deſired me to write on 
this ſubject, in his name, to the Spaniſh 
miniſter: this I did, but receiving an' an- 
ſwer couched in terms extremely vague, I 


adviſed that prince to open a loan, either 


in Holland, or in ſome of the free mari- 
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time towns of the North, under the gua- 1791. 
— 


rantee of Spain, whoſe intentions, however, 
with reſpect to the affairs of een 7 


| peared tc to me _: 


5 iti I wat informed that anarchy 
| was daily gaining ground in France, and 
this was but too clearly proved by the 


crowds. of emigrants of every deſcription 
who came for refuge to the adjoining 7 
frontier. Theſe, as they arrived, were 
armed and embodied on the banks of the 


Rhine, forming a little army which threat 


ened the provinces of Alſace and Lorraine: 
this was a ſtep, however, which awakened 


the fury of the people, and contributed 
much to the ſucceſs of the deſtructive pro- 


jects of the Jacobins and anarchiſts. The 
emigrants even wiſhed to make an attempt 
upon Straſbourg, where, they thought, 
from the intelligence they had received, : 
they had partiſans who would put them % 
poſſeſſion of the gates; but the king, com- 
ing to the knowledge of their intentions, e 
k / rn his RY and even ck intreaties, 


B 


KL to prevent them, from. committing any act. 
: he ſent to he Princes his bro- 


8 . de Viomenil, and the cheva- i 


ens RELATING. o 8 


lier de Coigny, who were charged to repre- 
. in the ſtrongeſt terms, his di ſapproba- 


tion of the arming of the French nobility, 


a. meaſure which met with every poſlible | 
ee from che r eee yet” 


A * 580 ** ** 4 


: ad the Me i 1.of ter . 
received the following letter from the king 
of Sweden. It contains anſwers to ſeveral 
paſſages of one which I had written him 


b. i the = * ar rde mie. 
02 Lo wn Wo « Stockholm, Dee. 23 1991. 


25 * M. 45 Bouille, all the letters Which 
«you 1 bave written to me are come ſafe 

4 to band; be aſſured 1 have, read them 

| « with that Attention. which, is due to 
« whatever comes from 2 man of Four 
© merit, and treats of ſubjects f in Which 

« 1 ſo lively and ſincere an Wart. q 


_— 
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4 that chere is one of your letters which 1991. 


« Ras given me both furpriſe and concern. * 


4 thought that at Aix4s-Chapelle we 5 


a had made an agreement, Which, as a 
French cavalier, vou would Saul 


0 obſerve. Zeal for the cauſe of Your 4 
4 unfortunate ſovereign having led You 


te quit your. country, and attach your- 
* ſelk to me, his oldeſt, and, 28 yo, now 
„ ſes, his only Faithful ally; 1 ſappofed 


% one but Ke: could perſuade” you” to 
9 leave me, and that Sweden was become 
E fatter myſelf, 


your ſecond country: 
© however, that it wit .attachmen to 
your ſevereign, that ſentiment” ſo noble 


and reſpectable, which tarfied you by 


6.x very natural enthuſiafm towards thbſe 


= Kanno Wied t ſitterity:” "your 
| 1 dull "uy nothing fürcher upon the 


| Aoſubje@t43 bot vun n to thank me 


* 


3 r 1 N ; 2 for 


opened, "ind | 


ho you then [thought were going too 
ſerve his aufe. Since that time you 
have had an opportunity ef ſceing 
ether they" or I had moſt zcal und 5 


ME wht net amiNG 10 
2 « for having, „with the · franknefs of a 


_ 6s gentleman, - ſpoken to you of what lay 
15 « next my heart 

« tirely my own, ee you to conſider 
«, me. as entirely yours. | This then is 
; 64 e 1 could not write you by the 


Ino regard you as en- 


|, nor could I reſolve to write at all 
« without: unboſoming myſelf to you: 


let us ſpeak no more of this, but direct | 
| * all our attention towards the means of 

5 « extricating your ſovereign from his pre- 
| « ſent ſituation. . Lou already know that 


2 the treaty. ſigned between me and the 


« empreſs has. juſt been ratified ; her con- 


< ſtancy and mine are not dubious: you 
have ſeen likewiſe that we are the 
6 only e who have ſent mi- 


| « , niſters to the Princes; and I can aſſure 
« you in confidence, that our reſpective 
« * ambaſſadors have received orders to 


« quit. Paris under pretext of leave of 


2 bees, and that we are making 0 
« parations and concerting-meaſur 


Ide approaching . ſpring; but we have 
X * agreed. e dep te national af 


10 992 | 3 5 15 5 fs f ſembly, 


be 
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© King; of Pruſſia; and I. entertain no 


| doubt but this princeſs will at laſt ſue- | 
5 ceed in perſuading the chief of che 
empire of tlie obligations he is under 
4 ya as a ſoyereign, as a brother; and as em- 

Ref to his ſiſter, and e 
* an oppreſſed monarchs , What you tel! 
d me of the ſentiments of the queen of 


& peror, to carry Te 


EFFjrance, muſt add weight to the repre- 
2 ſentations already made to his Imperial 


2 4 majeſty, and deprive. him of all further 
pretexts. In the mean time the empreſs 
+, perliſts in. her reſolution. f doing | 
l nothing hic may diſcover her in- 
/ e ds Hol 8 1 8 = ; 6 tention 


A 


; « 


> 
% 


4. 4 ſembly, leſt they ſhould equip 4 naval 1791. 
: « force, which would much embarraſs us. 
j * and oblige us to make greater prepa- 
xations, as we can have no communi- 
cation with you but by ſea; at leaſt 
the empreſs e: under apprehenſions of 
this kind, and the large ſhips now in 
e ſuſpicions. In the mean time ſhe, does 
not ceaſe; to preſs] the emperor, and the 


2 - 
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© . is the reaſon why J 
cannot enter imd any treaty for the 


Sh, © 


vurnorns RELATING 10 
— attack in tlie eng 


troops you mention as going to quit 


the ſervice of the © United Provinces: 
beſides, you know Spain is to furniſh 


< the money; and though äething can 


3 * be fairer chan the promiſes the holds 


out to me, yet hitberto they have deen 


void of effect. Every thing” hive 16 | 
: . #{however"in" \ readineſs; and that T may 5 


get rid of all embarraſſments, and efta- 


| «/ bliſh perfect order in my finances, de- 


< ranged by the various demands brought 
_ $:n fince the war, I am going to con- 
_ #:70ke'the; States General of my king- 
dom; ſo y ſee Lam getting my hand 
Vin this aſſembly will, I hope; inſtead 


* 


Fr and act like 
the ſpear ef Achiles, which alone could 
N. ee wounds irfelf Had given” 1 
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&-yell ſkilled in thoſe: of Turenne, that 17 


449 
91. 


4 might render effential aſſiſtance to the "DL 


0 cauſe of all true Frenchmen; „ What 1 
am deficient, however, will be made 

up by my ſecond, who, I hope will not 
deſert me- To ſecure him I have 


e tranſmitted to him the patent and 


bes f his bes; as well as thoſe for 
4 the count de Bouillé and the che- 
e valier de Rodez; begging to remind him 


*. Bouille, may the Abiiighry: mike! you | 


* under fide LOW N de 5 


ee e eee 
4 « P, 8. 1 dn 8 to eue 48 
* venheilm my miniſter. at the Hague, 


*. ag the hoer, you ene 


f 


= #: 
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n geen Ah Wia beer that thi king, 


of Sweden was very doubtful as to the 


who, at that time muſt have been de- 


t termined 


« tg give all the neceſſary information 


* 


"0? 
1791. termined to take no part in the a of 
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3 France. Of this the empreſs was un- 


doubtedly informed, but ſhe had not yet 


communicated the circumſtance to him. 
1 knew ſhe was then employing all her 
influence with the emperor and the king 


of Pruſſia for the purpoſe of inducing 
dem to declare war againſt France; to 
the former of theſe ſovereigns ſhe had 
even written a letter in very ſtrong terms, 
in vrhich ſhe repreſented to him that the 


king, of Pruſſia, to avenge a ſimple omiſſion 


I, of reſpect towards His ſiſter, had marched 


an army into- Holland, whilſt he tamely 
- ſuffered every ſpecies of inſult to be heaped 


upon the queen of France, quietly re- 


maihing a ſpectator whllſt ſhe Was! de- 


graded from her rank and dignity, and 
her huſband ſtripped of his crown! To- 
Wards Spain, Which, by the advice of 
count d' Aranda, had adopted a pacific con- 
duct, the enipreſs 4c . wo er. 
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x Nevertheleſs "6, RW”. 1 85 the ac 
mne of 6 new. conſtitution, by Louis 
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the 80 teenth, conſented again to receive 1791. 


the ambaſſador from France, whom, he had 
before forbid his court; he was. even the 
firſt, monarch. who ſuffered the national 
flag to enter bis ports. 5 Spain, Ruſſia, and 
Sweden were at this time the only powers 
that ordered their ambaſſadors to leave 
Paris. From all: cheſe circumſtances it is 
evident. that the. views of Leopold were 
directed towards peace, and that in this. 


reſpect | he Was under the influence, of the ; | 


32 


king, and queen of France. e 


1 Ur now 7 e 1 in _ 
Qing information relative to. the project. 
concerted. between the empreſs of Ruſſia 


and the king of Sweden. A deſcent upon 


the French coaſt might, be made, ; 6 found, 
in five different places, and having drawn 
up 2 ſtatement of the advantages and | 
diſadvantages attendant . on each, I tranſ-. 
mitted it to the latter ſovereign for bis 
conſideration. In caſe the confederate 
princes, conformably to the emperor's plan, 
ſhould have ſet on foot 4 negotiation ſup- 


2 


1 


' f 5 G 2 75 ported : 
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ported by their armies, 1 recommended i it 


— to him to land near Dunkirk, and there 


ſecure his poſition. by occupying the en- 


trenched camp which is below that town; 
if, on the contrary it was determined to 


act offenſively, and penetrate by the 


French frontier, I adviſed him to diſem- 


bark his army in a province at a leſs diſ- 
tance from Paris, where he might find a 
ſafe repoſitory for, his arms, and a large 
navigable river, by which he might tranſ- 
port his ammunition. and proviſions; in 


we place I pointed out to him we ſhould 


likewiſe have had correſpondents, par- 
tizans, and reſources of every kind.” This 
plan of operations, Which contained every 


©: particular neceſſary to be known, 1 ſent 
1792. 


in the beginning of che month of January | 


to the king of Sweden; and it was after- 


x wards approved by the empreſs. The 


winter paſſed without any ſign of move- 
ment among the foreign troops on the 


frontier of France, on any thing that in 


the leaft announced an approaching war: 


| 7 was even informed by: the elector of 


Mayence, 


7 4 


- 
n "=" "0 
*% + 1 
133 

2 


1 : 7 * - - he — oy 


| THE FRENCH REVOLUTION, g 453 


fans; that the emperor was much 1 792. 
averſe to it, and the inclinations of then 
king of France, by what we could learn, 
were ſimilar. M. Mallet du Pan, who 
deſervedly enjoyed his confidence, was 
diſpatched by him to the king of Pruſſia 

and the duke of Brunſwick on a ſecret 
miſſion, the object of which-is related in 

the Memoirs of M. * Bertrand Ie 
publiſhed. FI? | 


- The e at this time conſtituted” 
an army of from fifteen to eighteen 
_ thouſand men, conſiſting principally of a 
very brilliant cavalry. * Whilſt at Mayence 
I faw M. Mallet du Pan, who informed 
me of the king's pacific diſpoſition, and 
of his reſignation under very diſquieting 
; circumſtances.” M. Mallet du Pan had no 
intention of returning to France, where 
the truth with which he had depicted 
the crimes committed during the revo- 
lution, and the impartiality with which he 
had expoſed the errors of the different 85 
| parties, had expoſed him to che dangers | 
0 * | 5 N 
5 66G 3 Weed 
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1792. 


=> received the following letter from the king 
of Sweden, * was ee the 
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Towards the latter end of February I 


laſt, 


24 " o 


* 


8 : 10 Get, Feb. 6 1792. 
« Yours of che gth, of January, M. de 


« Bouille, came ſafe to hand a few days 


60 ago. expect with } impatience the arri- 


6 val of your ſon, who ſhall be received as 
| te one of r mig: that is ſaying | 


f y 2 1 0 9 0 5 ns . 
g N z 1 4 b £ 
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« 1 e 2 bebeld ne concern, . 
4 little ſecrecy which preyails i in the coun- 
« cils of Coblentz; it is the natural conſe- 
* quence: of too extended 4 confidence. © 4 
6c have been too often in the practice either 
« of guiding, or of oppoſi ng revolutions, 
not to know; that they can never be ef- 
he fected unleſs one perſon has the ſole ma- 
“ nagement of them; and that he muſt only 
conſult his own heart. Would the count 
* Artois believe this, I have not the leaſt 
COW t, of his cap 10 i * 0 being the e 


TAI * & ret) 85 . 


6 to port; but it is the misfortune of che 15 


(e 
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- Bourbons, that with all the qualities ne- 


ceſſary to form heroes, they have a diſ- 
truſt of themſelves, which is really un- 
_ 6:Rur(t; and leads them to take too much 
counſel. However, there is no occaſion 
to deſpair; the empreſs of Ruſſia ſeems 
4 daily more diſpoſed to abide by her ge- 
© nerous reſolutions, which only acquire 
new ſtrength from the obſtacles which 
are preſented to her. Having, on the 
ninth of January, ſigned a treaty of peace 
with the Turks, at Jaſſy, ſhe will now 
have her hands more at liberty. With 
reſpect to myſelf, I am near the cloſe of 
my diet, which to the ſurpriſe of all my 
6. 


adverſaries, and perhaps of my friends, 


paſſes with the moſt perfect tranquillity. 
"Wiſhing to aſſiſt my friends in the re- 
eſtabliſhment of order, I thought I ſhould 
begin at home, and endeavour to compoſe 
diviſions there. Of three orders I was 

certain; and the nobility,” which in 1789 | 


e was moſt violent againſt me, is kept in 


3 


awe by the decided majority Thave in 
e #0004: -- | Se 
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« the . ies; orders, and the conſtant at · 


tachment they ſhew me. I am endea- 
ävouring to make the nobles comprehend, 
" that in the eighteenth century, the firſt 


order in the ſtate muſt ſuſtain itſelf by the 


* ſtability of the throne, and its protec- 


tion, and not by contending againſt its 


* ſovereign; but they do not yet perfectly 
t underſtand their intereſt; they know, 
„ however, that they are the weakeſt, 


& and begin to have prudence enough not 


to ſet themſelves in,oppoſition to their 


king and the three other orders, which, 


N en have the t, 11 * 


! 155 65 1 9 5 5 | 1 


( che advantage of] 
a reign who ever ventured to convoke ſo 
great an afſembly, and ſucceeded. It is 
60 true, I am a little verſed in the tactie of 
bh diets; were 1 as well ee with 


1 
— : [ * 


/ - wi « Sick e Senden, of ons. 1 
> 5 « have very little doubt but all will go to 


*« my entire ſatisfaction; I ſhall then have 


— 


eing the only ſove- 
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* 


25 Luckners and Rochambeaus; but I ſhall. 1792. 
« have good ſoldiers and an able aſſiſtant. 


“ ſo that I am not very negated of 
0 failing, i r 


6 Adieu, M. de Bouills, &c. 
| « GUSTAVUS: „ 


"hs appears, thee the 1 of n 


placed much reliance on the active part the 


empreſs of Ruſſia would take in the affairs 


of France; this, however, never extended 
beyond profeſſions. His Swediſh majeſty - 
laboured under an error, and there is every 


reaſon to believe that Catherine would never 


have furniſhed him with eighteen thouſand 
Ruſſians, as ſhe had promiſed; beſides, I 
am perſuaded, the emperor and the king of 


Pruſſia had never admitted him to a know- 
ledge of their views or projects; both of 
them had a perſonal averſion for him, and 
' were deſirous, that he ſhould not at all ac- 


TO ann. che affairs of BY rance. 


W the month of en Leopcld died. 
There is not a rg, * his imperial ma- 


. 


i 


\ 
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probable, that he would, notwithſtanding, 


have been compelled to take arms by the 
Jacobins, who then directed every thing in 


France; who were defirous of war, and de- 


clared it ſoon afterwards, that. they might 


put in execution their project of totally 
annihilating the monarchy, deſtroying their 


ne _ e a OR 


"If > 4 


The Aer of. eee 3 was = 
mately. connected with the cabinet of 


\ Vienna, ſaid to me, when the French de- 


clared war ſome time after the death of 


Leopold, You are very happy that the 


FEFxrench are the enen, otherwiſe, you 


6. would have had no war.“ This prince, 


as well as myſelf, regarded a war as abſo- 


lutely neceſſary, not only for the purpoſe of 


re-eſtabliſhing order in France, but, like- 


+ wiſe, to preſerve the general tranquillity of 


Europe, through every part of which the 
Jacobins diſſeminated their. principles, 


| whoſe dangerous tendency | ſoon appeared, 


as. revolutions, began, already to be ee 


35 hended 3 in the ee ſtates. ID. 
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1 CHAP. xv. 


Numerous army levied by the F oh. 3 
|  effeted. ali. nation of. the king of 
Sꝛoedlen. Some account of that monarch, 
and of. the conſpiracy by: which be loft bis 
© life—T quit the ſervice of Sueden. Fall, 

and empriſunment of La F ayette.—He is 
ſucceeded in the command of the French 
army by Dumourier.— Long vs 1 and Verdun ' 
taken b 4 the AT Fang fon. 


14 


ws French government in the mean 1792. 


> to means which I thought not only inſuth- 

. cient, but which I conceived it impoſſible 7 
to reduce to practice; they have, neverthe · 

leſs, ſucceeded. They raiſed a new army, 

three times more numerous than that for- 
merly kept up by: France; they {kilfully 


employed, in defence of the country, thoſe 3:36 


ne Hanis, who had hitherto contri- 
buted 


* N 
* f "4% * i $4 $$ a” 
„ 8 


time prepared for war, having recourſe ö 


ns — Mo 4 a 7 
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1792. buted to throw the kingdom into diſorder, 
r= Theſe were all formed into regiments, and 


put upon the ſame footing as the regular 
troops ; the command of them was given 


to old or ſubordinate officers, who had 


Z quitted che ſervice, and were very numerous 
in the provinces: moſt of them men of 


experience. Commiſſions were likewiſe 


given to thoſe” adventurers” ſo frequently 


met with in Franke before the revolution, 
and ſince that event become Kill more 
common; men, whoſe only reſource wag 


their courage, their enterpriſe, and their 
induſtry. - Legions of ſervants out of place, 


of men without profeſſions, of artiſts who 


; ſubſiſted by the manufacture of luxuries 


now no longer wanted, of gentlemen {I 


game-keepers, ſmugglers, and the thouſands 
formerly engaged in the ſervice of the 


farmers-g general, and in the collection of 


che public revenue: theſe came flocking | 
in x crowds to recruit the national army. 


The officers hd had quitted their regi- 


ments to join the 8 were replaced by 


5 ” 


5 „ ſubaltern. 
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ſubaltern officers, conſiſting principally of } 792. 
tradeſmen” s ſons who had received a good — 
education, but had been led to adopt a mi- 
litary life by their libertine conduct; theſe, 
more accuſtomed to obey. than command, 
| had, nevertheleſs, long been inſtructed in 
the military diſcipline. Some few generals 
alſo, diſguſted with the court, remained in 
France attached to the new conſtitution; of 
this number, were La Fayette and the too 
celebrated Dumourier; to theſe, ſucceeded: 
men whom nature had endowed with ta- 
lents, which the circumſtances of the times 
developed: the government, confined in its: 
choice of officers to no particular claſs, 
gave the moſt diſtinguiſhed of theſe the 
means of diſplaying themſelves. .. They 
| formed a ſtaff, beyond diſpute, the ableſt- 
in Europe; the members who compoſed it, 
were choſen from among the civil and mi- 
litary engineers, moſt remarkable for their 
kill and activity. They eſtabliſhed a mili- 
tary council, which directed the operations 
of the armies, themſelves being guided b ß; 
the plans, journals, and memoirs of the | 
„ El . moſt 


A bg ner OI a 


rr 
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— moſt experienced generals, who, during 4 
N ſpace of one hundred and fifty years, had 
made campaigns upon the frontier; which 
materials, under the old government, had 
been formed into a complete work, deſtined 
for the 'fiſe and inſtruction of all French 
generals. Tacties were likewiſe framed 
upon ſimple and eaſy principles; and the 
French, in the courſe of the war, invented 
ant w fyſtem of manoeuvres unknown to 
5 heir enemies; to which they were indebted 
dora great part of their victories. They 
aaa, beſides, the beſt artillery in Europe; 
a-e ableſt engineers; the ſtrongeſt towns, 
which they repaired with incredible dili- 
= gence; and a military diſcipline! of ſo ri- 
gordus a nature, chat in other armies it 
would have been thought cruel; while, at 
the ſame time, their ſoldiers were the beſt 
paid, the beſt fed and provided. To theſe 
citcumſtances, add the fanaticiſm of the 
5 troops and people, the military and politi- f 
cal talents of general Dumourier, and the 
advantages gained by that general at the 
9 of the war, and we ſhall no 
8 5 longer 


5 
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longer be aſtoniſhed, that the/ſucceſs of the 1792. 
French was as extraordinary as the compo-— 
ſition / of their army, and the ſpirit by 
which it was animated. "A 36 5 
1 winter che Fretich were ed in 
8 their frontier in a ſtate of defence, 
ſparing neither pains nor expence. They 
eſtabliſhed founderies for cannon at Paris 
and in many other towns; every where 
were manufactories for arms, and all _ 
reſembled” one vaſt arſenal. Thoſe m 7755 | 
chanic arts which before furniſhed ates | 4 | 
of luxury, being now abandoned, che 
Rarids which they formerly occupied were 
employed! in the fabrication of ioſtruments 
of war. "Every reſource of finance was ap- 
propriated to the expences of the war, and 
preparations were made with ſuch prudence 
and diſpatch, that the following ſpring the _ LE 
: French were in a condition to take the FO 5 
A field; in he courſe: of the firſt campaign, A OO. 
to a on the offenſive ; to quit and reſume | | 
this plan; finally preſerving 1 it by the num: 
ber and ſuperiority ol their armies, the ex- | 
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cellence 
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1792. cellence of their generals, and e un- 
daunted courage of cheir ſoldiers. While 
anarchy and {diſorder reigned through 
France, while the different parties tore in 
pieces and mutually deſtroyed each other, 
while a popular tyrant was deluging her in 
f blood, and, commanding murder and every 
8 Other crime; ſtill did the enthuſiaſtic love 
of liberty, the diſcipline, the obedience, 
and valour of her warxiors, render her 
every where victorious. Not but that they 
were indebted for. part of. their ſucceſſes to 
the faults of their enemies. Never was a 
confederation. more neceſſary, never was 
one more powerful, and never was one 
more diſcordant. No alliance ever pro- 
duced ſuch numerous armies, but never 
were they worſe employed. N 0. longer 
did that ſpirit reign, which had directed 
the league formed to repreſs the ambi- 
tion of Louis the Fourteenth, on occaſion 
of the Spaniſh. ſucceſſion; yet that was an 
affair of far leſs conſequence to. the tran- 
- quillity of Europe. The military genius 
of A, and. ; Engene.. (remed. to 
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have followed them to the grave. It was 
reſerved for àa young prince of the Imperial 
blood to recall victory, after a ſeries of 
defeats, and to reſtore to the Imperial arms 
all their ancient glory. 


Ta. the night of the ſixteenth 7 hg 


I eenth of March the king of Sweden was 
aſſaſſinated, and with him fell his projects. 


By his death we were deprived rather of 


a uſeful friend, than a powerful ally. By 
me as an individual, his loſs was moſt 


ſenſibly felt; not only his mining and 
heroic qualities had excited my eſtgem | 
and admiration; 5 likewiſe felt for tis 
prince an attachment which a know - 
ledge of his openneſs and generoſity, 5 


joined to that intereſt he ever took in 


my affairs, had inſpired me with. I pro- 
poſed attaching my fate to his, and (if 


| I may be permitted ſo to expreſs” myſelf) 
uniting with his, my own fortune and 


exiſtence. Even had the monarchy deen 
re. eſtabliſhed in France, I doubt wh ther 


: that could have ſeparated me from him. 
| it n may not be unpleaſing to my 


n x: readers, 


* 
- * 


* 
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1792. cs; i 1 inſert ſome few particulars 
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art relative to the latter part of the life, the 


tragic death, the perſon and character of 


dis monarch: on the geen null of them 


9 8 r depend. 


The Ling of, 1 purpoſing to leave 
kis dominions on, a long and dangerous 


expedition which he meditated againſt 
France, had, in the month of January 
1792, convened the ſtates of his kingdom 
at Gefle, ſeventeen Swediſh miles from 

| Stockholm, for the purpoſe of inſuring 
tranquillity during his abſence, and of reme- 
dying the diſorder into which his finances 
had been thrown, by his laſt war with 
the Ruſſians. The diet was neither lang 


nor tempeſtuous. The , habitual diſcon- 
tent, ſhewnn by the nobility ſince the 


| abglition of the ſenate and their other 


Prerogatives, ſtill diſplayed itſelf, but with- 
ont violence; it was reſtrained by the 

three other orders, who were entirely in 
he king 8 intereſt. Tbeſe, in the courſe 
of the e diet, even adopted, a. meaſure in 


which . 


- — 


— w 
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which the firſt order took no part; * 1792. 
appointed a deputation to wait upon the 
king, to thank his majeſty for having, 
in the diet of 1789, aboliſhed the ſenate; 
and to confirm the ſanction already given 
to the act for this purpoſe, which was 
called be act , ſafety. By it the royal 
authority received a conſiderable. aug- 
mentation, as it deſtroyed the only body 
which could obſcure or counterbalance“ 
the king's prerogative, and rendered him 
arbiter of peace and war. This act, and 
| this procedure on the part of the three 
inferior orders, were the more remarkable, 
as they were one ground of the coſpiracy 
hes broke out ſhortly after, | | 


Was ; hin Fo vg the > of the 
diet, the four orders united, appointed 
a new; deputation to the king, thanking 
him for the care he had beſtowed on the 
education of the prince royal, and requeſt- 1 


»The eſtates themſelves derive their exiſtence fromm 
the king, who has the right of convoking 8 
CS ing | 
| | i 
\ * 
v 5 
* 
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1792. "ing that! he might be examined in the 
—— 


different branches of inſtruction he was 
then purſuing. The examination took 


; place in preſence of the king and the de- 


puties from the four orders. It was pre- 


miſed by a diſcourſe from his majeſty, 


addreſſed to the members of the deputation, 


praying them to attend to the trial his 


ſon was about to undergo, that they might 
judge of his progreſs ſince his examination 


| we the ow diet. „ gl 


5 


Thus it is, chat under this government 


a «he ſtate and the ſovereign are united in 
one object, and the ſueceſſor of the mo- 
narch is brought up as the child of the 


nation, to which he is reſponſible for 
the education and virtues | of his fon. 
The ſtates of the kingdom had been the 
infant's ſponſors, and they watched over 


his improvement with a truly parental care, 


knowing how much their happineſs would 
depend on his future character. The 


royal youth was interrogated by a biſhop, 


vpan the * Os 5 winch 1 is that , | 
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of che country; he was then ni 1792. 
by his preceptor in the Latin language, Sn 
in ethics, and in hiſtory. On all theſe 
points he received plaudits, which excited 
in him tears of joy, announcing an amiable 
diſpoſition, and a happy PO for his gs 
future ſubjects. i 
. The diet loſing on the 23d of February, 

the king immediately returned to Stock- 
holm, overjoyed at having happily brought 
to a concluſion an aſſembly in which there 
were ſo many malcontents: he now hoped 
that he ſhould be able to devote his whole 
attention to. his projects of glory and 
ambition. Some add that he was no leſs 
delighted at having finiſhed the diet be- 
fore the beginning of March, an epoch 5 
the danger of which had been foretold to 
him, as to Cæſar, and which nevertheleſs 
proved <3 fatal to him | as to that 
| EK man. 


ine the e were forming | 's 
projet of the 'moſt N nature 
= 4 H * 3 e 


4e 


1792. agilan the king; and ſolittle ſecreſy did they 
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3 at ita obſerve, that their meaſures were known, 


and every body expected an approaching 
exploſion. That an alarming conſpiracy 


_ _ exiſted, was evident, but who were the 


principal perſons cancerned, remained yet 
to be diſcovered. Baron d'Efears, then at 
Stockholm in quality of agent for the 
French princes,” had been apprized of a 
plot formed againft the life of his Swediſh 


majeſty, and had communicated the in- 


formation to the ſuperintendant of the | 
police, who received and counterſigned 


his depoſition, but took no precautions in 
conſequence. A foreigner of diſtinction 


who was then at Stockholm, and frequently 


{aw the king in private, having a few 
days before received a letter from Ger- 


many, which mentioned a report preva- 


lent there that the king of Sweden had 
been aſſaſſinated, acquainted his majeſty 


with it, beſeeching him to be more on 


his guard, and to profit by the warning he 


received from all quarters, repreſenting 


_ to him that he had much to apprehend = 


from 
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from his incenſed nobility. - The king 1792. 


replied, that he would rather blindly deW . 
liver himſelf up to his deſtiny, than tor- 


ment himſelf with the numberleſs precau- 
tions which theſe ſuſpicions would render 
neceſſary: Were I, ſaid he, © to liſten 
4 to every ſtory of plots, I could not 
* drink a glaſs of water ; beſides, I am 
« far from giving credit to any report 
_ *. which accuſes my ſubjects of meditating 
an attempt upon my life: the Swedes, 
„ though brave in war, are timid in po- 


& litical affairs; and as ſucceſs can hard- 


«* ly fail to attend my expedition againſt 
6 France, it is my intention to ſend all the 
„ trophies I take into Sweden, which 
„ will be the means of increaſing my 
power by procuring me the general con- 
< fidence and N 

| - Soak were the. romantic notions of this 
prince, and their. natural effect was to 
flatter. his imagination, on fire for glory, 
ale ys, EQUIREE> and r. erp his 
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His meaſures at the ſame time awakened 


8 88 the animoſity ↄf the malcontents; who, to 


the thirſt for vengeance Sr we by the 
ſuppreſſion of the privileges of the nobility, 


the extenſion of the royal authority, the 
diſorder which reigned in the finances, 


and the diſproportion between the temper 
and projects of the king, and the limits of 


his power, joined the apprehenſions ex- 
cited by this expedition, which was open- 
ly treated as a mad attempt, likely to 
ſwallow up all the reſources -of Sweden 
both-i in 8 Ys and 9 25 


3 och ton were Rf PLIES Upon 


which this conſpiracy was entered into: 


not but that it in part originated in the 


ambition of ſome daring individuals who are 


always the main ſpring of ſuch an enter- 
priſe. To this may be added, an ill- con- 


ceived hatred ; ingratitude, ſo common 


and ſo convenient in our days; a want of 
public ſpirit, and a ſordid attachment to 
ſelf-intereſt ; . that rage for liberty which 


2a very ſenſible writer calls the hypocriſy 


* age; and ky the reading of the 


F rench / 
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1 papers, and the example of the 1792. 
revolutionary movements in France. PN 


bably even that ſpirit of fanaticiſm which, 
as the king in his diſcourſe to the diet 


ſaid, © hag ſhaken empires to their found- 
ation, and given birth to ſo many 


« Sexdes , contributed, if not to the origin, 
atleaſt to the encouragement of criminal 


attempts; a fact avowed by ſome of the 


guilty: and to this was confined the in- 


fluence of the French revolution and its 


n on chis event. | 


wn the diet was ſitting at Gefle, 


the conſpirators had made ſeveral attempts 
to execute their project, but without ſucceſs, 
| thöugh the king was more indebted to his 


good fortune than his vigilance for his 
eſcape. Even after his return to Sweden, 
three of the principals i in the plot had re- 


paired to Haga, a country-ſeat of his 
Swediſh © majeſty, about three miles from 
3 where he paſſed * of che 


4 fanatical ende in Voltaire 5 Tragedy of 
| Mahomet. 55 


Tc e | wo | 


_ | 


ans... winter with: fow guards ks: this .re. 
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| tinue. Approaching the palace about five 


in the evening, they placed themſelves in 


ambuſh near the king's apartment, which 


vas: on the ground-floor, armed with ca- 


rabines. Here they waited for an op- 


F Portunity to diſpatch him; when, this 
Prince, who was juſt returned from a long 


walk, came in his morning gown. to repoſe 


in his library, the windows of which 


formed a door opening into the garden. 
Here having thrown himſelf into an arm- 


chair, he fell faſt alleep, and the aſſaſſins, 


35 concluding him dead of an apoplexy, 


Without waiting to ſee whether this was 


really the caſe, immediately went away. 
Finding their courage fail them in this and 


ſeveral ſubſequent attempts, they relied on 


the maſk alone for boldneſs ſufficient for 


the- deed : however, it is well known, that 
on the fatal night, had the aſſaſſins been 
once more defeated in their purpoſe, ſo 
. weary were they of their repeated diſap- 
pointments for ſix months together, they 
would have renounced their project. But 


the time was now come, when Guſtavus, like . 


? 
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one of his predeceſſors, and that the perſon 1792. 


- be moſt admired, was to be cut off 1 na 8 


5 manner as nh cs and at as early an age, 


7 cataſtrophe took Pg a a mak 
ball at the opera, on the night of the 16th 
9 5 of W | 


The king, while 8 WER the ball 


| with a ſmall mimber of perſons belonging 
to his houſehold, received an anonymous 


AB letter written in French, by which he was 


cautioned not to enter the ball-room, as 


it was intended there to aſſaſſinate him, 


The author of the letter profeſſed neither 
to admire nor approve the king's political 


or moral conduct, and as a man who 
ſcorned diſguiſe, he ſaid he thought him-" 


{ſelf obliged to tell him ſo: he however 


. adviſed the king, if he perſiſted in his 


intention of going to the ball, to be upon 


his guard when he found himſelf preſſed 


by the crowd, as that was to be the ſignal; 
and on every occaſion to beware of the 
chamber on the ground-floor at Haga. 
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— was actuated, it is impoſſible to know; 
whether he thought by this means to ab- 
ſolve his conſcience with reſpect to the 

king, without violating his engagement to 


_ MEMOIRS RELATING To - 


By what motives the author of this letter 


his party, or whether, knowing the bold- 


neſs of the king's character, he intended 
this anonymous warning as a bait to his 
Ve g e certain it is, as ſuch it operated: 


18 majeſty ſhewed the letter to two or 
three perſons who were at ſupper with 


bich, paſſed ſome jeſts upon it, and in 


ſpite of their repreſentations and intreaties, 


determined ſtill to go to the maſked ball. 


- 
- » 
: $6 


He entered the room without the leaſt 
- embarraſiment, walking arm in arm with 


Baron de Eſſen, his maſter of the horſe. 


Scarce, however, had he made two turns 
when he found himſelf violently preſſed : 
by a crowd, as mentioned in the anony- 
mous letter; immediately the aſſaſſins 
coming behind his majeſty on the ſide 
unguarded, a piſtol was diſcharged at him, 
and the contents, which were caſe-ſhot, 
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| lodged in his left fide below the reins; FINN 


then inſtantly diſappeared :- in a moment 
the ball room was filled with ſmoke, and 
eries of Fire! fire! ſtill added to the con- 
fuſion. The king, by a motion which he 


made at the inſtant the piſtol was fired, 


deprived it of its intended effect, which 
was to kill him upon the ſpot: he fell, 
however, on a bench, and directly ordered 
all the doors to be ſhut and every perſon 
to be unmaſked. He was then led into 


one of the apartments of the opera-houſe, 
the conſpirators not making the leaſt at- 
tempt to finiſh their bloody work: the 


1 792. 


king at this moment received ſeveral fo 


reign miniſters, diſplaying the greateſt 
courage and equal generoſity; for, having 
aſked if the aſſaſſin was taken, and being 
anſwered in the negative, he exclaimed, 
„ God grant he may not.“ The wretch 
however, after the commiſſion of the 


horrid deed, had dropped his arms, and ; 


an attendant of the king's picked up one 


of the piſtols; a knife likewiſe, reſembling . 


| that made uſe of by the infamous Ra- 


wille, | 
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1792. . Was found i in the ball- room. The 
9 ofſicers of the guard having cauſed the 
Acsors to be immediately ſhut, four petſors 

only had time to eſcape, two of whom 
were conſpirators, men diſtinguiſhed for 
their rank. All preſent were then com- 
pelled to unmaſk, and to give in their 
names. The laſt perſon who quitted the 
|  ball-room was the aſſaſſin; who, as he 
paſſed the heutenant of che police, ſaid to 
him with effromterys! *I hope, fir, you have 
no ſuſpicion of me; the latter looked at- 
tentively at e but made no * to 
ad bine 15 PR ; 


2220 
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Whether it he chan 1 ta a AY 
an of the climate, or Whether it aroſe 
from. conſternation or indifference, no 
noiſe, no tumult, announced this great 
event, either during chat night or the fol- 
lowing morning; a proof of what the 
conſpirators might have effected had they 
poſſeſſed the courage to undertake it. But 

according to their plan the king ſhould 

| inſtantly have fallen; and if the "nw which 
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took place was not the means of ſaving 1792, 
ls majeſty's life, yet there is not a doubt 


but it preſerved the ſtate from a convulſion, 
the horrors and dangers of which are 
beyond all calculation. In order that 


public affairs might experience no obſtrue - 


tion, and to avoid the diſagreeable in- 


quiries after the criminals, of whom he 
would never hear ſpeak, the king imme- 
diately appointed a council of regeney, 


and at the head of it placed his brother 
"the duke a Sudermania. gd 


1 the. 8 ee 13 aſſaſſin j 
was found out by means of his arms, the 
maker having, pointed out the perſon to 


whom he ſold them. His name was An- 


karſtroem, a Swediſh gentleman; and for- 


merly an officer in the guards. He was 
- arreſted in his own houſe, where he had 
remained, having taken no kind of pre- 


caution for his ſafety. Without heſitation 


he owned the arms, and acknowledged 
the crime : weary of life, he ſaid, and de- 


ſirous to avenge himſelf on the king for 
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222 an unjuſt ſentence *: pronounced upon him, 
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he had conceived this project, which he 
had long ſecretly entertained, and for 
which he expected to receive an ample 


reward from the nation Fe. or at leaſt in 
_ dying, to have the conſolation of having 


h a s ſervice to 1 e 


1 


He at gelt denied the ate Py any 


1 


Plot, and diſplayed great haughtineſs in 


his anſwers ; ; but a few days after, he made 


a full confeſſion, declaring - the names of 


the principal conſpirators, the plans of the 
_ conſpiracy; and the ſum he was to receive 
for the king's aſſaſſination T. He ſaid the 
project ba been formed ever ſince the 


month of October; that three attempts had 


been made to put it in execution, two at 


Stockholm, and one at Geflé. The Whole 
of bis are conſiſted as eee 
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Je „ He had 3 ee to 0 For reaſon 


dd had been pardoned uy 1 the king. | 
1 Hy firſt expreſſion was from the ns. WT 
ins Fory-cigh thouſand rix-dollars, 2200 
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| articles. When the king ſhould be killed, 1792. 
it was propoſed in like manner to diſpatch i! 
fora” of "the "principal grandees ef me ö 
kingdom, particularly barons de Taube , 
and Armfeldt, intimate friends of the kings ö 


count de Ruth, grand marſhal of the laſt | 
diet ; count Wachmeiſter, and the com ] 
manders of the different troops compoſing 2 
the garriſon of Stockholm; to carry their : 9 . 
heads upon pikes through b ſtreets after | 
the French manner; and then, with the d 
artillery of the queen 's regiment and that N : 
of the regiment of the blue guards, upon | g 
both which they thought they cauld de- 5 f 
pend, either to keep the people in awe, - 
or gain them over to their party, The —- f 
duke of Sudermania was to be deptived „ | | 
of his liberty, and perhaps of his life. 15 N 
Laſtly, they propoſed rendering themſelves | 
maſters of the young king 8 perſon, intend- f 3 
ing then to compel him to ſign and pro- a 
claim a new conſtitution analogous td the 1 4 | 
principles of the conſpitators, and favour- - „ 
able to their e e e x 3 
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- The Pg day that Ankerfiroem.: v Was 


e taken into cuſtody, the author of the 


anonymous letter was likewiſe arreſted as 


he was coming out of the king's apart. 


ments, where he had paſſed part of the 
day. His name was M. de Lillienhorn, 
major of the blue guards, brought up and 
ſupported by his ſovereign, who had drawn 
him from wretchedneſs and obſcurity, and 
loaded him with his favours. A few days 
after his arreſt he confeſſed that he, was 
engaged in the conſpiracy; / ſeduced by 


the hope of obtaining, after the revolution, 
the command of the national guard of 
0 Stockholm, and purpoſing then to HAS, the 
* of M. de la . : 


"in the mens time the Kae, wound 


; experienced frequent changes, which, added 
to the unſkilfulneſs of his ſurgeons, (uſual 


an Sweden,) ſoon left no hopes of his re- 
covery. Amidſt his ſufferings he diſ- 


played unexampled courage and reſig- 


nation. Not a groan, not a murmur 


* 5 N x f fo . that 
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eſcaped him; | he preſerved to the laſt 
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that Preteuec of mind, that generoſity 1592. 
Which he had ſhewn at the firſt: moment. —— 


He had ſeveral interviews with his family, 


and once with his court. He cauſed to be 
ſummoned not only his friends, but even 
thoſe who had been of the number of his 


enemies, though they would have ſhrunk 
withi horror from the idea of being engaged 
in ſo baſe a conſpiracy: of this number 
Was the celebrated marſhal Ferſen, to 


whom he Was rerbftiled; as well as to count 


de Brake, firſt nobleman of the kingdom, 
| and head of the oppoſition : to the latter 


he obligingly ſaid, I am now conſoled 


for my misfortune, ſince it again brings 


round me my old friends.“ Neither 


his diſcourſe nor his actions gave any 
reaſon to believe that he thought himſelf 
ſo near his end; but when he felt its 


approach, he fuſtained it without weakneſs, 


as he met it without ſurpriſe. That tran- 


quillity of mind, which never even in 


death forſook him, enabled him to add to 
his will, a codicil relative to the education 
/ WE bis ſon. Speaking of this young prince, 
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— be ſaid, He will not be of age till he is 

1 eighteen, but I hope he will be a king L 
Fat fixteen,” He was deſirous that his , 
ſon ſhould imitate his own' example, and, | 
like him, not loſe a moment of royalty. 155 
He himſelf exerciſed the functions of his 
ſtation to the laſt, ſigning, a few minutes 5 
| before he expired, a brevet, appointing 

baron Armfeldt, his favourite, governor of 
the city of Stockholm. Addreſſing bim- MM 
ſelf to this gentleman, he ſaid, © Give me | 
WW your word of honour that you will ſerve | 
Rs e my ſon as faithfully as you have ſerved 
. e me.“ Having confeſſed - to his high 0 


almoner, he ſaid to him, I doubt whe- 
© ther in the eyes of my Maker I have 
t any great merit, but at leaſt I have 
the conſolation to reflect, that, wilfully, 
J never injured any perſon,” It was 
| his intention. to receive the ſacraments 
according to the forms of the Lutheran 
| . church, and to take leave of the queen, 
F 4,1 whom he had never once ſeen ſince his 
1 | wound: wiſhing to acquire ſtrength to 
ſiupport him on ſo trying an occaſion as 
—_— Af... 
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this laſt; he was preparing to take bene 1792. 
repoſe, when he expired, juſt as he had 
ſaid to Borgenſtierne, the nobleman in 
| ordinary, Adieu! He died on the rgth - 
of March 1792, about eleven o'clock in 
the morning,” being forty-two years f 
„ hg bb 
Buch was the death of this extraordinary 
prince, whoſe life had been diſtinguiſhed: f 
by ſo many brilliant actions, and who. | 
had hitherto been ſo ſucceſsful. He may 
be ranked with the moſt celebrated kings 
of Sweden, whom he reſembled as well 
in their good fortune as in their tragicab = 


I 
—U— — — - — 


As ſœon as His death was made knowng TO il 

he prince royal was proclaimed king, by | 

| the; name of Guftayus Adolphus: being = 

chen only thirteen. years of age, the duke 2 
of Sudermania, his uncle, was appointed | 
guardian to him and regent: of the king _ 
dom. The young king already ſhe wee 
5 N 8 8 poſſeſſed of firmneſs and refokation, . | | 
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s ub 8 of commanding,. and much 


diſeretion and economy, qualities ſo eſ- 
ſential in a Swediſh monarch. -He ſeemed 
of a warlike diſpoſition, which, however, 


may be corrected by the virtues juſt men- 


| tioned, and by reflecting on the miſeries 


entailed upon his country by the martial 
ambition of the firſt Guſtavus Adolphus 
and Charles the Twelfth; and on the 


misfortune it drew 98 his own _ 


211 Fg bas : 12 # N HA Gt 


belong —_ indy received 
the oaths of the duke of Sudermania and 
almoſt: all the nobility; not only to the 
maintenance. of the conſtitution of 17%, 
which was entirely the work of the late 


king, but to that of the act of ſafety 
paſſed in 1789, which had aboliſhed the 


ſenatey/ and cauſed the aſſaſſination of the 


bing. In many provinces, during the 
kings illneſs, the people had already 


ſworn to maintain this act; and the Dale- 
carlians;- ever ready to defend and ſupport 
their ſoveteign, were on the point of ſetting 


on for Stockholm. OE him this freſh. 
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vet of their attachment. Thus, che few 1792. 


days which the Swediſh monarch ſurvived vv. 


his aſſaſſination were ſufficient to calm the 
public mind. The laſt, and perhaps the 
moſt important, ſervice he rendered his 
country was, in eſtabliſhing a well- choſen 


couneil of regeney, which might keep in 


awe the factious, and ſuſtain an unremitted 


action i in the 3 CH 1 50 


IAN A 24 3 x 1 214 7 
4 M4 a 


In 5 ao Guftabus the Third was of 
the middle ſize, and extremely ill- haped. 
He was inclining to be corpulent, had large 
ſhoulders and hips, a long face, and very 
_ high complexion ; his eyes were large and 
very lively; his forehead on the left ſide 


— 


was flattened in a very ſingular manner; 
his noſe pretty long and aquiline, and his 


teeth frightful: yet his countenance was 


open and animated, and taking the whole 


of his features collectively, he much reſem- 
| bled his uncle the great Frederick. Not- 
withſtanding the blemiſhes of his figure, 


his politeneſs and affability rendered him 
- one of the moſt pleaſing men in his domi- 
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nions, though the Swedes are in general a 


b — ſenſible and engaging people. He poſſeſſed 
Be. 2 lively imagination, and a mind en- 


lightened and adorned by letters; he was 
maſter of a manly perſuaſive eloquence, 
and ſpoke readily, even in the French lan- 


guage; his acquirements were both of the 


uſeful and the agreeable kind; his memory 


was remarkably .retentive; a thing very 


common in princes, and which ſeems al- 


moſt like a ſixth ſenſe beſtowed upon them 
by nature; his manners, which, as L have 
ſaid, were polite and affable, had ſomething 


in them ſingular, but not diſpleaſing; his 


| foul, ardent and vigorous, was inflamed by 


of chivalry, The ſenſibility” of his heart 


rendered bim merciſul, when he ought, 
perhaps, to have been ſevere. . He was ever 
ptible, of frienitſhip, and I knew thoſe 
who- deſervedly. were. honoured. with the 


title of friend by chat prince. Hie was in, 


his diſpoſnion firm and determined, poſ- 
eee in ſtateſr 
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men, „ without which, parts, prudence, ta- 1. 
lents, and! experience are not only uſeleſs, —— 

but frequently pernicious. It was to this 
quality, the moſt neeeſſary ingredient in 
the character of a hero, that Guſtavus was 
indebted for his ſafety under the great Tm 
tical, SR es EM of is mn 


. 4 


of them, e even 1 a „ 4 nature, not. 
ſo eaſily. pardoned | in a, ſovereign as thoſe 
vices which often unite with virtues in the 
| compoſition of a hero; like poiſons (ys 
one of our moſt celebrated moraliſts) that : 
make a part of medicines. _ Too much at⸗ 
tached to pomp and pleaſure, he did not 
| always give. that, attention to his affairs 
which they required; and his negligence : 
led him into an indolent confidence, which 
became A ſource, of uneaſineſs to himſelf, 
| and of n many abuſes in the ſtate. Vet the 
energy of his character, andthe ſuperiority of 
his capacity, aways ſhone conſpicuous on 
great occafi ans, and particularly in the diets, 
of which, to uſe his own expreſſion, he 
daes perfe@tly well the tactics. It is to 
theſe 


222 000—0—d—0 — — — — — 

— ——— —— 2 
7 : IIS 4 3 838388 * 1 7 
* oa —_ „ 2 2 * 
22 « _ 


—_———— 
2-7 2 — . 


- r — 


A — — —— — 
— 22 — W — - 
— ets 2 


| 
| 
| 
| 
1 


5 6 225151 
of Denmark. r 


MEMOIRS BELATING: — 


1792; theſe Te rather than to any military 
—— talents he or his generals poſſeſſed, that he 


was indebted for his brilliant ſucceſs in the 
war with the Ruſſians. Had the king of 
Sweden known how to improve the advan- 


tages he gained in his firſt campaign, and 
been leſs intimidated at the mutiny which 


broke out in the ; regiments o of Finland, there 


7 is not a doubt but he would have entered 


Peterſburg; on a this latter occaſion, his uſual 


{IC 


preſence of mind ſeemed to deſert him, 


though he quickly repaired, this error by 
the reſolution with which he acted. Think- 
mg himſelf on the peint of loſing his 


| | crown, he quitted his army w with Armfeldt 
| and Wreden, but he was unexpeQedly re- 


leved by A declaration of x war on the part 
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he nitural batred of the 85 2 edes for the 


Danes, Joined to a ſenſe of the common 
danger, rouſed the « courage "of the people, 
The king proceeded | to Dalecarlia, in 
which province he found the fame fidelity 


that had procured che crown 2 Guſtavus 
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Vaſa. Here he left Armfeldt to enrol the 1792. 
inhabitants, whilſt himſelf repaired to GotW. 
' tenburgh, as well to counteract, by his 
preſence, | the effects produced by the 
treachery of the commandant of that town, | 
as to profit of the inaQtion of prince 
| Charles of Heſſe, general of the Daniſh- | 
army, whoſe operations were ſuſpended inan 
conſequence of the intervention of the Eng- ö 
| liſh mjniſter at the court of Denmark. By: | 


this romantic ſtep, however, the Swediſh | | 
monarch preſerved both his glory and his _ 
crown;\ it likewiſe furniſhed bim with -e. 
means. of continuing: the war till he ob- ; 


tained an advantageous! peace, by which, 
Sweden was freed from the yoke impoſed | 
upon it by Ruſſia, and the ſenate, to whom! 
all the misfortunes of this prince may be 
| Gr was aner 014 9920 . ex- 
n ee 
4 Gutes poſſeſſed g great courage ye ay 
tivity, 'of which the circumſtance I have 
$7 pas cited 1 is a moſt ſtriking proof. The un- 
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1792. happy Senden of France would have af. 

— forded him freſh opportunities of diſplaying 

theſe qualities, as well as the chivalrous 

_ caſt of his character. His own intereſt, as 

Well as his attachment to France, led him 

ta with for a leading part in the troubles 

with which that country was agitated; and 

chere is no doubt, but in him the unhappy 

Louis would have found a powerful friend, 

and the er to his ee active 
_ VCC 
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he e wy Ris Row! holes is ſatiſ- 
faction his Swediſh majeſty fland forth the 
chatwipion of the French monarchy ; and 
had even excited him to do foz” but it is 
murck / to be doubted, whether tlie other 
ſocereigns of Europe would have permitted 
him td take ſo active à part in the affairs of 
France. Leopold, who wiſhed to tem- 
nate our revolution by a congreſs, of which : 
himſelf. was to be the head, would probably 
have prevented the Swediſh' monatch from 
DIR thoſe WET one, Wen 
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which he could undertake nothing: Leven 1792. 
queſtion, whether he was ſo ſure of the 


empreſs herſelf as he affected to . 


The extremes af courage and v 
are frequently fqund united. Scipio had 
great faith in dreams: Cæſar looked for- | 
ward with terror to the ides of March: it N 
is ſaid, that even the great Frederic himſelf 
conſulted the conjuring tribe; and Guſta- 
vus was not without this ſpirit of ſuperſti- 
tion. He had always dreaded the month of 
March, and the firſt word he ſaid to Arm- 
feldt, on finding himſelf wounded, was to 
remind him of the circumſtance. A few 
days before he ſet out for the diet at Geflé, 
he went to conſult a ſorcereſs named Har- 
viſſon. This woman having warned him 
againſt the month of March and red coats, 
added, Beware of the firſt perſon vou 
ſhall meet on leaving my houſe; from 
* him you have every thing to dread,” 
On going out, the firſt abject that met his 
eye was baron de Ribbing, one of the chief 
conſpirators; ; AE this fingular circumſtance 


cauſed 
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2 2. cauſed b IEP whoa he received hls wound, 


name the baron. = TEE 1 


. hs defects of .. 


prince, (and defects ever accompany diſtin- 


guiſhed qualities, to which, without obs 


fſcuring them; they ſerve as à ſliade,) had 


he been placed on a more extenſive theatre, 
have no difficulty in aſſerting, that Guſta- 


vus would have been a great monarch, per- 


haps ſuperior to Louis che Fourteenth, 
whoſe manners and grandeur he affected, 
and whoſe pomp and ceremony he imitated; 


but what in France was uſeful, and even 
neceſſary, in Sweden was miſplaced and ri- 


diculous. Had the Swediſh monarch been 
born to the brilliant throne of France, he 


would inconteſtably have been one of the 
greateſt kings that ever filled it; he would 


have ſecured his country from a revolution, f 


and would have reigned with glory and 


5 ſplendour; he would have died peaceably, 
| lamented and revered by his ſubjects, l= 


teemed and e ITY all- . 
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nation, his moral and religious virtues 


would have ſecured him the eſteem and 
reſpect of that ſimple people, while his 


economy, his juſtice, and the philanthropy 


of his character, would have gained him 
their affection. He would have conſtituted 


their happineſs while living, and when dead 


they would have wept over his tomb. 8 
But it was otherwiſe decreed, and both fell 
by the parricide hands of their own ſub⸗ 


jects. Unſearchable are the ways of Provi- 


dence; and all that remains for man is to 


| een mga to er IG enoe'T e 


1 
— 


As Won as I was informed of the death g 
of the king of Sweden, I quitted the ſer-⸗ 


vice of that power. I had, as it were, 
connected my fate with that of two ſove- 


reigns equally unhappy, and henceforward 


I reſolved to form no new attachment, but 


to ſecure myſelf from the frowns of Fortune : 


by no longer troubling her; to ſecure my 
e - preferring g tie n and 


7 N = moderate 


* 


= 
Ty On the contrary, had Louis the Six- 1792. 
teenth: been born ſovereign of the Swediſh ——v— 
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2702. 4 moderate competency, to all the alluring 


nperor * wi not 
—_— in" which, however, ſhortly 
after imitated their example. The conduct 
of. the French on this occaſion was impo- 
itic. They might at that time have eaſily 
invaded the eleQorates of the Rhine, and 
the emperor 's hereditary, eſtates ſituated on 
that river; they might have made them 
ſelves maſters of ſeveral ſtrong places which 

were then defenceleſs, and by this means, 


| 
not only have kept the enemy at a diſtance 
from their frontier, but hkewiſe have No- | 


| cured reſources for carrying on the war. 
wy " The French ae * 3 | 
by timid. generals, the principal of whom 
nere Rochambeau, La Fayette, and Luck- 
ner; under theſe were others at that time 


x 7 little known, nor have they ſince riſen 
5 q I HE: degree eee | | 
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was not then employed 1 in the army: at this 1792. 
time, he was ſecretary of ſtate for foreign 9 
affairs; he came, however, ſhortly after to 
ſuperſede Rochambeau, whoſe lieutenants, 

at the opening of the campaign, and when 
the French entered the Low Countries, had 
dees, n wy 'A eaſe of MESA 


i Bs „men OR i on the 
Sambre, the Meuſe, and the Moſelle, met 
with no check, it is true, but obtained no 
ſucceſs; the conſequence: of his great cir- 
cumſpection, both as a general and a poli- 
tician. Wiſhing, however, when too late, 
to ward off the laſt blow aimed by the 

Jacobins againſt royalty, he fell, abandoned 
: by his army, and narrowly eſcaped be- 
coming the victim of that faction, whoſe 
projects he had favoured by his imprudence, 

and whoſe ſtrength he had ſuffered to in- 
_ creaſe through the timidity of his policy. 
Accompanied by his ſtaff, he came for re- 
fuge into a foreign country, but there, in- 
ſtead of an aſylum, he found a priſon. 
ices La * one of the principals in 
| K X | the 
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1792. the revolution, the defender of liberty, and 
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- command of my army, like myſelf, and for 
the ſame reaſons, the ſame exertions in 


x liged to: deſert and fly his country. Du- 
mourier, who was appointed general in 
| his ſtead, notwithſtanding his ſucceſſes, his . 

_ diſtinguiſhed abilities, and his ſervices: i in 

the revolution, notwithſtanding his attach- | 
ment to the party of Orleans, and his con- 


Rant co-operation with the Jacobins, the 


following year experienced a ſimilar for- 
| - tune. Such is the lot of leaders of parties 
in almoſt every revolution; — per- 
A oe: an and RI 


Abou KY time I wa a 1 "RN 
the king of Pruſſia, requeſting me to be at 
Magdeburg by the 27th of May, in order 
do explain ſome particulars relative to the 
plan of mm for the combined armies | 
of Auſtria, Pruſſia, and the empire, deſ- 
tined to 40 againſt France the ſame ſummer: 


_ armies were to be L by the 


of; | 1 2 0 | 
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| duke- of nne“ then eſteemed. the firſt 1792. 
ee Rey: 1 7B 1 


e eee t 
ſeveral conferences with this commander, 


in preſence of his Pruſſian majeſty. I | ' 
pointed out Champagne as the weakeſt 9 
part of the French frontier, and recom- | 
mended that the attack ſhould be firſt made 1 
upon Longwy, Sedan, and Verdun, from . : 
which little refiftance: was to be. appre- = 


bended, as they were extremely weak, ; 


though the only places that covered that 
part of the kingdom. Having gained poſ- 
ſelnom of theſe towns, the combined ar- 
mies might march ſtraight to Paris by way. F 
of Rethel and Rheims, acroſs Soni plains, | 
which preſented no obſtacles. Should they, 
however, fail in their project of penetrat- 
ing to the capital, they would find no diffi- 
Iaulty in gaining poſſeſſion of Montmedi 
and Mezxieres, places ſituated in the Meuſe, 
1 between which river and the Chiers they 
might eſtabliſh their winter quarters; in 
i M "wok their front e by 
ane 8 : K K 2 i the 
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1792. the Meuſe and by the towns of Sedan and 
Mexiéres; their left by the Chiers, 
| Longwy, and Montmedi; while Luxem- 
bourg would have been their point of ſup- 
hort, and military repoſitory. Upper 
Alſace I likewiſe mentioned as one of the 
weakeſt 5 of n 6% bee! 
The duke 106 Rrunſwick was ai perfectly. 

| bs my opinion, obſerving that an attack 
might be made in either of the directions 
I had pointed out, with probability of 
fſucceſs. The plan he determined upon 
was to enter Champagne with the greater 
part of his forces, and to act offenſively 
in that quarter, leaving corps of obſerva- 
tion in Flanders, and on the Upper Rhine. 
It was agreed between the emperor and 
the king of Pruſſia, | that the emigrants 
ſhould not accompany. the army that en- 
tered France, but ſhould be allemabled: 1 on 
5 e bank of the DDr 
le ibu 354 

9 PR 8 lately levied 
by the- ee in . they might 
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2 an army of twenty thouſand 

This I propoſed to the king of 
Nada and the duke of Brunſwick, ta 


divide into three bodies; one of which, Ih 


conſiſting of ten thouſand men under the 


command of the king's brothers, ſhould 


be attached to the main army; while the 
other two, of five. thouſand men each, 
commanded by the prince de Condé and 


the duke de Bourbon, ſhould be employed 


with the corps of obſervation in Flanders, 


and din the Upper Rhine. The principal 


object of this diſpoſition was to draw 


French deſerters from different parts of 


the frontier. It was approved and adopted 


by the king of Pruſſia, who took a lively 
intereſt in the affairs of the princes,” and 
even ſent them a very conſiderable ſum 


of money: he expreſſed likewiſe an 
anxious deſire to ſerve the king of France. 


The mode by which he propoſed re- eſta- 


bliſhing the monarchy and reſtoring tran- 
quillity to the kingdom, was by putting 


Louis the Sixteenth in a condition to treat, 
| himſelf, with the you which” Mill wiſhed 


Salo; . | K K + | Dumourier 


5 


50 
115792. 


N bismolas RELATING : To: 
Domourler having ſent one of his 


ny ag friends, named Benoit, to Berlin for che 


purpoſe of perſuading his Pruſſian majeſty. 


either to renounce" the coalition he had 


8 engaged in, or at leaſt alt to defer his operations, 


this man was dliſmiſſed Without hearing 


his propoſals. Baron de Biſchoffwerder, 
who then enjoyed the: full confidence uf 
the king of Pruſſia, happening to mention 
this circumſtance to me in prefercb of 
that ſovereign and the duke of Brunſwick, 
T obſerved that it might not be unadviſable 
to 'renew this negotiation,” as it might 


probably lead to an arrangement agreeable 
tb all parties. I am inclined to think that 
it was renewed, and that Dumourier, in 
the courſe of the following campaign, 


ſhewed himſelf as able a negotiator as he 
was a ſkilful general. At that time I was 


not acquainted with all the | wickedneſs 


of the Carer men In ra om I had 
| rd. an, dib! + or3illiig 

"AE bat; fe 1 at Mag- 
Aeburg, I returned to Mayence, at high 


town, not long after, an int. 
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phice between the emperor and the king 1702. 
of Pruſſia; the latter monarch was de 


clared chief of this Germanie confederacy, 


for ſeveral - of the princes of Germany 
were engaged in the league againſt France, 


and among others the eccleſiaſtical electors, 


the landgrave of Heſſe Caſſel, and fome 
df the nen, e is the arch 955 


16 9 8. 4 


- The Angler nde cphited to Viale 
for his Corfonation; and in the month of 
July, the Pruſſian army aſſembled of 
the right bank of the Rhine, between 


Coblentz atid Mayence. Soon after, his 
Pruſſian majeſty arrived in the former of 


theſe towns, and there | cftabliſhed Hs 
head eee ws ; 1 STS 
: * ; ' i . Eons | - 3 f 


Through the medivin n of the duke of 


of "A iobland troops, furniſhed. by the 


town of Mayence and wie prince ef Heſſe 
Darmſtadt his brothervin-law : pecuniary 


difficulties, however, prevented this ar- 


2 from taking plitce ee latter 


KK 4 | * troops 
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1792. oops were not employed, nor was I, as 


en 74 
;: Ty - 1 1 y Cr 1 1 3 4 J 1 0 4 ww Fi 8 * 1 
* 


a commander: I ſerved as a volunteei 


under the prince de Conde, who: had i in- 
ſpired me Ou... much eſteem And. con- 


1 * Y 
ſe 1.6 ; a 


bY The. campaign commencing. about the 
beginning of Auguſt, Longwy and Verdun 


fell almoſt as ſoon as the combined army, 


which conſiſted of. near eighty, thouſand 


was not attacked 1. haye never been able 
to learn; it certainly was a place of much 


more importance than the laſt, of thoſe 


Wo towns, nor as it capable of making 


any greater reſiſtance. Why did, not the 
allied army take this road for the purpoſe 


of croſſing Champagne? Why did it 
waſte ſo much time before Thionville? In 
this town, the emigrauts pretended to have 
friends, but if it was ſo, they ſhould at 


leaſt have ſeconded their. efforts by a re- 
solar and formidable attack. But I ſhall 


proceed no farther in my remarks. on this 


eampaign; nor han _ n the cauſes 


eq k | of 


THE FRENCH REVOILU TION« 


$og 


of its unſucceſsful termination; they were 179 2. 
like many of thoſe which have brought ID 


about the greateſt events, very ſmall in them- 
ſelves. It is not the. firſt time that the 
little intrigues of a court have deranged 
the moſt important political plans. But 
if the truth were diſplayed in its full light, 
it would. offend the. eyes of moſt of; thoſe 
who ſhould. - behold it. It is the. buſineſs 
of time to ſoften, its 70 ſo as to render 


them more tolerable; | Here then 1 ſhall 


cloſe my Memoirs, which can no longer 
be very intereſting, 8 5 ceaſed to take 
an active part in the events Which after- 
wards happened, and have ſince remains 
ed ny one in the crowd of ſpeQators, | 1 


Whether wink I have here related is of 


ſufficient importance to intereſt, I am igno- 
rant. T hope, at leaſt, thatT have juſtified 
myſelf from the atrocious ehe with 
which I have been loaded, and chis was my 


only object in writing theſe pages. I by no 


means wiſh to excuſe my political conduct, 
i WES * * be diſcovered many 


e 


Which, I am perſuaded, will be ' foun d 
unexecptionable. © x 55 


 MENOINY KEUATING® Tro 


. ecxrors, the effect of falſe: calculations and 


a Würm 3 and- prepotſſons 1 Of 


fulkciently reſtrained.” i: 


15 4 N » 75 FH 
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el“ Nature ctpellcd, geturns ful eek”. 


ala fiying or 61 "or our poets,” w 1 Ae 
näre I have Wade bil T have ute expe- 
Rencec tlie trith of the” maxim. Were 1 
to find myfelf ift fituations fo critical 
f * extfabrdinary, I would preſerve a 


condi th many relpects "different, with-' 


our” However deviating from the moral 
principles” by which 18 was governed, and 


(7 $3 41 ; 141 20 ( 


365-6; einn een en 1 Jad: ＋ 1118 


Though. I Len tertain, the higheſt reſpect 


> 4 & «4 


te Sixteenth, and, moſt eee why loa 
| thiſe in his misfortunes, it was not to his 
perſon alone that I. devoted myſelf, but "In 
the king of France, and the French mo- 


5 narchy. A monarchical form .of Aen. 


* 


ment I thought” beſt adapted to a great : 
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people; and the character of the French, 1. 


was of wpinien; required æ great lati- 
tude of authority in the ſovereign. I 
feared that the lèaſt alteration in the prin- 


eiples of this ancient monarchy, cor- 
rupted as they wight be, would endanger | 


the whole fabric; whatever vices and 
abuſes had been introduced into the go- 
vernment, I wiſhed might be corrected 
by the royal authority alone.” I hoped | 
that ſome miniſter would at length ariſe, 
pethaps even the ſovereign” himſelf, who 
Would uiidertake the taſk of reformation, 
it which, if poſſeſſed” of the neceſſary 


abilities, he would the more eaſily ſuc- 
ceed, as its neceſſity was univerſally felt. 


Should à popular aſfembly take into their 


| hands the ſovereign power, I foreſaw the 


moſt "melancholy conſequences, as they 


could hardly fail to make an improper uſe 


of it. Laſtly, I was apprehenſive that ir 


the king for a moment ſuffered his ſceptre 


to eſcape from his hands, bad men, ſtrong 


7 oy their crimes and ada, would ſeize 


and 


{ 
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179. and employ: it to the deſtruction of the 
— monarch himſelf, and that it would after- 


I, Have; not een reproached, vet which 


Wards be found very difficult to recover 


it from their graſp; a fear, unhappily, too 


well vetified by the event! My attach- 


ment then to the king and the monarchy 
Was the reſult of reaſoning, and was 
founded upon principles which. I may 
Venture toi call rational; and they 
formed chef baſis,of my conduct during 
the whole time that | took, an active part 
in the revolution. 'H 
juſtified | from the crimes which have 
been imputed to me, I have committed 

- errors. which I now recogniſe, With which 


lowever, . though 


For a ſhort; time; I had .at my diſpoſal 
large military force; in the provinces « of 
Which I was commandant i in 1790, I pol, 


feed real influence. Had I then followed 
WH Ft. imple had, 1 58 ifs pu- 


have ned neee The e | 


* zbe Scilly; ——_ .of, the king 


ban . | 5 


r TTM BVO UTIöoWm. Fog 


ſubdued | mie, even at the time when 1 1792. 
was moſt apprehenſive” of his want of © * 
firmneſs. I ought to have oppoſed i it by 
decifive - confi derations, ' perhaps even it 
was my duty to diſobey his orders. Too 
great a deference to the ariſtocratical 
party perhaps reſtrained me from putting 
myſelf at the head of thoſe who wiſhed 
for a change in the conftitution, the only 
thing that could preſerve in France * 
monarchical government. For, this ter- 
rible revolution once begun, I never was 
of the opinion of thoſe who imagined that 
things might be re-eſtabliſhed on the for- 
mer footing or that any thing remained, 
except to modify and make a compromiſe | 
with it. On this head at leaſt I have 
always been conſiſtent. I was at firſt an 
enemy to all innovation; but when theſe 
innovations were actually made, and in 
compliance with the king's requeſt I had 
ſworn to obey the new laws, I then di- 
rected my efforts ſolely againſt the fac- 
tions, and the Jacobins, who, not contented | 
with the F already poralinnes by 
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their conſtitution, aimed at the total ſub⸗ 
verſion of the monarchy, and of all ſocial 


order. As. then France was governed 


entirely by theſe men, from the year 1792 
au wwe death. of  Robeſpierre, I deſired 
nothing more. than to be able to extirpate 


them. Since this period, however, the 


hope of ſtill ſucceeding by conciliatory 
means has come again to cheer my heart, 


and has infinenced my conduct in the 
little connection I have maintained with 


our princes, with foreign powers, their 


à uſeful leſſon to ac Who having 
Preſerved equal fideli 


generals, and their miniſters, Whatever 


faults I have committed, may they prove 


and attachment eee ſhall, is 
eircumſtances nearly ſimilar, (ande theſe 
.. may; happen elſewhere than in“ France,) 


poſſeſs the ſame inclination te ſerve both! 


May they, ſuperior to me in fortune and 


actvatedk f in giving my 


abilities, eee in e . e 
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men who ruled, in France immediately 172. 

preceding the revolution, and thoſe who A £99 

had an active part in that event, it is for 

the enlightened reatlers of theſe Memoirs 

to judge. I have endeavoured to avoid 

all perſonality, harbouring in my heart 

nene of thoſe emotions of hatred or 

_ jealouſy, Which, foſtered by ambition, 

become extinguiſhed together with it. 

Many who were concerned in theſe great 

events are dead; conſequently the -judg- 

ment of their political conduct belongs to 

poſterity; and it muſt be the more juſt | 

and. impartial, as they can no longer either 8 
repair their faults, or deſtroy the good 
they have done. With reſpect to thoſe 
*who are ſtill lving, the caſe is not [the 
ſame +. their conduct and principles may 

change. 8 How many inſtances da we 

meet with in hiſtory, of men truly great 

| and. virtuous at the commencement / of 
their career, deſpicable and abandoned at 
the cloſe of it! Others, on the contrary, „ 
who have begun their courſe with crimes, '_ 7 
have concluded. it with Furtues, Sylla, 8 | 

= EE -returning, 
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CE Ea 10 
returning, at the head of his Lidtorious f 


r army, to deliver Rome from the cruel 
yoke of Marius, is a great man; Sylla, 


when diQator, is a tyrant; the ſame Sylla 


abdicating the ſovereign power, and re- 
turning to a private condition, is a philo- 


ſopher and a ſage. Dkath alone puts the 
ſeal on all our actions, and determines the 


| reputation of thoſe men who have acted ** 
a conſpicuous part on the theatre of the 


world. Thus, when 1 diſplayed the con- 


duct of M. de Maurepas, cardinal de 
_ Lomenie, and the duke d' Orleans, I 


thought myſelf at liberty likewiſe to draw 


their characters; their features, now fixed 


in the public mind, are henceforth not 
to be effaced. May the hideous ſpeQre 


of the latter preſent itſelf to the view of 


thoſe men who, placed by their birth, 
dignities, and riches, in the firſt rank of 


-a ſtate, inftead of being its fupporters, 


Join in the factions by which it is diſ- 
tracted, hoping to make them the inſtru- 


ments of their own ambitious deſigns 1 
Let them. * they. ſee the * of | 
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; 7 p EM 7 Orleans, and hear the mon- 1792. 


Ker thus. announce himſelf: I am that OR 


4 duke d' Orleans who conſpired againſt 


the life of my ſovereign and the head 


« of my family. I poſſeſſed by birth all 
4 the bleſſings nature and fortune could 
4 beſtow; yet, blinded by ambition, and 

. impelled by a deſire of revenge, I 
Ko became the tool of men, as bad, but 
more artful than myſelf, and embrued 
„ my hands in the blood of him 1 ought 
4 to have ſerved and protected. I then 

„ wiſhed. to place the crown upon my 


„ own head ; but after having overturned 
„ the throne, after having deluged my 


country with crimes and blood, I fell f 1 55 
e myſelf ignominiouſſy, by the hands of 
1 thoſe very wretches who had been the 


g e inftruments, and now turned the avengers 


* of my miſdeeds: to my children I have 
© left nothing but a name they will be 


he aſhamed to bear; a name which will 


be execrated by future generations, and 


„ vill ſerve only to expreſs the combi- 
1 nation of er every vice. . Such: was my 


2 „ L ns | F 30s 


\ 


1 
1 
3H 
F 
2 
? 
| 
[ 
| 
\/ 
' 


2799 


x 
1 
5 


x 


„ 


"FARK _ ſuch wil be the fare of all thoſe 


po 2 « who, like me, ſhall employ the maſk of 
| «6 patriotiſm. ! to attempt the eee of 


« * their en agg Mai, ce 


if I; am s Ns 1 N | ma in 


3 the duke d' Orleans, and if nearly 
= ſimilar judgment may be paſſed on 
other inferior criminals, who, after having 


atributed to the. misfortunes of France, 


; mere. hurried off-thb ſtage by a premature 


death; ought we not to ſeparate La. 


Fayette from theſe abandoned characters? 
Brought up in the ſchool of the American 
Tevolution, is he not to be. exeuſed for 
having yielded to that enthuſiaſtic love 
of liberty with which his boſom was in- 

: fluenced during fix years which he paſſed 0 
with the celebrated Waſhington? Let us 


for a moment form to ourſelves the idea 
of a young man, to whom nature has 


1 siven a warm heart, an elevated and 
feeling ſoul, by which impreſſions are 
eaſily received and long retained, a ſolid 

= W formed to reflect and cal- 


* 
FE 
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abate on what it receives; with ſuch 1 


315 


qualities tranſport him into the midſt of * = 


_. people fighting for their liberty: here 
let him remain ſeveral years fighting ts 


with them, and in ſome meaſure. ſharing 
their triumphs and ſucceſs: the ſtruggle 


| over, loaded | with the moſt fattering 


pPraiſes, he returns to his native country, 
to the centre of a corrupted, court; at the 
UT Ns when the germs of a great revo 
: lution, are about to burſt forth, the en 
ſeeming no longer diſpoſed to ſuffer ab- 
ſolute authority in the monarch, but 
ſiſting on a form of government by . 


they ſuppaſed their condition would be . 


ameliorated: muſt not ſuch. a perſon feel 
a with ta take an active part in this revo- 


lation, and be diſpoſed to regard it in the 
moſt favourable point of view, as cal⸗ 
culated to promote the general happineſs? 5 
Should the people ſelect him for one 


— 


of their chiefs, will he not defend their 


eauſe zealouſly and even enthuſiaſtically? 


1 en * his opinions, we may certainly 


wi LL2 4 blame 


= . * * 
——— —— — —— à > 
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53 Meads his political conduct ; yet if he 
— 


. . ̃ çõR rr .—§— . — ö —«—«ß%ði0ſñ 
* f 
| 4 8 


1 violates no principle of morality, but though 
ſurrounded with crimes preſerves himſelf 

. + free from guilt; it, perceiving his error, 

be renounces it, ſacrifices his ambition, 
=_ and ſubmits to proſcription and exile; 


10 I,, to repair his fault, he en 


his fatiaticiſm' had led him to attack; 
and if, laſtly, he expiates, by a long cap- 

tivity; theſe his faults and deviations, is he 
not entitled to our ſympathy and com- 
| _ paſſion, at leaſt to our indulgence? Ought 
not every ſentiment of hatred or revenge 
to be ſuppreſſed, particularly if now, ar- 
_ rived at years of maturity, he has it in 
bis power ſtill to repair the errors of his 
5 8 however, was La Fayette; 
; ſuch was his ſituation; ſuch his conduct; 
. 5 OY nd IN, W one 7 wk be has. 


* * 
es 


But W 3 are we to 15. | 
nounce on M. Neckar? How ſhall we re- 


| 
D., 


in ' favour of the monarch and monarchy Z 


5 , * 
; ES wn 2 | | 
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move- the impreſſion 8 on us by the 1792. 
diſaſters he was inſtrumental in occaſion- 

ing, ſince they muſt in a great meaſure 

be attributed to the imprudence ' of his 
-meaſures, the weakneſs of his .character, _ 
the inſufficiency of his knowledge, and 1 
his falſe application of the principles of 
philoſophy to the affairs of a ſtate? I 
ſhall not join with thoſe who accuſe M. 
Neckar of ſedition and conſpiracy, and 
charge him with having betrayed the ſo- ' 
vereign and the nation; but I will ſay, 
that to both he proved a very bad ſervant. 


— 


His moral and ſocial yirtues I ſhall not | 
call in queſtion, nor will I'deny that he li 
poſſeſſed abilities ſufficient to preſide at = 
the head of the finances in ans 1 
eircumſtances: but what a change had N I 
taken place, between the period of his firſt 3 
miniſtry, and that when he afterwards 9 
ventured to take che reins of government ii 
If, as he acknowledges he did, he foreſaw | 
the revolution, what ſteps. did he take to If 
1 tg * to cd it, Mr; to \ Greg it? 5 | | 
\ | | 
| | 


is 
. if he 59550 ſo much reliance on his aw 
powers, and on the public eſteem, of which 
nue ſuppoſed himſelf" poſſeſſed, why did 
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not he combat with greater yigour and 
| addreſs the errors of public opinion? 
Why did he even ſubmit to them con- 
trary to the dictates of his own conſcience ? 
If in'circumſtances fo difficult, deſtitute 
either of courage or foreſight, he 2 
bring nothing to ſuſtain a tottering ti 
but empty ſpeculations, ſounding - n 


and a lofty confident air; is be not culpable 
for having undertaken ſuch an arduops | 
taſk ; thus contributing, at leaſt paſſively, 
to the demolitioa of the monarchy; and 
then writing the hiſtory of the ets god | 


annexing to it his own panegyric 
him then boaſt" no more of his talents | 
arid capacity; were they much greater than 
they are, ſtill they would be contemptible 
in the eyes of the truly wiſe, who eſti- 
mate the merits of men by the” ſervices 
they render ſociety, and prefer an expert 
elan to a miniſter of Rate who W un 


— 


THE n acer. | 
qualified for his office, | Providerice has 


the moral and phyfical powers requiſite to 
exeteiſe' the different employments by 


| which ſocial order exiſts, and the common 


happineſs: is promoted. The let of the 
multitude is to be guided by a few; and 


510 


1792. 


diſpenſed to mortals the talents, or rather ——— 


experience has ſhewn that the leſs nu- 


merous their leaders, the better a people 
is governed, Nature likewiſe ſeldom forms 


thoſe great and ſublime geniuſes capable | 


of preſiding over, of defending and en- 
lightening extenſive empires. We ſee 


very few great monarehs, very few great 
generals, and perhaps ſtill fewer great 
miniſters: diſtiaguiſhed talents are diſtri. 
vote wit a very ſparing Hand; ahd even 


then require great occafions'to' draw them 


into action. Theſe occafions were not 
Wanting to Neckar, but He he wed himſelf 
unequal to the emergency. His caſt of 
underſtanding, his financiering abilities, 


the morality” of His character, and Ris in- 


cnstion for Hterzture, all ſher that 
700 wegen 


dug deſtined to be 0 only a happy 
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1792. man in private life; as I <a was 
| hy Lon intended for a ſol dier, and an indifferent 
EE general. Why then would he aſpire to 
© - the character of a great ſtateſman, when 
nature had refuſed him the neceſſary ta- 
lents? Let him ceaſe to think of govern- 
ing men, as I have abandoned the idea of 
again leading them to battle: and as I 
continually exclaim, O the vanity of martial 
glory! let him accuſtom himſelf , 
N O the vanity of miniſteriul wy 


: 7e PA lf T1 may ful n 
t caſt a ſorrowing look on my native 
E1- 1 0 country, and to offer up one wiſh in her N 
Fu awour, it is, that ſhe may never be go- 
BY | verned by pretended philoſophers, but that 
| in her rulers ſhe may ever find a Titus, a "I 
Trajan, a Marcus Aurelius, a Louis 4 S 
Twelfth, and a Henry the Fourth; the 
_ philoſophy and . morality of whom. con- 
ſiſted not in ſpeculation | but in practice. 
Le modern philoſophers, or rather ve 
wretched ſophiſts, the doctrines you have 
3 Mt * their falſe pendant. ava 


8 
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been the cauſe of more crimes, and have 1 792. 
occaſioned the effuſion of more blood. 


within an inconſiderable number of years, 
than the barbarous policy, the "nu 


and fanaticiſm of our forefathers during 


ſeveral centuries. How will you repair 
the miſchief you have given birth to, unleſs 
by confeſſing your faults and. acknow- 
ledging your errors, that they may remain 
a terrible but falutary leſſon to future Be 
nerations! „ 
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No. I. 


Lee 4 Monſ le Marguls DE Ms: 
'F Monſ, e Marquis DU Cnasrzrzr. 


7 7 


; | | Metz, de — 1769. | 
R e ee pardon, monſieur, de 
3 navoir pas rẽpondu plutòt à votre lettre; 
mais l'objet qu'elle renfermoit eſt d'une telle 0 
dee qu'il exigeoit une mire reflexion 
avant que d'y repandre. Je vous crois un 

homme da et range wall; X nenen | 

4008 n | | 


| 1 tems. queje ——_ cider low; maux I 
qui affligent ma patrie, et il y a long tems que 
je les avois prevus ; vous n'en douterez pas 
ſi vous vous rappellez quelques unes de nos 
converſations cet hyver, et quoique auſſi 
enne mi du b ge ede que M. de la 

outois” le defordre 
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et Fanarchie qui devoient reſulter de la com. 


poſition des &tats-gEneraux, parmi leſquels 
Feſprit public ne pouvoit regner. Mes craintes 
ſe ſont_realiſces; le royaume eſt entraine vers 


fa ruine; la reunion des gens honneres, puiſſans, 
et courageux, peut le ſauver peut-Etre encore; 
mais du moins ils doivent faire un dernier 


effort. Tel eſt le principe qui guidera ma 


conduite dans cette malheureuſe circonſtance. 


Qu'il fe prẽſente donc des hommes qui, avec 


des intentions pures et droites, ayent la force 


et le courage n&ceſſaire, je me joindrai à eux; 


$'ils ſugcombent, 3 368 fuccombrai : AVEC eux. 


et le bonheur; ſa conduite, i eclairce par les 
derniers . .EvEnemens, | m'a dẽtrompë, et m'a 


convaincu, qu'il n'y ayoit plus aucun bien à 
en attendre; il reſte done M. de la Fayette, 
dont; la puiſſance eſt encore acerue. Je ne 
conndis pas ſes principes; mais qu'il me les 
faſſe connoitre, et Sils ſont tels que vous 
me les annoncez, et tels que je le deſire, 
je me rẽunirai A. . aer ſauver la patrie, 

ambition, Pintéret par- 


et mettant a Vecart 
et * amour - propre n pourra 


Ms + +  compteny . 


— 


ai juge A quelque tems que M. 3 
duc d' Orleans et M. de la Fayette tenoient 
dans leurs mains la deſtinse de la France; Je 
croyois que le premier, par ſon rang et par 
ſa naiſſance, de voit en dẽſirer la conſervation 


\ 
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compter, ainſi que toutes les pirſonnes qui 


auront ce grand objet en vue, fur mon courage, 


ſur mon dẽvouement à la choſe publique, ainſi 
que ſur ma fidelite A remplir mes engagemens. 


Mais encore une fois, ſi je ne veux pas 


le retour du pouvoir arbitraire ſous lequel je 
luis ne, et ſous lequel Jai vegu juſqu ici, je ne 
veux pas le dẽſordre et PFanarchie qui regnent. 
'F preſent ; je veux vivre ſous un governement 
qui puiſſe en meme tems procurer la ſuretẽ 
au dehors et la tranquillte au dedans, dont la 
Üibertẽ ſoit conſẽquemment circonſerite dans 


des bornes raiſonnables; ce qui ẽtoit poſſible, il 


1 7 8 mois: ce qui Veſt. Oe TE encore. 


LAY 1 * 6 


Voila, 3 ma profeſiion de "Ip vous 
5 pouvez la communiquer à M. de la Fayette; 
fi fa fagon de penſer eſt conforme à la mienne, 
_ $i} veut me Fexpliquer avec cette franchiſe 
qui doit nous caracteriſer lun et Pautre, nous 
ſerons bientòt reunis,” et mettant à nos pieds 
tous les petits prejugts qui nous Eloignoient, 
nous concourrons au meEme but, avec Vaccord 
qui doit exiſter entre deux hommes ẽgalement 
- animes: du bien public, et dont la ſeule am- 
dition doit Ztre de fauver la patrie en danger; 
ma conduite relativement à M. de la Fayette, 7 


fora donc calculẽe 10 * ae 1 your wg 
de hen e OY 
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Voila, mor cher ec 
tieukères; mais il en eft une generale, qui 
intèreſſe, qui doit rẽunir tous les bons eiteyens, 
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| Recevez, mon ſieur, les aſſurances he tres 
inviolable attachement, avec lequel j'ai Yhonneur | 
&erre votre n et tres I few. 


viteur, 
| : Is Marquis vr Bovnak, 
No. u. 


Laws de Ment. DE Aae ee 2 Mont. „ f 
on | ue * BovILLs. - * 


e ene 2389. 


OS CMS Jos. Sd A a 0 0 


er couſin; pour les affaires par- 


quelies quayent été leurs opinions poktiques; 


nous aimions Fun et Vautre la liberté, il m'en 


falloit une plus forte doze qu'à vous, et je la 


voulois pour le peuple et avec le peuple; cette 
revolution eſt faite, et vous devez en Ctre 


autant moins fachẽ que vous waves voulu y 


prendre aucune part; mais aujourdhui nous 


craignons les memes 'maus, Panarchie,' les diſ- 
ſentions civiles; la diſſolution de toutes les forces 


rætabliſſement du credit, P affermiſſement d'une 


en goulticurionelle, le retour de l'ordre, et 


5 
I UI e N 
L's P b s 
* 4 a 5 [ f 
5 4 F 


APPENDIX). No. it. 


une forte meſure de pouvoir exẽcutif. Une contre 
revolution ẽtant heureuſement impoſſible, et 
devenant d'ailleurs criminelle, Ppuiſqu elle 
aſſureroit la guerre civile, et quoiqu'on put 


faire le maſſacre du parti foible ; les honnetes | 


gens, les citoyens purs ne peuvent chercher qu'à 
remonter la machine dans le ſens de la revolution: 
le rol eſt penetre de cette verite ; il faut, ce me 


ſemble, que tous les hommes forts sen penẽtrent; 


Faſſemblee nationale, après avoir dẽtruit à Ver- 
ſailles, vient Edifier à Paris, elle ſera d'autant 
plus raiſonnable quꝰ on aura diſſipẽ tout prẽtexte 


de mefiance, et plus vous, mon cher couſin, 
ſerez rallis à la nouvelle conſtitution, plus vous | 


Ma pr r e p 8 . 


ne A. Wei que les eirconſtances . AY 


e FR k. placẽ dans un degrẽ de 


approche de mon cœur; je vous Pai ouvert 
avec confiance, mon cher couſin; il ſaiſit avec 


; empreſſement toutes les phraſcs de vos lettres 


qui le rapprochent de vous, et ſouhaite bien 
favoir ſi celle · oi a votre eee Bon j Jour, 
mon! e +, 4 

enn 


A 5 — t 
* 3 . 
9 ren? * x 7 » N F x £ 5 ” . * * 
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reſponſabilite fort ſuperieur à mes talens, je 
orois avoir dẽ montrẽ que je hais la faction 
autant que jaime la liberts, et j attends impa- 
tiemment epo ue od je pourrai demontrer 
auf que nulle vue d' inter et perſonel ua jamais 
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Mille tendre complimens z votre fils Je 


I vous al crit un mot, que je crains avoir Re 


- „ | 1s; II. 


4 Lure 4. Monſ: DE LA 3 a Monl, "Y 
211821 n DE BoviLL6, 


pe at Tc. "Pais. ce Sar — 4 
ARDONNEZ,'. mon cher couſin, à mon in- 
exactitude, mais ne doutez pas du plaiſir 
que J'ai. eu en apprenant que vous approuvez 2 
ma conduite ; nous avons <te diviſes de principes 


et de ſentimens pendant la revolution, mais 
aujourdhui nous devons tous nous rallier autour 


du roi, pour Faffermifſement d'une conſtitution 


que vous 'aimez moins que moi, qui peut avoir 


quelques dẽfauts, mais qui aſſure la libertẽ 


TC et qui eſt trop avancee dans Veſprit 
et le cceur des Francois pour que ſes ennemis 


puſſent Vattaquer ſans diſſoudre la monarchie : 
lorſqu on en eſt a ce point, tous les honnetes 
gens ne forment plus qu un parti, dont le roi 
&eft declare le chef, et qui, deconcertant ala 
fois les anciens regrets et les eſperances. fac-. 

tiecuſes, doit reſſerrer les liens de l'ordre 


5 ; Sublic, et et ramener par tout Turion et le calme, 


pour 


£ BL 


pour nous faire mieux jouir de la liberté; le 
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cur du roi doit ſe repoſer dẽlicieuſement ſur 


le bien qu'il a fait, et particulièrement ſur 

les maux qu'il a evites, et dans leſquels un 
monarque ambitieux ou inſenſible auroit pu 
plonger la France; donnons lui la rẽcompenſe 


de ſes vertus, en nous uniſſant tous pour ramener 
la tranquillitẽ: celle de Metz à ẽtẽ trouble 


par quelques diſcuſſions, dont on youloit re- 


Aur la Parfaite concordance de tous les agens | 
du pouvoir exẽcutif avec les principes du roi. 


tarder les travaux de Taſſemblee nationale; il 
vaut bien mieux n'en pas parler, et je vous 
conjure d' arranger cette affaire à la ſatisfaction 
generale ; il vous eſt ſi facile de contenter les 
citoyens de Metz, de communiquer aux offi- 


ciers ces diſpoſitions, que vous pourriez donner 
Texemple de cette reunion. cordiale fans indiſ- 
cipline tandis qu'ailleurs, ou n'a ſouyent obtenu 
tune qu'aux depends de autre. Vous ſentirez 


auſſi que la meilleure manière d'afluter au roi | 
Tautoritẽ conſtitutionelle dont nous avons 


beſoin, eſt de ſatisfaire les amis de la liberts 


Jai appris que vous aviez donne idee de quitter 


votre patrie, comme ſi vos talens ne lui ap- 
partenoient pas, comme ſi meme quelques 
torts particuliers auroient pu vous donner le 


delir de nous voler les battailles que vous 


gagnerez pour nous, et dans leſquelles j'eſpere 
gue vous me permettrez de Fombattre © ſous - 


M M vos 
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vos ordres Je me flatte; mon cher coulin, que 
mon caractère vous eſt aſſèz connũ, pour- 
qu'il ſoit inutile de dire que la revolution” me 
repoſeta juſtement a la meme place od elle m'a 
pris; quelque extraordinaires que ſoient mes 
aventures, il le ſeroit encore plus à a mes yeux 
chen profiter, et j'aime à prendre cet engage- 
ment 2 epoque od iP ne peut plus avoir Vair 


Pun marche; je ſouhaire'bien, mon cher couſin, 


que vous laiſiſſiez les occaſions Fen" prendre 
avec HK conſtitution. 11'eſt* impoſſible que vos 
talens n. 'excitent pas la Jalouſie; que vos an- 
ciennes idees ne ſourniſſent, ſoit des occaſions, 


_  foit des prẽtextes à Linquiẽtude; il eſt” peut- 
te utile à la choſe publique de vous mani- 


feſter bien clairement ſur ce baitt. La 
dematche: du roi eſt une occaſion: je voudrois 
*que"Torfqu'bn dit M. de Boville 4 les plus 
graiids tales et la confiance des troupes, Per- 
bone Wajcbtat; il eſt hennemi de nos prineipes. 


Patdorinez-ma franchiſe, mon cher eoufn: je 


ne fais que repeter ec don m'a dit vingt 
fois depuis trois jours; et j'ai beſdin de ne plus 


| *ententire ce reproche oontre vous. Bon jour, mon 


* couſin, et mon coma attachement. 
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Lelire du Rot @ Monſ. le Marquis d&'BoviLlLs; 
S601 en 5 7 | Paris, ce 23 Avril 1790. 
B. Wa été rentlu- exactement compte, mon- 
ſieur, de vos efforts pour mainte nir la garniſon 
importante de ma ville de Meta, et des ſucces que 
vos ſains ayoient obtenus juſqu ce moment; ce 
qui vient de ſe paſſer dans cette place n'a fait 
qulaugmenter la bonne opinion que j'ai de 
vous depuis long tems, et je me plais à vous 
en g temoigner ma ſatisfaction; contiguez A 
me-; bien ſervir dans votre commandement; 
M. de 1a Tour du Pin vous expliquera les 


- 


motifs qui pourroient faire appergevoir de la 


convenance à ce que non vinſiez paſſer quelques 

| jours a Paris; mais je m'en rapporte. abſolument 
à vous pour juger du moment on vous pourriez 
le faire ſans que votre abſence put cauſer aucun 


= eee. 


} 


: LOUIS. 


MM2 


1 
. 
| 
j 
; 
| 
j 
} 


99d. 


* 


APPENDIX, o. v. 


Tettre du Rot à Mon. le Marquis br BovILLE 


Paris, ce 2 Mai 1790. 


| 152 remarque- dans votre lettre, monſieur, 


une phraſe qui me fait beaucoup de peine; 


je ne veux pas que vous quittiez ni ma per- 


ſonne ni mon royaume, car je ſais pas les ſervices 
que vous m'avez rendus, tous ceux que vous 
pouvez rendre encore à Petat. Soyez ſur de ma 


conſtante reconnoiflance, et c'eſt uniquement pout 


menager la nobleſſe et la dẽlicateſſe de votre 
caractere que je ne vous en entretiens pas plus 
particulièrement en cette occaſion. Je ſuis tres 
fatisfait de vos diſpoſitions pour la journee du 


4, et j'aime à vous voir partager les ſentimens 


que la conſtitution nouvelle doivent inſpirer 


a tous les bons en & à mes Adiles waht 
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; Lare 4+ Mont DE LA 8 2 eng „ 
| | Marquis DB BoviLLE. 


Ce Lundi (fans autre e date). 
R We mon cher couſin, qu on a cherchẽ 
à me nuire aupres de vous; mais avec un coeur 
pur et droit comme le vötre, la loyautẽ n'eſt 
pas long tems mẽconnue, et Vamitis eſt e 
ment ſure de ſe oe entendre. 
on vous A dit ER dead * | 
mes vues, mes moyens, mes defirs; il eſt 
_ fimple que des ambitieux cherchent ce que 
cache un homme, qui en pouvant beaucoup na 
: wennn que le bien mo. 
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Os a fait des Wen perfornelie entre 
nous; cela eſt naturel auſſi, parceque j'ai des 
envieux, que Je me ſuis fait des ennemis, et 
que Jai mEconte beaucoup de gens, de manigre 
qu en obtenant Veſtime de la nation, J ai merit Fs 
la haine des partis. - 
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On a beaucoup blame ma 3 tantõt 
on a eu tort, et tantot raiſon; les reproches 
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en profiter pour ma defenſe : mais en jugeant 
ſeverement mes fautes, je m'honore de mes 
intentions, et ſi d'autres euſſent mieux fait, per- 
ſonne n'eut ol plus en conſrience. | 
Au reſte, mon hon n quand vous 
croirez avoir à me gronder, adreſſez-vous a 
moi nos catactères ne ſont pas les mèmes; nos 
. principes politiques different auſſl; mais nous 
DE deux honnetes gens, et comme ils font ' 
| tres rares, nous nous entendrons mieux feuls, que 
quand d'autres S'en melent.” | 


BE Je vous 1 avec la meme 3 que 
* nouvelle promeſſe demandẽe aux officiers 
eſt une aſſez mauvaiſe meſure; mais il a fallu 
Parer dabord à la fureur du licentiement, qui 
ſe repandoit” d'un bout du royaume à Pautre; 

15 faire agreer le ſiſtẽme des camps, rendre 

engagement des officiers commun à tous les 
ſonctionaires publics, et apres tout cela, eſt 

| reſtee une formule de promeſſe qui weſt pas 
particuliẽrement dẽplaiſante a Varmèe, puiſqu elle 
8 Perend à tous les Etats, mais qui en elle- meme 
10 convicue pas à la dignitẽ du peuple Francois, 
a la laſſitude on nous devrions etre Nw 

1 7 rwe. 
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ans nh eee raſſemdiee, bien Join de 
weer dankee officiers, a ſurtout Ee" con- 
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oh duite par le dẽſir de leur offrir un moyen qui, 
une fois pour toutes, impoſat ſilence à la ca- 
lomnie, et dẽtruiſit tout prẽtexte à Vinſubor- 
dination, nous comptons ſur votre patriotiſme, 
mon cher couſin, pour eviter les mauvaiſes 


interprẽtations qu'on cherchera peut- tre a 


donner, et ſur votre example, pour reunir tous 
les officiers dans la diſpoſition que les bons 
citoyens ſouhaitent ardemment, tandis que les 
brouillons de tous les partis ne demanderoient 
pas mieux que de leur donner de Thumeur. 


nnr — 


* * 


Mon ami Emeri vdus écrit; il avoit beſoin 


de moi 'aupres de vous. Jai peur A preſent, 
d'avoir beſoin de lui; mais je ne craindrai rien, 
. vous rendez e à mon de attachement. 
K L ae 


* * & * 1 — * 

1 * vn. | i 
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Eur 4. Ror 2 Monſ: & Marquis vs x Boonus 
2 d isbn $1 412 3 a ' 45 
Wag nern N 1795. 
you = avez done, monſieur, une nouvelle 
preuve de votre zèle, et des ſentimens 
qui vous animent, en ne profitant pas du congẽ 
; que je vous avois ene: Wen 
Spies mas 
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ITY Ko. vis. 


od vous raver regu. J'ai appris avec une veritable 
peine les dangers auxquels vous a expoſe la 


_ prolongation de votre {jour à Metz; je nai 
point Ete ſurpris de la fermetẽ dont vous avez 


donnẽ de nouvelles preuves dans cette occaſion, 
mais J'ai du plaiſir à vous tẽmoigner ma re- 
connoiſſance, et ma ſatisfaction de votre con- 


duite. 
185 5261510). KIs. 
5 No, vil, Faroe acl 
dene a ; Mont, b. Abe "— 1 
— Marquis DE Bovrrrt. | 
(Sang date.) 


ous avez _ appris, mon cher couſin, le 
decret unanime de l'aſſemblẽe nationale 

oy VinſurreQion de Nanci. M. de la Tour du 
Pin vous adteſſe les ordres du roi. Dęſnottes, 
qui en eſt potteur, vous donnera les details qui 
Laa vous intereſſer; je ne vous dirai donc 
que quelques mots. Voici le moment, mon cher 
2 od nous pouvons commencer i ẽtabliſſe- 
ment de Pordre conſtitutionel, qui doit rem- 


Placer Parnarchie re volutionnaire: les de- 
e nanny Vordre judiciaire, 


4 quoique 
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quoique dẽſectueux, va s organiſer: nous ſommes 


au moment de faire le travail des gardes na- 
tionales; l' arme fe dEcrete A Vinſtant od je vous 
_ .. Ecris, et deja le roi a pu choifir ſon premier 
general pour commander la plus importante 
des quatre armes. Ne nous dẽcourageons done 
pas, mon cher couſin; et eſperons qu'en nous 
uniſſant de toutes nos forces pour Perabliſſement 
de la conſtitution, en nous roidiſſant contre toutes 


les difficultés inteErieures et ẽtrangères, nous 


aſſurerons a à la fois la libertẽ et Pordre public. 


42 8 Le decrét ſur Shan eſt hom: execution 
doit etre entire ct rigoureuſe; auſſitõt que nous 
eumes vote, le roi la ſanQtionne. M. de la 
Tour du Pin a annonce à tous les membres cle 
Vaſſemblee. que M. de Malſeigne Vexecuteroit, 
et apres avoir proclamẽ ce choix fort agreable 
à Vafſemblee, il a decouvert que M. de Mal- 


ſeigne ẽtoit à Beſangon. J'ai regu cette nuit 
un billet du roi pour mentendre avec vous, 


pour voir M. de la Tour du Pin, et ecrire aux 
garde nationales; il m'a paru, qu exceptẽ Penvoi 
du decret, il n'y avoit rien de fait. Un courier 
A donné ordre à M. de Malſeigne d'aller at- 
tendre i Lunẽ ville vos inſtructions; j cris, non 


pas officiellement, mais fraternellement, aux | 


gardes nationales des quatre dẽpartmens, et ma 


lettre eſt portee 2 Epinal par un de mes aides: | 


de-cammp, qui ira attendre vos ordres a Lunẽ- 
ville. 2 vous rendra compte a Metz de ce 


qu'il 


5357 


aPENDIX, xo, vii, 
guild a aura fait; nous avons arrete ici iladeputation 
du regiment du roi, et nous vous Ecrirons 


demain au ſoir par Some met r ira vous 
Jo; ol 8 2 2 : 5 
11 me ſemble, mon cher wy que nous 
devons frapper un coup impoſant pour toute 
Varmee, et arreter par un exemple ſevere, le 
debandement general qui ſe prepare. Si M. de 
Malſeigne ne trouve pas une beſogne trop 
difficile, les diſpoſitions qu'on va faire ſont bien 
ſuffiſantes; mais dans le cas d'une grande reſiſt- 
ance, et ſurtout d'un accord avec les garniſons, il 
faut que tous les moyens ſe combinent pour ſauver 
la patrie d'un tel danger; et je vous demande 
ay marcher avec le titre de votre ante de- camp. 
Ce qui eſt bien important, c 'eſt de ne pas man- 
quer ſon coup, et de diſpoſer nos meſures de 
 maniere A ce LIN le: en * Pas Are 


5 


7 n l + 
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9 jour, mon chet 2 z.; C'eſt: de tout 
mon cœur que je me joins à vous, parceque je 
ſuis fur que vous ſervirez notre conſtitution, et 
que j'ai autant beſoin que vous de Vetablifſe- 
ment de l'ordre public. Donnez moi vos ordres 
et vos commiſſions; j'ai imagine qu'il y auroit 
des cas od deux officiers de la garde nationale 
de Paris tens etre en Je vous . 


de ut mon cur. e en at 
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No. IX. 


Tune du Ro! 2 Monſ. le Marquis DE Bovit.s. 


, \ 


= Þ F r +> .. Cloud, CC: 4 ; Novembre F390. 
| ; g$pE RE; rd que vous me connoiflez- 


aſſez pour ne pas douter de *Fextreme 


ſatisfaction que Jai reſſentie de votre conduite 
a Nanci; vous avez ſauve la, France le 31 
Aoũt, et vous avez par là montre aux autres 


le chemin et comme ils doivent ſe conduire. C'eſt 


je comble de la bonne conduite que vous tenez | 


depuis un an, à laquelle vous avez eu bien du 


mérite, par toutes les tracaſſeries qu'on vous 


a ſuſcitẽes. Continue ſur la meme route; ſoignez 


votre popularitẽ; elle peut m'etre bien utile et 


au royaume; je la regarde comme Vancre de 
falut, et que ce ſera elle qui pourra ſervir un 


Jour I rẽtablir lordre. J'ai ẽtẽ bien inquiet ſur 
les dangers auxquels vous vous expoſiez, juſqu'a 


ce que Jaie Tegu les nouvelles de M. de Gou- 


vernet; et je regrette bien ſincèrement les 


braves gens qui ont peri dans cette affligeante, 


mais. bien nẽcẽſſaire affaire. Je vous prie de me 


marquer particulicrement ceux dont vous avez 


ẽtẽ content; je vous charge auſſi de temoigner 
aux gardes nationales, ainſi qu'aux officiers et 


ſoldats qui vous ont ſi bravement ſeconde, | 
Namen je ſuis touch de leur izEle- et de leur 


57 1 : 55 fidehte ; 
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daekte. Pour vous, monſieur, vous avez acquis 
des droits eternels ab moy ẽſtime et à mon 


. 


R. Fai ſeu . de vos 8 _ 
- yous'-aimicz beaucoup a été tuẽ ſous M. de 
Gouvernet ; je vous envoyẽ un des miens, que 


B n 8 
- irs pop 
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1. «a 3 DE 1 Na- 
uu e le . DE Bous Lö. 
A CE + Paris, ee g Septembre 1790. 
5 | In n nationale, monſieur, a 
' ' = comble d'tloges la conduite remplie 
de courage et de patriotiſme que vous avez 
tenue, en faiſant rentrer dans le devoir la gar- 
niſon de Nanci, et les autres coupables. Vos ſuc- 
ces, comme guerrier, ne peuvent ẽtonner Vaſſem- 
blee nationale; mais elle ſent qu'elle a du etre 
votre douleur d' etre force de deployer vos 
talens contre des ſoldats rebelles accoutumes A 
| vaincre 
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vainere ſous vos ordres; et cette douleur elle 


la partage: la gloire d'avoir vengẽ les loix, 
et reprimẽ des ſẽditieux qui les enfreignoient 


toutes, eſt au · deſſus de celle d avoir ẽtẽ pluſieurs 


fois vainqueur des ennemis de la France; il vous 


appartenoit de rẽunir Pune et Pautre. L'aſſem- 
blee nationale me charge de vous tẽmoigner 
fon approbation et ſon ẽſtime, et je m applaudis 


os en ce moment Pinterprete de ſes ſentimens. 
je ſuis, monſieur, votre tres humble 

ect très obèẽiſſant ſerviteur, 

Henk Isst, en 


* — 


pedition en forme du decret de Vaſſemblee 
nationale, et je vous prie de faire parvenir ſans 
delai aux gardes nationales, et aux troupes de 


fab of kh 


ligne qu ont travaille ſous | vos ordres ? au 14 


que Valſemblee m'a dete de leur Ecrire ; 
vous voudrez bien veiller à ce . toutes 
en pad communication. EP 


8 b 8 we +, 6 L 1 F N 
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| Dientr” 4 Ama NarionALs au 
3 Septen Tg . 


| Laftembite aniounle! A deetäte, et decrete: 
Que le direstoire du departement de 99 


Meurthe, et les municipalites. de Nanci et de 


5 ST ſore remercies de leur zUe. 
/ 7 - 2 


P. oe e addréſſe, üben une en 
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e les gardes nationales qui ont — 
ſeus les ordtes de M. de Bouille, font remercics 
du patriotiſme, et de la bravoure civique qu'ils 


ont montres Pour le WN _ Fordre A . 
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Que la nation. be = © Ppouryoir : au bort 


des femmes een one qui ont peri. 
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les commifflires dont re envoi % * ste 
LE, ſe tendront fans delai 3 a "Nanci, pour y. 
prendre les meſures 'necEffaires. à A 1 conſervation 
de la rranquillire, - et Linformation exacte des 


fairs « qui doit amener la punition des coupables, 


ont wo 


de quelque grade, i , rang, et Etat qu”: "ils puiſſent © etre. 


| Collationne à Foriginal, par n nous prefdene, et 


I b de: 1 allemblee nationale à a GUS! 
le 4 Septembre. $1799... 3 
Hengt Iost, Preſident. 


| Charles-Glaude 1 ls Cuur, Secret. 4 


Dauchy, Secretaire. 


Prangtis Pant Wirolas Kois, Secittabe- "$I 
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Dinocheau, Secretaire, © CINE C9 39 19s oY, 
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ü nt ink 
mo n Chet af Jen Jouis doublemens a 


EV &Z 


partage. vos anxieres far la terrible fit tuation ot S 


nous Etions prets à tomber, et Jal regarde 
Vex6cution & Aectet A Nanci comme la ctiſe 


de Fordre” public, * Auſſi a tion bien cherche 


a Egarer le beuple fur cet łVènement, je ne 
m en etonte Pas, puiſqu il dou les'projers de 
trouble 1 rhais' vous abe af" Teropuleyx ob- 
ſervateur, de toutes les reègles, que la malignité 
ba trobye A mordre nulle part, et que chaque 


doute produit un Eclaircifſement à votre avan- 


tage. Je vous envoye la- copie du decret paſſe 


aujourdhui à la preſque unanimite ; il n'y a pas 


trente membres qui fe ſoient leves contre. 


Vous recevrez des commiffaires porteurs d'une 
proclamation dont une partis eſt de venue bien 
inutile; c'eſt M. du Verdier, avocat et ſecretaire 
des sleckehrs Panne paſſce, et M. Cayer de 
*Gerville;” procureur ſytidie ſuppléant dans la 


commune de Patis 7 ee ſunt deus hommes fort 
5 8 et W. J elpere ue 9277 ſerez coli- 
. | 3 tent; 


ou s Et tes de fanyeur de 1 choſe publique, | 


arrpuvix, 20. xt 


tent; je vous Ecrirai plus longuement demain, 
mon cher couſin, apres -avoir cauſe avec Gou- 
- vernet, et je vous parlerai de ce que vous 
m'avez mande ſur Ferat de nos frontières. 
Quant 2 intérieur, il y a bien encore des 
mouvemens, et Patis fermente ſinguliẽrement a 
| depuis quelques jours; mais il faudra bien que 
nous venions à bout de ces difficultés qui ſeules 
2 preſent peuvent retarder Ferabliflement de 
1 ordre conſtitutionel; notre union, mon cher 
douſin, eſt un moyen de ſervir la choſe publique, 
qui eſt bien cher à mon cœur ; et ce ſentiment 
elt fondẽ fur le plus tendre attachement, et une 
ſenſibilite Eternelle pour les temoignages 
amitiẽ et de confiance que j ai regus de vous. 
Bon ſoir, mon cher couſin; je vous  Ecrirai 
demain, les commiſſaires ez. peu apres 
cette lettre. 1 
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ges occaſions de vous renouveller Paſſurance 


de tous mes ſentimens d'eſtime pour vous. 


* * * 
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4 2 4 Rot ra Mont bh Marquis Dh bout ; 


1 Paris; ce 4 Ferrier 10 
KE prüfte arte plaiſir, monſieur, de Poc- 


cuſion que m'offre le voyage du Comte de 


la M — A Metz, pour vous renouveller les aſ- 
ſurances de toute ma ſatisfaction de vos ſervices 
dans les circonſtances difficiles od vous vous 
Etes trouvẽ. Je ne peux que vous demander 
de continuer de vous conduire comme vous 


Pavez fait juſqu'à preſent, et vous aſſurer de 


toute ma wonnen et de toute mon eſtime. 
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Rs a Paris, ce 7 Fevrier. 


10 oy "0 long ICY mon cher couſin, que 


je ne vous ai ᷑erit; et depuis ma conver- 
ſation avec votre fils, je n'ai pas été à porte 


de vous donner des *nouvelles intéreſſantes. 


Paris a ẽtẽ diviſe par des factions, et le royaume 


fſatiguẽ par Vanarchie ; les ariſtocrates enrages 
rovent contre - rẽvolution; les pretres y con- 


courent par le fanatiſme; les ariſtocrates mo- 


deres n'ont pas le courage de faire des ſottiſes, 


mais en diſent . beaucoup : les monarchiſtes 
impartiaux, et toutes les nuances du cote droit, 


ne cherchent qu'à jouer un role, n'en ont les 
moeyens, ni au Phiſique- ni au moral, et ſeroient 


auſſi, s ils parvenoiĩent 2 etre quelque choſe, des 
ariſtocrates. A gauche, vous avez un grand 
nombre d' honnëtes gens qui attendent; un club 
de 1789, qui ſe perd dans les ſpeculations phi- 
loſophiques; un club des jacobins dont le 


fonds veut auſſi le bien, mais dont le directoire 
met partout le troũble; tout cela multiphe par 
les aſſociẽs de la capitale et des provinces, et 
3 on viſe plus au-nombre qu'au 
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choix, parceque les chefs ſont conduits par 


des interets et des paſſions perſonnelles; quant 


aux miniſtres, ils ſont dans la rẽvolution, et 
n'ont de regle, après celle -i, que de ceder à 


ceux du parti populaire, dont ils craignent les 


denonciations ; les courtiſans font comme ci- 
devant bien betes, bien vils, bien ariſtocrates. 
La reine eſt refign&e à la revolution, eſperant 


que Popinion changera un peu, mais redoutant- 


la guerre; le roi ne veut que le bonheur du 


peuple, et la tranquillitẽ generale, a commenger 


par la ſienne. J oubliois de parler de moi; je 
ſuis violemment attaque par tous les chefs de 
parti, qui me regardent, comme un obſtacle 
incompatible, et impoſſible à intimider; et le 
premier article de tout mauvais projet eſt de 


me renverſer; joignez- y deux haines tres mE- 
ritees des ariſtocrates et du parti Orleans, qui 


a plus de moyens qu'il ne paroit en avoir; 
Joignes-p la colere des Lameth ayec leſquels 
Fai. et lie; de Mirabeau, qui dit que je Pai 
- MEpi.uc ; joignez-y de Fargent repandu, deg 


belles, et Yhumeur que je donne à ceux que . 


Fempeche de piller Paris; et vous aurez la 
ſomme de tout ce qui agit contre moi: mais 
à rexception d'un petit nombre de tetes exaltces, 
qu on Egare, tous les honnetes gens, depuis la 
partie la moins aiſce du peuple juſqua ce qui 

n'eſt pas ariſtocrate enrage, font pour moi. 
* ſuis bien avec la garde nationale, à ex- 
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eeption de quelques jacobins meſcſtimes, car 
les jacobins | honnetes gens ſont pour moi, 
malgrẽ mon obſtination à ne plus aller à ce club; 


Jai eu depuis deux mois moins de rapport que 


jamais avec la cour, parceque cela n'etoit bon 


A rien, et que je ne fais que ce qui peut tre utile 


i mon pays; mais je crains qu'on n'ait profité 
de ma negligence pour intriguer; je ſais mèeme 


qu'on a été au moment de les entrainer dans 


de grandes ſottiſes, et qu'ils ſe ſont arretes 


au bord du Precipice 3 la reine eſt entourte fi 
mal, les petites tétes des Tuilleries adoptent fi 
avidemment les eſperances, et calculent ſi mal 
les obſtacles, - qu'il faut craindre qu'on ne gate 


; cet inſtrument i precieux d'ordre public, et 


qu'on ne faſſe du roi un moyen d' ambition 
pe rſonnelle. Voila la ſituation voici 
mes idees. . s 


| n amis, et nommẽment Emeri, tra- 


vaillent avec moi à un plan de conduite qui 
conſolide la revolution, Etablifſe ſur de bonnes 
baſes la conſtitution, et ramene Fordre public. 


Les talens principaux de Paſſemblee, Mirabeau 
lui-mème, ne pourront ſe diſpenſer de ſoutenir 


cette aſſociation, et c'eſt à cela qu'il eſt ſur- 


tout propre! voila les tribunaux &tablis, a 
police du royaume, les Juris ſont decretes ; 


1 c'eſt le moment de faire entendre notre voix 


avec r convenance, et utilite, 


\ 
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Vous avez acceptẽ la coalition que mon cœur 
et mon patriotiſme vous ont offerte; vous diſiez 
Tautre Jour 2 à un de mes amis Si la Fayette 


et moi nous entendons bien, nous établirons 


une conſtitution. Je mets trop de prix à votre 
amitiè et A votre opinion pour ne pas vous 


| communiquer toutes mes idèes, vous demander 
les vötres, et d'igi à quelques jours, je vous 


Ecrirat avec encore plus de details. 5 


F 


es: veeu. le plus cher eſt as Gels vite et 


3 la revolution, d' aſſurer la conſtitution & 
des baſes ſolides, d'y employer tout ce que 


je poſſede de confiance nationale et de moyens 
perſonnels, et puis de ne plus rien Etre en 
France, ni dans le civil, ni dans le militaire, 


que citoyen actif, et lorſqu'il y aura guerre, 


votre aide· de· camp, ſi vous voulez de moi, 
ſans grade ni commandement. Adieu, mon 


cher douſün, | je vous embraſſe de tout mon cœur. 
SI AT EET: | - FAYETTE. 


SY nu y a beaucoup Bal gens qui rollent 
dans leurs tetes de grands projets; tout cela 
eſt le fruit de petites ambitions; je vous dirai 


ce que q en penſe A meſure que je les connoitrai. | 


Quant aux honnetes. gens, comme nous, il 
nous convient d' aller tout droit, et tout ou- 


vertement à un but utile et connu; tous ces 
muyſtères et toutes ces intrigues ne ſervent que 


les fripons, comme toutes les Thimeres des mau- 
vaiſes' totes ne ſervent 805 leurs ennemis. 
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No. xy. 


Laure wo Mon. te Marquis DE BoviLLE a 
| 1 DE LA FaYETTE, 


Metz, ce 11 Finley 1797. 
AFFECTIVEMENT, mon cher coulin, Jai te 
prive long tems du plaiſir de recevoir de 


vos lettres, et j'ai jugẽ que vos occupations 
vous avoient empeche de m'ecrire. Le tableau 
que vous me faites de Petat de Vaſſemblee, de 


ctlui- de Paris, des partis, et des factions qui 
y_regnent, ce que vous me dites de l'eſprit qui 
* eſt vrai, en meme tems qu il eſt ef- 


ffrayant: quelques perſonnes que j'ai vues ici 
depuis peu, en qui j'ai de la confiance, et pour 


jeſquelles Jai de Veſtime, mont fait la meme 
peinture ; M. Emeri eſt de ce nombre. Toutes 
conviennent de Vexces du mal fans connoitre le 
remade : vous me donneriez quelques con- 


ſolations, et vous feriez renaitre mes eſperances, 
en m'aſſurant que vous vous occupez avec M. 


Emeri et pluſicurs autres gens capables, d'un 


plan de conduite qui Etabliſſe une conſtitution 


ſur des baſes ſtables; mais il y a un an, ne 


m'avez vous pas u le meme deſir et la 


mème volonte? ne m'avez vous pas affure 


qu'on alloit des lors Etablir une force publique, 
fans Vexercice de laquelle les meilleures loix 


ſont nulles ? et cela ne vous Etoit-il pas plus 
887 
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poſũble alors qu'a preſent ? Cependant, depuis 
cette Epoque, qu' eſt- il arrive? Il geſt forme- 
pluſieurs partis qui ont ẽtẽ en oppoſition : les ja- 


cobins ont acquis une grande influence, et une 


telle ſuperiorite, qu'il eſt preſque impoſſible de 
les detruire, et de calculer juſqu od ira le mal 
quil's produiſent en France. Le dẽſordre veſt 
accrũ à Paris et dans les provinces ; ; les troupes 
que Von cherchoit d'abord 3 ſeduire par des 
moyens de perſuaſion, plus que par ceux de 
corruption, ont ẽtẽ achetees, et ont rompu tous 
les liens de la diſcipline ; et cet Eſprit de vẽ- 
nalite eſt tellement rẽpandu dans l' armee, que 


le ſoldat, en general, ſera à celui qui le payera le 


plus, tandis que les chefs et les officiers dẽgoutẽs 

perſẽcutẽs, ſans conſideration et fans. autorite, 
n' ont peut-Etre plus la poſſibilitẽ oe le faire 
rentrer dans le devoir. a 


| Le REFS ALS OG a gagne parmi le peuple, h 


et ſe propage tous les jours; les clubs de la re- 


volution conduiſent dans ce moment prèſque 


toutes les villes, dont un tres petit nombre eſt 
encore contenu par la ſageſſe des adminiſtrateurs. 


Dans pluſieurs, le peuple temoigne fon mé-— 
contentement; il eſt plus grand encore dans- 
les campagnes, ſurtout dans les provinces, ob 


le reculement des barrieres, ou le ſerment des 


pretres ont indiſpoſẽ le peuple qui n'a obei au 
_ ous ces. e rapports, que Par Hopper 
. 4 | 1 
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de la force militaire, qu'on A deploys. Deja 


Y meme on rẽpand, et on entend dire que l'af- 


ſemblee ma pas de pouvoir conſtituant, et que 
le eonfentement tacite du peuple ne ſuffit pas, 


Pouvant le retirer d'un moment à Pautre ; que 


le roi n'eſt pas libre, que raſſemblẽe meme 
ne Veſt pas, que Fopinion publique peut changer, 
qu'elle doit mème changer; que ſeroit- ce fi 
cela arrivoit, et ſi la preſence des ' armees 
Etrangeres ſur la fronriere, (car c'eſt dans l'ordre 
des choſes poſſibles,) faiſoit germer cet Eſprit 
de meEcontentement, et le devellopoit, de 
manière A produire une inſurrection, fi non 


generale, du moins partielle? Je vous demande 
alors, i votre Edifice ne ſeroit pas renverſe, et 


8 vous ne er 5 Eraſe ſous oo: ruines'? 


* 


voin les ee que ole prẽ vois, et je 1065 


perſuade que tout homme raiſonnable, qui ne 
| ſera ni fanatique, ni ambitieux, ni intéreſſẽ, 
aura les memes craintes. Que faut-il faire pour 


les prevenir ?. conſtituer votre afſemblce na- - 


= Were de maniere que ſes pouvoirs ne puiſſent 


Aus etre douteux ni reEvoques ; qu'ils ne 
puiſſont etre ſujets à des rëclamations; donner 


au roi la force ſuffiſante pour faire exłcuter 
les loix, et la libertẽ nẽceſſaire pour que fon 
conſentement ne puiſſe etre ſuppoſe force, et 


our õᷣter tout pretexte à des reclamations qui, 


1 we = tard, e un e mal. Ainſi 


. dong 
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done un pouvoir legal à Vaſſemblee pour faire 

des loix, une puiſſance exẽcutive ſuffiſante pour 

les nal ExEcuter, et Fentiere libertè au mo- 
narque/ qui en eſt le chef. - Voila ce qui peut 
ẽtablir ſolidement une conſtitution libre, et 

vous faire Eviter une ſerie d' anarchie qui doit 

finir nẽceſſaire ment par une cataſtrophe. 


Mais cela, eſt- il poſſible ou non? Je ignore. 
Puls- je, et dois- je, meme m' en occuper; imm 
puiſſant et incapable q oꝑerer un auſſi grand 
bien, il ne m'eſt permis que de developer mes 
idees à quelques hommes qui, comme vous, ſont 
dans une ſituation qui leur donne les moyens 
d'y contribuer. Me taire avec les autres, 
reſpecter opinion publique, obeir aux loix 
Emances des principales autoritẽs, me renfermer 
dans Vexercice de mes devoirs ; ſans ſortir des 

bornes qu' ils me prẽſerivent. Telle eſt la rẽgle 
que je me ſuis impoſẽe, mon cher couſin, et que 
je f rai pendant tout le tems que je vivrai 
ſous le enen bags oat et Ny og * 1 
| ee 12 eee ee 
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8 le reh as votre A vous appellate * 
abe vous y ſeriez employẽ et vous y ſer- 
viriez avec la diſtinction qui Rr die 2 yos 9 
talens, et à votre rang, et votre ẽmule de pa- 
ear weg * n'aurois d'autre ambition que de 
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partager avec vous anti et la gloire quie en 
en in ae 

. mon gane e je vous + renouvel 
te en de! mon ne ant ere | 


200 fd e el Boone. 
3 5 hp oy No. *I. 

Lune ds . DE Sunn a Monſ, 16 Marquis 
SE r e BovILLE. 


"$195 155469 " Aiz-la-Chopellcy es f Juillet x 55. | 
Me- le Marquis de Bowlle,: J'ai regu 
avec bien de la gratitude la marque de 


confiance que vous m'avez tẽmoignẽe, en m'en- 


voyant votre lettre à laſſe mblẽe nationale. Je Vai 
trouvẽe remplie de ces ſentimens d attachement 
Pour votre ſouverain, etd'horreur pour Vanarchie, 
Jui ſont ſi dignes d'un guerrier tel que vous. 

La fortune eſt aveugle dans les commotions 
* comme à la guerre ; mais les principes 


de fidelits et d' honneur font immuables, et la 


reputation, y eſt attachẽę plus qu aux ſuccès: 


depuis long tems la votre, fi bien ẽtablie, comme 


Ae d Fetre encore plus par votre 
KY, — 


ay 


- 8 S 4 , 8 Fs 
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votre ſouverain vertueux et infortune: regevez- 
en mes complimens. II n' en eſt pas en Europe 


qui ne mettent un grand prix à acquerir au 


nombre de leur ſujèts, et de voir a la tete de 
leurs  arme&es, un homme comme vous; peut- 
Etre le plus ancien, et le plus fidele allié de 
votre patrie, pourroit- il y avoir un droit preferable 


aux autres, d' autant plus que vous ne quitteriez 


pas le ſervice de votre veritable patrie en entrant 


au ſien. Mais dans quelque etat que vous 
ſoyiez, vous devez toujours etre certain de mon 
eſtime, et de L'intẽrẽt que je prendrai toujours 


a vous: c'eſt avec ces ſentimens, que je prie 


Dieu qu'il vous alt, Monſieur le Marquis 4 1 


Dou dans ſa ſainte et digne garde. 


Votre très affe ctionne, 
„ 1  GUSTAVE. 
No. XVII. 
Tune du Rox vx Suze @ esc le Marquis 
_ DE BOoVILLE. © 
| Dortingholm, ce 2 sss 1792, 


TONSIEUR 70 Marquis de Bouille, Je viens 


de rece voir preſque à la fois vos deux 


keuues du r et 16 Aodr, Je vous ſuis bien oblige 
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des nouvelles que vous m'y donner. L'entrevue 


de Pilnitz décidera de bien des choſes, et il 
eſt tems qu'on prenne un parti, car la ſaiſon 


avance ; et pour moi, je ne connois qu'un ſeul 


aft 


+ 


obſtaele inſurmontable aux projets de la vie; 


Ceſt Vobſtacle phiſique, et fi on ne ſe decide 
bientor, cet obſtacle ſera 'Vallie' le plus utile de 
Faſſemblee nationale. Je vous parlerai du mé- 


D moire- dont il eſt queſtion dans votre lettre du . 


16 Aoùt par le courier que je vais envoyer 
d'ici dans quelques jours, lorſque je faurai 
dẽfinitivement les rẽſolutions de Pimperatrice 
de Ruſſie: mais je dois vous avertir d'avance 
que tous les marins et les cartes maritimes 
que nous avons ici, preuvent qu'une flotte ne 
peut entrer dans le port d'Oſtende, et il eſt a 


r que Ventree-de ce port n'eſt prati- 
cable qu' en paſſant devant Dunkerque. Cela 


n'empechera cependant pas le projet, {i l'on 
trouve une ſuretẽ pour Phyvernage ; mais vous 
ſentez bien ainſi que moi, que Poperation com- 
binée, ne peut avoir lieu, et que la flotte une 


fois partie des ports de Suede, doit ſans s'arreter 


exccuter ſon entrepriſe. Cela me convien- 
droit auſſi mieux, car tous ces grands plans com- 
binẽs ne revſſifſent | prèſque pas: Je vous 


Sorirai inctſſamment fur tous ce la avec plus de 


détail. Je ſuis, au reſte, bien aiſe de voir le 


bon accord qui regne entre vous et les Princes. 
EN M. le Comte d Artolis eſt bien fait 1 = 
* | es 


U 
* 
1 


APPENDIX, NO. xvIf. 55 


juſtice au merite, et ſentir le prix de votre z28le. 
Je ſuis perſuadẽ que vous luiverrez deployer dans 
ces momens critiques, les vertus d'un petit fils | 
d' Henry IV. Je lui en ai trouve la loyaute, a © if 
franchiſe, et le germe de toutes les qualités | 
faites pour inſpirer Venthouſiaſme, et Vaugmenter , _ 
par PVinteret que ſes malheurs ſeuls ont droit 
dl'inſpirer. Ce ſeroit un grand point que la — 
neutralitẽ de PAngleterre dont vous me parlez: . 
pour la Hollande, je doute qu'on puiſſe compter 
ſur ſes troupes; c'eſt une affaire tres compli- 
quẽe que de remuer cette maſſe. Pour moi, 
je ſuis pret, des que les moyens me ſeront pro- 
cures; et dans trois ſemaines du jour de l'ordre 
donn, Parmee ſera reunie à Vendroit od il 
faudra I'embarquer. + Je ſerois curieux de favoir  ., - _ | 
a qui on confiera le commandement de l'armẽe = 
combine de I Empire, d'Autriche, et de Pruſſe. 4 
s 


Cette beſogne ſera tres difficile, mais de opinion | 
q et des talens de 'celut à qui le commandement 
ſera fi, dependront le ſucces et la celerits 
de Fentrepriſe : mais ce qui eſt eſſentiel, c'eſt  * [1 
le ſecret ſur Voperation qui m'a ẽtẽ propoſte ; = 
dans tous les cas, je compte vous avoir avec | | 
moi, et cela me vaudra dix mille hommes. 
Jai requis le plus parfait accord, le calme 
le plus entier, et nous avons la plus heureuſe 
rẽcolte: tout cela ne contrariera pas mes vues; 
mais le tems de la ſaiſon avance, et c'eſt" le 
ſeul inconvenient que je redoute. J eſpère que 
3 27% vous 
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vous continuerez à me donner de vos hates, 


et que vous tes perſuade de Veſtime avec 
laquelle je prie Dieu, Monſieur le Marquis de 
Bouillé, qu'il vous ait e fa ſainte et 855 


* 1 
Vene res ba denn, 
; . 8 GUSTAVE. 


Lame du Rox br Bea 2 Mont. 4. Marquis 
er: DE BovILLE.. 5 


4 % 


eee e eee ee 1791. 
Meiner le Marquis de Boville, J'ai regu 


tres exactement toutes les lettres que vous 


m' avez Ecrites, et vous ne devez pas douter 
que je tes ai lues avec attention que doit 
inſpirer tout ce qui vient d'un homme de 


votre merite, et qui roule ſur des affaires aux- 
quelles je prends un. interet auſſi vif et ſincere. 
Je ne vous cacherai cependant pas qu'il y a 
une de vos lettres qui m'a ſurpris autant qu elle 
m'a fait de peine; j avois eru que nous avions 


ait nos conventions A Aix - la- Chapelle, et quien 


cheyalier Francois, vous y reſteriez; le zele 
pour votre in 9 vous ayant fait 
1 : 8 | „ * quitter 
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quitter votre patrie, et vous Etant attachẽ à moi, 


ſion plus ancien allie, et, vous le voyez main- 


tenant, ſon unique et fidèle ami, je devoĩs croire 


que ce ne ſeroit que pour lui que vous pouvies 


me quitter, et que la Suede Etoit devenue votre 
ſeconde patrie ; mais Jaime A croire que votre 


attachement à votre ſouverain, ce ſentiment fi 


noble et fi reſpe&able qui vous diſtingue, vous 
a emportẽ par Venthouſiaſme le plus naturel pour 
ceux que vous croyiez alors aller ſervir ſa 


cauſe. Vous avez vu depuis qui avoit, de mol 
du d'eux, le zele, et la conſtance Jointe 2 In. 


ſincerite; je ne doute pas que vous tes Eclairs, 


et je vous prie de croire que je ne parlerai - 


plus ſur ce ſujèt, mais vous me devez ſavoir 
gre qu'en loyal chevalier, je vous aie parlẽ 
de ce qui me tenoit 2 cœur; maintenant je 
vous regarde tout à moi, tout comme je ſerai 


toujours 2 vous. Voila ce que Je ne pouyois | 


vous Ecrire par la poſte; et je n'ai pu me re- 
ſoudr- x vous &crire ſans vous ouvrir mon 


coeur; n'en parlons plus, et ne nous occupons 
que du ſoin. de tirer votre roi de lẽtat od 1 
eſt. Vous ſavez deja que le traitẽ ligne entre moi. 


et Pimperatrice vient d'etre ratifie ; fa conſtance 
et la mienne n'eſt pas douteuſe. Vous avez 
vu auſſi qu'elle et moi ſommes les ſeuls ſou- 


verains qui ont envoyẽ des miniſtres aux princes, 


et je puis vous confier que nos miniſtres reſpectifs 


5 . ordre de quitter Paris, ſous prẽtexte £ 
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4 conge; que nous nous. Preparons et now 
concertons pour le printems; mais que nous 
ſommes convenus d'endormir Vaſſemblee pour 
quelle ne prenne pas des meſures maritimes 
qui mettroient des embarras pour nous, ou nous 
obligeroient à de plus grands preparatifs, puiſ- 
que nous ne pouvons communiquer avec vous 


que par la mer. C'eſt du moins fur cela que 
me paroit porter le plus Vattention de l'im- 


peratrice,' et les gros vaiſſeaux qui ſe trouvent 
à Breſt, ne laiſſent pas d'appuier les raiſons de 
cette princeſſe. Cependant elle ne ceſſe de 
preſſer le roi de Pruſſe et Fempereur ; et je ne 
doute point que cette princeſſe ne  reufſiſſe 
enfin a perſuader au chef de l' empire, de ob- 
| ligation od il eſt comme ſouverain, comme 
 frere, et comme empereur, de vegir au ſecours 
de fa ſœur, et d'un roi en ce que vous 
me mandez fur ew ſentimens de la reine de 
France doit venir à Fappui des bonnes raiſons 
qu'on a A lui preſenter, et le forcera dans ſon 
dernier retranchement. Cependant Vimperatrice 


tient fortement à ne rien faire dans ce moment 


qui puiſſe denoter F intention d'une attaque au 
Printems; c'eſt auſũ pourquoi je ne puis agir, 
Pour avoir les troupes dont vous me parlez, 


qui vont quitter la ſolde de la rẽ publique des 


Provinces Unies; d'ailleurs, vous ſavez que 
 Ceſt IEſpagne qui doit fournir Fargent, et 
e m'ait fait Porter les paroles les plus 

| | ny ond 
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favorables, il ne sen eſt pas encore ſuivi d' effet. 
Cependant tout eſt pret igi, et en attendant, 
pour me dẽbarraſſer de tout embarras, et mettre 
un ordre parfait dans mes finances, embarraſſces 
par les differentes ſortes de monnoie depuis la 
guerre, je vais faire convoquer les ẽtats genẽ- 
raux; c'eſt, comme vous le voyez, pelotter, en 
attendant partie. J'eſpere que cette aſſemblẽe, 
au lieu d'apporter le dẽſordre, ramenera Vordre 
et la tranquillits, et qu'elle ſera comme la lance 
d'Achile, qui ſeule favoit guerir” les maux 
qu'elle avoit fait. Au reſte, je connois un peu 
la tactique des dittes; j'y ſuis aſſez ſavant, et 
je voudrois autant, et auſſi bien connoitre la 
tactique des Turenne, pour bien ſervir la 
cauſe des vrais Frangois; mais j ai, pour ſuppleer » 
à ce que je ne ſais pas encore, un bon ſecond,” 


et Jeſpere qu'il ne me fera pas faux bond. 320 


J e lui envoye, pour cet effet, les proviſions et 

| brevets de fa charge, ainſi que ceux pour le 

| comte de Bouille et le chevalier de Rodez, 

en le p.1ant de ſe ſouvenir qu'il m'a promit d' etre 

mon ſecond et mon compagnon d' armes; ſur | 

ce, je prie Dieu qu'il vous ait, Monſieur le 
En pr de Bouills, dans fa ſainte et digne garde. | 

| 1 Votre tres affectionnẽ, 8 

a | b 3 GUSTAVE. F 

K of 

3 bee au comte 2 mon eee 

à la Haie, de me donner tous les e e 

n . troupes: en queſtior 
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5 5 "Gets, ce 6 Ferier 1792. 
any: le 8 de Bouillé, Jai recu. 
il y a, quelques jours votre lettre du 9 
| Janvier; J attends avec bien du plaiſir arrive 
dae votre fils; il ſera, regu comme qyelqu'uo, qu 
vous appartient: c eſt taut vous dire; J'ai, gemi 
depuis long tems, ſur Je peu de ſecret des con- 
ſeils de Coblentz, mais c'eſt- la ſuite. ordinaire d 
des ſecxets confies 3 beaucoup. de monde; j'ai 
; &e.. trop. ſouvent dans le cas de coriduire des 
'rEyolutions ou de les combartre, pour ne pas 
avoir que elles ſont ipfaiſables, fi. un ſeul ne, 1e 
les dirige pas, et. qu'il eſt impoſſible de con- 
ſulter diautre que ſon cœur. Si M. je Comte 
d. Artois vouloit s en croire, je ſuis certain WA Al 
ſeroit nes capable de mener à bon port la 
barque, mais c'eſt un malheur attache . aux. 
| Bourbons, qu avec toutes les -qualites qui font 
des heros,: ils ont une defiance d'eux-memes, 
qui eſt veritable ment injuſte, mais qui fait qu' ils 
prennent trop: de conſcils: il ny a rien de dẽſ- 
ẽſperẽ pourtant, car il ſemble que Pimpẽratrice 
de *. waffermit de plus en plus dans ſes 


© | reſolutions 
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* 


reſolutions gẽnẽreuſes, par les obſtacles memes ö 
qu'on veut lui ſuſciter, et depuis que la paix 


vient d' etre ſignẽe avec les Turcs a Jaſſy, ce 


9 Janvier, elle aura les mains plus libres. Pour 


moi, je ſuis occupe à la tenue de ma diette, 
qui, à la ſurpriſe de tous mes antagoniſtes, et 
peut- tre mEme de mes amis, ſe paſſe dans 
la plus parfaite tranquillite ; Par cru que voulant 
concourir a. remettre Fordre chèz mes amis, 
je devois commencer par Itablir chèz moi, 
et tächer de calmer les eſprits diviſes. F Etois 


ſur des trois ordres, et la nobleſſe qui Etoit la | 


plus acharnee contre moi en 1789, eſt retenue 
par la pluralite decidee, et Pattachement conſtant 


des trois ordres infẽrieurs. On tiche de lui faire 


comprendre que dans le 18*"* fiecle il faut que 
le premier ordre de Vetat ſe ſoutienne par la 
ſtabilitè du trone, et par ſa protection, et non 


en voulant lutter contre leur ſouverain ; ils 


n*entendent pas encore entièrement leurs in- 
_ terEts, mais ils penſent qu' ils ſont les plus foibles, 


et Cuuumencent à avoir aſſez de prudence pour 
ne pas vouloir heurter Vopinion de leur roi et 


des trois ordres, leurs\co-Etats, dont les volontẽs 
reunies font la loi. Dans cette ſituation des 


choſes, je ne Were prèſque pas douter que tout 


ne ſe paſſe à ma ſatisfaction, et Paurai pour 
lors Pavantage d'@tre le ſeul ſouverain qui ait 
oſẽ riſquer de tenir une auſſi grande aſſemblẽe, < 

et d'y avoir reuſſi: il eſt vrai que je connois 


56a 
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un peu la tactique des diettes; fi je ſavois auſſi 


bien celle de la guerre, je ne craindois pas les 
: Eukner, ni les Rochambeau; mais comme 
| = __  Faurai avec moi de bons ſoldats, et un bon ſe- 
" cond, je ne doute pas des ſucces. Sur ce, je 
. prie Dieu qu'il vous ait, Monſieur le Marquis 
—— de Bouille, dans fa ſainte et digne garde. 
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